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SUMMARY OF ;{CNTHLY INDEXSS OF COUNTRY GENZRAL STORSE SALES, 1936 - 1940

(Average, 1935 - 1539 = 100)

Monthly indexes reflecting the trend in country general store sales
in Canada and the provinces are now available for the period commencing with 1936. The
base used in constructing these index numbers was, until recently, the average monthly
sales during 1936. 1In order to conform with other series of index numbers issued by the
Bureau the indexecs of country general store sales have recently been recomputed using as
base the average monthly sales during the five-year period from 1935 to 1939. Although
monthly figures for 1935 are not available, annual sales for that year as reported to the
annual survey of retail trade were used in arriving at the base figure. This bulletin
gives the complete series of country general store indexes on the new base.

These indexes of country general store sales are computed from
returns received monthly from a sample of approximately 750 country general stores and it
is estimated that these transact approximately 17 per cent of the total business of all
similar stores The number of stores reporting in each province and the estimated cover-
age of sales in each province is shown below.

Sales Coverage, by Provinces

e ————

i

[ i—————————_p . ‘-—-"T"--‘ . rErm wA ‘v e e R . e -
. Number of Annual sales Annual sales Salep
) stores of stores of all country coverage
reporting reporting general stores in monthly
I 0% monthly monthly 1939(1) indexes
-,‘1 b
Maritime Provinces .... 92 4,349,403 26,752,000 16.3
T T (G "l 115 5,076,250 45,857,000 B 1
O < o0 i - e . 148 6,590,535 39,893,000 16.5
Mol 50/ -- - snevio. 58 2,028,090 12,870,000 15.8
Saskatchewan .- ........ i - 4,847,153 27,614,000 17.6
Klberta .--...... ER P 157 6,969,140 22,658,000 30.8
British Columbia ...... 65 2,942,833 15,981,000 18.4
P L ! 766 32,804,004 191,625,000 W

(1) From results of annual survey of retail trade for 1939 made by the Internal Trade
Branch of the Dominion Bureau of Statistics.

The indexes of country general store sales are computed by the chain
methode The index for any month is obtained by multiplying the index number for the
corresponding month in the previous year by the ratio that sales in the eample for the
month under review bear to the sales of the same sample in the earlier perioed. The three
Maritime Provinces are considered as one district for thie serics. Manitoba and British
Columbia each constitute a eeparate district. Ontario is divided into three dietrictis
while Quebec, Samskatchewan and Alberta are sach divided into two. Percentage ochanges in
sales for corresponding months of consacutive years are computed for each district and
are shown in the regular monthly reporte. Percentage changes for districts within a
province are then weighted in proportion to the relative sales importance of each district
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in order to give a percentage change for the province as a whole 1o be used in computing
the provincial index numbers. The provincial index numbers are finally weighted in order
to give a Dominion figure. ‘eights assigned to the various provinces are as follows:

Maritime Provinces, l4; QJuebec, 23; Ontario, 21; HManitoba, 7; Saskatchewan, 15;
hlberte, 12 and British Columbia, 8.

Monthly comparisons of couniry general store sales are affected by
differences in number of business days in different months and also by normal seasonal
movements. Adjusted indexes are computed in which adjusiments are made for the usual
seasonal movements as revealed in the experience of the years for which figures are
availeble and also for differences in the number of business days. Allowance is also
made for differences in the salos importance of different days of the week as measured
by information submitted by a smaller sample of stores regarding the percentage of weekly
sales transacted on different days. The average experience in this regard is as follows:

Per cent of weekly
business transacted

Monday ¢ e 15
Tuesday e+« ">« oo e 14
dednesday r-rcec e 13
Thursday -+ =+ ov=n> 15
Friday =ec«--:-- e = 16
Saturday «+ccocc e . 27
100

December sales exceed the business transacted in any other month in
the Karitime Provinces, Quebec, Ontario and British Columbia. September and October are
the busiest months in the Prairie Provinces. The seasonal factors used in adjusting the
indexes for the various provinces in order to remove the effects of usual seasonal move=
ments are given below. These factors represent the percentages that sales in each month
normally form of sales of an average month or one-twelfth the annual turnover.

Factors used in Making Adjustments for Seasonal Variations

¢ . W f

Maritime | Quebec | Ontario | Manitoba | Saskat- | Alberta | British

Provinces chewan Columbia
January .A......l 87 15 79 71 67 74 81
Py - - - 86 7 83 72 70 73 82
March - - .- ... 84 87 85 78 73 79 85
April ........ e 92 L 95 88 il 96 98
B e . s 117 113 118 93 9% 91 104
B L. b & 102 113 105 99 94 94 112
it = | i 101 113 110 101 90 92 104
August .- - ..... 99 107 104 116 105 106 105
September . . ... 103 104 108 134 140 128 110
Qctoker - - .. .... 107 106 105 122 145 130 106
November ...... . 104 102 98 104 114 109 917
December . ... .. ." 118 1)2 116 i 122 118 By 5 8
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A. Unadjusted indexes.

INDEXES OF COUNTRY GENERAL STORE SALES (1935 - 1939 = 100)

B. Indexes adjusted for differences in number of business days and for normal

seasonal variations.
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Britisn

B i Maritime " 1 ; i i
Year CAN:'lpg i Provinces i Juebec 4 Ontario I Menitoba . Saskatchewan ‘ Alberta Jl_ GColumbia
= Aol s W R R 4 g .5 v N-.3 B o Rl o B e B i A - "
1936 { ! , i
Jonuary -.-... - (x) () 1 (X) (x) (X) (X) 74.1 ; 93-4 4 671.5| 94.61 63.2) 93.9 4 70.8| 95-3 ) (X) (X)
February -... ..1 (X) (X) (X) (X) (X) (x) 76.2 i 92.5 | 65.9; 92.2 % 63.5| 91.4 i 68.6 | 947 || (X) (X)
Mareh ... ..... 78.8 96.2 €4.0 | 100-4 78.6 90-7 81.6 96.4 12.3 93-1 71.3 98.1 77+3 98.2 85.0 | 100-4
Mg ;T I 89.3 96. 4 91.4 99.8 84.0 92.6 96.1 | 101.6 79.5 90.17 86.3 95.2 H 90.4 94.6 [I 95.4 97.3
B . e f 104.0 ' 96.1 11209.9 | 91.1 || 104.5 | 89.7 li 112.3 ; 96.4 | 92.7| 96.7 || 98.8 | 104.2 } 96-9} 103.3 |' 102.9 | 96.0
T 100-4 9§-2 B a7 1 206: 11 96-5 94.6 || 103-8 99.2 94.4 95.8 92.1 97.4 93.9 -3 F DR g 92.1
L R 102.0 5.7 £ 1984 97-9 || 107.3 91. 108.3 95.1 i 102.1 97-6 89.5 96.1 95.0 99.8 I} 103.1 95.8
T 108.3 ! 100.2 |! 103.6 | 101.9 {|| 103.5 94.2 § 208.1 | ¥01.2 |f TE2.0 | 202:5 | 114.8 | 106-5 | I0NEE g8 ({ 108.6 | 100:8
September ...... 11229 I -~y 98.4 99.8 98.9 99.4 I} 1036 | 200-3 41 1325 | 102.5 § 151.0 | 112.% K 199-9 97-9 i 104.3 99.1
Cctober «cc-cos. 119.6 | 100.5 |} 112.6 | 102.1 || 103-4 gn:6 § 1083 | 1oosa Il 190.0 | 2042 § 159.9 | 107.0 A8 97-1 |! 106.2 97.2
Novermber -...... 100.3 ! 100.3 |! 106.6 | 106.2 95.8 97.3 98-3 | 103.9 96.2 258 1§ DT LA 97-4 4 101.6 96.6 96.9 | 103.5
December ....... 116.9 | 100-7 | 119-1 | 102.1 {| 106.9 96.6 |} 116.1 | 101.3 {| 119.1 98.8 # 123.4 | 105.8 |} 126.4 | 104.7 “ 135.7 1 10689
Lnnual average ...l (X) (X) (x) (X) (x) (x) 98.8 98.4 2 97.9 97.0 |l 101.7 | 100.5 98.1 98.0 (X) (X)
2931 i |
TeREY - - % - +% 77-3 | 1089 89.5 | 103.7 =2 & WL 80.2 | 102.3 12:9- | 10845 66.8 | 100.4 73.8 | 100.5 82.9 | 103.2
Februery ..-o=-. 75.0 | 103.3 82.0 b 18246 74.9 | 194.5 82.0 1 106.3 67-11 100.1 65.7 | 100.9 69.3 | 102.1 7.5 | 101.6
Harch .ooeevnne. | 89.3 | 105.7 92.6 | 107.4 Gier | We3.7 91.9 | 105.3 84.1 | 185.0 81.3 | 108.5 85.2 | 105.1 92.5 | 106.0
AT " o gl ‘ 97.2 | 104.1 |j 100.3 | 108-6 95.0 | 104.0 [ 100.4 | 105-3 87.4 99.0 94.2 | 103.1 97.2 | 100.8 I 103.3 | 105-0
T A S 113.1 | 104.5 || 123.4 | 102.7 | 120.2 | 103.6 r 121.2 | 105.4 98.9 | 103.5 || 101.9 @ 107-.9 97.1 | 104.0 || 110.9 { 103.8
b (177" S RS ] 109.4 | 106.0 [}109.9 | 108.6 | 122.3 ! 109.1 || 110.8 { 106.4 |} 100-9 | 102.7 || $6.8 | 102.7 96.9 | 102.8 | 117.6 | 105.8
L S 116.6 1 305.7 1 319-7 | 111.2 1 129/8 1 107.8 #125.6 | 1874 § 192.3 | 1083 96.2 | 100.2 98.2 | 100.1 |} 118.6 | 106.9
SRl oo o e 122.5 | 106.3 || 207.3 | 108.8 | 128.4 | 111.1 |} 122.5 | 108.7 | 121.6 | 105-3 99-0 | 94.7 i 103.5 | 103.7 |I 113.6 | 108.7
Septembor ... .. 117.2 | 106.1 }j108.8 | 109.9 |l 120.5 | 110.5 || 112.4 | 108.2 | 142.7 ! 110.7 § 123.0 : 91.4 |} 127.1 | 103.3 % 115-6 | 109-3
October ....... 124.6 | 108.7 {}118.2 | 110.9 | 119.6 | 113.3 | 116.2 | 111.1 “ 137-3 | 113.0 [j 14403 ! 100.3 " 130.1 | 100.5 || 115.6 { 109-5
liovember - ... 109.3 | 105.7 |f111.2 | 107.3 || 106.6 | 104.9 |l 102.1 | 104.6 |{116.6 | 112.6 {| 116.7 | 102.8 }j 114.8 | 105.8 103.8 | 107-4
December - - 124.6 | 109.2 {1127.0 { 110-7 |} 124.1 | 113.9 [l 125.2 | 110.9 i134.9 113.7 | 113-7 99.1 |} 130.4 | 105.6 || 123.0 | 109-0
annuzl Lverage 105.4 | 105.6 |1107.5 | 107.7 il 107-4 | 107.3 | 106.7 | 106.8 i106'4 106.1 ‘ 100.0 ! 101.0 §102.5 102.9 {| 106.2 ! 106.3

(X) Not available.
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INDEXES OF COUNTRY GENZRAL STCRE SALES (1935 = 1939 % 100)

A. Unadjusted indexes. B. Indexes adjusted for differences in number of business days and for normal seasonal variations.

e S Y g
i ' Maritime | L b !: if British
Year ; CaNADS Provinces i Juebec I Ontario {anitoba i Saskatchewan ¥ ___ Alberts ! Columbia __
- B ;g_A B I A 1 B F B 0 & T A T B M w Y
l r
1538 |
January .....-.. i 78.2 { 106.0 {| 89.9 { 107.0 || 79-5 | 109.9 ack il el 3 a L 65-0 {. l6g4 74.9 | 104.9 jj 83-4 | 106.7
February -.... .- i 77-7 | 107.0 ‘ 87.2 | 109.0 ! 78.2 | 109.2 || 80.4| 108.2 || 75.9 ] 113-3 | 68-5| 105-1f 71.2 | 104.8 i 8l.2 | 106.5
Harch «ovoenenns 90.0 | 106.3 h 90.7 ! 105.2 | 99.5 { 111.4 || 93-5| 107-2 || 88.2 | 120.2 || 75-1} 100.1 3 83.1 | 102-4 H 92.4 | 105-9
B - .- il 102.3 | 106-8 98.6 | 103.9 || 104.9 | 111.9 | 104.2 106.4 || 102.0 | 112.4 | 97-0 | 103-4 |} 103-3 | 104.4 } 104.7 } 103.7
TSNS ! 121.0 | 105.6 | 123.8 | 106-2 § 124.3 | 110.4 || 114-3 | 102.5 l 100.9 | 108.9 92.0 y 100-4 93-6 | 103.3 1} 112.4 | 108.5
BERE - - o oo et ﬁ 110.9 | 107.1 || 104.1 | 102.5 {' 125.8 | 111.8 || 209.3 | 104.5 | 110.9 | 112.4 [ 101.4 | 107.2 || 100-7 | 106-4 i 117-1 | 105.0
SR - - . ke ; fia=l | 1043 871034 99.3 |{ 124.5 | 106.9 } 118.6 | 104.5 || 112.9 | 108.4 97-8 | 105.4 97-4 | 102.7 |} 110.6 | 103.2
P R R { 110-1 | 101.8 § 102.5 | 100.8 j§ 113.1 | 103.0 }| 108.0 | 102.2 || 121.6 | 102.1 || 108.3 | 100.5 |} 111.5 | 102.5 || 111.5 | 103.4
September +.....f| 112.1 | 100.2 | 98.7 | 98.9 | 101.9 | 101.2 |l 104.0 | 99-4 f 128.9 | 99.3 || 132.5 | 97-6 | 127.7 | 103.0 |} 109.6 | 102.8
October -«cceess I 114.6 | 99.9 || 102.0 96.1 {| 110.3 | 104.9 99.8 | 95.8 || 115.2 95.2 a 136-8 | 95-1 || 2137-5 | 106-6 |} 111.5 | 106.0
November -«..... | 102.2 99.3 w5 94.5 || 100.1 98.9 96.6 99.4 1| 107.6 | 104.3 {l 114.0 | 100.8 |} 108.2 | 100.1 95-9 Bl 9
December -«..... I 118.3 9.7 W10 95.3 | 116-1 | 100.5 { 114.4 95.7 |t 126.0 | 100.2 || 116-0 95.3 || 128.1 WG REELT LT
snnual iverage ...t 103.2 | 103.5 || 101.2 | 101.5 ’ 106.5 | 106-7 |{ 101.8 | 102.0 || 105.5 | 106-4 l 100.4 | 100-9 ” 103-1 | 103-2 §# 104-3 § 104.4 +
1939
WS < : - gy 73.1 ] 99.5 | 80.5 | 96.2 73.7 ¥ 1. A" 7510 R 487 T 1oeLE ; 63.7 | 98.8 70.0 | 98.4 || 79-0 | 101.5
Feoruary ....... 70.8 97: 6 76. 1 95.9 72.7 | 101.6 73-4 | 95-1 67-0 | 100.0 { 61.4 | 94.3 65.2 96.0 77-9 | 102-1
Mareh - -, ..: ...s 82.8 97-1 |} 83.6 96.2 91.0 | l01-0 83.1| 94.5| 81.5 | 0.9 | T1.2 | 94.2 T7-1 1 94-3 § 88.4 | 100.5
Aatl T ... o e 89.4{ 97.0 || 88.0 | 96.4 || 88. 98.1 || 87.8 | 93.2 || 91.1 104.3 || 84.8 | 94.0 §| 93.8 1 98.5 j 99-4 | 102.2
1T S . 108.0 99.6 || 117.5 97.8 lf 122.2 } 105.3 |} 113-5 98. 7 96.7 | 101.3 87.8 g9ard IR +d, 98.6 {1 108.0 ! 101.2
June .. ........0102 4| 98.0 w01 | 97.7 1 134.5 | 100.9 [ 103.5 | 98.2 || 99.0 | 9.6 || 86.0 | 90-2 93-8 | 98.3 |l 114.9 | 102.1
S ] 104.9 99.0 97.8 94.4 {§ 120.6 | 104.0 || 109.2 96.7 |! 106.4 | 102.6 ki 88.9 96-2 93-1 99.2 | 1067 99-9
Lugust -........11207-7 | 99.7 lf102.4 | 100.7 || 108.0 | 98-3 || 104.8 | 98.2 |l 134.2 | 95.9 {209-0 | 101.1 § 112.2 | 103-1 § 109.1 ; 101.2
September .. ... |1 126.1 | 109.0 [108.0 § 105.2 |l 1115 107.6 || 122.7 | 104.8 || 148.6 | 111.3  168.9 | 121.1 § 141.5 | 111.0 §§ 112.3 | 102.5
Cetober . ......{1119.2 | 106.7 |} 200.6 97.8 || 114.2 { 112.1 {} 103.8 | 102.9 [} 122.7 | 103.8 |l 161.4 | 115.8 | 132.9 | 106-3 i 104.5 | 102.5
November .... ... 100. 6 97.5 |1 103.5 7% 2 99-5 97.9 93.2 | 100.6 |{ 101-4 97.9 |} 104.5 | 92.0 § 104.3 96.1 f| 92.0 95-3
December .. .... 123.5 | 105.6 |1 124.1 | 105.6 || 121.5 { 108.9 || 128.6 | 102.7 || 230.3 | 107.2 || 122.9 | 104.6 | 136-0 | 107-5 f§ 117.0 | 101.3
innual Average --- || 100.7 | 100.5 98.6 98.6 || 103.2 t 103.1 98.6 | 98.7 i 102.2 | 102.1 §‘100-9 99.6 || 101.1 | 100.6 | 100.8 ! 101.0
1 : ] ; ! it A i
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INDEXES OF COUNTRY GENERAL ST(RE SALES (1935 - 1939 = 100)

A. Unadjusted indexes. B. Indexes adjusted for differences in nunber of business days and for normal seasonal variationse.

k. V' Maritime & 1 | i . T : British
Year rL CANADA Provinces L Quebec ! Ontario __ i Manitoba li  Sazskatchewan _h__ Alberta : Columbia
i A B AN k. ik, o A 1 B_ 4 A LBl 4 B e 18 _4;_ A, 1N
' i 3 ! - ! ' T 4 . v
1940 | | , ' i fl
January -..... 81.7 | 107.9 92.0 | 206-6 § 84.0 | 112.9 83-3 | 106.3 76.0 | 107.9 79-7 | 19684 78-6 | 107.0 ! 83.5 | 104.0
February .- ... 7971 10574 92.2| 111.0f 79.0 | 106.2 §f 82.7| 103.3 ! 75.2 | 108.2 || 68.9 | 102.0 || 75.8 | 107-5 { 81.0 | 103.3
March .... 89.6 { 105.7 29: 5 | 1080 l 94.2 | 1065« i 89.6 | 102.2 o4 ) W 80-4 | 106.8 86.9 | 106.7 [ 93.6 ! 106.8
Bl ... 95.7 | 103.5 95:9 1 1087 95.5 | 105.4 96.9 | 102.4 # 100.2 | 114.3 91.3 | 1008 93.6 | '97.9 || 168+3 | 104.8
My . ........ iy 116.5 § 106.8 | 123.6 | 102.1 § 132.9 | 113.6 || 120.2 103.7 |t 100.7 | 104.6 98.6 | 103.5 Hf 3088 | 2.3 ¥ TE.1 | ona
June ......... i 110.2 | 106-9 |l 104.8 | 103.5 f 125.0 | 111.5 | 110.4 106.0 [} 102.5 ! 104.3 97-5 | 103-5 H 106«8 | 1012 F ddce | TG
ol . . = . . & I 111.2 l 104.7 |l 103.5 99-8 || 129.2 | 111.3 §j 119.3 | 105.6 || 105.9 | 102.1 91.8 99.3 | 101.0 | 107.0 | 107-6 | 100.8
Augus 118.4 | 105.5 || 112.6 | 106.7 || 121.5 | 106.5 12275 § 1WOls | 117-4 94-9 |1 113.6 | 101.5 fl 122.2 | 108.1 i 112.8 | 100.8
Sepiember ....{l 111.0 { 103.6 || 102.4 | 106.9 || 104.0 107.5 i 105.8 | 105.3 | 120.0 96-3 Hl 130.2 | 100-0 #2210 | 1907 Fi0L.T 93.8
October ...... 122.2 ) 107.0 }§ 114.7 | 108.0 || 124.7 ! 118.6 {l 110.6 { 106.2 || 116.3 96.1 || 140.9 97-9 4} 137-3 | 106.5 || 107.0 | 101.8
Novermber .....fl 116.1 y 108.6 || 117.3 | 109.4 } 115.9 | 110.2 { 109.7 | 108.6 || 128.2 119.7 (1 119.4 | 101.6 il 124.0 | 110-4 | 102.7 ! 102.7
December ..... 8.4 | 1713.4 §f 230.1 | 1o “ 432.7 | 122.8 3 1234 § 108 “ 137-4 | 116.6 || 118.2 90-9 |f 138-4 | 112.9 || 121.8 | 108.8
Annual hverage -f| 97.5 | 106.4 || 106.8 | 106.7 { 111.6 | 111.0 {; 106.2 | 105.9 {{ 105.6 { 106.1 | 101.8 | 101.2 || 107.5 | 107.4 103.4 | 103.3
: r ! ! l

-

Indexes for December, 1940 are subject to revision.
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