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K='Tff OF CTI ~V STORE SYSTS IN CANADA 

This survey is the second made by the Dominion reau of øtatistics on the 
sthject of chain stores in Canada. It should be understood at the outset that the data 
ccntained herein does not purport to cover the entire chain store field. in Canada. The 
inq1iry has been conducted nn a voluntary basis. In all, the Bureau's lists include more 
tl:an 350 chain systems cf which 210 made returns. 

Number of Chains 

- 	 Of the 210 chains from which returns were received grocery chains again led 
in point of numbers with 42 chains and 1,399 stores: 19 general, department and variety 
chains had 354  stores; 29 drug chas, 260 stores; 9 meat chains, lb stores; 4 tobacco 
chains, 173 stores; 17 bcot and shoe chaIns, 157 stores; 11 restaurant chains, 131 stores; 
and 12 bakery chains, 121 stores. Other chain systems varied from 12 to 109 stores. 

Sales 

Total sales in 1929 for the 210 chain systems amounted to $26,129,974. This 
was equivalent to $6,99 per store, and taking the estimated population of the Dominion 
in 1929 as 9,796,00 it worked out at over $26.00 per capita. Sales by provinces were 
largest in Ontario where ther reached. .$137,62,696, or more than 504  of the total for 
all 210 chain systems. 

Even if allowance be made for chains which were missed and those from which 
information could not be obtained for this years inquiry, it is evident that the great 
bulk of the nation's retail merchandising is still done by independent stores. In the 
census of Trading Establishments taken by the B ureau in 1923 it was shosrn that sales for 

retail establishments were $1,62,l03,L$.6g.  If allowance be made for the fact 
that returns were not obtained from all establIshments for reasons set forth in the census 
report and that there has bccn considerable growth between 1923 and 1930, it is probable 
that a current estimate of total retail sales of around $2,003,000,000 is not far astray. 
It is estimated that if the 10 chaLns from which returns have not yet been received 
wore included, the total sales for all 350 would, not exceed $400,000,000, (not including 
sales of certain departmental stores having branch rather than chain systems). Since many 
which did not report were small concorns the latter figure is probably too high. It 
would scorn that chain stor 	(exc:'isive of co-operative chains of independent stores) 
thoh doing an increasing tr'cportion of the 'business of distributing cornrr.odities to the 
consumer, probably do less than 25i of this work at present. 

This report does not include co-operative chains of independents but the 
business done by these concerns adds considerably to the curs total performed by chain 
organizations. Nevertheless, including these, it is probable that more than two-thirds 
of the retail distribution is 3till performed by independent concerns. 

Sales of grocery and meat chains amounted to $115,232,179, or almost 45 of 
tctal sales. In the 1923 census, 16,905 grocery and meat stores showed sales of 
$319,676,23. The current figure may be estimated at approximately $400,000,000. If 
allowance be made for non-retorting chains in the present inauiry the total sales by this 
type of chain would probably be well under $150,000,000, hence independents (including 
co-operative and voluntary chains) do the bulk of the busines in a field which has been 
more intensively exploited by chain organizations than any othr. 

sales Qutlets 

An item of interest in the report is that pertaining to the number of sales 
outlets. The corrrplete story of the distribution of commodities is not known until all 
outlets for the sales of each commodity are revealed. An attent has therefore been made 
to emmierate the total number of merchandising outlets for each class of commodity in the 
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chain systems covered. A sunmary table shows the number for the Dominion and for each 
rovinceI and more detailed tables show those in each chain store group classified 

according to coi±odity classes 

In all there were 11,896 merchandising outlets in the 210 chain systems, 
aich is an average of over three for each separate store. There were 2,965 for foods 

kindred ',rducts; 991  for cigars, tobacco, and smokers sundries; LI.28 for woments, 
aces', and children 1 s clothing; 410 for house furnishings; 387 for druand drug 

cun1ries; and 378 for hardware. Outlets for other classes of goods numbered from S to 
369. 

sales by Classes of Cornodities 

Sales according to cora'nodity classes were largest for food and kindred 
products, amounting to $140,732,928  which was almost 55% of the total sales of the 210 
reporting chains. Next in order came woments, misses' and chjldrents clothing, with 
sales amounting to $10,743,621;  ments clothing and furnishings,$9,815,928;  cigars, 
tobacco and smokers sundries, $9,696,764; dry goods and notions, $7,9 60739; hardware, 
$7,729,686; toilet articles and preparations, $7,087,194; shoes and other footwear, 
$6,529,593. 

Food sales re-oresented 54.9  of the total, wornents, misces' and children's 
clothing ments clothing and furnishings 3,8%, cigars and. tobacco 3.]4, dry goods 
and notions 3.l', hardware 3.0, toilet articles 2.7, shoes and other footwear 2.5. 
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1urnber of Stores by Provinces T C Number --  _____________________________- - -______ Ste r e s 
Class of Chain : 	of : Prince 	: Nova 	: New : 	 : Sask- 	: : Brtish 	: Rorted 

:Chains : 	Edv.rard 	: Scotia : Brunswick Quobec Ontaric Manitoba atchevian: Alberta : CIuinbiu 	: r :Report- : 	 Island 	: 7 	: 4 	: 49 : 	 105 : 	 14 	: 7 	: 8 	: 16 	: 

ing : 	 : Chains 	: Chains 	: Chains : Chains : 	Chains 	: Chains : Chains : Chains 	: 210 Chauis 

Bakery Products 12 - - - 10 64 - - 47 121 

Boots and Shoes 17 - 1 4 44 99 1 - 1 7 157 

Candy and Confectionery 7 - - - 30 57 11 1 1 6 106 

Drugs and Chemicals 29 - 7 - 46 146 14 5 6 36 260 

Dry Goods 3 - - - 4 8 - - - - 12 

Dyers amd Cleaners 6 - - 8 31 - - - 39 

Furs 3 - - - 5 7 1 2 - - 15 
Furniture 5 - - - 65 15 - - - 3 83 

General, Departmental, & Variety 18 2 20 7 98 156  3.3 21 12 25 354 

Grocers 42 1 32 10 400 325 108 128 77 118 1699 

Hardware 3.2 - - 1 8 28 1 17 8 - 63 

Men's Clothing and Furnishings 10 - 2 1 17 62 5 3 6 6 102 

Iiusjcal Instrtunents and Radio 7 - - - 8 43 - 5 7 3 66 

Meats, Fish and Poultry 9 - 4 3 11 107 1 2 29 29 186 

Restaurants 11 - - - 36 83 3 - 9 131 

Tobacco and Cigars 4 - - 51 90 9 8 4 11 173 
:jjo ns 	Jear 11 - 1 2 27 46 6 5 8 13 108 
Miscefloneous x 4 --22 6 4 - 3 3 2 

T C T A L 213 3 67 50 874 1371 176 
--  

200 3.61 316 3718 
x Includes 4 Chains: Je.ie1ry, stationery, tires, automobile accessories. 



TABL$ NO.11 - TOTAL SALES IN C.ATADkBY CHAIN GROWS - 192 

Total Sales 
	

% of Total 

akery Products 2,l7,LlZ3 t oots and Shoes 5,675,O6 2.2 

Candy and Confectionery 3,7$5,942 1.5 

Drugs and Chemicals 12,915,09 5.0 

Dry Goods 65$,$76 0.2 

Dyers and Cleaners 1,751,090 0.7 

Furniture 10,09,75$ 3.9 

Furs 1,603,19 0.6 

aeneral and Variety 149,655,676 19.3 
rocers 1014,223,178 

Hardware 7,400,704 2.9 

Mens Clothing and Furnishings 6,65 14,951 2,7 

Musical Instrwnents and Radio 9,122,8014 3,5 

Meats, fish and Poultry 11,009,001 14.3 

Restaurants 13,0 145,670 5.1 

Tobacco and Cigars 6,5142,262 2.6 

Women's Wear 5,075,346 2.1 

Miscellaneous 14,7141,850 1.9 

T 0 1 A L 256,129,974  

TABLE No.111 - PROVINCIAL SA1S BY AM CHAINS - 192q. 

Province 	Total Sales 	of Total 

:Tova Scotia and P.E.I. $ 	5,608,201 2.2 

New Brunswick 14 9 819,125 1.9 

Quebec 56,1489,703 22.0 

Ontario 137,682,696 53.8 

Manitoba 11,877,076 4.6 

Saskatc'tewan 11,666,5142 14,5 

Alberta 10,66 14,70 14 4,2 

British 	cl.i'nbia 17,321,927 6.8 

T 0 T A L 256,129,9714 



TABLE NO.IV.- CHAIN STOR7 SALES 	ANGED m CLASSES OF CO:ODITIES 	?C1TAGS 
OF TOTAL 

Comrnoditiz 	 Amount of 	 Percentage 
Sales 	 of 'Total  

i.Antiqu,rt Goods, Statuary and Gifts $ 	1457,959 -1799 I Autornobilee,Trucks, Tractors and Accessories 2,393,667 .9345 
3. Batteries (storage) 99,597 . 0349 
14. Building Material 527,051 

 Cameras and Photographic Suplies 559,034 .2286 
 Cigars, Cigarettes, Toicco and 3oksSundries 8,656,764 3.3915 
 Infants' Wear 1,739,665 .6792 

5. Men 1 s Clothing and 	urnishings .nd Hats and Caps 	9,515,925 3.5324 
q• isses' and C111drer)s Clothing 10,743,621 4.1793 
.U. Drags and Drug Sundries 6,274,907 2.14100 

 Dry Goods and. Notions 7,960,739 3.1239 
 ElectrIc A-liances and Siplies 1,350,145)4 05255 

13, Farm and Garden Equim'nt and Suplies 245,)42O .0930 
 rertilj.zers 11,975 .00)46 
 P1ower, 	7re.tho, etc. 22,639 .0055 

l. Food and ICindred Products 1140,732,925 54.91455 
17. Fwniture 6,196,201 2.14191 
15. ?urs and Fur Goods 1,755,393 .6565 

 Gas Appliances and Sup1ie 41,513 .0173 
 Gasoline,Lubricating Oils and Grease3 104,937 .0409 
 Hardware 7,729,656 3.0175 
 Haj, Grain and Feed. 153,500 .0599 
 Heating and Plumbing Equimnent and Supplies 7 14,b55 .2865 

214. House Furnishngs 5,944,396 2.3209 
 Jewelry,Silverware, Clocks and Watches 2,464,419 .9621 
 Leather Goods, Bill Foils, Wallets, Purses,etc. 714,200 .2785 
 Luggage 55,211 .0227 

25. Motor Oycles, Bicycles and Accessories 56,36)4 .0220 
 Musical Instruments and Accessories 5,395,271 2.1064 
 Office ani Store Ecui- ment 23)4,14414 .0915 
 Optical Equipment 14,990 .0002 
 Paints, Varnishes, 	1as 	and Painters Siplies 1 , 973,361  .7314 

. .t'rofessionai and Scientific lastruments 
and !quiment 25,000 .0095 

3)4, P'iio and Radio 	Zquipmnt 5,627,725 2.1972 
55. Seeds, Bulbs, Nursery Stock, etc. 513,076 .2003 

 Shoes and other Footwear 6,529,R93 2,5)493 
 Sporting Goods 310,943 .1214 

35. St.tionery, Books and Mvazines 3,95,975 1,5367 
 Stcves, Ranges, Heaters, etc. 1,219,053 .14759 
 Surgicc.1 and. lospital Sulies 2114,520 .0537 

%1. Toilet Articles and Pre:arations 7,087,19)4 2.7670 
2. Toys and Games 2,351,172 .9297 

 Lill Paper 260,567 .1017 
 Mice11anous Merchandiric 2,652,205 1.0355 

J, Seco:i 	:a 1:crc:- ; i2e 259,979 .1015 

256,129,974 
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TBL V.- NIJill3 	OF i CHJiU1SE CUTLETS IN CFLLJN STO 	SVSi'S, CLASSIFID INTO COIiODITY OLiSSS ftND OiijIN GI0UPS. 

- -I --:---- -------------- - j__ --_•.--__ 	---i__-____-- 
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c-I 	C) 0 -i 
0 0 - 	'i-I 
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C) -P 
2) 	0 tO 

Z •rI 	Cl) 4-5  

Cd ri 	C) L) - 
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04 Typeof C) 

Chain Store U' U' 0 - -e - 
10 CIS TI 0 43 

. _C)- c$ 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

Bakery Products 
Boots & Shoes 
Candy & Confectionery 
Drugs & Chemicals 	 — — 	- — 	224 	234 — 	- — 263 	— 	9 	— 	— 	14 
Furniture 	 — 65 	— — 	— 	— — 	5 5 — 	 8 	— 	— 	— 
FurGoods — — 	— — 	— 	— — 	— 11 — 	— 	— 	— 	— 	— 
General & VRrioty 	 263 22 	22 3 	— 	168 278 	175 289 93 	329 	144 	— 	— 	43 
)roceries 	- - 	- — 	— 	393 — 	5 — 31 	5 	— 	31 	31 	— 
Harthjare 	 — 13 	— 29 	— 	— — 	— — — 	— 	27 	25 	7 	— 
Men's Clothing 	 — — 	— — 	— 	— — 	102 — — 	— 	 — 	— 

lifts 	& Radio 6 	— — 	— 	— — 	— — — 	 — 
Meats & Poultry 	— — 	— — 	— 	— — 	— — — 	— 	— 	— 
Restrant 	 — — 	— — 	— 	23 — 	— — — 	— 	— 	— 	— 	— 
Tobacco 	 — — 	- — 	— 	173 — 	— — — 	— 	— 	— 	— 	— 
iomcn's 	;Ioar 	 — - 	— - 	- 	- — 	6 108 — 	— 	— 	— 	— 	— 
Miscellaneous 	 9 28 	22 11 	— : 	— 11 — 	 - 	22 	11 	- 
Dyers & C1eorø 	 - — 	— — 	— 	— — 	— — — 	— 	— 	— 
DryGoods 	 — — 	— - 	- 4 	— 4 - 	12 	— 	- 	— 	- 

T 0 T A L 	 272 	134 	44 	43 	224 	991 	282 	293 	428 	387 	346188 	78 	49 	57 



TABLE V. — NULIB01 OF laoRCFANDISE OUTLETS IN CHAIN STORE SYSTEMS, CLASSIFIED INTO COMIODITY CLASSES AND CHAIN GROUPS. — Cant 'd. 
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16 _1? j 19 20 21 22 2 j 2' 26 27__ 2_8 

Bakery Products 	121 — - 	- - 	- 	- 	- 	- - - - 	- 
Boots & Shoes 	— — — 	— - 	- 	- 	- 	- - 6 6 	- — 	- 
Candr & Confectionery 	106 - - 	— * 	 - — - 
Drugs & Chemicals 	18 - - 	- - 	— 	- 	- 	- 36 4 — 	- 13 	- 
Furniture 	- 83 5 	5 - 	- 	- 	- g - 8 	- 70 	15 
FurGoods 	 - - 15 	- - 	- 	- 	- 	- - - - 	- - 	- 
General & Variety 	354 26 25 	— 3 	323 	3 	- 	268 266 233 25 	- 91 	- 
Groceries -. 	 1,779 - - 	- - 	- 	43 	- 	- — - 	- 
Hardware 	— 3 - 	4 27 	55 	- 	- 	25 	29 20 9 II 	13 - 	- 
Men's Clothing 	- — - 	- - 	- 	- 	- - 4 — - 
Musical Instruments & Radio- — - 	- - 	— 	- 	- 	- - - - 	— 50 	- 
Meats & Poultry 	266 - - 	- - 	- 	- 	- 	- - - - 	- - 	- 
Restaurant 	141 - - 	- - 	- 	- 	- 	- - - - 	- - 	- 
Tobacco 	 12 - - 	- - 	- 	- 	- 	- 12 - - 	- - 	- 
Vomen ' s Wear 	- - - 	- - 	- 	- 	- - - - 	- - 
Miscellaneous 	— 11 22 	11 11 	— 	- 	— 	16 6 9 11 	11 11 	20 
Dyers 	& Gear5 	- - 	- - 	- 	 — - - — - 
Dry Goods 	 — — - 	- 	- 	- 	— — — — 

T 0 T A L 	2,965 123 	67 	20 	41 	378 	46 	25 	410 	348 	265 	61 	24 	235 	35 



TABLE V.- NUMBER OF 1vIERCHANDISE OUTLETS IN CHAIN STORE SYSTEMS, CLASSIFIED INTO 0O1flODITY CLASSES dqJ CRIN GtOUPS - Concluded. 
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c.. cc'D .C)cD 0c0 do' çr 0 U)Z 0, 

U) U) -4-0 o - C/ H 
31 12 11 14 15 - 40 41 1.2 41 44 4 

akery Products - - 	- - - - - - 	- 	- - - 	- - 	121 
Boots & Shoes  157 - - - 	- 	- - - 	- - 	169 
Candy & Confectionery 	- - - 	- - - - - - 	- 	- - - 	- - 	106 
Drugs & Chaiicals 	21 - 37 	7 3 6 4 81 - 	120 	232 15 - 	19 - 	1,528 
Furniture 	 - 3 - 	70 - - 3 - 76 	- 	- 3 - 	68 6 	585 
Fur Goods 	 - - - 	- - - - - - 	- 	- - - 	- - 	26 
Gnera1 Variety 	 158  255 - 	22 153 57 22 249 - 	- 	280 300 - 	114 - 	5,076 
Groceries 	 - 31 - 	- 37 5 - - - 	- 	- - - 	- - 	2,391 
Harth.rare 	 - 63 - 	33 12 - 42 - 34 	- 	- 7 9 	6 - 	505 
Men's Clothing 	 - - - 	- - - - - - 	- 	- - - 	- - 	106 
Musical Instrumits & Radio 	- 6 - 	66 6 - - 	- 	- - - 	6 - 	140 
Moats & Poultry 	 - - - 	- - - - - - 	- 	- - - 	- - 	266 
Restaurant 	 - - - 	- - - - - 	- 	- - - 	- - 	164 
Tobacco 	 - - - 	- - - - - - 	- 	- - 	- 197 

om ' s 	Tear 	 - - 	- - - - - - 	- - - 	- - 	114 
11ico11aneous 	 - 1]. - 	22 - - - 9 22 	- 	- 9 11 	6 - 	343 
Dyers & C)e*ra, 	 - - - 	- - - - 	- 	- - - 	39 39 
Dry Goods 	 - - - 	- - - - - - 	- 	- - - 	- - 	20 

T 0 T 	L 	 179 369 37 	220 205 225 77 339 132 	120 	512 334 20 	260 6 	11,896 



TABLE VI.- NUNBER OP MERCR'.1TDISING OUTLETS IN CRAIN STORE STSTFIVIS BY PROVINCES AND BY 
- 000DITY CLASSES - 1929. 

Prince Cornoity 	Edward N.S. N.E. quo. Ont. Man. Sask. Alta. B.C. 
Total 
Commodity 

Island. Outlets 

4 	Atiques, Art Goods 2 16 5  67 130 10 13 9 20 272 
$ 	utoriobiies, 	Trucks,etc. - - 22 72 214 1 11 1 3 134 

Batteries (storage) - - 22 - 19 - - - 3 
:i1diig Material - - 11 7 12 - 10 - 3 143 
Cameras & Photographic 
Suoplies - 7 - 4O 123 14 2 6 32 22 14 

Cigars, Cigarettes 
T&aecO & Smokers 
Sund.rieb 1 33 5 341 14.23 28 30 145 85 991 

Infantst 	Vear 2 16 5 74 137 7 13 7 21 282 
MenloClothing & 
Purnishings 1 12 5 62 152 17 13 14 17 293 
omen 1 s Clothirg 2 17 18 85 2Q4 19 25 20 38 1428 

Drugs w Drug Sundries 1 23 14 6s 189 16 13 9 64 37 
Dry Go(ls 	Notions 2 16 5  83 164 18 21 12 25 346 
Electric Ap?..iances 1 6 2 54 101 14 3 14 13 188 
Farm ! Garden Euipment - - 22 - 14 1 2 39 78 
Pertilizers - - 11 - 7 - - 31 - 149 
Flowers, Wreaths,Etc. - - - 29 23 1 - - 14 57 
Food & Kindred Products 3 69 20 705 1,1463 150 160 125 270 2,965 
Furniture - - 11 65 37 1 1 1 7 123 
Furs & Fur Goods - - 22 5 34 1 2 - 3 67 
Gas Applicaices - - 11 14 5 - - - - 20 
Gaao1ne, Oils, Etc. - - 11 3 3 1 12 8 3 141 
HRydware 2 20 7 105 162 9 33 15 25 378 
Hay, Grain & Feed - 12 - - - - - 31 3 46 
Heating & Plumbing - - - - 12 1 11 1 - 25 
Housc Furnishings 2 16 16 1214 174 15 29 13 21 41O 
Jewelry, Silverware,Etc. 2 16 5 go 160 10 12 15 48 3148 
L.3ather Goode 2 16 5 70 117 9 13 13 20 265 
Luggage - - 11 - 36 1 2 8 3 61 
Motor Cycles, Bicycles - - 11 - 10 1 1 1 - 24 
Muica1 Instruments 1 6 13 90 85 3 7 14 16 235 
Office & Store Ei 

ment - - 11 - 12 2 3 2 5 35 
Op4ca1 Equipment 1 10 3 56 57 5 8 8 31 179 
Paint', Varnishes,G.lass 
A.Painterst Supplies 2 16 17 65 163 9 30 146 21 369 

Professional & Scientific 
Listruments & Equiment - - - 114 - - - - 3 37 Radio & Radio Ea'lipment - - 22 76 92 1 17 19 3 220 

S€eIs. 	.l-s, 	Etc. 1 10 3 37 88 9 8 35 14 205 
Shces t other foetwear - 5 6 63 130 6 -, 1 1)4 225 
SperTing Good.s - - - 6 l46 1 12 12 - 77 
Stttoneri, Eooks, Etc. 1 17 3 76 158 19 20 10 35 339 
Stoves, Eanges, 
Heaters, Etc. - - 22 68 18 1 12 8 3 132 

surgical & Iowital 
Suppes - 7 - 18 52 3 2 6 32 120 

Toilet Articles 2 23 5 121 259 14 18 13 57 512 
Toya & Games 2 16 5 81 166 11 it-i. 10 29 334 
Wall Paper - 11 14 5 - - - 20 
itsce1aneous Mercban- 1 6 2 115 115 )-i. 2 7 8 260 

di se 
Second Hand Mrciandise - - - - 8 - - - - S 

4 

0 T L 	34 	411  390 3,033 	5,379 	1423 	595 619 1,022 	11,96 



PTISI C' (ANAIIA LIfIlAfl 

BIFILInIHI LW 	IAIIIRLHI 	A1LA[A 

1010369304 

I - 

• -.- 

• 	- 
•• . 

i. 	 •• 

t -  
I - -I. I • 

- r 	. 
H 	i • 	 • 

4 

t 


