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PREFACE 

The present bulletin, one of a series which will deal wi th each province in turn, gives for Manitoba 
t h e complete results of the Census of Agriculture, taken as of June 1, 1931. 

The Introduction reviews briefly the history of agriculture in the province dating back to the earliest 
t imes . Compara t ive stat is t ics are given back to 1901 for the province as a whole. In the general tables 
nearly all the da ta are given by census divisions, and in certain cases by municipalities or subdivisions. 

When all the provinces have been dealt with in this way, the bulletins will be brought together in 
one volume, with a comprehensive introduction and summary for Canada as a whole. There is also in the 
course of preparation a monograph on the agriculture of Canada which will analyse conditions and progress 
in complete detai l . 

T h e miaterials for this Bulletin were prepared under the direction of A. J. Pelletier, Acting Chief 
of the Branch, and under the immedia te supervision of O. A. Lemieux, M.S.A., as in charge of the: 
Agricultural Section of the Census Branch. 

K. H . COATS, 
Dominion Statistician, 

December 8, 1934. 
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Dominion Statistician: R. H. Coats, LL.D., F.R.S.C., F.S.S. (Hon.) 
Acting Chief, Demography Branch: A. J. Pelletier 

INTRODUCTION 
This bulletin presents the statistics of agriculture for the province of Manitoba, as compiled from t h e 

da ta obtained in the census of June 1, 1931. Preliminary bulletins have been published giving t h e 
number^and size of occupied farms, the number of live stock on farms, acreages, tenure, values, mortgage 
debt , farm expenses, the acreages of the various crops for 1931 and the acreages and production for 1930. 
Wherever possible the figures for previous censuses were included in order to show the development 
which has taken place between censuses. 

Date of the Census .—The census of 1931, like t ha t of 1921 and 1911, was taken as of June 1st, while 
the census of 1901 was taken as of April 1st, and tha t of 1891 as of April 5th. This should be kept in mind 
when comparisons of live stock are made , as a census taken in June will include a large number of animals 
not born in April. 

Year to w h i c h Census Figures Apply.—The statistics of farms, farm operators and farm property, 
including size, condition, value, tenure, mortgage debt , farm facilities, animals, and acreage under crops, 
relate to June 1, 1931, while all records of production, values of farm products and expenses relate to t h e 
year 1930, except those of maple syrup and sugar which represent the 1931 crop. 

Method of Taking the Census.—For the purpose of taking the census, the whole province was 
divided into 903 enumeration areas, 635 of which contained farms, the remainder being located in urban 
centres. An enumerator was appointed for each area and it was his duty to visit every farm in his distr ict 
to secure the information asked for on the agricultural schedules. The information was secured from the 
farmer himself or from a competent member of his family. These schedules were then forwarded to 
Ot tawa after having been examined by the census commissioners, where they were edited by a trained 
staff; any schedule where the information did not appear correct was sent back to the enumerator to 
obtain the necessary da ta to complete the record. 

To render the collection of da ta easier and more accurate, an advance schedule was mailed to every 
farmer before the t ime of taking the census so t h a t he might have sufficient t ime to study the schedule 
and to prepare his answers before the visit of the enumerator. 

Accuracy of Census Figures.—The census figures are tabulated from information secured directly 
from the farmers. Those relating to farm population, farm workers, tenure, area and condition of occupied, 
improved and unimproved lands, acreages planted in the spring of 1931, farm mortgages and taxes are based 
on facts which a t the t ime of the visit of the enumerator were fresh in the farmer's mind. The value of 
individual farms, buildings, implements and live stock a t the date of the census also represent conditions 
with which the farmer and the enumerator were thoroughly familiar and competent to record. On the 
other hand, the acreage, production and value of crops and data concerning animal products for the year 
1930 were in most cases given by the farmer from memory, as few farmers keep actual accounts; how­
ever, a close examination of the farm schedules shows tha t enumerators and farmers alike co-operated 
in the most effective way possible in the taking of the census. In the Census volume in which these re­
sults are finally reported, a full examination of the relation of Census figures and marketing and other 
records will be presented. 

General Farm Schedule.—The general farm schedule for the census of 1931 contained 605 questions, 
19 of which referred to operators, population and farm workers; 7 to farm acreage and tenure; 10 to condition 
of land; 5 to farm values and mortgage debt ; 9 to farm expenses; 21 to farm facilities; 165 to crops and 
their disposal; 3 to irrigation; 149 to gardens, orchards, greenhouses and nurseries; 30 to forest products 
on farms; 5 to maple products; 14 to co-operative marketing; 56 to the various classes of live stock; 27 to 
animal products; 4 to young animals raised on farms; 16 to animals slaughtered on farms; 28 to animals 
sold alive; 23 to animals bought during 1930 by the farm operator; and 14 to pure-bred live stock. 

There w^ere also two other schedules, one for "vacant and abandoned farms" and one for "non-resident 
fa rms" . In previous censuses, the enumerator was required to obtain from each farm operator the total 
value of each kind of grain or other field crop produced on his farm in the census year. This inquiry was 
omi t ted from the 1931 general farm schedule and instead the enumerator was required to give an esti­
mate of the average value per ton, bushel or pound of each of the field crops produced in his enumeration 
area. The prices quoted were to be those obtained on the average by the farmers in the subdistrict , a t 
the local marke t . 

Several questions were asked for the first t ime in the census of 1931. These new inquiries were as 
follows:— 

(1) F a r m workers, males and females. 
(2) F a r m population. 
(3) Movement of population, i.e., persons who have left the farm to live in a city, town or village, 

and persons who have left a city, town or village to live permanently on the farm, 
(4) T h e following i tems of farm expenses were included: expenditures for spraying chemicals, electric 

current for light and power, and taxes paid or payable on land and buildings. 
(5) F a r m mortgages. 
(6) Kind of road adjoining the farm. 
(7) Distance to the nearest marke t town and railway station. 
(8) T h e number of binders, combines, headers, threshing machines, cream separators, milking 

machines, and silos. 
(9) T h e number of farmhouses having running water in the kitchen and in the ba th room. 

(10) T h e number of radios. 
(11) Animals bought in 1930 by the farm operator and their disposition. 


