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FOREWORD

The Canadian censuses constitute a rich source of information
about the condition of groups and communities of Canadians, extending over
many years. It has proved to be worthwhile in Canada, as in some other
countries, to supplement census statistical reports with analytical mono-
graphs on a number of selected topics. The 1931 Census was the basis of
several valuable monagraphs but, for various reasons, it was impossible to
follow this precedent with a similar program until 1961. The 1961 Census
monographs received good public reception, and have been cited repeatedly
in numerous documents that deal with policy problems in diverse fields
such as manpower, urbanization, income, the status of women, and marketing.
They were also of vital importance in the evaluation and improvement of the
quality and relevance of Statistics Canada social and economic data. This
successful experience led to the decision to expand the program of census
analytical studies by entering into an agreement with the Social Science
Federation of Canada. The present series of analyses is focused largely on

the results of the 1971 Census.

The purpose of these studies is to provide a broad analysis of
social and economic phenomena in Canada. Although the studies concentrate
on the results of the 1971 Census, they are supplemented by data from
several other sources. These reports are written in such a way that their
main conclusions and supporting discussion can be understood by a general
audience of concerned citizens and officials, who often lack the resources
needed to interpret and digest the rows of numbers that appear in census
statistical bulletins. For these persons, interpretive texts that bring
the dry statistics to life are a vital dimension of the dissemination of
data from a census. Such texts are often the only means that concerned
citizens and officials have to personally perceive benefits from the national
investment in the census. This particular report is one of a series planned
to be published concerning a variety of aspects of Canadian life, including
income, language use, farming, family composition, migration, adjustment of
immigrants, human fertility, labour force participation, housing, commuting

and population distribution.



I should like to express my appreciation to the universities
that have made it possible for members of their staff to contribute to this
program, to authors within Statistics Canada who have freely put forth
extra effort outside office hours in preparing their studies, and to a
number of other members of Statistics Canada staff who have given assis-—
tance. An Advisory Panel of the Social Science Federation of Canada
organized and conducted an author selection process for several studies,
and arranged for review of seven manuscripts in their original version. In
addition, thanks are extended to the various readers, experts in their fields,

whose comments were of considerable assistance to the authors.
Although the monographs have been prepared at the request of

and published by Statistics Canada, responsibility for the analyses and

conclusions is that of the individual authors.

PETER G. KIRKHAM,

Chief Statistician of Canada.



PREFACE

This monograph has been prepared under the auspices of the Census Analytic
Programme sponsored jointly by the Social Sciences Research Council of Canada (now
the Social Science Federation) and Statistics Canada. The original proposal invol-
ved a comparative study of Canada and Australia, using 1971 Census data from the
two countries. The plan was subsequently modified so that this report is confined
to an analysis of Canadian data with an emphasis on comparisons between Quebec and
the rest of Canada. The characteristics of immigrants are compared with the Cana-
dian-born of foreign parentage and the Canadian-born of Canadian parentage. Ano-
ther separately funded project is in progress which will involve systematic compa-

rison with immigrants in Australia in 1971.

The original version of this report was submitted to Statistics Canada early
in 1978. Since then, it has undergone extensive editing and revision. Due to the
high costs of printing, many tables and charts have been deleted. A report with
supplementary tables is available from the Ethnic Research Programme, York Univer-
sity. Although there was close collaboration between the two authors at all stages
of the research, each is responsible for separate sections of the final report,
which was originally written in two parts. Chapters one and fourteen were jointly
authored. Anthony H. Richmond wrote Chapters 2, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11 and 12. Warren
E. Kalbach wrote Chapters 3, 4, 5, 6 and 13.

The preparation of this monograph has been a team effort to which many peo-
ple have contributed. The authors wish to express their indebtedness to Professor
Marvin McInnis for his helpful advice and assistance, at the early stages of the
project, in his capacity as Director of the SSRCC/Statistics Canada Census Analytic
Programme. As Manager of the Programme on behalf of Statistics Canada, Dr. Leroy
Stone has dealt with administrative problems. We would like to thank Mr. Derek
Bright and the staff of Data Dissemination, Statistics Canada, for their valuable
co—operation. We have been fortunate also in benefitting from the availability, at
York University, of the Data Bank and the Methods and Analysis Division of the In-
stitute for Behavioural Research whose staff have given helpful advice and assis-
tance. We also wish to acknowledge the valuable services of the Departments of
Computer Services at York University and at Erindale College of the University of
Toronto. We would also like to thank several anonymous referees for helpful cri-

ticisms.



We are particularly indebted to the painstaking assistance, on a full-time
basis throughout the project, of Dr. Ravi B.P. Verma, without whose skills in com-
puter programming and data analysis the study would not have been possible. Spe-
cial acknowledgement is due Madeline Richard for her untiring efforts in processing
special tabulations from the Public Use Sample Tapes of the 1971 Census. We would
also like to thank the following people who have also given us valuable research
assistance at various stages. In alphabetical order they are: Mr. Joel Clodman;
Ms. Margaret Denton and Dr. Lakshmana Rao. We wish to express our gratitude also
to Mrs. Jacqueline Garland and Mrs. Rhonda Gibson who have typed and retyped suc-
cessive versions of the manuscript with cheerful dedication in the face of threa-
tening deadlines. Ms. Elaine Alexandroff also assisted in the final retyping
stages. Anthony H. Richmond wishes also to thank his wife and partner, Freda
Richmond, for undertaking extensive editorial work on several earlier drafts of his

chapters.

Anthony H. Richmond,
Warren E. Kalbach,
Toronto,

November, 1978.
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CHAPTER 1
INTRODUCTION

This study examines the situation of immigrants in Canada in 1971 and makes
demographic and socio-economic comparisons with the Canadian-born population, dis-
tinguishing those born of foreign parentage from those with two Canadian-born pa-
rents. Out of a total population of 21.6 million in 1971, 3.3 million or 157 were
born outside Canada; over 1 million had arrived during the preceding decade and 1.3
million had settled during the post-war years, 1946-61. An additional four million
persons were born in Canada of immigrant parents. The remaining two-thirds of the
population were the native-born with two Canadian-born parents. The study examines
the immigrant adaptation process over time as measured by the length of residence
of the foreign-born and the generational status of the Canadian-born. Further com-
parisons are made using the birthplace of the foreign-born and also the ethnic origin

of those born in or outside Canada.

In view of the special situation of Quebec, with its predominantly French-
speaking population, it was expected that the experience of Immigrants in that pro-
vince would differ from those resident elsewhere in 1971. Immigrants and those born
in Canada of immigrant parentage constituted only 157 of the Quebec population com-
pared with more than 407 of the population in the rest of the country. There were
further variations between other provinces with the impact of immigration being
strongest in Ontario, but practical considerations prevented detailed comparative
analysis of all regions. However, a special feature of this monograph is a syste-
matic comparison of the native-born and foreign-born living in Quebec with those in
the rest of Canada. Although the study focuses specifically on immigrants, it throws
light on the whole structure of Canadian society through its examination of the to-
tal population and its use of the Canadian-born as a basis for comparison with the

immigrants.

The existence of two official languages, the concentration of a high pro-
portion of the French speaking population in Quebec together with Canada's in-
creasing linguistic and cultural diversity resulting from immigration, raise some
important theoretical questions concerning the nature of the immigrant adaption
process. Classical studies of immigration relied heavily on the concept of as-

similation. Generally, the linguistic and cultural assimilation of immigrants has
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been distinguished from the structural aspects which include the demographic, geo-
graphic and socio-economic dimensions (Gordon, 1964). The process of assimilation
has been represented as a progressive convergence by the immigrant population to-

ward the characteristics of the native-born. Studies in various countries suggest
that this process of convergence does not always occur in practice. (Eisenstadt,

1954; Glazer and Moynihan, 1963; Gordon, 1978; Price, 1969.) Many modern societies
that have experienced large-scale immigration have remained highly pluralistic and

exhibit varying degrees of ethnic stratification.

Many earlier studies of immigration failed to recognize that the receiving
societies were undergoing rapid technological, economic and social changes. These
changes influenced immigration policy and the kind of immigrants deemed admissible.
Furthermore, immigrants made significant contributions to change the character of
the countries to which they moved. In the decade prior to 1971, Canada underwent
a major reorganization of its economic and social structure as it assumed more of
the characteristics of a highly advanced industrial society. During this period,
major developments took place in automation, computerization and in the communica-
tions industry. There was an exponential rate of increase in the consumption of
energy, especially in transportation which was revolutionized through space-age
research and jet propulsion. In 1961, 467 of all immigrants (except those arriving
from the United States) travelled by air; by 1971, the proportion had increased to

95%. This has important implications for immigration and its administrative control.

Economic changes taking place in this period created a demand for immigrants
with different backgrounds and qualifications from those who came in earlier years.
Unlike European guest-workers who tended to enter the less socially desirable oc-
cupations and those sectors of industry that had difficulty in attracting indigenous
labour, immigrants to Canada in the period 1946-71 were a more fully representative
cross—-section of the labour force. As well as attracting immigrants who entered
less skilled occupations in manufacturing and the construction industry, Canada
also encouraged the immigration of highly skilled and professional people, particu-
larly in the decade after 1961. 1In this respect, our immigration policies were res-
ponding to structural changes in the economy as the country moved to a more advanced

stage of industrial development (Richmond and Verma, 1978).



Over the decade Canada experienced an absolute decline in the labour force
employed in agriculture and forestry, continuing a trend that had been established
earlier. Other primavry sectors, particularly the mining and extraction industries,
continued to grow but in terms of labour only slowly. Secondary industries (manu-
facturing, construction and transportation) also expanded, but less rapidly than
the labour force as a whole. The numbers employed in the communications industry
increased at a slightly above average rate, as did those in trade but growth was
much greater in finance, insurance and real estate. The most dramatic increase was

in the service sector, including business, recreational and government services.

One of the most significant developments was the growth of professional and
technical employment which requires higher education. Although enrolment in post-
secondary education in Canada increased substantially during the 1960s, the ex-
pansion was still not sufficient to keep pace with growth in tertiary sectors of
the economy and was insufficient to meet the demand for experienced people with pro-
fessional and technical training. Immigration played an important part in making up
this deficieney, although later there was a sufficient supply of Canadian-trained

people in some fields.

Another important trend was toward increasing urbanization of the population.
By 1971, 76.17 of the population was classified as urban and 6.67 as rural-farm.
At the time of the census, 557 of the population was located in 22 Census Metro-
politan Areas and more than half of all immigrants were to be found in four major

metropolitan areas, Montréal, Toronto, Winnipeg and Vancouver.

Given the pluralistic structure of modern societies and the rapid changes
taking place in them, the concept of assimilation, as traditionally understood, is
somewhat over-simplified and anachronistic (Jackson, 1969, p. 280). Immigrants are
attracted to those locations where economic growth is most rapid and where oppor—
tunities are greatest. Canada deliberately selected immigrants to meet the needs
of those industries that were expanding most rapidly and to fill the vacancies in
those occupations where the demand was greatest. As a consequence of this deliber-
ate selectivity, recent immigrants were structurally distributed in 1971 in ways
that were more typical of an advanced industrial society than were earlier settlers
and the older generations of the Canadian-born. The process of modernization gene-

rally involves an increasing urbanization of the population and a move away from



agriculture and primary production into the secondary and tertiary sectors of the
economy. There is also a decline in fertility and family size, an increasing demand
for and use of higher educational opportunities, together with a growing proportion
of the population in professional and semi-professional occupations. In respect of
all these indicators, immigrants tended to be more assimilated to the social system
of an advanced industrial society than were many of those whose fathers and fore-
fathers were born here. Such a pattern is the reverse of that generally understood

as structural assimilation.

1.1. Basic Concepts and Analytical Categories

There are several basic concepts and analytical categories that are funda-
mental to studies of immigrant adjustment in societies such as Canada that have
a unique history of settlement and a traditional commitment to immigration as a
means of national building. Of particular importance for this study are the concepts
of birthplace, birthplace of parents, generation, ethnic group, period of immigration,
age-sex composition, occupation and area of residence. As the definitions sometimes
vary between censuses and because changes in census data collection and processing
procedures may also affect the nature and quality of data, the following brief dis-
cussion of concepts and definitions will provide a basis for understanding the scope

of this research as well as some of its limitations.

1.1.1. Birthplace

Birthplace is of primary importance in identifying the foreign-born population.
Birthplace in the 1971 Census '"refers to province of birth if born in Canada, and
country of birth according to boundaries at the census date, if born outside Canada."

(Statistics Canada, Dictionary of the 1971 Census Terms, 1972.) While birthplace

is a fairly unambiguous concept, it is not always a totally reliable guide to a
person's ethnic or cultural antecedents, because the increasing mobility of the
world's population, as well as the continuing instability of political boundaries,
has tended to produce considerable ethnic heterogeneity within nation-states. Today,
there is considerable variation between nations in terms of their relative degrees

of racial and ethnic homogeneity. This is a particularly important problem for

immigration research based on census data because many immigrants were formerly

members of minority social and ethnic groups in their countries of birth.



1.1.2. Ethnic Group

Questions designed to determine the ethnic or cultural origins of Canada's
population have been asked for as long as censuses have been taken in this country.
Not only do they provide additional information for interpreting the meaning of
birthplace data when the person is born outside Canada, but they also provide the
only viable means of linking the native-born population to its ethnic or cultural

origins.

There have been variations in both definition and enumeration procedures over
the years, but in the Census of 1971, as well as that of 1961, the concept '"ethnic

group' referred to one's

'ethnic or cultural background traced through the father's
side." Where difficulty was encountered in ascertaining ethnic origins for census
purposes, the language spoken by the person or by his parental ancestor on first
coming to this continent was often used as a guide to determine the ethnic or cul-

tural group (Statistics Canada, Dictionary of the 1971 Census terms, 1972, p. 6).

Some people experience considerable difficulty in answering questions about
their ethnic or cultural origins. The question is easier for the foreign-born but
generally harder the farther removed the respondent is from the ancestors who first
came to North America. However, in spite of the ambiguity, the question still offers
the only clue to the ethnic or cultural origins of those born in the United States

or Canada.

In interpreting the data relating to this question, it should be remembered
that the use of the census concept of 'ethnic or cultural origin' does not neces-
sarily imply the existence of a '"group" in the sociological sense. The individuals
concerned do not necessarily share a common sense of identification and belonging
reinforced by participation in group activities. The concept of ethnic origin
merely provides a set of analytical categories by which populations can be sorted,
aggregated and compared. The significance of any such scheme lies in its ability
to differentiate the population in terms of social, economic or other relevant
demographic variables. It may well be that the census concept of "ethnic origin"
has little or no significance for some segments of Canada's population. However,
one of the objectives of this research is to determine for which groups and in what
contexts "ethnic origin" has significance for the adjustment of immigrants and their

descendents in Canada.



In analyzing ethnic group differences, it would have been advantageous to
retain all the ethnic origin groups which are separately identified during the data
collecting and coding phases of the census operation. However, because of the com-
plexity of the cross-tabulations required and the number of variables employed in the
basic analytical framework, the retention of all 51 ethnic categories was simply
not feasible. Therefore, ethnic origin groups were combined into major groupings
comparable to the regional groupings of birthplace, with the addition of the Jewish

group as a separate category.

Difficulties in the interpretation of ethnic group differences often arise
through changes in definition, and in data collection and editing procedures. Stat-
istics Canada retained the same definition for ethnic group in 1971 as it used for
"ethnic origin" in 1961. However, a change was made in the editing procedures which
significantly altered the ethnic group classification for persons reporting Jewish
religion. The latter were automatically classified as Jewish regardless of the
ethnic origin they may have specified. This change in editing procedures signific-
antly increased the size of the Jewish origin group and decreased the numbers of

several European origin groups, compared with previous censuses.

The change in enumeration procedures in 1971 from field interviewing by
enumerators to the use of self response type questionnaires for the bulk of the
population may also have produced additional variation in the classification of the
population by ethnic and cultural origins. The amount of change in the composition
of the population by ethnic origin between 1961 and 1971 which can be attributed
to this source is difficult to estimate. (For a discussion of the effect on the
British and French origin groups, see Henripin, 1974.) Undoubtedly, it is a

factor which must be considered when evaluating the results of this research.

1.1.3. Birthplace of Parents

Previous research on assimilation and integration using Canadian census data
has been limited to comparisons of the foreign-born by country of birth, or ethnic
origin and by period of immigration. The characteristics of the native-born have
generally served as the standard for evaluation. In 1971, a new census question
permitted the identification and analysis of a crucial link in the longer term pro-
cess of immigrant adaptation; the question on birthplace of parents distinguished
whether or not the respondent's parents were born in Canada or abroad. The data were

subsequently recorded as follows:



Both parents born outside Canada
Father only born in Canada
Mother only born in Canada

Both parents born in Canada.

For the purpose of this study, these data were combined with information on
the respondent's birthplace in order to classify members of the population as first,
second, or third and subsequent generations (referred to as the third-plus genera-
tion). Strictly speaking, these are cohort-generations defining the individual's
situs in a given socio-demographic system. They do not correspond to the concept
of generation as usually understood by geneticists or family sociologists. However,
the use of generation in this demographic sense has been well established in the im-
migration literature by researchers working with American and Australian data (Car-

penter, 1927; Borrie, 1954; Hutchinson, 1956).

In view of the fact that this definition permits siblings to be either first
or second generation depending on whether they were born before or after the immi-
gration of the parents, some further clarification is warranted. A person born out-

side Canada is designated foreign-born, i.e., as first generation, irrespective of the

birthplace of either of the parents or the age of the person concerned at the time

of immigration}' A person born in Canada is designated second generation when one

or both parents were born outside Canada. Many of the tabulations used in this re-
search make a further distinction between those born in this country who have two
foreign-born parents and those who have one Canadian- and one foreign-born parent,
without distinguishing the sex of the Canadian-born parent. A person here is sim-

ply classified as third-plus generation when both parents are Canadian-bormn, as it

is not possible to further differentiate between subsequent generations.

In interpreting cohort-generation data of this kind, it is important to keep
in mind the significance of age in relation to period of immigration. Persons born
outside Canada who immigrated as young children and received some or all of their
education in Canada, will differ in important respects from those who immigrated as
adults, The former will probably be more like the children of immigrants and others
born in this country. There is an element of arbitrariness in this method of clas-
sification by generation which is unavoidable given the type of data collected and
the form in which they are recorded. However, attention is drawn in the course of

this study to some instances where the age of the foreign-born at the time of arrival

See footnote(s) on page 58.
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other significance than that the data may not have been available from the particu-

lar data source being utilized.2

Wherever published data or special tabulations were used, the data were
available for the whole of Canada, although in the case of low income data used in
Chapter 11, residents of the Yukon and Northwest Territories were excluded. Wher-
ever data were derived from the 17 Public Use Sample Tapes, the populations of
Prince Edward Island and the Yukon and Northwest Territories were excluded; this ex-
cluded only 0.87 of the population of Canada and only 0.057 of all immigrants in
Canada in 1971.

1.2. Data Sources

Data utilized in this research were obtained primarily from special tabula-
tions designed and produced in collaboration with the Data Dissemination Unit of
Statistics Canada. Difficulties were encountered in developing accurate cost esti-
mates for our total data requirements during the initial phase of this research.
There were inevitable time lags between the initiation of special requests and the
final production of the cross-tabulations. In order to meet contractual deadlines,
it was necessary to supplement the special tabulations with additional information
from Statistics Canada's regular publications from the 1971 Census of Canada and

from their 17 Public Use Sample Tapes.

The main advantage of a specially funded census monograph programme, such as
the one of which this research is a part, is the opportunity it presents to obtain
specially designed tabulations tailored specifically to a set of basic research hy-
potheses and to deal with substantive issues that cannot be examined through the
analysis of data generally released by Statistics Canada through its official census
publication programme. The incorporation of published data and utilization of
Public Use Sample Tapes, where necessary, had been planned, but in practice, these
additional sources were used more extensively than intended. This was due to bud-
geting and scheduling constraints which required significant reductions in the num-

ber of special tabulations actually provided by Statistics Canada.

See footnote(s) on page 58.



This created some problems for the internal consistency of the analyses.
First, it was not always possible to develop comparable categories for the variables
as those used in published data were generally determined by considerations other
than their relevance for the study of birthplace, ethnic origin and migration vari-
ables. Secondly, and perhaps more important with respect to published data, was the
small number of variables for which data were published in any one particular cross-
tabulation. Practical limitations imposed by page format and bulletin size consid-
erations limited tabular presentation to the simplest types of statistical tables
with minimal numbers of variables. Even more serious for this research was the
fact that, in all of the published data for the 1971 Census, only two tables provid-
ed cross-tabulated data by birthplace of parents. One provided birthplace of par-
ents data by sex for the Canadian- and foreign-born by province while the other

presented the same cross-tabulation for Census Metropolitan Areas.

The 17 Public Use Sample Tapes represented a significant breakthrough by
Statistics Canada for improving the accessibility of census data for the non-govern-
ment researcher. Even so, there were difficult problems arising from the small size
of the sample and the nature of the data included on the tapes. The 17 sample size
imposed severe limitations on the number of variables and the categories that could
be incorporated in any one cross-tabulation without running into the instability
problem associated with small cell frequencies. 1In addition, the individual and
combined categories for specific variables did not always permit the construction of
the desired categories to match those of the special tabulations, nor was it possible

to develop cross-tabulations involving variables from the different data files.

An additional limitation which restricted the value of the Public Use Sample
Tapes was their incomplete coverage of the national population to which reference
has been made. Small samples led to a concern over respondent anonymity in Prince
Edward Island, the Yukon and the Northwest Territories. Therefore, sample data were
not included for these areas. Data were provided for the remaining provinces, but
not for Canada as a whole. Information was provided for the Toronto and Montréal
Census Metropolitan Area populations; for two urban size categories (over and under
30,000 population), and rural non-farm and rural farm populations within provinces.
Given that a completely comprehensive and consistent set of special tabulations was
not feasible, due to financial and time constraints imposed on the project, the

Public Use Sample Tapes proved to be an invaluable resource. It is to be hoped that
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this vehicle for providing easier and more economical access to Canada's census data

will be retained and improved for the 1981 Census of Canada.

1.3. Summary of Findings

1.3.1. TImmigration Trends 1961-71

In the inter-censal period 1961-71, 1.42 million immigrants entered Canada of
whom approximately one million were still resident at the time of the census. The
contribution of immigration to population growth was further influenced by the in-
ward and outward movements of those born in Canada. Precise estimates of these move-
ments are not available, but it is estimated that net migration increased population
by only 524,355 or 167 of the total growth, after allowing for census underenumeration.
At the beginning of the decade, approximately 257 of the immigrants expressed an inten-
tion to settle in Quebec, but this fell to 15.87 by 1971. Over the decade, the pro-

portion indicating that they had some knowledge of French also declined.

In 1962, Canada dispensed with preferential categories based on nationality
and removed almost all direct racial and ethnic discrimination from its selection
criteria. At the same time, the number of immigration offices abroad was increased,
particularly in non-European countries. The effect was evident in the countries of
last permanent residence reported by immigrants. The proportion of immigrants com-
ing from Great Britain, Northern, Western, Central and Eastern Europe declined from
69.17 in the period 1946-60 to 41.67 in the decade 1961-71. At the same time, the
proportion of immigrants from Southern Europe increased from 17.47 to 24.27. There
was an even more dramatic increase in the numbers from other parts of the world,
from 13.5% to 34.27. The consequence was a substantial diversification in the eth-

nic composition of immigration.

Throughout the decade, independent immigrants were selected on the basis of

occupational criteria which were made explicit in new regulations introduced in 1967.
A points system using units of assessment which gave substantial emphasis to educa-
tional qualifications and training was adopted. This also applied in modified form

to immigrants nominated by close relatives. Some 28,000 refugees also came to Canada
between 1961 and 1971. Whereas, between 1946 and 1960, 19.17 immigrants expressed

the intention of entering farming or other primary occupations, the proportion fell to

to 4.17 in the decade preceding the 1971 Census. The proportion intending to enter



manufacturing and mechanical trades remained about the same, roughly 22.57 of the
movement. However, there was a very substantial increase in the proportion whose
intended occupation was in the Clerical, Professional or Managerial categories.

These intended occupations rose 22.57 in the immediate post-war period up to 1961
and 467 in the following decade. Although immigrants from Southern Europe and

others in the nominated streams continued to be recruited mainly for the construc-
tion and service industries, immigrants arriving between 1961 and 1971 were better

educated and more highly qualified than earlier cohorts.

1.3.2. A Decade of Experience

The extensive analyses of data on the post-war immigrant population arising
from the 1961 Census made possible an examination of the experience of the 1946-60
cohort of immigrants during the 1961-71 intercensal decade in comparison with their
native-born counterparts. The decade was one of rapid economic growth, significant
but cyclical immigration and unemployment levels accompanied by changing social at-
titudes reflected in new immigration regulations, increasing emphasis on multicul-
turalism and attempts to move towards official bilingualism. During the decade, the
cohort of post-war immigrants which had been resident in Canada in 1961 changed in
size and structure, mainly from the effects of emigration whereas mortality reduced
the size of the native-born cohort more than net migration. Masculinity ratios ac-
tually increased for the post-war immigrant cohort in contrast to the decline for
the native-born. The net effect of all these factors combined with internal migra-
tion during the decade was a more sensitive response on the part of the post-war im-
migrants to regional conditions. This could be seen in a greater proportional de-
cline of numbers in the more economically depressed areas and increases in the pro-

portions residing in the major growth areas.

Age composition accounts for the much larger proportion who were married
among the post-war immigrant group. Conditions tending to increase and maintain the
relative numbers of married persons through the early and later stages of the family
life cycle appear to have been more favourable for the post-war immigrant cohort
than for the native-born. The personal and family dislocation which accompanies im-
migration would seem to be the basis for the higher proportions of secondary fami-

lies in post-war immigrant households at the beginning of the decade as well as



their smaller family size.3 However, the net effect of the intercensal changes was

to reduce the differences between the two cohorts.

With respect to labour force characteristics, the post-war immigrant cohort
varied significantly from the corresponding native-born cohort. The immigrant co-
hort had higher participation rates, their type of employment patterns were differ-
ent, and they achieved higher levels of economic achievement defined in terms of av-
erage total earnings. For those of working age, trends in labour force participa-
tion rates were similar. In the case of both native and foreign-born males, rates
were declining while those for females were increasing. In 1961 the rates for immi-
grant males and females were higher than for the native-born, while in the course of
the decade, the gap between native-born and foreign increased for males and decreased
for females. Sex was a more important determinant of changes in type of employment
than birthplace over the decade. The significance of these observed differences was
difficult to interpret in some cases because of problems in assessing the effects of

emigration on the post-war immigrant cohort.

The overall effects with respect to relative income and changes during the
decade were quite clear. The income status of the majority of age-sex groups in the
two cohorts in the experienced labour force was reversed over the decade as the post-
war immigrant group exhibited greater improvement in their total earnings than did
the native-born. The same shift was apparent in total earnings of family heads as
well as in total family earnings. The post-war immigrants generally achieved rela-
tively greater decadal increases and obtained higher income levels than the native-

born. This was the reverse of the situation at the beginning of the decade.

This increase in earnings was characteristic of all major ethnic origin
groupings of the population. However, the general reversal in income positions for
the two cohorts was limited to the Northern and Western Europeans, the Central,
Eastern and Southern Europeans, and the residual "other and not stated" categorv.
For those of British and French origins, the post-war immigrant cohort had higher
average total earnings throughout the decade, while only the native-born of Jewish
and Asiatic origins maintained their superiority. The amount of variation between

ethnic groups in average total earnings declined during the decade for both the

See footnote(s) on page 58.



— K1 =

post-war immigrants and native-born cohorts, but more so for the former. The rank
ordering of mean total earnings by ethnic origin was considerably more stable over

the decade for the native-born than for the 1946-60 immigrant cohort.

Overall, there is little to suggest that the 1946-60 post-war immigrant co-
hort in any way failed to achieve a satisfactory level of economic adjustment in
Canada during this decade. Some continued to outperform their native-born counter-
parts, while others overtook the native-born during the decade. Only a few rela-
tively small groups of post-war immigrants failed to achieve comparable levels of
economic success. As a whole, post-war immigrants who came to Canada between 1946-61
and were still living here at the time of the 1961 and 1971 Censuses, were economi-

cally well adapted.

1.3.3. Structure and Variations by Generation

In the past, the nature of available census data has limited much of the re-
search on immigrant populations in Canada to comparisons between the native-born and
foreign-born by period of immigration, and analyses of the foreign-born by
country of birth and of the total population by ethnic origin. One major weakness of
these studies has been their inability to identify the native-born children of the
immigrant population, an important group for the study of assimilation and integration.
The 1971 Census asked a question on birthplace of parents which provided the oppor-
tunity for a more precise analysis of changes between generation groups as well as
between ethnic groups within the same generation. Because immigrants come from a
variety of ethnic origins and have arrived in Canada at different times, knowledge
of their structural characteristics is needed to assess the significance of other

observed differences between these various groups.

Identifiable generation groups within Canada's population vary significantly
from each other in their age-sex structures, marital status and ethnic origin compo-
sition. The excess of males, traditionally characteristic of immigrants, declines
with each subsequent generation as does the median age, while the proportion of sin-
gle persons among those 15 and over tends to increase. With respect to the ethnic
origin composition of the population, it is not just the sheer size of the British
and French origin groups in Canada that is important, but the fact that they have
relatively large numbers of the third-plus generations who have been established

longer in Canadian society,4 The potential influence of the various smaller ethnic

See footnote(s) on page 58.



and cultural groups on Canadian society is limited by their size, as well as by the
recency of their presence in Canada. The influence of this factor is modified in
some instances through regional and urban concentration. During the intercensal de-
cade, 1961-71, both the number and sources of immigrants varied significantly while
being more concentrated in urban areas. The predominance of Dutch, German and
Italian immigrants during the early part of the decade gave way to other Southern
Europeans, Asians and other immigrants of non-European origins during the latter

half.

Variations in the distributions of ethnic origin groups by generation are so
great that it is difficult to derive valid inter-ethnic comparisons without taking
these structural differences into account. Similar precautionary statements must be
made about comparative analyses of immigrant groups and their descendants (based on
population data for the country as a whole) which do not take into consideration the
important regional differences in the distribution of population characteristics.

In this research, some major regional and cultural differences of particular rele-
vance to the study of immigrant adjustment are taken into account by contrasting
Quebec with the rest of Canada. In 1971, the Quebec population was 857 third-plus
generation compared to only 597 for the rest of Canada, with the remaining propor-
tions in both regions almost evenly divided between the first two generations. Sur-
prisingly, the third-plus generation in Quebec is older than elsewhere in Canada
while the first two generations are younger. Both the second and third-plus gener-
ations have lower masculinity ratios in Quebec, but its population of immigrants has
a significant excess of males, particularly among those arriving just prior to the
1971 Census. The greater imbalance between the sexes in Quebec is also reflected in
the higher proportion of single persons 15 years of age and older in all genera-

tions, as well as in every period of immigration of the first generation.

The major ethnic contrasts between Quebec and the rest of Canada are well
known, but variations in their generational composition are less so. While the dis-
tributions by generation are not very different for those of British origin, the
French have a higher proportion of the first and second generations outside Quebec
than within it. Most of the other smaller ethnic groups are not significantly dif-
ferent with respect to their generational distribution inside or outside Quebec;
but, for some recent post-war immigrants to Quebec, such as the Germans, Dutch,
Polish, Russians, and Ukrainians, the porportion of the first generation is signifi-
cantly higher in Quebec than in other parts of Canada where their ethnic counterparts

were established during earlier settlement of the Prairies.



Interesting differences are also apparent in the age structures with Quebec's
ethnic population generally tending to be older than their counterparts elsewhere.
Similar comparisons of Toronto and Montréal reveal much the same results with both
having somewhat older populations with lower sex ratios than their corresponding
hinterland populations. Again, because of the greater influx of recent immigrants,
the ethnic composition of the two largest urban centres differ dramatically from
their hinterlands but Montréal has a relatively greater proportion of Jewish,

Italian and French immigrants than Toronto.

1.3.4. Geographical Distribution and Ecological Patterns

Variations in the origins and timing of Canada's immigration during its his-
tory of settlement and development have produced ethnically differentiated patterns
of residence both regionally and within its larger metropolitan centres. Regional
populations range from the extremely homogeneous but ethnically contrasting popula-
tions in Newfoundland and Quebec to the very heterogeneous Prairie Provinces which
were settled by a variety of ethnic origin and cultural groups. Recent immigrants
have been increasingly concentrated in the larger urban centres and there, too, the
resident populations have tended to be differentiated in varying degrees in terms of

their ethnic, cultural and socio-economic status characteristics.

Analyses of lifetime migration data for the native-born generations show that
British Columbia, Alberta and Ontario have been the principal benefactors from inter-
provincial migration. Immigration has reinforced this pattern but has also reduced
the effects of lifetime net out-migration from the remaining provinces. Lifetime
mobility rates of the native-born as well as mobility rates for the five year period
preceding the 1971 Census show significant variations by ethnicity and generation.
Second generation Canadians were over-represented in interprovincial movements,
while the third-plus generations were over-represented in intraprovincial migration
and local mobility. First generation immigrants, who had resided in Canada for
longer than five years, also tended to be disproportionately represented among intra-

provincial migrants and local movers.

Comparisons of lifetime migration and recent mobility rates by ethnic origins

revealed significant differences between generations and regions. Lifetime internal



migration tended to increase the ethnic homogeneity of the majority of the eastern
provinces, including Quebec, while increasing the diversity of Ontario, Manitoba
and Saskatchewan. Alberta and British Columbia, with the highest rates of lifetime
in-migration rates for the native-born showed only a slight decline in ethnic diver-
sity suggesting that they have tended to attract migrants of approximately the same
ethnic origins as the resident population. None of the analyses suggests any sig-

nificant movement towards a more uniform regional dispersion of Canada's ethnic pop-

ulations.

Ethnic differentiation of the population by place of residence is also a
characteristic of Canada's larger urban communities. The degree of residential seg-
regation tends to vary significantly with respect to ethnic and cultural origins as
well as length of residence and generation status. Furthermore, the analysis of
Canada's largest urban centres shows that patterns of ethnic segregation are clearly
affected by the dominant cultural milieu within which the urban community exists.
Even so, the rank ordering of ethnic groups according to their degree of segregation
is fairly consistent among Canada's four largest Census Metropolitan Areas, while
levels of segregation tend to vary by region. Levels of segregation tend to be
higher in Montréal than in Toronto or in western cities. In almost every metropol-
itan area, those of British and Northwestern European origins tend to be least seg-

regated while Southern Europeans, Asians and Jews are more highly segregated.

Differences in the patterns of ethnic residential segregation are apparent
between the foreign- and native-born generations that are consistent with both the
Anglo conformity assimilation model and the pluralistic structural model. The
broader cultural context and ethnic structures of specific communities appear to be
important for understanding the residential segregation exhibited by specific ethnic
origin groups. Variations in ethnic segregation by educational status are no less
apparent and persist even when differences in generation status are controlled. The
basic pattern which emerges is that of generally higher ethnic segregation in the
lowest and highest status groups with minimum segregation occurring at the interme-
diate status level. Only when the effects of educational status differences are
controlled, is there evidence of decreasing segregation by generation and this is
limited to certain ethnic origins. Variations in the residential segregation of
Canada's ethnic populations residing in its largest urban centres, considered by

generation and educational status groups, provide little basis for simplistic
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explanations of its ethnically differentiated spatial structures, such as that of-

fered by theories of a melting-pot or anglo-conformity.

1.3.5. Family and Fertility

The influence of the foreign-born is considerably more than their actual num-
bers would first indicate since most of their children are included as part of the
native-born population. Together, the first generation immigrants and their chil-
dren (including those now adult) comprise one-third of the total population. At
the same time, they account for 447 of all heads of census family units. In terms
of family type, they differ little from families whose heads belong to the third and
subsequent generations. The proportion of primary families, which is initially low,
increases quickly with length of residence as immigrants become established and are
able to set up and maintain single-family households.3 Forming multiple-family
households appears to be a characteristic response by younger and older immigrant
family heads to the problems of adjustment peculiar to certain stages in the family
life cycle. This is more so than for their native-born counterparts. It is partic-
ularly evident in the high proportion of secondary type families among the most re-

cent immigrants to Canada.

Family size tends to vary with family life cycle stage regardless of genera-
tion status. However, for family heads over 35 years of age, family size varies
directly by generation. It is smallest for the first generation heads, larger for
the second generation, and largest for those heads belonging to the third and subse-
quent generations. Younger family heads in the second generation had families ei-
ther as large or larger than those of subsequent generations. Similar differences
are reflected in the number of children at home under 25 years of age, but inter-
esting differences in age composition suggest that children stay in the home longer
in families with older first generation heads. This is consistent with school at-
tendance data which show that the children of first and second generation family
heads tend to remain in school longer than children from families whose heads are

third-plus generation Canadians.

Because Canada's ethnic groups differ from each other in terms of their basic
g P

age-sex structures, differences are also found to exist in their distribution by

See footnote(s) on page 58,
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family type, size, and age of children. Family size and number of children at home
tend to reflect both differences in family life cycle stage and fertility. Although
cumulative fertility data are a much better indicator of fertility, ethnic fertility
differentials tend to be somewhat obscured by the interaction between fertility,
education attainment, and generation status. Generation differences do not totally
disappear when educational attainment levels are controlled. In fact, generational
differences in fertility are greatest among those with the lowest educational at-
tainment levels. Interestingly, the inter-ethnic group variation in fertility is

also greatest among those with primary or no education.

The pattern of increasing fertility by successive generations in Canada as a
whole is solely the consequence of the fertility behaviour of the two dominant
groups, the British and French. The Scandinavians, Ukrainians, Italians, and Dutch
exhibit declining fertility by generation while the remaining groups show higher
fertility in the second generation and lower fertility in the third-plus generation,
relative to the first. Even the recent reversal of the long-term decline in cohort
fertility, which had characterized the cohorts of women born before 1917, was not
shared by all ethnic origin groups, the most important exceptions being women of

German and Italian origin.

Differences in family and fertility characteristics between Quebec and the
rest of Canada are greatly affected by the obvious difference in ethnic origin of
the population, and the less obvious difference in generation structure. Many of
the variations can be accounted for by the fact that 817 of Quebec's population is
third-plus generation compared with only 487 of the population outside that prov-
ince. Family size and number of children at home, as well as fertility levels, are
smaller than in the rest of Canada for young family heads and above-average for the
older heads of families. The latter still contribute the most weight to the overall
average. The transition in fertility among young women has been most dramatic in
Quebec in recent years. Notwithstanding this dramatic decline, Quebec's tradition
of high fertility and large families still appears to influence the fertility of
all generations within the two major ethnic populations in Montréal, as well as the
third-plus generation of most other ethnic origin groups. This contrasts with
Toronto where only in the case of first and second generation non-British and non-

French origin groups was family size higher in Toronto than in Montréal.
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1.3.6. Education, Training and School Attendance

Although there was considerable variation by birthplace, on average immi-
grants were better educated and trained than the Canadian-born in 1971. Of those
born in Canada and resident in Quebec, 8.47 had a university degree or some univer-
sity education compared with 107 of the Canadian-born resident in other provinces.
Highly qualified immigrants were clearly attracted to Quebec where 16.8%, compared
with 11.97 in other provinces, had a degree or some university education. The pro-
portion with university experience increased significantly from 5.87 of pre-war im-
migrants to 27.27 of those who arrived in 1966-71. This was partly a function of
age, but considerable differences persisted when comparisons were made on an age-

specific and age-standardized basis.

Immigrants in both Quebec and the rest of Canada were also more likely to
have some vocational training than the population born in Canada. A completed voca-
tional course was characteristic of 12.1% of the Canadian-born compared with 16% of
the foreign-born. Again there was variation by birthplace. Immigrants from the
United Kingdom and Western European countries tended to have the highest proportion
with vocational training. Over the post-war period, the proportion of immigrants
with such training did not vary as much as the proportion with university experience.
Vocational training was most characteristic of those who arrived in 1956-60 and de-

clined somewhat after that date.

There was considerable ethnic and generational variation in the level of ed-
ucation and qualifications of the Canadian-born. The Canadian-born of foreign par-
entage achieved, on average, education and training superior to that of the third-
plus generation. The most educationally deprived ethnic groups in Canada were the
Native Peoples, followed closely by those of French-Canadian origin and Southern
European immigrants. Although the educational achievements of the Canadian-born of
British origin were superior to those of French origin, those of British origin in
the third-plus generation did not achieve as high a level of education as their
first and second generation counterparts. This was partly a function of urbaniza-

tion.

The probability of children remaining in full-time schooling over the age of
15 and, particularly in the age group 19-24 years, was closely related to the age

and education achievement of the parents. Children of younger and better educated
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parents tended to remain longer in school. Of children aged 19-24 years living with
families, 37.5% of those whose family head was Canadian-born, compared with 44.37 of
those with a foreign-born family head, were in full-time schooling. Children of
second generation family heads had the greatest probability of continuing their ed-
ucation, while the least likely to do so were Native People and those of French-
Canadian origin in the third-plus generation. Although education opportunity in
Quebec increased in the decade prior to the 1971 Census, age-specific comparisons
showed that French-Canadian children were less likely to continue in school than

those of other ethnic origins.

1.3.7. Labour Force Participation

Labour force participation was related to sex and age, ranging from a low of
8.37 among females over 65 to a high of 92.87 among males 35-44. When sex and age
were controlled, labour force participation rates for immigrant men and women were
higher than for the Canadian-born. The highest participation rates were found among
the 1951-60 immigrant cohort and rates were also higher in metropolitan areas, par-
ticularly in Toronto. Participation rates were generally lower in Quebec than in
the rest of Canada, particularly among the Canadian-born. There was a substantial
difference between Canadian-born and foreign-born women in Montréal. The age stan-
dardized participation rates were 36.47 for Canadian-born women and 44.77 for for-
eign-born women. Foreign-born women of Asian origin had exceptionally high rates

as did male immigrants of German and other Northern and Western European origins.

Between the Census of 1961 and that of 1971, the experienced labour force
grew by some 2.16 million workers, more than half of whom were female additions to
the labour force. Of the net gain over the decade, 257 was due to immigration, but
due to re-migration, death, retirement and other causes, there was a net loss of
205,000 pre-1961 male immigrants from the labour force, compensated by a net gain of
336,000 who immigrated after 1961. The increasing rates of female labour force par-
ticipation led to a net gain of 23,000 among pre-1961 immigrants. A further 201,000
immigrant women who arrived in 1961-71 had joined the labour force by 1971. There
were significant differences between immigrants and the Canadian-born in the propor-
tion of wage-earners, unpaid family workers, those working on their own account and
employers. After allowing for the fact that older workers were more likely to be
employers or working on their own account, being a wage-earner was inversely related

to length of residence in Canada for the foreign-born. The Canadian-born of foreign
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parentage had the highest proportion who were self-employed or unpaid family work-
ers. Ethnic groups with an above average probability of self-employment were the
Northern, Western, Central and Eastern Europeans, and Jews and Asians. To some ex-
tent, this was related to the particular industrial distribution of certain ethnic
groups. For instance, those of Eastern and Western European origin, together with
pre-1946 immigrants and the Canadian-born of foreign parentage, all had an above
average proportion employed in agriculture, where self-employment or being an un-

paid family worker was most evident.

1.3.8. Industries

The decade 1961-71 saw an acceleration of certain trends in the Canadian
economy that were evident throughout the post-war period. These involved a substan-
tial decline in the labour force engaged in Agriculture and other Primary indus-
tries, together with a growth of the secondary and tertiary sectors. Immigrants
tended to enter those industries that were expanding most rapidly at the time of
their arrival in Canada. There were significant differences between Quebec and the
rest of Canada in the distribution of the total labour force by industry. Whereas
7.8% of males and 3.27% of females were in the primary sector in Quebec, the propor-
tions were 12.57 males and 6.77 females in the remaining provinces. Secondary in-
dustries provided employment for 47.37 of males and 26.57 of females in Quebec and
43.57 of males and 18.57 females in the rest of Canada. The tertiary sector, which
had experienced the most rapid growth in the decade, employed 44.97 of males and

70.37 females in Quebec compared with 44.07 of males and 74.87 females elsewhere.

All generations of the Canadian-born were over-represented in the primary
sectors, but the degree of relative concentration was greatest for the Canadian-born
with two foreign-born parents. There was also a high degree of relative concentra-
tion in the primary sector of immigrants who entered Canada before 1946. Notwith-
standing the fact that, between 1946 and 1960, many immigrants were brought to Canada
specifically for employment in agriculture, all foreign-born cohorts were substan-
tially under-represented in the primary sectors. All generations of the Canadian-
born were somewhat under-represented in secondary industries, as were the pre-war
immigrants. However, the Canadian-born with one or two Canadian-born parents had
about the expected proportions in the tertiary sector. There was a relatively high

concentration of immigrants who arrived in Canada in 1966-71 in the tertiary sector,
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which reflected the deliberately selective nature of immigration policy as well as

the demand for labour in these industries.

That post-war immigrants tended to concentrate in metropolitan areas influ-
enced their industrial distribution. In Montréal, a somewhat higher proportion of
immigrants was employed in manufacturing as well as in community, business and per-
sonal services, compared with Toronto which ad a higher concentration of immigrants
in construction. A higher proportion of immigrant women was employed in manufac-
turing in Montréal, whereas in Toronto, there was a greater relative concentration
in Trade. In both metropolitan areas, there was a tendency for the second genera-

tion to be over-represented in Trade.

There were significant variations by birthplace and ethnic origin. Italian
immigrants showed a high relative concentration in the Construction industry, al-
though this was more marked in Toronto than Montréal. In both metropolitan areas,
immigrant women from Italy and other Southern European countries were heavily con-
centrated in manufacturing industries. In Montréal, Jewish immigrants were over-
represented in manufacturing; they were under-represented in these industries in
Toronto where they were more likely to be found in construction or trade and in

community, business and personal services.

1.3.9. Occupations

In 1971, 7.77% of the male labour force was employed in farming. The Cana-
dian-born, together with immigrants born in the Netherlands, Eastern European coun-
tries, other than Poland, and those born in the United States tended to be over-
represented in farming. They were generally immigrants who came to Canada before
World War II or in the immediate post-war period. Also over-represented in farming
and other primary occupations were some members of the second generation, particular-
ly those of European ethnic origin living outside Quebec. The Canadian-born of
Canadian parentage also exhibited relative concentration in such traditional occupa-
tions as hunting and fishing, farming, other primary occupations, and transporta-
tion. Immigrants were more likely to be found in professional and semi-professional
employment, services, machining and construction. For example, outside Quebec, 97
of Canadian-born males were employed in professional and semi-professional occupa-
tions compared with 137% of foreign-born males; only 57 of Canadian-born women were

employed in machining and fabricating compared with 127 of immigrant women.



The situation in Quebec revealed a substantial under-representation of
French-Canadians in managerial, administrative, professional and semi-professional
employment with corresponding over-representation of the British and other immi-
grants born in the United States, United Kingdom, Germany and the Netherlands were
over-represented in managerial occupations, but this was not the case in Toronto.
With the exception of those born in Italy, other Southern European countries and
Poland, immigrants in lMontréal were over-represented in professional and semi-pro-
fessional occupations. The same was true in Toronto, except that the other Northern
and Western European group was also under-represented among professional and semi-
professional occupations. Foreign-born women in Montréal were more likely to be em-
ployed in professional, managerial, processing and machining occupations than those
in Toronto where clerical employment was more typical, especially for women of Brit-
ish, German and other WNorthern or Western European origin. Although the third-plus
generation of British origin in Toronto were proportionally over-represented in man-
agerial and administrative employment, British immigrants who entered Canada in

1946-60 were even more evident in this category.

As a whole, the second generation was generally over-represented in profes-
sional and managerial occupations and there was also a somewhat above average pro-
portion of the Canadian-born of foreign-parentage in farming. The distribution of
age and education accounted for a substantial proportion of the variation in the
proportion of each generation and ethnic group found in managerial, professional and
semi-professional occupations. However, even after the influence of age and educa-
tion are taken into account, there is a substantial over-representation of pre-1946
British immigrants and the second generation of British ethnic origin in managerial
occupations. Although the third-plus generation of French origin is under-repre-
sented in managerial occupations, this can be explained statistically in terms of
educational achievement. A similar pattern emerges in respect of professional and
semi-professional occupations. All cohorts of British immigrants are over-repre-
sented in these occupations before and after the effects of age and education are
controlled as are recent Asian immigrants. The Canadian-born of British origin have
about the expected proportions in professional and semi-professional occupations,
but all other ethnic groups are under-represented. Among the third-plus generation
of French origin, this statistical under-representation in professions disappears

when allowance is made for the effects of relatively low educational achievement.



1.3.10. Incomes

Various measures of income distribution were examined. They included indi-
vidual total income in 1970; individual income from employment; the earnings of fam-
ily heads; total family income and the distribution of 'poverty'' as measured by a
low-income line among economic families and unattached individuals. The distribu-
tion of income was closely related to sex and age. There were also significant
variations by region and between urban and rural areas. In comparing immigrants and
the Canadian-born, differences in distribution by these demographic and geographic

variables must be allowed for.

A multivariate analysis of income determinants showed that sex, age, number
of weeks worked in 1970, education and occupation were the major factors influencing
income, with urbanization also having an indirect effect. When these factors were
controlled, the residual effects of nativity, ethnicity, language and generation
were very small and almost entirely indirect. This points to the importance of
structural variables in the determination of income. Particularly in the Atlantic
Provinces and other areas of regional disparity, there was a clustering of various
demographic and socio-economic influences that tended to place the third-plus gener-
ation of British, French and Native origin at a disadvantage, relative to immigrants
in the larger metropolitan areas. Similar structural variables tended to favour the
Canadian-born of foreign parentage, who, on average, had higher incomes than either

the foreign-born or the Canadian-born of Canadian parentage.

At the national level, average incomes of the foreign-born in 1970 exceeded
those of the Canadian-born. Overall, incomes reported by males born in Canada were
92.7% of the incomes reported by males born outside this country. Differences at
the national level in women's incomes were smaller, the Canadian-born receiving
99.37 of those of immigrant females. In Quebec, there was little difference between
immigrant and non-immigrant males between 20-34 years. But, over the age of 34, the
gap between the Canadian-born and the foreign-born widened, with increasing age, in
favour of the foreign-born. The pattern was somewhat similar for women in Quebec,
although the discrepancy was somewhat larger than in other provinces where, overall,
the differences were negligible. Average incomes of the Canadian-born outside
Quebec were lower on average than those of the foreign-born, but the gap was not as

wide.



The distribution of earnings from employment followed a similar pattern of
that of total income. There was considerable variation by birthplace. Male immi-
grants from the United States and the United Kingdom tended to have above-average
incomes, while those from Italy, Southern Europe and Asia were below-average.
Length of residence in Canada was also an important determinant, before and after
age was taken into account. Recently arrived immigrants tended to earn below the
average, particularly in the first five years in Canada. Age specific comparisons
between immigrants and the Canadian-born by occupation at a national level showed
that, generally speaking, the foreign-born were at an advantage. However, much of
the advantage was due to their greater degree of urbanization. Age specific compar-
isons at the metropolitan level generally favoured those born in Canada. Despite
higher average educational and occupational qualifications, immigrants did not nec-
essarily succeed in earning more than the Canadian-born in the same geographic lo-

cality.

The earnings of family heads were shown to vary considerably by province; they
were particularly low in the Atlantic region, where the average earnings of family
heads was only 78.77 of the national average. There were similar regional varia-
tions in total family income, but this was also related to the number of earners in
the family. Using Statistics Canada's revised low-income criteria, poverty was more
often found among pre-war immigrant families and unattached individuals, due largely
to aging. Pre-war Asian immigrants were particularly likely to fall below the low
income line as were the Native Peoples and the most recently arrived immigrants from
Southern Europe, Asia and the all other ethnic groups (including Negro and White
Indian). This was particularly true for unattached individuals. 1In absolute num-
bers, families and individuals with low incomes were predominantly Canadian-born
and of British and French origin; reflecting the fact that these are the largest

groups in the popuplation.

The evidence suggests that immigrants who had been established in Canada for
five years or more were earning above-average incomes largely because of their loca-
tion in the larger metropolitan areas and in the economically more prosperous re-
gions of the country. However, within these locations, they were not always earning
as much as might have been expected given their high level of education and qualifi-

cations. This was particularly true of the most recently arrived immigrants.



population as a whole continued to reflect the significance of length of residence
rather than age difference per se. The divorced continued to show higher propen-
sities to acquire citizenship while the positive relationship between citizenship
status and education continued to be dependent upon the location of residence as
well as the particular country of birth or ethnic origin concerned. The educational
attainment of immigrants from Northern, Western and Southern Europe showed the
clearest positive relationship to citizenship while those from Eastern Europe showed
high levels of citizenship at all levels of education. In contrast, immigrants of
Jewish origin showed strong negative relationships to citizenship, while those from
the United Kingdom and the United States exhibited more complex 'U-shaped" distribu-
tions. The relationship of citizenship status to occupation is even more complex

involving specific interaction with sex, age, country of birth and education.

For the most recent immigrants, who had completed their minimal residence re-
quirements, the primary factors distinguishing those who became citizens and those
who did not were language skills and use, and country of birth. Official language
skills appear to be more important for recent male immigrants while cultural fac-
tors, reflected in specific countries of birth, are more important for female immi-
grants. For immigrant cohorts that have been in Canada somewhat longer, cultural
factors associated with birthplace appear to become more important for males while
language tends to become more important for females. The situation in Quebec for
recent immigrants was very similar to that for Canada as a whole. The 1971 Census
data show that language tends to be more important than birthplace for female immi-
grants in Quebec. For males, language skills are less important and are over-

shadowed by education and specific birthplace.

1.3.13. Epilogue

The period 1946-71 was clearly a favourable one for the absorption of immi-
grants in Canada. However, even by 1971 there was some evidence that the most re-
cently arrived were having some economic problems. Changing demographic circum-
stances and deteriorating economic conditions since the 1971 Census have made it
more difficult for immigrants to make as successful an adaptation as their predeces-

sS0ors.

Following the publication of a government Green Paper on immigration, new

legislation has been passed and regulations introduced that are designed to relate



the numbers of immigrants admitted annually more closely to actual labour force re-
quirements and to influence the occupational and other characteristics of immigrants
in ways that are intended to facilitate absorption. At the same time, Canada has

begun to make increasing use of temporary work permits that do not confer the right

to settle permanently in the country.
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FOOTNOTES

1Out of the 3,295,535 foreign-born, 118,340 had two parents born in Canada,
while an additional 98,920 had one parent born in Canada. (See Statistics Canada,

1971 Census of Canada, Bul. 1.3-6, Ottawa: Information Canada, 1974, Table 46.)

21n some cases tables containing data for Winnipeg and Vancouver have been
deleted for reasons of economy in the cost of printing, although the text may still
contain references to any significant variation. Some additional tabulations will
be made available in a supplementary monograph available from the Ethnic Research

Programme at York University.

3A primary family is defined for census purposes as 'a census family in
which the head of the family is also the head of the household. Members of a pri-
mary family are: the head of the household, his wife and unmarried son or daughter.
Unmarried grand-son and grand-daughter, nephew and niece are included if they are
under 21 years for whom no guardianship pay is received and who are not with
parents'". A secondary family is "a census family in which the head of the family
is not the head of the household. It may be a related family; a lodging family or

other non-related family". Statistics Canada, Dictionary of the 1971 Census Terms,

Ottawa, 1972, pp. 7-8.

4Henceforward, ""charter group' refers to those of British or French ethnic

origin in the third-plus generation.



CHAPTER 2

IMMIGRATION TRENDS, 1961-71

In the inter-censal period 1961-71, 1,415,000 immigrants were landed in
Canada, 130,000 less than in the previous decade. From 1961, the numbers increased
steadily until 1967, declining again thereafter. Economic conditions in Canada in
1961 discouraged immigration and only 71,689 were admitted of whom more than half
were sponsored by close relatives in Canada. By 1967, the numbers had risen to
222,876 of whom two-thirds were independent immigrants. In the calendar year 1971
only 121,900 persons were given landed immigrant status and the proportion of inde-

pendent immigrants declined to half.

The most important characteristics of immigration during this period were
increasing ethnic diversification in terms of source countries and a growing empha-
sis on the educational and occupational qualifications of those admitted. After
1968, even those who were nominated by close relatives were required to meet cer-
tain minimal requirements in addition to the usual health, security and other
checks designed to ensure that the potential immigrant did not fall into one of the
prohibited classes (Hawkins, 1970). The selective nature of immigration to Canada
between 1961 and 1971 was a result of deliberate policy decisions reflected in the
immigration law and regulations which had been extensively revised in the course

of the decade.

2.1. Tmmigration Policy and Regulations

Throughout the decade, Canada continued to be governed in its immigration pol-
icies by the Act of 1952, but the period between 1961 and 1971 was one of momentous
change with regard to who was admissible to Canada for permanent residence. These
changes were achieved by Orders-in-Council and by certain amendments to the Act of
1952, introduced in 1967 and 1968. 1In 1957, an Order-in-Council (PC1957-1675) had
provided that landed immigrants, as well as Canadian citizens, might sponsor their
spouses, unmarried minor children, and aged parents from Asia or Africa, thereby
removing some elements of discrimination against non-white immigrants. A more sig-
nificant step in this direction was taken in 1962 with new regulations that came
into force on February 1 of that year (PC 1962-86). Section 31, replacing Section
20 of the old regulations, contained a key clause which defined the requirements

for the landing of immigrants in Canada. It emphasized education, training and
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skill rather than country of origin, thereby effecting a major shift in the nature
and composition of immigration to Canada, which was to be reinforced by further

changes later in the decade.

In 1961, strong preference was still given to immigrants from Britain and
the old Commonwealth countries, together with France and the United States. The
wording of the regulations carefully excluded unsponsored immigrants, whether
British subjects or not, who came from the new Commonwealth countries, although
certain quotas from India, Pakistan, and Ceylon were permitted.l Special arrange-
ments also existed for a limited annual number of female domestic workers from the
West Indies.2 However, despite the preference for British immigrants, economic
conditions and the snowballing effect of sponsorship meant that, in practice, Italy
held first place among source countries in 1961, as it had done for several years.

Notwithstanding their preferential status, there were few immigrants from France.

Commenting upon the implication of the 1962 Regulations, Mrs. Ellen

Fairclough, then minister of Citizenship and Immigration, suggested that

"The general effect of Section 31, taken as a whole,
is to improve the position of nationals of all countries,
without weakening the position of any. The chief benefi-
ciaries will be the Asians, Africans, and nationals of
Middle Eastern countries. Not only will sponsors in Canada
be able to apply for a wider circle of relatives from these
applicants from these parts of the world with the ﬁEEEEEéry
qualifications will be admissible to Canada. Heretofore,
qualified persons from these areas without relatives in
Canada could only be admitted by Order-in-Council.

""Next to the Asians, Africans and nationals of Middle
Eastern countries, persons from the Central and Latin
American countries, including the West Indies, stand to
benefit. Nationals of these countries will for the first
time come within the admissible classes on the basis of
their education, training, and skills.

"To a less significant extent, the nationals of
European countries will also benefit under the present Regu-
lations. In the past, persons from Continental European
countries other than Britain and France could be admitted if
they came to Canada to enter approved employment or to estab-
lish themselves in approved business, trade or profession, or
in agriculture. Henceforth, they will come within the admis-
sible classes if they have the necessary training and skills
to qualify and have sufficient means to maintain themselves
in Canada pending their successful establishment' (Fairclough,
1962, p. 4).

See footnote(s) on page 72.



These regulations, which were in operation until 1967, had significant in-
fluence on the national origin of those coming to Canada and on the level of qual-
ification of the unsponsored immigrants. This is reflected in the admission sta-
tistics discussed below. However, some elements of discrimination by nationality

persisted and were not removed until 1967.3

Following a major review of immigration policy and the publication of a
White Paper (Marchand, 1966), a closer integration of immigration and economic pol-
icy was achieved by the amalgamation of the National Employment Service, elements
of the Department of Labour and the immigration service, into a new Department of
Manpower and Immigration (CIPS 2, p. 30). The Citizenship Branch was placed under
the jurisdiction of the secretary of state, thereby separating responsibility for
the selection and short-term economic adjustment of immigrants from questions of

long-term social, cultural, and political integration.

New regulations came into effect 1 October 1967. They continued to govern
the selection of immigrants beyond the end of the decade. Emphasis was placed on
the principle of non-discrimination by nationality or ethnic origin, together with
the continuing recognition of family reunion as a legitimate goal and the importance
of relating immigration to economic needs. For the first time, the principles gov-
erning the selection of immigrants were spelled out in detail in the regulations.
Units of assessment, designed to be applied on a universal basis, took into account
short- and long-term factors believed to be important in influencing the adaptation
of immigrants to Canada. Long-term factors included age, education, and training,
occupational skill, occupational demand, and personal qualities assessed by the im-
migration officer. Short-term factors included arranged employment or willingness
to accept employment designated as urgent, area of destination, knowledge of En-
glish or French, and having a relative in Canada. (For a more detailed account of

the "points system' and its application see Hawkins, 1970 and CIPS 2, 1974.)

From the implementation of the points system of selection until some time
after the Census of 1971, 50 points were needed by independent immigrants to be el-
igible for admission to Canada. Nominated immigrants received credit in respect of
the short-term factors depending upon the closeness of the relationship with the
nominator and whether he was a Canadian citizen or a landed immigrant. Thus, for

example, the brother or sister of a nominator who was a naturalized Canadian needed

See footnote(s) on page 72.
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only 20 out of the first 70 units of assessment (for long-term factors); if the
nominator was a more recent immigrant, or had not become a citizen, 25 units were
needed. More distant relatives required at least 30 units, or 35 if the nominator
was not a citizen. One of the consequences of this system was to build an element
of ethnic stratification into the occupational selection procedure. Independent
immigrants, who came mainly from Britain, the United States, Western Europe, and
later from some Third World countries, tended to be well educated and highly quali-
fied. Although nominated immigrants were generally better qualified than earlier-
sponsored immigrants, they tended to come from Southern European countries and to

be less well educated than the independent stream.

Another component of immigration during this period was the refugee move-
ment. Although fewer than in the immediate post-war era, some 28,000 refugees came
in the intercensal period. Until 1966 the largest single nationality was Yugosla-
vian, but in 1968-69 Canada admitted 12,000 refugees from Czechoslovakia under an
emergency program designed to facilitate initial adjustment. There was some degree
of selection, but refugees were generally admitted under relaxed criteria, particu-
larly if sponsored by a relative, friend, or responsible agency in Canada (CIPS 2,

p. 105).

New provisions which permitted landing after arrival in Canada, incorporated
into the assessment system introduced in 1967, added to the number of immigrants
not subject to normal selection procedures. Indeed, the removal of previous bases
of discrimination by national origin, a pent-up demand for emigration in many Third
World countries, and the inability of Canadian immigration offices abroad to handle
large numbers of applications quickly, combined to provide the incentive for a
deliberate evasion of the normal application processes abroad. Aided and abetted
by travel agents and transportation companies, large numbers of unqualified persons
came to Canada after 1967 as visitors, almost immediately applied for permanent
residence and, if refused, appealed against any order for deportation. An appeals
procedure was established in 1956 and substantially amended and enlarged by the
Immigration Appeal Board Act of 1967. The tide of applications was overwhelming
and by 1971 there was a backlog that would have taken several years to remove.
Meanwhile, the appellants received permission to stay and work in Canada until their
status was ratified. The end result, as the subsequent Green Paper expressed it,

"'was loss of control of immigration policy and the immigration programme' (CIPS 2,



p. 36). The outcome was an amnesty in 1972 which gave many people in Canada, at

the time of the 1971 Census, permission to stay permanently, although some did not
formally obtain landed immigrant status until several months, or years, later.

Such permission was often granted on much relaxed criteria (Richmond, 1975a; CIPS 2,
p. 37). By 1971, almost a third of those admitted as immigrants had not undergone
examination and selection before coming to Canada and many had been refused landing

S LA,

2.2. TImmigration and Emigration

Official immigration statistics refer only to persons given landed-immigrant
status and are published by the date on which the immigrant was landed and not ac-—
cording to the date of entry to the country. Between 1967 and 1972, a person could be
admitted to Canada as a non-immigrant and apply for landed immigrant status after
arrival; this did not preclude such a person from obtaining employment in Canada,
bringing his or her family, purchasing a home, or otherwise establishing residence.
It is not clear how such semi-permanent residents were classified in the 1971 Cen-
sus. Had they reported themselves as visitors they would have been excluded from
the census count. However, it seems more likely that the majority would have re-
ported themselves as resident in Canada.5 In addition, there were others who,
strictly speaking, should have been counted as immigrants for demographic purposes
including persons in Canada on renewable Minister's Permits who, while being ineli-
gible for landed immigrant status, had permission to remain for 12 months or more.
Canadian citizens and landed immigrants who were absent from the country for a year

or more should, for demographic purposes, also have been counted on their return.

Statistics of emigration are even less reliable demographic indicators than
those of immigration. No records of the outward movement of population from Canada
are kept by the Canadian government. In practice, annual estimates of emigration
are less accurate than the residual method of calculation which involves adding
natural increase to the population at the time of the previous census and comparing
this with the subsequent census count. This gives an estimate of net migration,
subject only to errors that may be due to census under-enumeration or errors in the
recording of births and deaths.7 If the total number of immigrants is deducted
from the net migration figure, this provides an estimate of emigration. However,
if the data on immigration are deficient, this is likely to result in an underesti-

mation of the outward movement.

See footnote(s) on page 72.



Using the residual method of calculation and official statistics of immigra-
tion, Statistics Canada estimated intercensal emigration for 1961-71, at 706,112,
without allowing for differential census under-enumeration. When this is taken
into account the estimate is 904,540 (Kelly, 1977, p. 62). As the official statis-
tics of immigration underestimate the actual numbers of immigrants, in a strictly
demographic rather than an administrative sense, a method of calculating emigration
that only corrects for census under-enumeration is also likely to underestimate the
true figure. As noted above, if one is interested in the actual number of persons
entering a country in order to reside for one year or more (which is the normal
demographic sense of immigration) there are two sources of error in the official
statistics of immigration published by the Department of Immigration. Firstly,
these figures relate to the year in which a person receives landed-immigrant status
and not to the year in which he or she entered the country. Secondly, the official
immigration figures do not include returning Canadian residents and other persons
who, at the time of the census were enumerated as residents of the country, but for
various reasons were not counted as landed-immigrants. Besides the undocumented or
illegal immigrants there were those who were in Canada witn the authority of a Min-

ister's Permit under Section 8 of the 1952 Immigration Act.

Prior to 1967, the percentage landed after arrival in Canada was negligible.
However, the proportion rose from 5.87 in 1967 to more than a third in 1973. Since
permission to apply for landed-immigrant status in Canada was rescinded in October
1972, there is reason to suppose that a high proportion of those given landed-immi-
grant status in 1972 and 1973 were already in the country at the time of the 1971
Census. Therefore, adjusted total immigration figures for the years 1961 onwards
have been calculated using unpublished data supplied by the Department of Manpower
and Immigration. The result is to increase the number of immigrants admitted in the
intercensal period from 1,428,895 to 1,487,536. However, to these must be added
those in Canada on Minister's Permits, returning Canadian residents, and other per-
manently resident non-immigrants. These may be estimated at approximately 275,000
in 1971.8 On this basis, total immigration for the intercensal period was nearly
1,762,000. When allowance is made for census under-enumeration net migration was
approximately 524,355. This gives a revised estimate of emigration by the residual

method of 1,238,000 for the decade.

See footnote(s) on page 72.
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Using the unadjusted figures, published by the Department of Manpower and
Immigration, it is possible to examine the effects of changing regulations upon the
characteristics of immigrants admitted to Canada for permanent residence in 1961-71.
Chart 2.1 shows the annual distribution of sponsored, nominated, and independent
immigrants. Until October 1967 the nominated category was not distinguished from
sponsored dependents and independent immigrants were described as unsponsored. At
the beginning of the decade, when total immigration was small, there were almost
equal numbers of sponsored and unsponsored immigrants, the latter constituting 517
of those admitted in 1961. The proportion of independent immigrants rose steadily
until 1967 when they constituted more than two-thirds, but subsequently declined to
497 only of those admitted in the calendar year 1971. On average, over the 11

years, 597 were in the independent category.

In view of the relaxation of previous restrictions on immigration from vari-
ous countries, it is not surprising to observe the diversification in source areas
that took place over the decade. Prior to 1961, 86.57 of all immigrants came from
Britain or other parts of Europe, whereas by 1971 this was true of only 42.47 (see
Chart 2.2). The proportion coming from Britain was only 177 in 1961; it rose to
almost a third in 1966, falling again to less than 137 by 1971. Southern Europe
contributed 317 in 1961, but the proportion fell steadily through the decade and
was only 197 in 1971. Although the absolute numbers coming from the United States
rose steadily throughout the decade, the percentage fluctuated a good deal. The
average immigration from the United States over the ll-year period was 12.57%.
Needless to say, those countries which had experienced the maximum restriction
prior to 1962 showed the largest increases in absolute and proportional terms.
Central America and the West Indies contributed only 27 in 1961, rising to 9.47 in
1971. Immigration from Asia (excluding Asia Minor) rose from 2.37 in 1961 to 13.67
in 1971. Immigration from the Middle East also increased and averaged 2.97 over

the period.

Country of former residence is not a reliable indicator of the racial or
ethnic origin of immigrants. Many immigrants have made one or more previous inter-
national moves and are not coming directly from the country of their birth. Even
birthplace is not a substitute for racial or ethnic origin. For example, many
Europeans were born in non-European countries and vice versa. Until 1966, Canada

collected information on the ethnic origin of immigrants but subsequently ceased to



Chart 2.1
Trends in Immigration, Canada, Calendar Years, 1961-71
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Chart 2.2
Percentage Distribution of Immigration to Canada by Country
of Last Permanent Residence, 1946-71
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do so to avoid any suggestion of discrimination. Prior to 1961 a little over one-
third of all immigrants were of British Isles ethnic origin, and this average was
maintained in the first five years of the decade. In fact, the proportion of
British Isles origin rose from 26% in 1961 to nearly 377 in 1966. However, other
European origins declined from almost two-thirds to less than half of all immi-
grants. The proportion of Asian ethnic origin, which had been less than 27 before
1961, rose from 3.27 that year to 6.77 by 1966. The proportion of Negro origin,
which was only 0.3% up to 1960, rose to 3% by 1966. The proportion of Jewish immi-
grants which was 3% up to 1960 fell to 1.57 by 1966. Approximate estimates of the
ethnic composition of immigration from 1967 onwards can be calculated by using the
country-of-former-residence data, adjusted for the probable proportion of those who
immigrated from countries other than Asia and the West Indies. As a proportion of
all immigrants, it is estimated that the proportion Black and Asian rose from 14.6%7
in 1967 to 28.87% in 1971 (Richmond, 1975b). Using birthplace as a criterion the pro-
portion of Third World immigrants rose from 8% in 1961 to 36% in 1971 (Lanphier,
1977).

It is of interest to note that immigrants of French ethnic origin consti-
tuted 2.67 of all immigrants up to 1960 and an average of 3.47 between 1961 and 1966.
Over the decade, immigrants from France, Belgium, and Switzerland constituted less
than 47 of the total. There was some francophone immigration from other countries,
but it was a small proportion of the total. Francophone immigration to Quebec is
of particular interest. At the beginning of the decade, 237 of the immigrants
whose intended destination was Quebec indicated they had some knowledge of French.
The proportion increased to 297 in 1967 but declined again to less than 157 in 1971.
Meanwhile, the proportion of immigrants to Quebec with prior knowledge of English
increased steadily through the decade from 28.57 in 1962 to 397 in 1971 (Quebec,
1974). As would be expected immigrants from those countries having substantial
French-speaking populations were more inclined to settle in Quebec but did not in-
variably do so. While almost three-quarters of those coming from France indicated
Quebec as the intended destination, only 587 of those from Belgium and 467 of those
from Luxembourg did so. Almost half of those whose former country of residence was
in Africa gave Quebec as the intended destination, which reflects the fact that

many of the immigrants coming from northern and central Africa were French-speaking.
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Overall, Quebec, which had 287 of Canada's population, initially received

20% of all immigrants. The proportion declined steadily from approximately a quar-
ter at the beginning of the decade to only 15.87 in 1971. There was a further loss
due to re-migration. Ontario continued to attract more than half of all immigrants
coming to Canada, although the province contained only 35.77 of the country's popu-
lation. British Columbia, with 107 of the population, attracted an average of
12.5% of all immigrants. Its proportion rose from 107 at the beginning of the de-
cade to 15.57% in 1971. The Prairie Provinces attracted a little over 77 of all im-
migrants in the decade. The Atlantic Provinces received less than 2.57 of all im-

migrants arriving in 1961-71.

2.3. Intended Occupations

The proportion of immigrants admitted between 1961 and 1971 who intended to
enter the labour force was 517, slightly lower than the average between 1946 and 1960.
It fluctuated from 46.67 at the beginning of the decade to 53.67 in 1967, declining
again toward the end of the period. To some extent, this reflected the proportion
of sponsored immigrants, including dependents admitted annually. Wives not in-
tending to enter the labour force averaged 187 and children 257 of the total move-
ment over the decade. In fact, these figures probably underestimate the proportion
who actually obtained employment soon after arrival. Many wives and older chil-
dren, who may not have intended to seek employment initially, subsequently joined

the labour force.

The more selective nature of immigration after 1962, and particularly fol-
lowing the introduction of the points system in 1967, resulted in significant
changes in the occupational characteristics of immigrants (see Chart 2.3). The ex-
istence of the nominated stream and of others who were not required to attain the
same number of units of assessment for education and occupation meant that there
was a continuing flow of semi-skilled and unskilled workers. The most significant
decline was in the proportion who intended to enter agriculture. Up to 1960 farm-
ers had constituted 16.47 of labour force immigrants, but in 1967 the proportion
was only 6.77% and it fell to approximately 37 by the end of the decade. Other pri-
mary industries attracted less than 17 of all immigrants. The proportion of la-
bourers fell from 11.47 in 1961 to 2.27 in 1971. The emphasis on education and oc-
cupational skills resulted in a significant increase in the proportions intending

to enter managerial, professional, and clerical occupations. At the same time, it



Chart 2.3
Percentage Distribution of Immigration to Canada
by Intended Occupation, 1946-71
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must be recognized that not all immigrants actually entered their intended occupa-
tion on arrival (Richmond, 1967; CIPS 4, 1974). Prior to 1961, less than 17 of all
immigrants intended to enter managerial or administrative employment. By the end
of the decade almost 67 were in this category. Before 1960 less than 97 were in
the professional and technical category. In 1961 the proportion was 19.27 and rose
to 31.97 by 1969, declining somewhat in the following two years. The proportion
intending to enter clerical employment increased from 12.2% in 1961 to 167 in 1971.
The service and recreational workers category declined from 18.8% in 1961 to 10.43
in 1971, but this was due almost entirely to a reduction in the number of domestic

workers. In 1961, 12.47 intended to enter domestic work but, by 1971, only 4.47

expressed this intention.

The proportion intending to enter the construction industry was below-aver-
age at the beginning of the decade but rose to a peak of 9.67 in 1966, declining
again after that date. There was a similar trend in the manufacturing and mechani-
cal trades. These averaged 22.47 over the decade, a quarter of all immigrants in
1966. In absolute terms, 1967 was a peak year for immigration; almost 120,000
workers were admitted, of whom nearly 31,000 were intending to enter employment of
a professional or technical nature. Using an alternative classification of immi-
grants into skilled (including professional and technical workers), semi-skilled,
and unskilled workers, Parai has shown that the proportion of unskilled workers en-
tering Canada fell from 32.47 in 1961 to 13.77 in 1971. Over the same period, the
proportion of semi-skilled workers increased from 25.17 to 30.77, while the propor-
tion of skilled workers rose from 237 in 1961 to 29.97 in 1966 but declined to
25.87 by 1971 (Parai, 1974, p. 101).
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FOOTNOTES

lQuotas for immigrants from India (150), Pakistan (100), and Ceylon (50) were
introduced in 1951 and were in addition to the close relatives who could be spon-
sored by Asian citizens of Canada. 1In the case of India the limit was raised in
1957 to 300 but this number was rarely achieved in practice before 1962, when the
quota ceased to be applicable, due to lack of promotion and facilities for pro-

cessing applications in India.

2The scheme for bringing female West Indian domestic workers to Canada was
introduced in 1955 initially for Jamaica and Barbados and subsequently extended to
Trinidad, British Guyana, St. Lucia and St. Vincent. In the first year only 100
were admitted; this increased to 230 in 1958. After 1962 applicants from the West
Indies could be admitted as unsponsored or sponsored immigrants if they met the

same criteria as all immigrants.

3Section 31 (d) of the regulations prevented immigrants in Asia and Africa
(except Egypt) from sponsoring relatives, other than immediate family and dependents.
It has been suggested that this was a last-minute addition to the new regulations
designed to prevent a large influx of non-European relatives (Hawkins, 1972, p. 131).
A minor amendment in August 1964 placed a fiancé in the same category as a fiancée,
thus eliminating some discrimination against males from non-traditional source
countries. Administratively, there was also indirect discrimination arising from
the distribution of immigration offices abroad. The distributions of Canadian im-
migration offices abroad continued to favour Britain and Europe, although the sit-

uation improved over the decade as the following figures show:

1961 1971

. United Kingdom and Ireland 7 6
Northern FEurope 14 12
Southern Europe 3 7
Middle East 1 3
Asia 2 5
Central and South America 0 3
United States 4 3
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4Until 1972 applicants who were non-immigrants in Canada at the time of
application were at a disadvantage, but a special adjustment procedure in that year
gave landed-immigrant status to many who were in Canada at the time of the 1971
Census on much reduced criteria. In many cases, had these applicants applied abroad

they would not have been admissible (CIPS 2, p. 36).

5 ; ;
A personal communication from Mr. J.K. Scott, characteristics officer, Demo-
graphic and Spatial Group, Census Field, Statistics Canada, states that there was no

formal definition of visitor to Canada, as such. The term actually used was foreign

resident, which was defined as a person with usual place of residence outside of
Canada. Examples given on the census questionnaire included temporary visitors,
students and armed forces of another country; all of these were excluded from cen-
sus enumerations. Many persons not having landed-immigrant status in 1971 were
employed at the time of the 1971 Census. The majority intended to settle permanen-
tly and may already have applied for permission to do so. Given the self-enumeration
procedure it seems likely that such people reported themselves as Canadian residents

and were included in the enumerations. There is no way of estimating the proportion.

6The precise number of Minister's Permits actually valid and in use at any

particular time is not known. There is some duplication of statistics since a
Minister's Permit might be converted to landed-immigrant status either by regular
procedure or special Order-in-Council. Between 1966 and 1971, 5,498 persons were
admitted by Minister's Permit. Although officially for temporary residence, such
permits were generally renewed on an annual basis to persons not normally admmisible
under the ordinary provisions of the law. Additional persons were landed by special
Order-in-Council, but these were normally counted in the regular immigration sta-

tistics, whereas those admitted by Minister's Permit were not (CIPS 3, p. 47).

7Proportionally speaking, census under-enumeration was greater in 1961 than
1971 (3.3% compared with 1.97) so that the actual growth of the population over the
decade was less than the 3,330,063 officially estimated. An alternative estimate is
3,131,635 (see Kelly, 1977, p. 62). Unfortunately, Kelly's estimate of emigration is
too low because he does not allow for the deficiencies of the official immigration

figures supplied by the Department of Manpower and Immigration.



8The 1971 Census showed that, of those aged five and over, there had been 134,500

Canadian-born living outside Canada in 1966 who were resident again at the time of
the census. This suggests an average annual return rate, for all countries, of

approximately 26,900 persons per annum, although over the decade, some people may
have departed and returned to the country (after absences of more than a year), on

more than one occasion.



CHAPTER 3

POST-TAR IMMIGRANTS: A DECADE OF EXPERIENCE

3.1. TIntroduction

The post-war period of 1946-61 was one of unprecedented economic and popula-
tion growth. A resurgence of immigration combined with low emigration and high
levels of natural increase produced some of the highest average annual growth rates
per decade since the mass migration era of the early twentieth century. The popula-
tion of Canada increased by approximately 5,500,000 during this period with the
major source of growth, natural increase, contributing a little over three-fourths
of this increment, while the post-war immigrant stream contributed just between one-
fifth and one-quarter of the total. Approximately 1,851,000 reported immigrants
arrived in Canada during this period, but the foreign-born population enumerated at
the time of the 1961 Census who had reported themselves as having arrived during the
1946-60 period was 1,476,681. The discrepancy was the result of emigration and the
normal inroads of mortality that would be expected to reduce the size of any cohort

of immigrants that is the focus of interest.

The 1971 Census presents a unique opportunity to revisit this group of post-
war immigrants, to see how they fared during the 1961-71 inter-censal decade. In
the most general terms, this decade was one of continuing economic growth for the
country as a whole, a period of growth for the labour force, and one of cyclical
unemployment which declined from a high of around 87 to about 3.57 at mid-decade
before rising again to approximately 67 at the time of the 1971 Census. Concomi-
tantly, labour force participation rates for males continued their long-term decline
while female rates climbed sharply. The latter trend, combined with large entering
cohorts of young workers, contributed to an overall increase in the labour force of
about 3.2% per year during the last five years of the decade (Economic Council of

Canada, Ninth Annual Review, Ottawa: Information Canada, 1972, p. 16) .

The rate of overall population growth during this decade of post-war immi-
grant experience declined from 1.97 to 1.77 for the latter half of the period. Both
declining fertility and a cyclical flow of immigrants, closely paralleling the eco-
nomic swings, were major factors underlying this pattern of change. Continuing but

slower growth was reflected in the increase in average annual numbers of marriages



and net family formation. Population and economic growth, while still positive in
the long-term sense, was not without its problems of unemployment and inflation.
Immigration policy went the full circle from the optimism of the 1966 White Paper
which stressed the continuing need for all the immigrants that Canada would attract,
to the concerns of the 1974 Green Paper which suggested the need for greater con-
trols and for quotas determined by provincial labour force requirements. Another
major downturn in the economy occurred during the latter years of the 1960s. The
changes that occurred in Canadian society during the intercensal period 1961-71
would have affected both the foreign- and native-born populations. By examining
the changes that occurred in the 1946-61 cohort of immigrants, in relation to the
native-born population who were in Canada at the same time, an estimate of their

relative adaptabilitv may be made.

3.2. The Post-war Immigrants in 1961l

Immigrants to Canada characteristically have been vyoung adults seeking em-
ployment in this country. While the age and sex characteristics of immigrants tend
to be fairly constant, the conditions during the years of the Great Depression and
World War II were quite disruptive of normal patterns. Excess numbers of women and
children characterized the immediate post-war period, but thereafter the flow was
characterized by an excess of males until 1958 when the pendulum again swung back

to excess numbers of women, a condition which persisted until 1961.

Variations in the age and sex characteristics of arriving immigrants have
clearly contributed to the character of the foreign-born .pulation in Canada, as
has emigration and mortality. The net effect, in the case of the growing post-war
immigrant population, was a relatively young foreign-born population (median age
equals 31.4 years) with a slight excess of males (masculinity ratio equals 107.0).
In view of the fact that a major peak in immigration occurred in 1957, it is not
surprising to find the largest proportions of men and women in the 25-34 year age
range. Had immigration tapered off from either of its earlier peaks in 1948 or
1951, the average age of the post-war foreign-born population would have been some-
what older. The age of the immigrant population is quickly affected by fluctuations
in the volume of immigration, and any reduction or cessation of its flow is quickly

translated into more rapid aging of the foreign-born.

See footnote(s) on page 123.



In 1961, the post-war immigrant pooulation was younger than the pre-war
immigrants, older than the native-born, and had a significantly greater concentra-
tion in the younger labour force ages between 15 and 45. As may be seen in Table 3.1,
almost two-thirds of the post-war immigrant population, or 65.0%, were within this
age range compared to 41.17 for the native-born and just 13.77 for the pre-war
immigrant population. The post-war immigrants and native-born had approximately
the same proportions in the older working ages (45-64), but the former group had
less than half the proportion of children 0-14 years of age and persons 65 and
over, than did the native-born. The respective distributions for these two groups
clearly show that post-war immigrants have a much lower ratio of dependent popula-
tion to working-force-age population. Their total dependency ratio (in 1961) was

24 .5 compared to 78.6 for the native-born population.

3.2.1. Distribution and Cultural Origins

That the majority of immigrants are relatively young adults concentrated in
the prime working years is reflective of the economic nature of immigration to
Canada. Therefore, it does not seem unreasonable to expect that under conditions
of economic growth most immigrants tend to be attracted to those areas offering the
greatest economic opportunities. Distributional data in Table 3.2 from the 1961
Census show greater relative concentrations of post-war immigrant (PWI) populations
in Ontario and British Columbia than is the case for the native-born. In addition,

a comparison of intended destination data for immigrants at the time of their arri-
val in Canada in the five year period preceding the 1961 Census with their actual
distribution at the time of the census provides evidence of additional internal
movement after their arrival. This continuing effort to find the best location to
live and work appears to have favoured all regions at Quebec's expense (Kalbach,
1974, p. 48). Of the 1,851,000 immigrants to arrive between 1946 to 1961, approxi-
mately 827 were enumerated as residing in Canada at the time of the 1961 Census and
over half of these, or 813,000, were residing in Ontario. The high degree of concen-
tration of the PWIs in Ontario is clearly evident in the fact that Ontario had only
327 of the native-born population and 347 of Canada's total population at the time of

the 1961 Census.

Between 887 and 857 of the immigrants to Canada during the 1950s were coming

from Europe, and their contribution to the ethnic and cultural composition of the

post-war immigrants was reflected in the 1961 Census. Approximately 267 of the
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TABLE 3.1. Post-war and Pre-war Immigrants and Native-born Population
by Broad Age Groups, Canada, 1961

Foreign-born population

Age Post-war Pre-war Native-born
group immigrants immigrants population
0-14 17+8 = 38.5
15-44 65.0 3.7 &L
45-64 15.0 48.4 14.9
65+ ) 37.9 S
Total: Per cent 100.0 100.0 100.0
Number 1,507,000 1,337,000 15,394,000

Source: Kalbach, W.E., The Impact of Immigration on Canada's Population,
Table 4.8, p. 172.

TABLE 3.2. The 1946-60 Post—war Immigrant and Native-born Populations by
Region, Canada, 1961

1946—601 post-war Native-born
Region immigrant population population

Number Per cent Number Per cent
Atlantic Provinces 30,936 2.1 1,831,884 11.9
Quebec 241,214 16.3 4,864,499 31.6
Ontario 818,036 55.4 4,879,893 Flsd
Prairie Provinces 208,917 14.1 2,570,795 16:..7
British Columbia 174,562 11.8 1,200,731 128
Territories 3,016 0.2 30,788 g.2
Total 1,476,681 100.0 15,393,984 100.0

11946—60 period of immigration excludes those immigrants who arrived in
Canada during the first five months of 1961.

Source: 1961 Census of Canada, unpublished data.
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foreign-born who had arrived during this post-war period were born in the United
Kingdom and other Commonwealth countries. Another 25% were born in other Northern
and Western European countries, while Southern Europe accounted for 217 and Central
and Eastern Europe, another 187. Relatively small numbers had been born in the

United States, the Middle Fast, Asia, or elsewhere.

As one would expect, 957 of the post-war immigrants born in the United
Kingdom were of British origin. Two-thirds of those born in the remaining Northern
and Western European countries were either German or Dutch, while the single largest
ethnic group born in the remaining areas of Europe was Italian (39%), followed by
the Poles (just under 107), and the Hungarians and Germans (87 and 7%, respectively).
Of those born in the ethnically heterogeneous United States, half were of British
origin, while Germans (127) and French (107) were the next largest. Of the 49,000
born in other countries, Asians comprised more than half (567), while British and
Jewish were the next largest contingents with 77 and 67, respectively (Kalbach,

1970, pp. 158-159).

Birthplace data, while providing information on the nationality of immi-
grants, are not totally unambiguous. It is generally understood that not all those
born in a specific country are necessarily of the same ethnic or cultural group and
that the degree of ethnic diversity can be quite high in some countries, particu-
larly those that have continued to suffer from the vicissitudes of recurring wars.
Nor have all immigrants of the same ethnic origins necessarily been born in the
same country. To further complicate matters, there are several significant ethnic
and cultural groups which have no corresponding national identity (the Ukrainians
and, until recently, the Jews). There is clearly no one-to-one relationship between
country of birth for the foreign-born and their ethnic or cultural origins. For
these reasons, plus the fact that ethnic origin data are the only data that provide
information on the cultural linkages of the foreigh-born and native-born components
of the population, it is important to examine the ethnic origin composition of the

post-war immigrants as well.

Data on the composition of the 1946-60 post-war immigrant cohort, at the
time of the 1961 Census, with respect to both place of birth and ethnic origin indi-
cate that, while 247 were born in the United Kingdom, 287 were of British origin.

Similarly, only 1.8% of the post-war immigrants were born in France, yet 2.57 were
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French in origin. On the other hand, there was little difference between the pro-
portions born in Italy and those of Italian origin. The Russians provide an inte-
resting contrast to all of the previous examples. While 5.37 were reported as
having been born in Russia, only 0.67 indicated that they were of Russian ethnic or
cultural origin. The others reported themselves as Ukrainian, Jewish or one of
several other ethnic populations now within Russia's present boundaries (Latvian,

Polish, Estonian).2

While part of this lack of a one-to-one relationship between country of
birth and ethnic origin results from the existence of such countries as the United
States, Australia, and many Latin American nations which have experienced consi-
derable immigration and do not qualify as distinctive and homogeneous cultural or
ethnic populations, much of this lack of correspondence in other countries can be
attributed to the considerable volume of international migration which has charac-
terized the last century of colonization, industrialization and intermittent war-
fare. 1In any event, and by whichever method of classification one wishes to use,
the composition of the post-war immigrant group in Canada, in 1961, was predominant-

ly Northern and Western European and almost completely European, overall.

3.2.2. Religious Composition

Immigration in the post-war period tended to reverse the historical decline
in the proportion of foreign-born which many of the religious populations had expe-
rienced since the 1930s. The Roman Catholics, Greek Orthodox and the Lutherans in
particular benefited from the resurgence of immigration and were, in fact, the only
denominational groups to have achieved larger numbers and larger proportions of
post-war immigrants than they had of pre-war immigrants (Kalbach, 1970, p. 161).
The shift in the religious character of post-war immigration tended to strengthen
the position of the Roman Catholics who comprised the single largest denomination
and accounted for 417 of all post-war immigrants in 1961. Anglicans (147) were the
second largest followed by Lutherans (117), United Church (87) and Presbyterians
(5%). In terms of broader religious groupings, the Roman and Ukrainian Catholics,
along with the Greek Orthodox, accounted for almost one-half or 477 of the post-war
immigrants, while seven combined major Protestant denominations3 accounted for

slightly less or 427. The balance included Jewish (3%) and a residual category (8%).

See footnote(s) on page 123.
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The religious composition of the post-war immigrant population represented
a major shift from that of the pre-war immigrant population in which the same seven
major Protestant denominations accounted for almost two-thirds of the foreign-born
population. The Catholic groups and the Greek Orthodox comprised only 267 of the
total of this earlier group of immigrants. The religious composition of the post-
war immigrant population was much closer to that of the native-born population in

1961 than was the case for pre-war immigrants at that time.

The post-war immigrant population was the product of several immigration
streams from different geographical areas. Variations in the religious characteris-
tics of immigrants in relation to the place of birth should be examined to better
understand the cultural complexity of the post-war immigrants as a group. Two-
thirds of those born in Central, Eastern, and Southern Europe were Roman Catholic
compared to only 147 of those born in the United Kingdom. The proportion Anglican
among immigrants still living in Canada in 1961 varied from 467 of those born in the
United Kingdom to less than 17 of those born in other (mainly Southern) European

countries.

Immigrants coming from various geographical origins tend to vary in their
degree of cultural homogeneity as reflected in the variety of ethnic origin and
religious combinations observed among the resident foreign-born. Among the most
homogeneous are the French, Italians, Hungarians, and Poles who are predominantly
Roman Catholic. For these groups the Roman Catholic proportions run between 677 and
987%. 1In this sense the British origin population is more heterogeneous with less than
half reported as Anglican, and equal proportions of United Church, Presbyterian, and
Roman Catholics (about 167 each). Similarly, German Lutherans comprise almost half
(487) of their total ethnic population, with Roman Catholics accounting for the next
largest share, or 267 of those reporting their ethnic origin as German. Almost the
same picture emerges for the Dutch if the major Protestant denominations are com-
bined (to account for almost half) and compared with the 287 Roman Catholic.
Scandinavians were among the more homogeneous groups with 687 Lutheran. The Russian
ethnic origin population was almost half (487) Greek Orthodox. The Russians also
had the largest proportion of Jews (147), followed by the Poles (107Z), the Hungarians
and other Central Europeans (87 and 67, respectively). Asians were notable for
their relatively high proportion associated with the United Church (25%) and the 447

belonging to other religions, most likely non-Christian.
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Of the major ethnic origin populations in Canada, the Italians and the
French are the only ethnic origin groups that exhibited a high degree of ethnic and
religious homogeneity at the time of the 1961 Census. The British and Scandinavian
origin populations might be considered to be more homogeneous if several of the
Protestant denominational groups could be combined without doing violence to the
concept of cultural homogeneity, e.g., combining Anglicans with United Church and
Presbyterians in the case of the British, and Lutherans with the United Church
in the case of the Scandinavians. Immigrant populations from Central and Eastern
Europe tend to exhibit a somewhat greater degree of cultural diversity because of
the presence of the Greek Orthodox in addition to relatively large numbers of
Roman Catholics. This is also the case for Southern Europeans, except the Italians,
In short, the range and variety of religious groups that characterize the major
ethnic origin populations is considerable within the post-war immigrant population

and represents a rich mixture of national, ethnic and religious cultures.

3.3. Components of Change: 1961-71

The major concern of this chapter is an examination of changes in those
social and economic characteristics of a specific population during a decade that
would be indicative of its adaptation and integration to the larger society of which
it is a part. There are a number of underlying demographic processes that effect
any population cohort through time and it is important to understand these and to
estimate their probable effects. The group of post-war immigrants who were resi-
dents of Canada in 1961 and who had arrived in the country during the 15 year
period, 1946-60, are examined again in the 1971 Census. The population cohort is
by definition a closed population; no new members can be added who were not members
at the time of the 1961 Census, and the population can only be affected by the

aging process, mortality, and migration.

The aging process would affect both immigrants and native-born alike, aging
all members by 10 years. Mortality could conceivably show a differential effect if
age-sex specific mortality data were available for native- and foreign-born elements
of the population. In lieu of such information for the 1961-71 decade, it can only
be assumed that the mortality experience for both groups was essentially the same.
However, crude mortality rates may very well vary depending upon the age-sex

structures of the respective populations.



In addition to mortality effects associated with aging, the size of a speci-
fic cohort can be affected by migration. In the case of the 1946~60 post-war immi-
grants, it is possible that many would have emigrated during the subsequent inter-
censal decade and some may have returned to Canada who had been absent at the time
of the 1961 Census. The same would apply to a somewhat lesser degree to the native-
born population, but there is no reason to believe that the relative net gains or
losses experienced by the foreign- and native-born components would necessarily be
comparable. In this analysis, an attempt is made to estimate the reduction in size
of the two populations due to mortality by applying a forward survival technique

using average 10 year survival ratios based on Canada Life Tables for 1961 and 1971.4

Estimates of net migration were based on the residual method with the diffe-
rence between the survived population of a specific age and sex group, and the num-
ber enumerated at the time of the 1971 Census providing the estimate of net migra-
tion. With this estimation procedure, any over or underestimate of mortality would
be directly reflected in the estimate of net migration as well as including any

— ; . 5
error term arising from enumeration and data processing procedures.

The unique aspect of this analysis is its longitudinal aspect which focuses
on changes in the 1946-60 cohort of immigrants residing in Canada between 1961 and 1971.
The post-war immigrants, as a whole, can only be expected to decline in size but
changes in the social and economic characteristics of individuals as well as in the
group as a whole during the 1960s in relation to the comparable age and sex cohorts
of the native-born will provide a basis for evaluating their degree of adaptation

to Canadian society during this period.

The post-war immigrant group and its labour force age population can be
examined as well as specific age and sex groups within the main range of working-
force ages. It is to be expected that the extent and patterns of labour force par-
ticipation will change as the various age and sex cohorts pass through the various
stages of the individual and family life cycles. The extent of their success in fi-
nancial terms will also be expected to vary with time and its analysis in comparison
with comparable native-born cohorts will permit an assessment of their relative

level of achievement during this period.

See footnote(s) on page 123.



_ 84 -

Ideally, there should be no major procedural or conceptual changes during
the period covered by the longitudinal analysis. However, the political and bureau-
cratic imperatives of census operations tend to mitigate against the achievement of
this primary and fundamental necessity for successful longitudinal analyses. The
major change with perhaps the greatest impact on the comparability of the data ob-
tained in 1961 and 1971 was the introduction of self-enumeration in the 1971 Census.
Part of the observed changes in the characteristics of the population over the de-

cade must be attributed to the changes in basic census procedures.

Possible effects of changed procedures are found in the educational data for
the immigrant population that had arrived in Canada prior to the 1961 Census, That a
larger number of this population reported no schooling in 1971 than they had in 1961
suggests that self-enumeration procedures made it easier for individuals to indicate
that they had had no formal schooling (Kalbach, 1970, p. 70). The ethnic origin data
present additional evidence to indicate that census procedures can have a significant
effect. The 1971 Census reported almost double the number of persons in the 1946-50
post-war immigrant group of Jewish origin than in the 1961 Census. Census data on
ethnic origins have been known to be affected by the political and social climate of
the times, particularly in those censuses that occured during or following major world
wars.® While it is possible that the introduction of self-enumeration procedures
might have encouraged more persons to report themselves as Jewish in origin, the
size of the increase would suggest the possibility of some additional explanation.
The answer to the puzzle in this case is to be found in a procedural change intro-

. - 7
duced in the editing stage of the data processing by Statistics Canada.

There were a number of other changes of a definitional nature that have
limited the scope of this longitudinal analysis. Most important was the drastic
revision of the occupational classification system which precluded the production of
any occupational tabulations from the 1971 Census in categories comparable to those
used in the 1961 Census. Other, but less drastic, changes in definitions of the
experienced labour force, industry categories, and other census concepts are some-
times troublesome but can be handled with some caution in the interpretation of

differences which may be observed between subgroups within the population.8

See footnote(s) on page 123.



- 85 -

Another problem in dealing with specific immigration cohorts arises from
the fact that some of the tabulations of characteristics of the post-war immigrants
at the time of the 1961 Census included those who had actually arrived between
January 1 and June 1, 1961. Periods of immigration in the census data are generally
defined in terms of calendar years. More specifically, period of immigration is
stated in terms of five year groupings (1946-50, 1951-55), except for the five-year
period preceding the decennial census, which also includes the additional five-month
period (1956-61 or 1966-71 in the case of the 1971 Census).9 Data for post-war
immigrants by period of immigration provided in the 1971 Census are for the calendar
years 1946-60. Thus, wherever possible, the 1961 Census data have been adjusted to
exclude those who had arrived during the first five months of 1961 so that the

period of immigration groups would be comparable for the 1961 and 1971 Censuses.lO

There are two aspects to the longitudinal analysis that deserve some comment.
Taking the post-war (1946-61) immigrant group as a whole, most of the changes during
1961-71 are due to mortality and emigration. The situation is somewhat more compli-
cated when examining changes in the characteristics of those in the labour force.
Complications are minimal for those age and sex cohorts who remain in the most active
age range of the working force population during the decade. However, the inter-
pretation of changes within cohorts who move beyond retirement age is complicated bv
the increasing significance of mortality; while the situation for the new cohorts
entering the labour force age range, i.e., those who were 5-14 vears of age in 1961,
have no data base against which to evaluate the significance of their economic
characteristics in 1971 vis-a-vis their economic adaptation. Rather than compare
their characteristics in 1971 with their corresponding characteristics in 1961
(which thev did not have), they can only be contrasted with the 15-24 vear old group
at the time of the earlier census. Comparing each to their native-born counterparts
will permit an evaluation of their relative standing and the detection of any
improvement in their position over the decade. For the same reasons, the 65 years
of age and over group in 1961 will be contrasted with the 75 and over in 1971 to
detect changes in the specific cohort during the 10-year period. The 65 and over
group in 1961 will also be compared with the 65 years and over age group in 1971 in
order to determine whether or not there has been any relative change in this group's

position vis-3-vis the native-born.

See footnote(s) on page 123.



TABLE 3.3. The 1946-60 Post-war Immigrant Cohort and the Native-born Canadian Residents
in 1961 by Region of Residence Showing Relative Change and
"Retention-redistribution" Ratios, Canada, 1961 and 1971

Relative change

Region 1961 1971 in proportionate Retention-
share of popula- redistribution

Number Per cent Number Per cent tion: 1961-71 ratios

1946-60 post-war immigrant cohort

Atlantic 30,936 2.1 23,245 1:8 -14.3 0. 751
Quebec 241,214 163 184,655 14.4 -11.7 0.766
Ontario 818,036 55.4 738,310 57.4 3.6 0.903
Prairies 208,917 14.1 163,810 12.7 - 0.8 0.784
British Columbia 174,562 11.8 174,395 13.6 15.3 0.999
Territories 3,016 0.2 1,940 0. 2 0.0 0.643
Total 1,476,681 100.0 1,286,355 100.0 0.871
Native-born populationl
Atlantic 1,831,884 11.:9 15555,245 10.8 = O Z 0.849
Quebec 4,864,499 316 4,470,285 31s1 = 1s6 0919
Ontario 4,879,893 31.7 4,661,115 32.4 22 0955
Prairies 2,500,795 16.7 2,324,750 16.2 = 3.0 0.904
British Columbia 1,200,731 7.8 13215290 P 179 1.100
Territories 30,788 0,2 83,360 0.2 0.0 1.084
Total 15,393,984 100.0 14,366,045 100.0 0.933

1Native—born population in 1961 is the total population while in 1971 it is the population 10 years
of age and over only.

Source: 1961 Census of Canada, unpublished dataj; and 1971 Census of Canada, Cat. No. 92-740,
Bulletin 1.4-12.
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24.57 to 8.17% during the decade, this was primarily the consequence of the very
rapid decline of the age groups under 15 years and their passage into the productive
labour force age range, 15-64 years of age. Of course, the young dependency ratio
will be quickly reduced to zero and the older dependency ratio will continue to
increase at an increasing rate. Note that the young dependency ratio for the post-
war immigrant cohort declined more rapidly than the native-born. Both populations
exhibited increases in their old age dependency ratios, but the ratio for the post-
war immigrant cohort increased more rapidly. Overall, the total dependency ratio
for the native-born decreased less rapidly during the decade than that for the post-

war immigrants.

TABLE 3.4. Dependencv Ratios for the 1946-60 Immigrant Cohort and the Native-born
Population,1 Canada, 1961 and 1971

1946-60 immigrant cohort Native-born population
Dependency ratio 1961 1971 1961 1971
Young dependency ratio 21.8 2.6 68.7 19..8
01d dependency ratio 2.7 55 9.9 1Dk:8
Total dependency ratio 24.5 8.1 78.6 29.8

lNative—born population in 1961 is the total population while in 1971 it is popula-
tion 10 years of age and over only.

Source: 1961 and 1971 Censuses of Canada, unpublished data.

In relative terms, the post-war immigrants as a whole experienced a loss of
about 137 or twice that of the native-born which showed a 77 decline in numbers
during the 10-year intercensal period. Table 3.5 provides data to show that for the
post-war immigrants, slightly more than one-third of their decline could be attri-
buted to mortality with the remaining two-thirds resulting from an estimated net
emigration. This contrasts significantly with the native-born during the same
period, where almost 967 of their loss could be attributed to mortality, compared to
only a 47 loss resulting from net emigration. Since the age-specific survival rates
have been consistently higher for women than for men, the explanation for the in-
crease in sex ratios for the immigrant group mentioned earlier must lie in the dif-
ferent migration experience for each group. This is consistent with the estimates
shown in Table 3.5, where the estimated net emigration for the immigrant cohort was
-103.4 per 1,000 females, or 377 higher than the estimated net emigration for males

at -75.5 per 1,000 population.



TABLE 3.5. Estimates of Deaths, Survivors, Net Migration, and Percentage of Population Change Due to
Mortalitv and Net Migration, by Sex, for the 1946-60 Post-war Immigrant Cohort and
the Native-born Population, Canada, 1961 and 1971

1961-71 1971 1961-71
estimated estimated estimated 1971 Total
f ch d to:
1961 number of number of net enumerated change REE Dk i ERauEE e
Sex population deaths survivors migration population 1961-71 Mortality Net migration

1946-60 post-war immigrant cohort

Males 765,136 39,833 725,303 —54 299 671,081 -94,055 42.4 57.6
Females 711, 545 27,682 683,863 -68,593 615,270 -96,275 28.8 71.2
Total 1,476,681 67,515 1,409,166 -122,815 1,286,350 -190,330 35.5 64.5

1
Native-born population

Males 157375183 574,737 7,162,446 -13,796 7,148,650 -588,533 97.7 2.3
Females 7 56955 21.0 405,722 7,249,488 -32,083 7,217,405 -437,805 92w T Fud
Total 15,392,393 980,459 14,411,934 -45,879 14,366,055 -1,026,338 9:5:0:D 4.5

1
Native-born population in 1961 is the total population while in 1971 it is the population 10 years of age
and over only.

Source: 1961 Census of Canada, unpublished data; and Vital Statistics, 1961-71.

_.06_
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3.4.2. Life Cycle Related Changes regarding Marital Status, and Family Tvpe
and Size

With aging comes a succession of changes in one's characteristics associated
with the various stages of the individual and family life cycle. Marital status is
one such characterisctic inexorably tied to the basic life cycle of individuals, and
the question here is to what extent the experience of the immigrants, who arrived
in Canada during 1946-60 follows that of their native-born counterparts. Table 3.6
shows a difference in the marital composition of the two populations. A large pro-
portion of the foreign-born are married before they reach Canada; perhaps it is not
surprising that a larger proportion of the 1946-60 PWI cohort, 15 vears and over in

1961, was married as compared to the native-born.

TABLE 3.6. Marital Status for the 1946-60 Post-war Immigrant and Native-born
Populations, 15 Years and Over, Canada, 1961 and 1971

Marital status 1961 1971

1946-60 PWI

Single 22.4 17.4
Married 74.2 77.3
Widowed 2.9 3:7
Divorced 0.6 1.6
Total 100.0 100.0
Native-born
Single 29 .4 31.1
Married 64.8 62 .4
Widowed 5.4 5.4
Divorced 0.4 1.2
Total 100.0 100.0

Source: 1961 and 1971 Censuses of Canada, unpublished data.

The decade's experience, in this instance, provides no evidence of a conver-
gence between the two groups insofar as their marital composition is concerned. The
proportion married in the PWI cohort increased from 747 to 777, while the native-
born declined from 657 to 627. The trend for the proportion single is the reverse
of this, as the proportions widowed and divorced were relatively small and produced
small increases for each group during the decade. While the differences increased
during the decade with respect to the proportions single and married, the two groups

became more alike with respect to their proportions widowed and divorced.
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The proportions married by 10-year age groups show consistent increases
during the decade with the exception of the youngest category (15-24 years) for both
populations, and the 65 year and over category for the native-born and the 75 years
of age and over for the post-war immigrants. The overall decline in the proportion
married for the native-born must be the consequence of differences in the age
structure, particularly the relatively greater numbers of the native-born under 25
years of age, and 65 and over, the very same age groups that experienced a decline

in their proportions married during the decade.

As the various cohorts age, the proportion married within each cohort tends
to increase up to the 35-44 year old age group, and then subsequently declines as
the other combined statuses increase. Table 3.7 shows that both the PWI and the
native-born cohorts tend to follow the same general pattern, although the PWI
cohorts under 45 years in 1961 showed greater relative increases in the proportion
married within their groups during the decade and smaller relative declines for
those cohorts over 45 than did the comparable native-born cohorts. The conditions
tending to increase and maintain the relative numbers of married persons through the
early and later stages of the family life cycle would appear to have been more

favourable for the PWI cohorts.

Complimentary to these changes in proportions married are the changes in
the proportions divorced within each of the cohorts as they live through the addi-
tional decade of experience. Examination of the proportion divorced for each age
cohort at the beginning of the decade, and the same group 10 vyears later (e.g., the
25-34 years olds in 1961 who become 35-44 years of age 10 years later) will show
that the relative increases in the proportion divorced are much greater for the
native-born cohorts up to the 45-54 year group (in 1961). However, for the two
remaining older cohorts, the decade increases in proportion divorced are relatively

greater for the PWI cohorts.

The younger married population of the PWI cohort would appear to have been
more successful than their native-born counterparts insofar as the proportion
divorced in a population might be considered as an overall measure of success or
failure. However, it should be remembered that the proportion married would in-
crease if the divorced experienced higher mortality or emigration rates. While

considerable care should be taken in the interpretation of these differences, it
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TABLE 3.7. Percentage Married and Divorced for Specified Age Cohorts of Post-war Immigrants
and Native-born Population, Canada, 1961 and 1971

1961 1971
Age in Cohort Per cent Per cent Per cent Per cent Cohort Age in
1961 total married divorced married divorced total 1971

1946-60 cohort of post-war immigrants

15-24 231,638 29.4 0.1 83.6 1.» 213,700 25-34
25-34 402,847 81.9 0.4 92.1 1.7 351,000 35-44
35-44 327,859 90.8 0.7 91.2 1.7 282,300 45-54
45-54 158,059 88.7 1.1 84.5 1.9 137,200 55-64
55-64 65,235 78.6 1:3 66.8 2.1 47,600 65-74
65+ 31,963 49.1 0.8 36.5 2.5 15,900 75+
Native-born population
15-24 3,551,500 22.4 0.0 82.0 1.6 2,328,100 25-34
25-34 2,030,617 80.8 0.4 87.6 2.0 1,950,200 35-44
35-44 1,928,665 86.7 0.6 84.9 19 1,814,200 45-54
45-54 1,466,818 83.9 0.7 77.0 1.5 15322300 55-64
55-64 828,010 74.7 0.5 61.7 Qi ? 679,900 65-74
65+ 851,263 52.6 0.2 35.8 0.4 414,200 75+

Source: 1961 and 1971 Censuses of Canada, unpublished data.
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seems clear that the experience of specific age cohorts of PWIs through 1961-71
differs in significant ways from the experience of the same age cohorts of the

native-born.

One of the consequences of rapid growth and crowding is an increase in the
relative numbers of secondary families in households, a doubling up of related fami-
lies, or lodging and other non-related families. 1In particular this seems to be
characteristic of immigrant families who tend to share housing to a greater extent
than families with native-born heads. 1In 1961, 937 of the total families with
foreign-born heads were enumerated as primary families compared to 957 for the
native-born. However, considering only the foreign-born who had arrived in Canada
during 1946-60, only 887 of the families were classified as such. Table 3.8 shows
that conditions during the decade appeared to favour the establishment of more pri-
mary families and by the end of the decade the distribution of families by type for

the PWI families was almost identical to that of families with native-born heads.

TABLE 3.8. Distribution of Family Types for the 1946-60 Post-war Immigrant and
Native-born Populations, Canada, 1961 and 1971

1946-60 PWI Native-born

Family type family heads family heads
1961 1971 1961 1971

Primary families 88.2 97.4 94.7 97.1
Secondary families 11.8 3.0 5.3 2.9
Related 5.7 2.4 3.8 2.2
Lodging and other 6.2 0.6 1.4 07
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

Source: 1961 and 1971 Censuses of Canada, unpublished data.

Examining changes for specific age cohorts (cross-sectionally) highlights a
considerable degree of variation in the distribution of primary and secondary type
families. The proportion of secondary families tends to be distributed in a '"U-
shaped" curve, with high proportions at both the younger and older ends of the age
distribution and minimal proportions for the middle age category (45-54). The de-
cline in proportions of secondary families within age categories between 1961 and 1971
was significant and generally similar for the same age groups of PWIs and the native-

born but considerably greater in the case of the PWIs.
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Secondary tvpe families are predominantly related families rather than
lodging and other non-related families. The only exception occurred in the PWI
group who were 25-54 years of age in 1961. However, by the end of 1971 this devia-
tion from the general pattern had worked itself out and the distribution of related
and non-related secondary families was almost identical to that for the native-born

family heads.

Between 1961 and 1971 the average family size in Canada had declined from 3.9
to 3.7 persons. This represented a net change resulting from two opposing trends
within the foreign-born and native-born populations. An earlier analysis had shown
that family size for families with native-born heads had declined while those
families with foreign-born heads had actually increased in size (Kalbach, 1974,

p. 65). Changes in the age of family heads and in the number of children had con-

tributed to the overall change during the decade (Table 3.9).

TABLE 3.9. Average Family Size for Native-born and Foreign-born Populations,
Canada, 1961 and 1971

Nativity of head 1961 1971
Native-born heads 4.1 3.8
Foreign-born heads 3.3
1946-60 PWI heads 3.6

Total

Source: 1961 and 1971 Censuses of Canada, unpublished data.

Information on family size by age of head for the census years 1961 and 1971
clearly shows the typical rise and fall of family size as the family head ages, with
the peak size occurring in the 35-44 age group. Taking PWI and native-born family
heads separately and following each 10-year age group longitudinally through the
decade shows that both groups follow the same general pattern, but that the size of
the PWI families increased more rapidly during the early phase of the family life
cycle and decreased more slowly during the later phase than native-born families
(Table 3.10). Since the family size for the PWIs was somewhat smaller for every age
group than the average family size for the native-born, the differing rates of chan-

ge have tended to produce a convergence in average family size for the two groups.
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TABLE 3.10. Post-war Tmmigrants and Native-born Family Size (Average) by Age of
Family Head in 1961 and 1971, and Percentage Change, Canada, 1961-71

Age of Family size Age of Percentage change
family head e family head 1961-71.
in 1961 1961 1971 in 1971

1946-60 post-war immigrants

5-14 - 2.6 15-24 -
15-24 2.7 3.6 25-34 33.3
25-34 3.4 A 35-44 29.4
35-44 4.0 3.9 45-54 - 2.5
45-54 3.7 2.9 55-64 -16.2
55-64 3.0 2.9 65+ -
65-69 2.4
70+ 2.3

Native-born population

5-14 - 2.6 15-24 -
15-24 2.9 3.7 25-34 27.6
25-34 4.1 4.9 35-44 19.5
35-44 4.9 4.3 45-54 -12.2
45-54 4.4 3.1 55-64 -29.5
55-64 3.3 2.4 65+ -
65-69 2.6

70+ 2.4

Source: 1961 and 1971 Censuses of Canada, unpublished data.
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3.4.3. Contribution to the Labour Force

The proportion of the population old enough to work that actually enters
and remains in the labour force is a variable and tends to fluctuate in response to
economic conditions, individual economic needs, personal health, etc. In addition to
fluctuations in the size of the labour force caused by movement into and out of the
larger pool of the working age population, this labour force reserve and the labour
force population itself is continuously augmented by young persons reaching the
working age. The relative size and significance of this annual manpower increment
is directly related to previous fluctuations in the birth rates of the resident
population as well as in the size and number of immigrant families entering the
country. The particular interest here lies with the younger native-born and the
young foreign-born who became 15 years of age during the 1961-71 decade. The con-
tributions made by persons moving into the labour force who were already of working

age during this period will be examined in a subsequent section of this chapter.

Those entering the labour force during 1961-71 were 5-14 years of age at the
time of the 1961 Census. The native-born component of this group will far outnumber
their foreign-born counterparts who had arrived in Canada as children after World
War II. While their relative sizes are important with respect to the size of the
manpower pool, this aspect is not the major point of concern; it is the relative
contribution that each of these age-nativitv specific populations have made to the

country's current experienced labour force that will be examined.

Of the 5-14 vyear olds in 1961, both the PWI cohort and the native-born com-
ponent can be expected to diminish in actual size through the continuing exposure
to mortality and emigration. There is evidence that both groups experienced net
emigration; the data in Table 3.11 show that about 87 of the estimated survived
population of the 5-14 year old PWI cohort were lost to emigration compared to an
estimated 27 for the same age group of native-born for the same period of time. A
somewhat larger proportion of the original 1946-60 PWI cohort entered the current
experienced labour force than the native-born, the percentages being 587 and 527,

respectively.

There appears to have been some important sex differentials in survival
rates and net migration that would affect estimates of their relative contributions

to the labour force population. Sex differentials reflected in survival rates



TABLE 3.11.

Contribution Made by the 1946-60 Post-war Immigrants and Native-born 5-14 Year 0ld Pre-labour
Force Population to the Current Experienced Labour Force, Canada, 1961-71

Per cent
Estimated 15-24 year of 1971
5-14 Estimated net 15-24 15-24 15-24 olds in CELF 15-24 year
year olds survivors migration year olds year olds year olds as per cent of cohort in
Sex in 1961 in- 1971 1961-71 in 1971 in CELFl not in CELF 1961 cohort CELF
1946-60 post-war immigrants
Males 117,390 116,200 -8,855 107,345 75,495 31,850 64. 70.3
Females 108,938 108,467 -9,457 99,010 56,420 42,590 51. 57.0
Total 226,328 224,667 -18,321 206,360 131,915 74,445 58. 63.9
Native-born population
Males 1,882,596 1,864,836 -48,806 1,816,030 1,111,370 704,660 59 61.2
Females 1,822,474 1,814,899 -38,379 1,7765520 799,870 976,655 43, 45.0
Total 3,705,043 3,679,735 -87,185 3,592,550 1,911,240 1,681,315 51. 532

1

CELF = Current experienced labour force.

Source: 1961 and 1971 Censuses of Canada, unpublished data.

_86_
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derived from the 1961 and 1971 Canada Life Tables were applied without further
differentiation or adjustment to both native-born and foreign-born populations. The
estimates of net migration, which utilized the derived survival rates, suggest that
the foreign-born women experienced a higher net emigration than foreign-born males.
The reverse seemed to be the case for native-born women. The foreign-born women had
a much higher proportion of the original 1961 cohort of 5-14 year olds in the cur-
rent experienced labour force than native-born women with 527 and 447, respectively.
In relative terms, the 1946-60 PWI cohort of 5-14 year olds in 1961 made a signi-

ficantly greater contribution to the current labour force than did the native-born.

Those of the PWI cohort under 25 years of age in 1971 who were in the expe-
rienced labour force were almost entirely wage and salary workers with 957 males and
967% females employed in that capacity. The native-born cohort of the same age
group had slightly lower percentages of wage and salary workers (Table 3.12). The
difference would appear to be due almost entirely to the larger proportion of the
native-born being reported as unpaid family workers. The proportion of employers
or working for own account was approximately the same for each group and relatively

small, at just under 27.

During the decade there was very little change in the distribution by class
of worker for the youngest age groups. There was essentially no change for PWIs
under 25 years of age between the 1961 and 1971 Censuses, being 95.57 and 95.77
wage earners, respectively. On the other hand, the proportion of wage-earners for
native-born males under 25 years of age increased from 89.77 to 92.07 during the
same period and decreased from 97.47 to 95.17 for native-born females. This change
seemed almost totally attributable to the decline in the proportion of unpaid family
workers among males from 7.27 to 5.77Z and an increase among females from 1.87 to

4.1% at the end of the decade.

3.5. Labour Force Participation and Income: The Post-war
Immigrant and Native-born Cohorts

The 1946-60 post-war immigrant group has been examined both in terms of its
totality and with respect to specific age and sex groups for evidence of change
during the decade. Where changes have occurred, they were contrasted with the com-
parable segment of the native-born population in order to assess their significance.

The two populations differ with respect to their demographic characteristics, so
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TABLE 3.12. Class of Worker by Sex for Post-war Immigrants and Native-born
Population, 15-24 Years of Age, Canada, 1961 and 1971

1961 1971

Class of worker Total Males Females Total Males Females

1946-60 post-war immigrants

Wage earner 95.50 94.60 96.82 95.67 95.21 96.30
Unpaid family worker 2.24 2wl 7 1.46 2..867 2.68 2,67
Employer 0.87 1.29 0.24 0.67 0.88 0.40
Working for own account 1.40 1.34 1.48 0.98 1.23 0.66
Total 100.00  100.00 100.00  100.00 100.00 100.00

Native-born population

Wage earner 92,77 89.72 97 .44 93.29 91.95 95.14
Unpaid family worker 5.03 7.15 1.80 5.01 5.69 4.08
Employer 0.51 0.75 0.14 0.45 0.63 021
Working for own account 1.69 %,:39 0.63 1..25 1.74 0,57
Total 100.00  100.00 100.00 100.00  100.00 100.00

Source: 1961 and 1971 Censuses of Canada, unpublished data.
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much so in relationship to their age-sex structures that the same trends affecting
specific age and sex groups can and have produced different overall effects. While
it is important to look at changes in the characteristics of these groups as wholes,
much more insight can be gained with respect to understanding the adaptation and
integration processes if smaller age and sex cohorts can be isolated and followed
over a specific time period so that the changes that are observed can be assumed
with greater confidence to have occurred with respect to the same group of indivi-

duals.

When looking at changes in the characteristics of the labour force age-group
over time, one of the significant causes of change is the continuous injection of
young persons into the labour force population as they become of working age, and
the continuous departures throughout the age range because of emigration and at the
other end of the age range because of retirement and death. Restricting the analysis
of change to those cohorts that remain within the normal age range of the labour
force will eliminate most of the effects produced by the entrance and terminal
groups on the labour force as a whole. Even so, when the characteristics of a five
or 10-year age cohort of males or females change over a 10-year period, some of that
change will still be due to the characteristics of the original members of the
cohort who die, emigrate or return to Canada between the two census dates. If those
who emigrate (or the net migrants for any cohort) or die during the intercensal
period are different in terms of the characteristics being analyzed from those who
survived and remain in the country, the character of the cohort will change even
though the characteristics of the actual survivors have remained constant in every
way (except for becoming 10 years older). Thus, the greater the depletion of any
cohort from either of these causes, the greater the caution required in interpreting
intercensal decade changes. Those over 55 years of age in 1961 and under 25 years
in 1971 clearly pose more complex problems of analysis; accordingly, the focus will

be on those 10-year age and sex groups who were 15-55 in 1961.

3.5.1. Labour Force Participation

The number of PWIs in the current experienced labour force increased by
8.5% and the participation rate rose from 65.27 to 68.57 during the decade. While
this is a considerably higher level of participation than that experienced by the
native-born whose rate increased from 53.7% to 56.67 during the same period, the

actual numbers of PWIs in the current experienced labour force were considerably
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smaller, as was their percentage increase. The native-born, for example, increased

by about one~third in size during the decade.

Both the levels of participation and trends for each of the male and female
components of the current experienced labour force were similar for both populations
and consistent with the overall change that occurred in labour force participation -
an increase for women and a decrease for men, with higher levels for both sexes in
the post-war immigrant population than in the native-born. Variations in the age-
sex specific rates in 1961 and 1971, showed the characteristic curves for partici-
pation by sex; the male participation rates peaked at middle age while the female
rates displayed a double peak with the major one occurring in the 20-24 year age
group and the secondary peak coming after the childbearing period or in the 45-54
year age group. Given these general similarities, to what extent did the separate

age and sex cohorts conform to or diverge from the general patterns?

For the male population, participation in the current experienced labour
force increased more rapidly for the native-born cohort, 15-24 years in 1961, and
decreased more rapidly during the decade for the remaining cohorts (Table 3.13).

The net effect was an overall increase in the difference in participation rates, for
all age groups combined, between the post-war immigrant and native-born groups. In
1961, the rates for all ages combined differed by 147, and by 1971 the difference
had increased to 187. The picture for women was the reverse of that for males. The
native-born women showed larger increases in their participation rates for every age
cohort up to the 45-54 year age group (in 1961) and similar or smaller decreases for
the oldest two groups. The net effect, in view of the generally higher participa-
tion rates for foreign-born women, was to reduce the differences between the two

groups from 337 in 1961 to 227 in 1971.

The reasons for the differences in trends by sex are not entirely clear.
The foreign-born clearly had higher participation rates than the native-born for
both males and females. But why the decade's experience tended to produce a conver-
gence between the foreign-born and native-born females on the one hand and diver-
gence between the two male groups on the other hand remains to be explained. The
only age group which showed any degree of convergence for males was 15-24 years (in
1961) which became 25-34 years in 1971. All the other male 10-year age cohorts

showed larger relative declines in participation rates for the native-born in



TABLE 3.13. Current Experienced Labour Force Participation Rates for Selected Age/Sex
Cohorts of the 1946-60 Post-vwar Immigrants and Native-born Population, and Percentage
Change in Cohort Participation Rates, Canada, 1961 and 1971

Percentage change in

Age in s el Age in cohort participation
1961 in CELF in CELF 1971 rates in CELF
Post-war Native-born
1961 1971 1961 1971 immigrants population
Males
5-14 = 70.3 - 61.2 15-24 - -
15-24 67.5 94.7 59+8 91.5 25-34 40.3 52.9
25-34 96.3 96.3 93.4 91 .3 35-44 = 0.0 = 23
35-44 96.7 95.3 93.6 88.5 45-54 - 1.4 ~ 5.5
45-54 94.5 89.2 91.3 78.2 55-64 = 5:6 -14.4
55-64 85.7 40.4 80.7 30.2 65-74 -52.8 -62.6
65+ 35.6 15.8 29..2 10.3 75+ =55.5 -64.7
Total 89.c 88.2 78.1 75.0 - 1.0 - 4.1
Females

5-14 - 57.0 = 45.0 15-24 - =
15-24 46.3 47.1 39.9 42.2 25-34 1.8 5.7
25-34 39.3 49.1 27.7 41.4 35-44 24.8 49.4
35-44 39.9 51.0 29.3 42.3 45-54 277 4404
45-54 41.0 38.7 32.3 34.0 55-64 = 547 5L
55-64 2749 12,8 24.5 10.8 65-74 -54.2 -55.8
65+ 7.7 4.2 7.1 5.0 75+ -45.8 -28.6
Total 39.3 47.0 29.5 38.6 19.5 30.8

Source: 1961 and 1971 Censuses of Canada, unpublished data.

= £0T =
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contrast to the post-war immigrants. For females in the current exnerienced labour
force, the observed convergence for the decade was the result of the more rapid in-
crease in participation rates for the cohorts of women under 55 years of age (in

1961) and similar or smaller declines in participation rates for native-born women
in the 10-year age cohorts over 55 years than was the case for the cohorts of 1946-

60 post-war immigrant women.

Participation rates for wives living with husbands were generally lower than
the rates for all women in the labour force age range, but they showed the same gene-
rally strong increase during the decade, both for women with PWI husbands as well as
those with native-born husbands. The difference between those with native-born hus-
bands and those with PWI husbands was considerably greater in 1961 than in 1971. At
the beginning of the decade the participation rate was 16 percentage points higher for
wives of foreign-born heads than the 19.07 participation rate for wives of native-
born heads. By 1971, the gap had narrowed to about half this amount as the result
of the more rapid increase in participation rates exhibited by the wives with native-
born husbands. The improving economic conditions that characterized the early 1960s
not only contributed to the increasing involvement of women in general in the cur-
rent experienced labour force but enabled the wives of native-born family heads to
significantly reduce the differences in levels of participation between themselves
and those wives with PWI husbands. The changes during the decade in cohort parti-
cipation levels for the PWI and native-born wives in husband-wife families and

total women, who were 15 years of age and over in 1961, are shown in Table 3.14.

TABLE 3.14. Participation Rates in the Current Experienced Labour Force for Total
Women and Wives in Husband-wife Families by Nativity of Family Head,
Canada, 1961 and 1971

1961 Pop. 15+ years 1971 Pop. 25+ years
Category of women 1946-60 Native- 1946-60 Native-
PWIs born PWIs born
Women in husband-wife
families 34.8 19.0 43.0 33.5
Total women 39.2 29.4 45.0 35.9

Source: 1961 and 1971 Censuses of Canada, unpublished data.
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The increases in participation rates during the decade for each of the 10-
year age cohorts of women were consistently lower for the foreign-born than for the
native-born. Where there was in fact a decline, as was the case for those 55-64
years of age who became 65 and over during the decade, the relative decline was
greater for the foreign-born cohort than for the native-born. In addition, the
voungest age cohort with foreign-born husbands showed a decline of -0.67%. Coupled
with the existing differentials in participation rates, the cohort changes have con-
tributed to a closing of the gaps between the native-born and the 1946-60 PWI co-
horts during the 1961-71 period. Changes in the age-specific participation rates,

as well as cohort changes between 1961 and 1971 are illustrated in Chart 3.1.

The relative changes in participation rates were greatest for those wives
aged 35-44 years in 1961 who became 45-54 years of age in 1971, for both 194A-60
PWI and native-born family heads. Average total earnings of familv heads peak for
the age group 35-44 years, and average family earnings peak in the next age group,
45-54 years. That family size also tends to peak when the family head is in the
35-44 year age group suggests that the demand on family resources is greatest at
this point in the family life cycle and that wives are subjected to maximum pres-
sures to enter the experienced labour force at this time. The distribution of par-
ticipation rates for both women and wives shows the secondary peak occurring in the
age group 45-54, a period when the average earnings for family heads begin to dec-

line and the children have not yet all left home.

3.5.2. Type of Employment: Changes in the Class of Worker

The majority of workers, regardless of nativity, period of immigration, sex
or age, find employment as wage-earners. Cross-sectional data show that upon
entering the current experienced labour force, the proportion of wage-earners tends
to decline from its maximum values of 977 and 957 for 15-24 year old female and male
PWIs respectively (in 1961), to its lowest values of 787 and 777 respectively for
those 65 years of age and over. The 1971 data exhibit a similar pattern for succes-—

sively older age groups.

The overall decline in the proportion of wage-earners among male PUIs in the
current experienced labour force between 1961 and 1971 was 2.6 percentage points, or
a relative decline of -2.97. 1Individual age cohorts, on the other hand, varied in

terms of their proportionate declines from -8.07 to -0.37, while the 45-54 year age
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Chart 3.1
Percentage of Post-war Immigrant (PWI) and Native-born (NB) Family Heads of Normal Families("

with Wives in the Current Experienced Labour Force by Age of Head, Canada, 1961 and 1971

% B . %
60 —  Post-war immigrant family heads — 62)

Decade change
50 — in age cohort e By

40 — — 40
30 — B== 80
20 — == 20
10 — — 10

0 | 1 | L,

15 25 35 45 55 65 75
Age of head
% Nati f ilv h %
60 — ative-born family heads — &0
50 — — 50

Decade change
in age cohort

40 — — 40
80 — — 30
20 = — 20
10 — — 10
o | "
15 25 35 45 55 65 75
Age of head

(1) Family heads with spouse present
Source: 1961 and 1971 Censuses of Canada, unpublished data
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cohort actually increased its percentage of wage-earners by 0.87 by the end of the
decade. Table 3.15 shows that the native-born male cohorts showed a more mixed
pattern of changes in their proportions of wage-earners. Four of the cohorts
actually showed increases, with only two showing the expected decline for the decade,

giving an overall percentage increase of 7.57.

The PWI and native-born cohorts of women were more consistent in their
patterns of change, each showing overall declines of -2.37 and -0.87 respectively.
All but the 65 and over cohort showed decade declines, but minimal declines were
characteristic of the 35-54 year age range. Changes in the proportions of other cate-
gories of class of worker are somewhat enlightening with respect to understanding diffe-
rences in the nature of employment changes for men and women as they age. The propor-
tions of unpaid family workers for male cohorts consistently decline between 1961 and
1971 for every cohort except those 55 years of age and over. For women cohorts, not
only are the proportions of unpaid family workers considerably higher, but in every case
they showed significant increases during the 1961-71 period. The relative increases
in proportions of unpaid family workers were greatest for the youngest and oldest age

groups with minimal increases having occured in the 45-54 age group.

The pattern of change for women working as an employer is different from
that of the male cohorts. While the proportions tend to be quite small, they con-
sistently increase for every 10-year age cohort of 1946-60 PWI women. The propor-—
tions of the native-born women cohorts increase over the decade for those under 35
years of age but decline in the older age groups. The latter pattern is similar
to that for both native-born and PWI males. The picture with respect to the rela-
tive numbers working for their own account and the extent of cohort change through
the decade for foreign-born males and females is very clear. While the overall
proportions of PWI males and females working for their own account were very simi-
lar, 4.97 and 4.77%, respectively in 1961, and while the proportions for each age
cohort were quite comparable, the decade trends were very distinct and in opposi-
tion to each other. The proportions for every age cohort of women, except the
youngest age group, declined during the decade while those for the male cohorts
increased. The patterns of cohort change for self-employed among the native-born
male and female cohorts were not as consistent. The relative declines observed
among the age cohorts of foreign-born women occurred mainly within the middle age

range of native-born women and for those 65 years and over. The native-born males,
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TABLE 3.15. Percentage Change in Cohort Proportions of Wage Earners, Unpaid Family
Workers, Employers and Those Working for Own Account, for 1946-60 Post-war
Immigrants and Native-born Population, Canada, Between 1961 and 1971

Percentage change in cohort proportion

Sex and Wage Unpaid Working
age in earners family Employers for own
1961 workers account

1946-60 post-war immigrants

Males
15-24 -6:9 ~ 95.7 425.6 276.1
25-34 ~-8.0 - 92.6 90.1 83.7
35-44 -2.9 = 57.1 12.9 35,2
45-54 0.8 - 80.0 - 20.8 ¥l..5
55-64 =03 64.7 = 26.3 18.0
65+ -5.6 598.6 6l 9.2
Total -2.9 - 27.3 27aty 26..5
Females
15-24 =77 366.4 708.3 29.1
25-34 ~Sed 276.8 148.9 - 45.9
35-44 ~251 107.6 22.7 - 60.4
45-54 -0.6 55.1 3.3 - 36.4
55-64 —36d 89.3 18.2 - 16..3
65+ 1.9 170.4 49.2 - 58.8
Total -2..3 124.7 50..0 - 49.3
Native-born population
Males
15-24 1.0 - 96.8 417.3 121.3
25-34 -2.1 - 88.2 30.9 1445
35-44 3.7 - 80.0 - 23.9 - 1.6
45-54 8.6 - 64.3 - 40.5 - 10.5
55-64 -4.4 37:5 - 24.4 31.2
65+ 549 83.5 - 41.6 6.6
Total 7 5D = 21.8 - 35.8 - 28.0
Females
15-24 -7.1 291.1 485.7 1.63..5
25-34 -4.3 70.7 61.9 = 139
35-44 -1.3 28.7 = 12,1 - 19.7
45-54 0.0 25.8 - 29.9 = 19.4
55-64 -4.9 67.5 - 7.5 2 2
65+ 4.7 87.6 - 36.0 - 40.9
Total -0.8 47.3 - 26.4 - 38.1

Source: 1961 and 1971 Censuses of Canada, unpublished data.
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like their foreign-born counterparts, also showed decade increases in proportions
self-employed with the exception of those in the two middle age range cohorts, those
35-44 and 45-54 in 1961. While the native-born males showed an overall decline in
proportion self-employed, they still had a larger proportion so employed in 1971
than did the PWI males. In summary, it would appear that the decline in proportions
of wage-earners that appears to characterize the experience of most male and female
age cohorts in the current experienced labour force is a reflection of differential
sorting into the other class of worker categories. Women show a significant shift
towards unpaid family work and working as employers of others. The males on the
other hand shift out of family work and into self-employment and employers of others

(in the younger age cohorts).

The difficulty in interpreting these data is that they can be affected by
net migration as well as by increased pnarticipation (rates) in the current experien-
ced labour force, and it is difficult to say to what extent the increases in wage-
earners for the native-born represented changes in the specific cohort of indivi-
duals who started the decade in the labour force (experienced) or reflected the
effects of those entering or leaving the cohort during the 10-year period. In other
words, was the reduction in proportion of native-born males in the middle age range
who were self-employed a result of their returning to employment as wage-earners,
out-migration, or just withdrawal from the experienced labour force? Perhaps all
these factors are operative, but it is not possible to determine their relative
significance with these data. The same problems also tend to obscure the interpre-
tation of changes in income positions of the PWIs and the native-born discussed in

the concluding sections of this chapter.13

3.5.3. Relative Changes in Income Position: Individuals, Families and Ethnic

Groups

One of the basic indicators of adjustment within a social and economic sys-
tem, as well as a rough indicator of relative status position within that system, is
individual income, especially that of heads of families. Income data were obtained
from the 1961 Census for the foreign-born by period of immigration and similar data
have been extracted from the 1971 Census to provide a basis for an assessment of

the position of the 1946-60 PWIs relative to that of the native-born and changes in

See footnote(s) on page 123.
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relative positions during the decade. Income from wages and salaries, self-employ-
ment income, and total earnings of family heads and all employed family members com-

bined are analvzed in the following sections.

In 1961, the median income, based on total earnings for the post-war immi-
grants, was lower than that for the native-born population in the current experien-
ced labour force, and its relative position was consistent for both male and female
working populations. Furthermore, the post-war immigrants reported smaller total
earnings within every 10-year age cohort, except the youngest group (15-24 years of
age). Earlier analyses of these data had shown that this exception was probably
due to the greater proportions of young post-war immigrants in full time employment

(Kalbach, 1970, p. 29).

The period between 1961 and 1971 has altered significantly the relative in-
come picture for the same group of post-war immigrants. For those reporting some in-
come in 1971, the 1946-60 PWIs who were at that time 25 and over, has reversed their
relative standings vis-d-vis their native-born counterparts in the current experien-
ced labour force. This was the case for every age cohort of males except those 55-
64 years of age in 1971, and for all but two age cohorts of women, those 25-34 and
55-64 years of age in 1971. The two exceptions for the women produced an overall
average total earnings for the PWIs that was lower than that achieved by the native-
born. Table 3.16 shows that the PWI cohorts did experience higher percentage in-
creases in total earnings than did the native-born during the decade in every case
except women aged 15-24 in 1961 who became 25-34 in 1971. As a whole or by indivi-
dual 10-year age cohorts, the PWIs did better than the native-born. However, it
should be kept in mind that factors other than differential changes in actual wages
(salaries or hourly rates) may have also contributed to these shifts. The very
large relative gains for the younger age cohorts may reflect, in large part, an in-
crease in the number working full-time as opposed to part-time. In the case of the
youngest group, this may account for the relatively large gains for the native-born
as opposed to the foreign-born, as the latter group is generally known to have
larger proportions of full-time workers and thus would be less likely to show large
relative gains. Median total earnings for the PWI and native-born age and sex co-
horts with their percentage increases during the decade are summarized in Table

3.16.



TABLE 3.16.

Median Total Earningsl

for 1946-60 Post-war Immigrant and Native-born
Cohorts in the Current Experienced Labour Force, by Sex and Age,

Canada, 1961 and 1971
1961-71 1961-71
1946-60 PWIs percentage Native-born percentage
Age increase B increase Age in
in 1961 1961 1971 in median 1961 1971 1in median 1971
earnings earnings
Males
15-24 2,413 7,817 224.0 2,083 7,361 254.3 25-34
25-34 3,795 8,412 1217 4,064 8,168 101.0 35-44
35-44 4,183 8,171 953 4,470 7,832 75«2 45-54
45-54 3,747 6,843 82.6 4,236 6,931 63:6 55-64
55-64 3,277 5,076 54.9 3,711 4,330 16.7 65-74
65+ 2,669 4,588 71.9 2,785 3,500 2557 75+
Total 3,867 ¥ 5952 115.7 s 420 Fs555 100.4 25+
Females

15-24 1,699 3,981 134.3 1,676 4,167 148.6 25-34
25-34 2,041 3,616 172 2,343 ks D79 52..6 35-44
35-44 1,972 3,744 89.9 2,120 3,662 72.7 45-54
45-54 1,887 3,560 88.7 2,166 3,676 697 55-64
55-64 1,632 3,094 89.6 2,087 2,791 337 65-74
65+ 1,281 2,597 102.7 1,426 2,381 67.0 75+
Total 1,893 3,708 95.9 1,996 3,768 88.8 25+

1Wages and salaries only.

Source: 1961 and 1971 Censuses of Canada, unplublished data.

= 1TLL =
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The cohort linkages between the two successive income distributions in 1961
and 1971 are illustrated in Chart 3.2. They show the relatively greater improvement
in median total earnings in the case of the PWI males and females in contrast to
the native-born. It would also appear that the PWI and native-born females achieved
a greater degree of convergence through the decade in their distribution of total
earnings than was the case for males, but this may be of little consolation in view
of the generally lower levels of earnings that are characteristic of women's parti-

cipation in the work force.

The experience of PWI family heads and their families was much the same as
that for individuals in the current experienced labour force during the decade.
Whereas both the total earnings of family heads and total family earnings were lower
than their native-born counterparts in 1961, they too had reversed their relative
positions by 1971. 1In 1961, the average total earnings of native-born heads was 87
higher than that reported by PWI heads. By 1971, the situation was almost reversed
with average total earnings for PWI heads reaching a level 67 higher than that of
the native-born heads. The income reversal was almost identical for total family
earnings, but with the relative difference being somewhat greater in 1971 than in
1961. Families of PWI heads reported total incomes 87 higher in 1971 than the
native-born, whereas in 1961, families with native-born heads had reported total

earnings only 47 higher than families of PWI heads.

Table 3.17 shows that the percentage increases in average total earnings for
cohorts of PWI heads and their families during this period, were consistently
greater than those for every corresponding age group of native-born with the lone
exception of those 65 and over. Since this relatively small age group was the one
exception to the differential favouring the native-born in 1961, the overall percen-
tage increase in earnings during the decade still exceeded that of the native-born
by a considerable margin. The only age group that did not exhibit a reversal of
income position for PWI and native-born heads during the decade was the cohort of
heads 45-54 years in 1961. While the PWI heads in this instance showed a conside-
rably larger percentage gain over the decade than their equivalent native-born co-

hort, it was not sufficient to overcome their disadvantage in 1961.

A somewhat similar picture for family income during the decade may be seen

in Chart 3.3. Overall, average total earnings for families with PWI heads increased



- 118 ~

Chart 3.2
Median Total Earnings(") for 1946-60 Post-war Immigrants (PWI) and Native-born (NB) Cohorts
in the Current Experienced Labour Force, by Sex and Age, Canada, 1961 and 1971
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TABLE 3.17. Average Total Earnings of Family Heads and Families by Age of Head for 1946-60 Post-
war Immigrant and Native-born Cohorts in the Current Experienced Labour Force (CELF), Canada,
1961 and 1971

1961-71 Native-born 1961-71
1946-60 PWIs percentage population percentage
Age of increase increase Age of
family head in average in average family head
in 1961 1961 1971 earnings 1961 1971 earnings in 1971
$ $ $ $
Average total earnings of family heads

15-24 3,051 8,054 164.0 3,211 7,612 137 .1 25-34

25-34 4,035 9,074 124.9 4,372 8,993 105.7 35-44

35-44 4,576 8,958 95.8 4,952 8,780 77..8 45-54

45-54 4,343 7,564 74.2 4,870 7,838 60.9 55-64 -
55-64 3,841 6,116 59..2 4,491 5,769 28.5 65-74 =

65+ 4,287 5,906 37.8 3,653 5,118 40.1 75+ !
Total 4,232 8,489 100.6 44579 8,009 74.9 Total

Average total family earnings

15-24 4,000 9,806 145.2 3,977 9;155 1362 25-34

25-34 4,808 10,707 122..7 4,868 10,404 113.7 35-44

35-44 5,404 11,760 117 .6 54553 11,393 105.2 45-54

45-54 54,870 10,499 7849 6,175 10,380 68.1 55-64

55-64 5+530 8,424 52.3 5,938 7,547 27.1 65-74

65+ 5,580 7,718 38.3 4,722 635532 383 75+

Total 55217 10,668 104.5 5,416 9:925 83:3 Total

1
For wage and salary earnings.

Source: 1961 and 1971 Censuses of Canada, unpublished data.



Chart 3.3
Average Total Family Earnings(") by Age of Head of 1946-60 Post-war

Immigrant and Native-born Cohorts, Canada, 1961 and 1971
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by 1047, compared to 837 for those with native-born heads. Again, the relatively

greater increases for PWI families occurred in every age cohort except the oldest.

The additional income from other wage-earners and self-employed in the family
is an obvious means of increasing the family's resources when the income from the
head may be insufficient to meet its actual or anticipated needs. In the analysis
of the 1961 data, additional family income was shown to have provided the maximum
additional increment relative to the earning of family heads where those heads were
45 or older, and particularly in families of 55-64 year old heads where family ear-
nings exceeded those of the head by 447. Note also in Table 3.18 that another peak
occurs for those under 25 years of age where the wife's participation would tend to
make a relatively significant contribution. The same general pattern can be observed
in the 1971 data with the slight difference that the average total family earnings
exceeded the family head's income to a greater extent in those families whose heads
were under 25 years of age. Again, the additional income earners in PWI families
made a greater relative contribution to total family incomes than was the case for
the native-born. In this case, it reinforced the already favourable position of
post-war immigrant heads in 1971, vis-a-vis the native-born. In 1961, the earnings
of additional family workers tended to reduce the income gap between the PWIs and
native-born. On the other hand, in 1971, the addition of income from other family
members operated to widen the income gap and increase the relatively more favourable

position of families with PWI heads.

Data from the 1961 Census showed significant variations in income by ethnic
origin for native-born as well as foreign-born by period of immigration. In addi-
tion, the variability in total average earnings for major ethnic origin groupings
showed consistent declines with increasing length of residence for those who had
immigrated to Canada during the 1946-60 post-war years (Kalbach, 1970, p. 303). 1In
view of the general curvilinear relationship between age and income for males in the
labour force and known variations in the age and sex structures of Canada's ethnic
populations, it is possible that some of this ethnic variation may reflect factors
other than those related to differential capacities for economic success. However,
the group of post-war immigrants as a whole tends to be somewhat homogeneous with
respect to their age-sex and marital characteristics at the time of their arrival in
Canada. It would seem, therefore, that even though the following analyses did not

control for age and sex while examining differences in incomes for ethnic groupings



TABLE 3.18. Per Cent that Total Family Earnings Exceed Total Earnings of Family Head, by Age,

for Post-war Immigrant and Native-born Family Heads, Canada, 1961 and 1971

1946-60
post-war Native-
Ase srou immigrant born
& 0% P family heads family heads
family head 1961 1971 1961 1971
15-24 31.1 41.1 23.9 36..3
25-34 192 218 L1 3 20:3 I
35-44 18.1 18.0 12.1 15.7 =
45-54 35,2 31.3 26.8 29.8 1
55-64 44.0 38.8 322 32.4
65+ 30.2 29453 IF wd 30.5
Total 23.3 25:7 18.3 23:9

Source:

1961 and 1971 Censuses of Canada, unpublished data.
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of the current experienced labour force, that some confidence can be placed in the
differentials that may emerge as being reflective of actual ethnic differences

rather than spurious effects of structural variables.

The declining variability in ethnic group median incomes with increasing
length of residence, noted with respect to the analyses of the 1961 Census data,
has suggested an increasingly uniform degree of success in achieving adaptation to
the economic system. The median total earnings for PWIs of all ethnic origins com-
bined increased from $2,684 for the most recent group of immigrants in 1961 (those
who had arrived between 1956 and 1961) to $3,426 for those who had arrived during
1946-50 and had lived in the country the longest. The average deviation of the
major ethnic groupings from these figures declined from $476 to $274 and the coef-
ficient of relative variation declined from 0.1775 to 0.0799 as the lenght of res-

idence for post-war immigrants increased (Kalbach, 1970, p. 303).

Even though these comparisons are based on different cohorts of immigrants
who have been in the country for varying lengths of time, the implications are sug-
gestive of what could be expected of specific cohorts if they could be examined
longitudinally. Any specific group, or set of groups, would be expected to show
some earnings improvement during that phase of the working life cvcle that is charac-
terized by increasing income from wages and salaries, up to 35-44 years. At the
same time, as more individuals established themselves with better paying and more
permanent employment, the variability of earnings about the average for the group as

a whole would also be expected to decrease.

Median incomes for the PWI group as a whole increased considerably through the
decade as they did for each group of PWIs categorized in terms of their ethnic origins.
Table 3.19 shows that the PWIs, as a group, increased their average total earnings
from $3,136 in 1961 to $6,075 in 1971. Each of the major ethnic origin groupings
showed positive gains during the decade, with the "other and not stated'" showing the
largest relative increase, followed by Asian and the combined Central, Eastern and
Southern European group. These groups had the lowest income levels in 1961 and the

first two contained the bulk of the most recent immigrants to Canada.

Those of British origin had the highest median total earnings; the French

remained in third position. During the decade, the Northern and Western Europeans
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achieved second place and overtook the PWIs of Jewish origin who dropped to fifth
position. The native-born of the same major ethnic origin groupings did not show the
same magnitudes of relative change during the decade, but they did manage to retain
their relative positions. The rank order correlation of their ranks in 1961 and

1971 was 0.96 (Spearman's Rho), compared to 0.68 for the PWIs. For the native-born
population, the Jewish origin group maintained the highest median total earnings
throughout the decade, while the British and Asiatics, who ranked second and third
respectively in 1961, switched relative positions in 1971. The French and other and
not stated native-born populations were sixth and seventh both times. Median average
total earnings and relative change for the decade for the seven major ethnic origin

groupings are summarized in Table 3.19.

Given the considerable difference in average total earnings for 1961 and
1971, the coefficient of relative variation is used to determine the decline in
ethnic variability, if anv, in group earning performance. The coefficients of rela-
tive deviation in this case show a decline from 0.1355 to 0.0589 for the PWIs, which
was a significantly greater reduction than that shown by the native-born population
whose index declined to 0.0755 from 0.1040 during the same decade. This decade saw
a significant increase in overall total earnings and a reduction in the amount of

inter-ethnic variation in both PWI and native-born populations.

Ethnic variations in incomes of PWI family heads presented in Table 3.20
show the same general tendencies that were observed for individuals in the current
experienced labour force. In this instance, the average total earnings showed the
largest relative increases for PWI family heads of Italian, Hungarian, Asiatic,
other Southern European origins, and Jewish.14 From similar data on total family
earnings it is evident that the same groups held almost the same rank order in terms
of their percentage decade increase in earnings with the exception that Asiatics
(+131.87) were second behind the Italians (+145.1%), and the Jewish origins were
third (+121.4%), followed by other Southern European (+115.8%) and families with
Hungarian heads (4+115.47). The amount of inter-ethnic group variation in average
earnings declined slightly more in the case of family earnings than for family head's
income alone; the index of relative variation declined by 247, from 0.1347 to
0.1022, while for total average family earnings the relative decline was 287, from

0.1238 to 0.0898. The decline in the variability of total earnings for native-born

See footnote(s) on page 123.



TABLE 3.19. Median Total Earnings for 1946-60 Post-war Immigrants and Native-born in the Current Experienced
Labour Force by Ethnic Origin, Showing Rank Order and Percentage Increase for the
Decade, 1961 to 1971, Canada

1961 1971

Percentage
Post-war Native-born Post-war Native-born increase for
Ethnic origin group immigrants population immigrants population 1961-71 decade
Rank Median Rank Median Rank Median Rank Median Native-
order income order income order income order income PWI born
o $ $ $ $
British Isles 1 3,694 2 3,471 1 6,577 3 55371 78.0 54,7
French 3 3,416 6 2,940 3 6,076 6 5,033 77.9 72.9
Northern and Western I
European 4 3,234 5 35255 2 6,403 5 5,241 98.0 61.0 b
o
Central, Eastern and !
Southern European 5 2,770 4 35335 6 5,743 4 5,302 107.3 59.0
Jewish 2 3,510 1 4,498 5 51,882 1 6,069 66,2 34.9
Asiatic 7 2,346 8 3,362 7 4,997 2 55623 113.0 67.3
Other and not stated 6 2,628 7 2,869 4 6,054 7 4,026 130.4 40.3
All origins 35136 3,249 6,075 5,244 93.7 61.4

Source: 1961 and 1971 Censuses of Canada, unpublished data.



TABLE 3.20. Average Total Earnings1 for 1946-60 Post-war Immigrants and Native-born Family Heads in the
CELF by Ethnic Origin, Showing Rank Order and Percentage Increase for the Decade, 1961 to 1971, Canada

1961 1971 Percentage

Post-war Native-born .Post-war Native-born increase for
Ethnic origin group immigrants population immigrants population 1961-71

Rank Mean Rank Mean Rank Mean Rank Mean Native-

order income order income order income order income PWI born

British Isles 1 5,3?1 6 4,9i0 2 9,252 6 8,%76 86.3 69.6
French 2 55224 17 4,015 6 8,652 17 75282 65.6 81.4
German 10 4,168 13 4,385 7 8,529 11 7,848 104.6 79.0
Netherlands 11 4,033 16 4,331 8 8,336 14 7,787 106.7 79.8
Scandinavian 5 4,849 9 4,745 5 8,907 8 8,171 83.7 72 .2

Other Northern and

Western European 13 3,950 12 4,536 12 7,774 13 7,788 96.8 71
Hungarian 14 3,719 14 4,347 10 8,182 12 7,842 120.0 80.4
Other Central European 6 4,687 7 4,819 4 9,288 7 8,255 98.2 71.3
Polish 12 35,992 10 4,678 13 75582 9 8,002 89.9 71l
Russian 8 4,356 3 5,325 11 7,907 16 7,557 31l.5 41.9
Ukrainian 15 3,584 15 4,336 15.5 7,154 10 7,936 99.6 83.0
Other Eastern European 9 4,342 2 5,890 9 8,269 4 8,557 90.4 45.3
Italian 18 2,918 8 4,818 15.5 7,154 3 8,712 145.2 80.8
Other Southern European 17 3,275 4 5,046 17 7,006 5 8,491 113.9 68.3
Jewish 4 4,966 1 8,208 1 10,275 1 14,196 106.9 73.0
Asiatic 16 3,429 5 4,994 14 7,514 2 9,035 119.1 80.9
Native Indian and Inuit 7 4,467 18 2,045 18 6,872 18 4,686 53.8 129.1
Other and not stated 3 55097 11 4,667 3 9,803 15 7,704 9243 6551
Total 4,232 4,579 8,489 8,009 100.6 74.9

- 1eT -

lWages and salaries only.

Source: 1961 and 1971 Censuses of Canada, unpublished data.
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heads bv the same ethnic origin groupings during the 10 years was approximately of
the same magnitude. Again, the net result of an additional 10 years of experience
for the PWIs would appear to be a continuing reduction in inter-ethnic group dif-
ferences with respect to total earnings of family heads as well as for total
families, while retaining their relative positions on the income scale. The rank
order correlations (rho) between the income positions in 1961 and 1971 for family
heads and for total family earnings by ethnic origin of the familv head were +0.79
and +0.83 respectively. Average total earnings for family heads by ethnic origin
of head for PWI and native-born heads are presented in Table 3.20 with rank orders

and percentage increases for the decade.
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FOOTNOTES

1 p s Es
Unless otherwise specified, data are from the 1961 Census of Canada or have

been taken from the 1961 Census lonograph by Kalbach, W. E., The Impact of Immigra-

tion on Canada's Population, Ottawa: The Queen's Printer, 1970.

Country of birth is stated in terms of present national boundaries, not what
they were at the time of birth of the person being enumerated. For complete data on
ethnic origin by broad categories of country of birth, see Kalbach, W. E., The
Impact of Immigration on Canada's Population, Ottawa: The Queen's Printer, 1970,
Tables 4.1, 4.2, pp. 153-156.

38 ; ;
The seven denominational groups are Anglican, Baptist, Lutheran, Mennonite,

Pentecostal, Presbyterian and United Church.

Z‘The same survival rates are applied to both native- and foreign-born five-
year age and sex groups, as there is insufficient evidence in support of differen-
tial mortality by nativity for 1961-71 to allow any systematic adjustment of the
survival rates with any degree of confidence. M. V. George estimated a more
favourable mortality experience for the foreign-born for 1941-51 and assumed that
the native-foreign-born differential held throughout the estimation period from

1931-61 while estimating net migration. (See M. V. George, Internal Migration in

Canada: Demographic Analysis, 1961 Census Monograph, Ottawa: The Queen's Printer,

1970, pp. 43-49.)

5Under—enumeration of specific age and sex groups as reported for the 1971
Census would tend to underestimate net migration. Variations in the levels of
under-enumeration from one census to the next would introduce additional errors of
estimation. See the series of in-house reports dealing with the assessment of re-
cent censuses in Canada, especially Statistics Canada, '""1971 Evaluation Project

MP-1: 1971 Reverse Record Check'", No. CDN 71-E-23 (Part 1) Ottawa, Oct. 23, 1974,

6See Sametz' analysis of this problem in the Economic and Social Research

Division's Report SR-2, The Basic 1961 Census Data on Immigration and Citizenship,

Ottawa: Department of Citizenship and Immigration, 1963.
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7In an attempt to obtain a better estimate of the actual number of people of
Jewish origins, the computer was programmed to automatically classify as Jewish
origin any individual who indicated that his religion was Jewish regardless of the
ethnic origin reported. The simultaneous decline in the number of persons of
Russian origin as well as a number of other Central and Eastern European origins
could well be the consequence of the same change in edit procedures introduced by
Statistics Canada in their 1971 Census tabulation programme, described in the 1971

Census of Canada, Bulletin 1.3-1, Ottawa: Information Canada, 1976, p. 20.

For a discussion of census concepts and definitions and statements concerning

their comparability to earlier censuses, see Statistics Canada, Dictionary of the

1971 Census Terms, Ottawa: Minister of Trade and Commerce, 1972.

See Dominion Bureau of Statistics, 1961 Census of Canada, Characteristics

of ITmmigrants, Bulletin 1.3-11.

10, . . : : : :
This was possible in some instances where special tabulations had been ob-

tained by detailed period of immigration, and it was possible to subtract the post-
war immigrants who had arrived during the first five month period of 1961. However,
the inclusion or exclusion of the approximately 30,000 post-war immigrants who had
arrived during this short interval is not expected to materially affect the analysis,
particularly when considering the 1946-60 cohort as a whole and in relation to the

native-born population.

It is possible that at the time of the 1961 Census some post-war immigrants
who had arrived in Canada during 1946-60 might have been residing outside of Canada
and subsequently returned during 1961-71. However, there is nothing to suggest that

their numbers would have any significant effect on the estimate of net migration.

12 i . ; . . .
"Retention-redistribution"” ratios for the 1961-71 intercensal period are

simply the ratios of provincial populations at the end of the period to the popula-

tions at the beginning of the period.
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13, . .
This is a problem common to cohort analysis whenever there is a loss of

individual members through withdrawal from the group and the focus of the analysis
is on the characteristics of the cohort as a whole. A similar problem arises in
the interpretation of changes in average incomes of post-war immigrants over 1961-
71 which are examined in the following section of this chapter. Part of the
improvement in average income may have been caused by the re-migration of the less
successful to their countrv of origin. Their withdrawal from the 1946-60 cohort
would contribute to an increase in the average income for the group as a whole.
That this is not entirely the case may be seen in Richmond's discussion of return
migration in A. H. Richmond, Post-war Immigrants in Canada, Toronto: University of

Toronto Press, 1967, pp. 229-252.

lAAverage total earnings were provided for categories of ethnic origin of
family head in slightly different form to permit identification of the major ethnic
origin groups within the more general groupings used for the individual total

earnings tabulations.






CHAPTER 4
POPULATION STRUCTURE AND VARTATIONS BY GENERATION

4.1. Introduction

Attempts to answer questions concerning the ability of immigrants from many
diverse ethnic and cultural origins to successfully adapt to Canadian society have
traditionally had to rely on the national census. No other data source could pro-
vide as consistent a set of data for the population as a whole as that provided by
the decennial and quinquennial national censuses. However, the very size and cost
of periodic national censuses have always required severe limitation on the amount
of information that can be collected. For this reason, the demographic analyses of
immigrant populations generally have been restricted to the comparative analyses of
selected social and economic characteristics of the native-born and foreign-born

by period of immigration.

In terms of generation, as defined by birthplace, these limited data have
provided for the comparative analysis of the first generation foreign-born with all
subsequent generations of the native-born, with the primary research emphasis gene-
rally placed on the immigrants immediate adjustment problems. Less attention could
be given to the continuing process of assimilation and integration among the child-
ren of immigrants and subsequent generations because of the impossibility of sepa-
rating and identifying the various generational components of the native-born,
especially the second generation which consists of the native-born children of
foreign-born parents. Most of the research on the persistence of ethnic and cultu-
ral characteristics of successive generations of immigrant populations has had to
rely on smaller and more limited special field surveys designed to collect the

requisite data.

In 1931, the Census of Canada collected information on the birthplace of
parents, but it was not until the 1971 Census, when a similar question was asked,
that it was possible to identify the second generation and properly exploit these
data for the analysis of assimilation of immigrants and their children in Canadian
society. The 1971 Census of Canada provided a unique opportunity to identify and
examine the second generation Canadians who provide the crucial link between the
first generation immigrant and all subsequent generations of children of native-

born parents.

See footnote(s) on page 163.
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The analysis of the persistence of ethnic and cultural characteristics or
improvement in social and economic indicators for immigrant groups is somewhat com-
plicated by the fact that not all of the observed differences within or between
various ethnic origin groups can be attributed to variations in the rates of assim-
ilation or integration. Variations in unstandardized measures tend to reflect
such structural differences as the relative sizes of the generational components,
their age and sex distributions, marital composition, as well as family size at the
time of immigration; differences in the timing of patterns of immigration and emi-
gration and prevailing socio-economic conditions in both countries of origin and
destination at the time of their arrival. Groups which have been here the longest
will tend to have the largest contingents of third and subsequent generations.
Ethnic and racial groups heavily involved in the more recent immigration will tend
to have larger proportions of first-generation members, while those which have
experienced fairly consistent immigration during the entire post-World War II

period will have relatively large numbers of the second generation.

As the sources of immigration to Canada continue to shift, the ethnic and
cultural composition reflected in the origins of arrivals will continue to change
and in turn affect the overall composition of the foreign-born population. Thus,
the various groups, in addition to changing in terms of their relative size, will
continue to be differentiated with respect to their age and sex distributions,
marital status and family composition, religious character, and educational attain-
ment levels. It becomes imperative then to examine the structural characteristics
of each group by generation to isolate those factors that reflect differences in
origins, size, and timing of immigration flows rather than variations in their rates
of assimilation or integration, per se, through successive generations. In the
following sections, structural characteristics are first examined for the population
of Canada as a whole before contrasting Quebec with the rest of (Canada and then the
populations of the largest Census Metropolitan Areas in French- and English-speaking
Canada. An analysis of immigrants in a highly urbanized and officially bicultural
and bilingual society that did not take these very fundamental conditions into consi-
deration would be inappropriate to say the least. Failure to include more detailed
regional analyses for that part of Canada outside of Quebec was due more to the fi-
nancial constraints imposed on this project than to a lack of awareness of their
social, economic and political significance. ILven so, comparisons between Quebec
and the rest of Canada have particular relevance for the task of assessing immigrant

adjustment in Canadian society today.
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4.2. Demographic Characteristics: An Overview

4.2.1. Age/Sex Distribution

Canada's age-sex structure, decomposed into its generational substructures

(Chart 4.1), shows significant variation between the first, second, and the combined
third and subsequent generations.2 The stability of the familiar inverted pyramid
for the first generation foreign-born is highly dependent upon the continuous flow
of young adult workers with relatively few children. Any interruption of this flow
produces a rapidly aging population and an increasingly top-heavy age-sex structure.
The degree of distortion in the age structure depends solely upon the extent to
which the immigrant flow exceeds or falls short of the replacements needed to make

up for losses in the various age groups caused by aging, mortality, and emigration.

The second generation, comprised of the native-born offspring of immigrant
parents, clearly reflects the major fluctuation in fertility that occurred during
the 1930s and 1940s. Its age-sex structure is essentially a composite pyramid
consisting of the children of immigrants born during the post-World War II period
and those born to the foreign-born during and prior to the war. The severe pinched
effect in the age-sex structure reflects the virtual cessation of immigration during

the depression and war years as well as the concomitant low levels of fertility.

The intermediate or mixed second generation, the native-born with only one
foreign-born parent, has an age-sex structure between that of the native-born with
both foreign-born parents and the combined third and subsequent generations. The
third-plus generation, made up of all the native-born with native-born parents, is
the youngest of the four substructures depicted (Chart 4.1) because of the dis-
proportionate numbers in the younger age groups, resulting from the fertility of its
own members as well as those in the childbearing ages of the preceding second gene-

ration. Even this group shows the effects of declining fertility during the 1960s.

Each of the generational substructures is affected by the basic demographic
processes, but to differing degrees. The foreign-born are most affected by varia-
tions in immigration, while the native-born with native-born parents are most affec-
ted by fertility.3 Each of the major generations depicted in Chart 4.1 contributes
significantly to the overall age-sex structure, although the component consisting

of the first and second generation is considerably reduced in size from what it was

See footnote(s) on page 163.
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Age and Sex Composition by Generation, Canada, 1971
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just 40 years ago. 1In 1931, the first and second generations comprised 467 of the
population, while in 1971 their combined share had been reduced to slightly more
than one-third or 347. These structural differences between generations are readily

summarized by the masculinity ratio, median age and dependency ratios.

Historically, Canada's foreign-born have tended towards an excess of males;
but this diminished over time until 1971 when it had almost reached parity with the
native-born population. Differences in sex composition by generation are now rela-
tively small, with the second generation having a sex ratio only slightly above
that for the third and subsequent generations combined. However, as may be seen in
Table 4.1, significant variations still exist within the first generation by period
of immigration. This is a result of cyclical variations in the masculinity ratios
which characterized the immigrant stream during this period (Kalbach, 1974, pp.
11-17) . The low sex ratios for the pre-war immigrants are reflective of the differ-
ential effects of mortality that favour females with the passing of time. Overall,
generational differences in the sex ratio appear to be much less than they have
been in the past. A continuation of present trends in immigration and further
aging of the population resulting from low fertility levels can be expected to pro-

duce further reductions in the sex ratios.

The median ages in Table 4.1 show a significant increase as one progresses
from the third-plus generations to the first generation. The average age for the
foreign-born may seem to be quite high at 42, but the range from 26.2 to 67.2 for
the foreign-born by period of immigration reflects the aging of the immigrant popu-
lation that continues after their arrival. The first generation, as well as the
second, would age and disappear very quickly if the flow of arriving immigrants in

their prime working and reproductive ages was ever stopped.

The significance of changing age distributions is more clearly seen in the
dependency ratios, the ratios of the dependent populations under 15 and 65 years of
age and over, to the population in the general labour force ages 15-64. A compa-
rison of the three major generation groups shows a consistent increase in the total
dependency ratios, starting with 0.386 for the first generation, rising to 0.512 for
the second, and 0.694 for the third-plus generations. The preponderance of young
adults of working-force ages is responsible for the low-dependency ratios of recent-

ly arrived immigrants. Their dependency ratio declines rapidly as length of



TABLE 4.1. Sex Ratios, Median Age, and Dependency Ratios for the Canadian Population by Generation,
and Period of Immigration for Foreign-born, Canada, 1971

Dependency ratios

Generation/Period Total Sex Median
of immigration population ratio age Total Young 01d

3rd+ generation 14,138,100 100.0 2.9 0.694 0.587 0.107

2nd generation 3,964,000 100.2 31.6 0.512 0.435 0.077

1st generation 3,299,800 101.4 42.2 0.386 0.118 0.268 &
Pre-1946 947,000 9249 67 2 1.367 0.000 1.367 T
1946-60 1,282,400 110.0 40.7 0.080 0.027 0053
1961-65 358,700 93.0 30.5 0.298 8.255 0.043
1966-71 711,700 102.8 262 0.377 0.345 0.032

Total 21,401,900 100.3 26.3 0.604 0.474 0.130

Source: 1971 Census

of Canada, Public

Use Sample Tapes.
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residence increases and the children of immigrants age sufficiently to move into
the labour force before their parents reach the lower limit of the older dependence
age group at 65 years. This may be seen more clearly in the rapid decline in the
young dependency ratios and relatively small increases in the older dependency
ratio for the immigrant groups that arrived during the post-World War II period.

A continuous influx of young adult immigrants in their prime working years is a

positive factor in maintaining low dependency ratios.

Visual comparison of the pyramids in Chart 4.1 suggests that the differences
between the age-sex distributions of the several generations, taken in sequence,
become less, the further removed they are from the first generation. This would
seem to be a consequence of the greater instability of the first generation due to
its relatively smaller numbers and susceptibilitv to short-term fluctuations of the
single dominant factor of immigration. 1In the analysis of population change
through successive generations, it is interesting to note that as an immigrant po-
pulation becomes established it will gradually produce a population of native-born
persons that becomes increasingly independent of immigration as it ages and which
can ultimately survive even if the first generation should die off and cease to be
replenished by new arrivals. However, it does take time for a population to become
established to the point where it can maintain itself through levels of fertility
higher than prevailing levels of mortality and emigration and to achieve a relati-

vely normalized population structure.

Using the index of dissimilarity as a measure of congruence between diffe-
rent age distributions, indexes were calculated for each generation illustrated in
Chart 4.1 using the native-born with native-born parents (the third-plus generation)
as the reference population. The indexes show an increasing degree of similarity,
proceeding from first to third-plus generations when treating the native-born of
mixed parentage as a generational group intermediate to the second and third gene-

ration.

4,2.2, Marital Status Composition

As propensities for marriage and its durability are highly reflective of the
population's value systems, the marital status structure provides interesting in-
sights into a population's adjustment to its socio-economic and cultural circums-—

tances. It is necessary, however, to consider the possible effects of variations

See footnote(s) on page 163.
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in population structures as they directly affect the propensities for marriage and

survival independently of a population's cultural norms.

The three generational groupings of the population 15 and over vary systema-
tically with respect to their proportions single and married. The relative size of
the single population increases from 16.5% for the first generation to 33.67 for
the third and subsequent generations, while the married and widowed combined decli-
ned from 807 for the first generation to 727 and 637 respectively for the second
and third-plus generations. Data for the foreign-born also show a negative rela-

tionship between length of residence and the proportion single (Table 4.2).

Some of the differences between generations are clearly age related. How-
ever, when examining the marital status composition for each of the 10-year age
groups within each generation, these differences tend to persist, the proportion
married tends to decrease with each subsequent generation. Table 4.3 shows that
only in the case of the 25-34 year olds does the first generation fail to have a
larger proportion married than the second and third-plus generation groups. This
may be explained in part by the fact that this age group would have proportionately
more of the recent immigrant arrivals who generally tend to have a lower proportion

married than those who have been in Canada for a longer period of time.5

Overall, the second generation had the highest proportion (4.87) of divorced
and separated, while the first and third-plus generations were approximately the
same at 3.6%. The second generation holds this edge for every age group except for
those 55 and over where the first generation, as well as the second, tends to
exceed the proportions divorced and separated for the third-plus generation. Gener-
ally, the latter group tends to have the next highest proportion of divorced and
separated. While the combined divorced and separated groups tend to be rather small
in the Canadian population as a whole, the largest proportion, or 6.37, is found in
the 35-44 group. As might be expected, the lowest proportion is found in the
youngest age group of 15-24 which contains a relatively large number of recently

married persons.

See footnote(s) on page 163.
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TABLE 4.2. Marital Status of the Population 15 Years of Age and Over by
Generation and Period of Immigration for Foreign-born, Canada, 1971

Population Marital status
Generation/Period 15 and Divorced and
of immigration over Total Single Married Widowed separated
per cent
3rd+ generation 9,237,500 100.0 33.6 57.5 5.4 3.6
2nd generation 2,822,900 100.0 22.8 67.1 G e 4.8
lst generation 12,060,400 100.0  16.5 69.9 10.0 3.6
Pre-1946 947,000 100.0 745 64.5 24.0 4.0
1946-60 1,250,700 100.0 17.4 75,8 Bipeld 3.7
1961-65 288,200 100.0 21.0 72,5 3.6 29
1966-71 533,500 100.0 28,1 65.,.7 8,2 3.0
Total 15,079,800 100.0 28,1 61.8 6.3 3«8

Source: 1971 Census of Canada, Public Use Sample Tapes.

TABLE 4.3. Percentage Married by Age Group and Generation for the Population 15
Years of Age and Over, Canada, 1971

Age group
Generation Total 15-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65+
3rd+ generation 57.5 21.1 78.6 83.5 80.2 1257 49.9
2nd generation 67.1 20.0 79.2 84.9 82.5 76.2 49.2
1lst generation 69.9 30.7 78.8 88.8 87:2 77.5 5312
Total 61.8 22.0 78.7 85.0 82.3 74.6 51.0

Source: 1971 Census of Canada, Public Use Sample Tapes.



4.2.3. Ethnic and Cultural Origins by Generation, Country of Birth, Age, Sex
and Marital Status

In 1971, 457 of the total population was of British origin, 297 was French
and the remaining 267 was divided among the many other ethnic and cultural origin
groups presently residing in Canada; the Germans were the third largest group at
6.27 of the total. Italians comprise an additional 3.47% followed by the Ukrainians
and Scandinavians with 2.8%7 and 2.07% respectively. Just in terms of relative size
it is easy to see how the British and French origin populations continue to dominate
the Canadian scene. The patterns of political and social dominance have their roots
deep in the past but the ease with which these groups maintain their position can
be attributed in part to the relative size of their third-plus generations, and for
the French in particular, their high degree of regional concentration. In contrast,
the cultural strength of all the other ethnic and cultural origin groups in Canada
arises from the size of their first generation as well as their degree of regional
concentration and for some, their high degree of concentration in Canada's urban

eentress

As the periods of peak immigration for various ethnic groups have changed
over the years, so have their average length of residence in Canada and the relative
sizes of their various generational groupings. Those groups that were established
earliest, and especially those with a history of high fertility, tend to have the
largest third and subsequent generations. The recent arrivals would tend to have
the smallest proportions in these latter generational groups. Given the demo-
graphic history of the French origin population in Canada, it would be expected that
they would have the largest native-born generation (with the exception of the
native-born Indians). In 1971 the French had 987 of their population native-born
and 947 belonging to the third or subsequent generations (Table 4.4). The British
origin group, with 887 and 677 respectively, had the second largest native-born
contingent. Both contrast sharply with recent immigrants such as the Italians who
have low proportions of native-born and relatively high numbers of foreign-born.

In 1971, 547 of the Italians were first generation, 347 were second generation and
117 belonged to the third and subsequent generations. Table 4.4 shows that while
the generational distributions of some of the other recent immigrant groups show
some similarities to the Italians, e.g., the Chinese and Japanese combined, they
have disproportionately greater numbers among the first generation who had arrived

in the five-year period immediately preceding the 1971 Census. The residual other
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TABLE 4.4. Population by Ethnic Origin, by Generation and Period of Immigration
for the Foreign-born, Canada, 1971

Ethnic origin

Generation/Period British Scandi-  Hungar-
of immigration Isles French German Dutch navian ian Polish Russian
Canada 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
3rd+ generation 67.2 94 .4 45.8 28.7 42.0 16.1 30.3 37.9
2nd generation 20.3 3.6 29..5 36.8 36.7 36.8 36.4 36.3
lst generation 12,5 1.9 24,7 34.5 21.3 47.0 33.3 25.8
Pre-1946 5.4 0.6 6.2 2.8 11.0 10.8 9,9 11..8
1946-60 3.8 0.6 13.7 26.6 6.5 2749 17.5 1.0...9
1961-65 1.0 0.2 1.9 2.0 L1 3.4 3.1 0.2
1966-71 2.3 0.5 9 3.1 2.6 5.0 2.8 2.9
Ukrain- Chinese/ Native
ian Italian Jewish Japanese Indian Other Total
Canada 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
3rd+ generation 41.6 LL:2 25,2 14.0 952 213 66.1
2nd generation 40.6 34.4 38.0 32.5 3.0 26.2 18.5
lst generation 17.7 54.3 36.8 53.4 1.8 5245 15.4
Pre-1946 10.8 3.8 13.5 7.0 0.5 6.3 4.4
1946-60 6.0 28.0 14.4 14.9 0.2 15.3 6.0
1961-65 0.5 10.9 3.1 6.9 0.2 8.4 L7
1966-71 0.4 11.5 5.9 24,6 0.8 22.4 3.3

Source: 1971 Census of Canada, Public Use Sample Tapes.
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category would also include many of the newer ethnic and racial groups who began
arriving in increasingly greater numbers after discriminatory sections of the immi-

gration regulations were eliminated in 1967.

Country of birth data for the foreign-born population, while they overlap to
a considerable extent with ethnic origins, are not the same. Immigrants of specific
ethnic origins are not always born in countries whose dominant ethnic or cultural
origin is the same as their own, as many are often members of minority groups.
Country-of-birth data are not subject to the same definitional problems as confront
the analyst using ethnic origin as a basis of classification; they provide valu-

able information on the nature and origin of immigrant streams.

Temporal shifts in the flow of immigration streams in recent decades are
clearly reflected in the country-of-birth data that show the composition of the
resident immigrant populations by period of arrival in Canada at the time of the
1971 Census (Table 4.5). The largest proportion of immigrants from countries
like the U.S., Russia, Scandinavia and the United Kingdom and Eire came prior to
1946. Most of those born in the Netherlands (837) came during the immediate post-
war period, 1946-60, followed by those from Germany (67%); Italy (52%); other
Eastern Europe (487%); Poland (467%) and other Western Europe (457).

During the decade prior to the 1971 Census, the pattern in terms of country
of origin shifted significantly. Of all the immigrants in Canada who were born in
Greece, 617 arrived in Canada during this period; 58% of those born in other Southern
European countries; 667 of those born in Asia; and 777 of those born in countries

not separately identified in Table 4.5 but who were generally of non-European origin.

As recently as the 1961 Census of Canada, there was one basic and distinc-
tive feature that clearly differentiated the French origin population in Canada
from that of the British origin. The disproportionately greater number of French
population under 35 years of age contrasted clearly with the greater proportion of
British origins beyond this age, as is evident in the juxtaposition of the two 1961
population pyramids in Chart 4.2. At that time, the French still showed evidence
of its historical and almost exclusive reliance on fertility to maintain its popu-
lation, while the older British origin population reflected its historical depen-

dence on immigration to maintain its numbers in the face of lower fertility levels.
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TABLE &4.5. Percentage Distribution of the Foreign-born by
Birthplace and Period of Immigration, Canada, 1971

Total Period of immigration
Place of birth foreign-
born Pre-1946 1946-60 1961-65 1966-71

United States 100.0 53.5 13.3 9.6 23.5
Other Western

Europe 100.0 22.6 45.3 11.1 21.0
Germany 100.0 9.3 67.4 10.1 13.2
Netherlands 100.0 4.1 82.8 5.2 7.8
Eire, UK 100.0 43.4 33.4 7.1 16.1
Scandinavia 100.0 45.3 39.1 6.6 9.0
Greece 100.0 4.9 34.5 24.3 36.4
Italy 100.0 6.9 52.2 20.3 20.7
Other Southern

Europe 100.0 8.1 34.3 18.9 38.7
Poland 100.0 42.5 46.1 6.6 4.8
USSR 100.0 52.4 43.6 2.4 1.5
Other Eastern

Europe 100.0 32,5 47.9 4.4 15.2
Asia 100.0 10.9 23.6 13.5 52.0
Other 100.0 4.6 18.0 19.4 58.0
Total: Per cent 100.0 28.7 38.9 10.9 21.6

Number 3,299,800 947,000 1,282,400 358,700 711,700

Source: 1971 Census of Canada, Public Use Sample Tapes.
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Chart 4.2
Age and Sex Composition, British and French Origins,
Canada, 1961 and 1971
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The rapid decline in fertility during the 1960s in Canada has altered the
character of the French origin population very rapidly. Evidence of the larger
proportions in the younger age groups was still there, as the proportions in the
five-year age groups between five and 30 years still exceed the national averages
for those ages. The disproportionately smaller numbers in the older age groups are
still characteristic of the historically younger French population. The decline in
fertility during the decade prior to the 1971 Census has taken its toll, and the
French population in 1971 displays the telltale pinched effect of declining fertility
and declining numbers in the two younger age cohorts. As a consequence, the degree
of congruence of the French and British origin population structures is strikingly
greater in 1971 than it was in 1961, and a continuation of present fertility and

immigration trends will tend to produce greater similarity in the future.

Interesting variations in age-sex distributions can be observed for other
ethnic origin populations in Canada that reflect the cumulative effects of diffe-
ring patterns of fertility, mortality, and migration experience over time. Popula-
tion pyramids for four contrasting ethnic populations are presented in Chart 4.3.
The Native Indian and Inuit population is a good illustration of a high fertility,
high mortality population with practically zero net migration. The wide base and
the smooth, upwardly sloping, concave sides of the classic high fertility population
is clearly evident. However, prior to the 1971 Census, the relative size of the
youngest age group was considerably larger, giving the pyramid an even more classi-
cal look than it had in 1971 (Kalbach and McVey, 1971, p. 168). It would appear
that the significant fertility decline of the 1960s affected this group as well as
the other ethnic groups comprising Canadian society, although not to the same

extent.

The other three origin groups illustrated in Chart 4.3 represent the cumu-
lative effects of several distinctive fertility-migration patterns for some of
Canada's larger European origin populations that have experienced relatively simi-
lar mortality conditions in this country. The German origin population has an age-
sex structure quite similar to the British origin pyramid but intermediate between
it and the French. It would appear to have benefited more from immigration and
fertility in recent decades than did the British, as is evident from the disproper-
tionately larger numbers in the middle age range of the labour force (30-45 years

of age) and proportionately larger numbers in the younger age groups. The German
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Chart 4.3
Age and Sex Composition, Selected Ethnic Origins, Canada, 1971
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origin population has a higher proportion of its native-born population under 15
years of age and a considerably smaller proportion 65 years of age and over (Table
4.6). Almost half of its immigrant population was in the young working age group
(15-44), a proportion higher than either the British or French. This has been
already noted in calling attention to the disproportionately larger proportions in

the age groups between 30 and 45 years visible in Chart 4.3.

The Italian origin population shows the effects of higher fertility levels
and recent heavy immigration to Canada. This is reflected in even higher propor-
tions of its native-born component in the younger age group (under 15 years), and
the highest proportion, or almost two-thirds of its immigrant population in the
prime labour force years between 15 and 45. The Ukrainian origins offer an interes-
ting contrast in their drastically reduced levels of immigration and fertility
during the post-World War II period. Over 807 of their foreign-born population is
45 years of age and older, and the proportion of its native-born under 15 years is
very low in the second generation and somewhat above-average for subsequent gene-
rations. An excess of older males is quite noticeable and reflective of the cha-
racter of the heavy immigration of Ukrainians during the early decades of the 20th
century. All of these pyramids show the pinched-waist effect of minimal immigra-
tion and fertility of the mid-Depression and early World War II period. The pyra-
mids are in effect population thumbprints that reveal their unique demographic

histories.

The marital composition of a population is the consequence of its structural
characteristics as well as cultural values in interaction with the socio-economic
and political conditions prevailing in society. In examining the various ethnic
populations that comprise Canadian society for significant differences in their
modes of adaptation, it becomes important to factor out the effects of basic struc-

tural differences that may characterize the various groups.

Considering only the populations over 15 to remove the effects of the unmar-
riageable population under that age, considerable variation in the proportions
single for the ethnic groups shown in Table 4.7 is apparent. The Native Indian
population, with 357 single, had the highest proportion never married, but they

were closely followed by the French and Chinese origin groups. At the other ex-

treme are the Hungarians with only 217% never married. The Italians, Germans, and



TABLE 4.6.

Percentage Age Distribution for Selected Ethnic Origins by Generation, Canada, 1971

Ethnic origin

Generation/ British Scandi- Hungar- Ukrain- Chinese/ Native
Age group Isles French German Dutch navian ian Polish Russian ian Italian Jewish Japanese Indian Other Total
lst generation
0-14 8.9 16.8 5.4 4.8 4.2 2.7 ek 3l 242 8.4 5.6 113 28.0 123 8.5
15-44 35..8 45.7 49.5 63.0 318 49.8 36.0 23.6 16.2 64.9 33.3 39.3 44.0 295 46.2
45-64 28.3 20.5 276 25.5 287 26 39.7 33.5 40.3 20..8 852 16.0 16.0 18,5 25.9
65+ 27.1 17.0 17.6 6.8 455 17.9 21 .3 39.8 41.3 6.4 25,8 3.2 12.0 9.6 19.4
Total: Per cent 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Number 1,185,800 119,800 327,700 149,300 78,500 63,800 104,000 16,100 105,500 394,400 111,800 87,000 5,000 551,100 3,299,800
2nd generation
0-14 20.6 24.5 32.8 63.1 14.8 46.6 252 10.1 11.3 67.4 20.8 3le7 43.0 50i::5) 28 8
15-44 42.0 45.8 41.9 a1 50is5 41.6 49.2 46.3 47.9 19,8 45.4 33.4 41.9 33.4 40.5
45-64 30,2 24.4 20.7 9 31,6 10.8 24.6 86.1 87.3 11.8 30.1 14.3 11.% 14.7 5.7
65+ Ta2 %) 4.5 1.9 32 1.0 3.0 7.5 3.5 L.O 8.6 0.6 3.4 128 Byudd:
Total: Per cent 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Number 1,925,700 223,600 390,600 158,900 135,500 50,000 113,700 22,700 241,700 250,200 115,200 53,000 8,600 274,600 3,964,000
3rd+ generation
0-14 35.0 31.4 39.%, 36.7 48.1 53.0 46.9 44.3 47.9 44,1 44,1 46.3 447 441 34.7
15-44 42.2 45.8 444 42.1 46.0 40.2 46.7 48.1 47.9 48.0 48.2 46.3 40.8 42.7 44,0
45-64 15.5 16,6 .55 1643 4.3 3.7 4.1 742 2:7 29 4.8 4.8 9.9 8.4 15.0
65+ 72 6.2 4.5 4.9 1.6 3.2 2. 2 0.4 1.5 2.1 Z.9 2.6 4.6 4.8 6.3
Total: Per cent 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Number 6,377,200 5,813,100 606,600 124,100 154,800 21,900 94,600 23,700 247,400 81,700 76,500 22,900 270,300 223,300 14,138,100
Source: 1971 Census of Canada, Public Use Sample Tapes.

= WHT =
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TABLE 4.7. Per Cent of Population 15 Years of Age and Over with Single
Marital Status by Ethnic Origin and Generation, Canada, 1971

Generation
Ethnic origin group Total 1st 2nd 3rd+
British Isles 26.7 14.4 20.3 32.53
French 32.7 18.4 26.6 33:3
German 23.6 13.4 2246 33.0
Dutch 25.9 15.9 44.0 30.5
Scandinavian 25..5 15.2 19.0 44.5
Hungarian 21.3 15.0 28.1 41.7
Polish 27.0 14.8 29.7 47.0
Russian 23.4 15.4 17.2 42.4
Ukrainian 250 11.2 18.5 47.0
Italian 23.3 18.8 31.9 42.9
Jewish 27,9 14.4 28.9 58.9
Chinese/Japanese 32.0 27.1 30.9 65.0
Native Indian 35.4 13.9 22.4 36.3
Other ethnic origins 27.1 22.1 31.9 41.2
Total 28.1 16.5 22,8 33.6

Source: 1971 Census of Canada, Public Use Sample Tapes.
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Russians were also similar to the Hungarians in terms of their relative numbers

unmarried who were 15 years of age and over.

Variations in the distributions of the populations by age would clearly
account for some of these observed differences; the Russian origin population has
relatively few members in the younger ages who have not considered marriage. Since
it has already been shown that the major generational groupings, used in this ana-
lysis, vary significantly by age and that the proportion single increases signifi-
cantly with subsequent generations, it is essential to examine the ethnic groupings
while holding constant the effects which may be produced by variations in the gene-

rational composition of the various groups.

The importance of controlling for generation in this analysis is most obvious
when comparing the Italian origins with the French. Note that the first generation
Italian and French have about the same proportions single and that the latter gene-
rations of ITtalians have somewhat higher proportions single than the latter genera-
tions of French; the Italians for all generations combined have the second lowest
proportion single of any of the groups shown in Table 4.7. This is the consequence
of the high proportion of first generation Italians in contrast to the distribution
for the French group which has a very high proportion of its total in its combined
third and subsequent generation group. Thus, the French and Italian origin popu-
lations in Canada are not as different from each other in their propensity to
remain unmarried as it appears at first glance. Those of Italian origin did in
fact show a greater propensity to remain unmarried in the second and third gene-

rations than did the French.

The amount of variation in proportions single for the ethnic groups shown
does appear to increase with generation. Part of the increase may be due to the
smaller size of subsequent generations for some of the newer immigrant groups, but
the patterns of differences apparent in the data suggest the importance of cultural
differences as well. The British, French, Germans, and the first and third-plus
generations of Dutch are quite similar with respect to their proportions single.

The remaining European groups with the exception of the Jewish origins tend to have
significantly higher proportions of unmarried in their combined third and subsequent
generations. The Jewish have the second highest proportions for any group. The

Chinese and Japanese which have the highest (657) also have consistently higher-
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than-average proportions for each of the first and second generations as well. The
Native Indians, who had the highest overall proportions single, are about average
with respect to each of their generations. This is due entirely to the relatively

large size of their third and later generations.

The remaining origins, which include most of the more recent immigrants, have
consistently higher-than-average proportions unmarried which is not unexpected in
view of the difficulties faced by recent immigrants in achieving a satisfactory
level of economic and social adjustment in their adopted society. The tendency to
postpone marriage by children of immigrants is also consistent with the idea that
immigrants and their children have greater obstacles to overcome to achieve success
in their new land, but its persistence into later generations is suggestive of more
pervasive economic and social forces operating in the society at large which tend

to affect the marital composition of all groups in society in much the same way.

4.3. Quebec and the Rest of Canada

4.3.1. Introduction

Culturally, Quebec is one of the more homogeneous provinces in Canada with
slightly more than three-fourths of the country's French origin population living
within its boundaries. In Quebec itself, almost 807 of the population were of
French origins in 1971 and 867 were Roman Catholic. Its historically high levels
of fertility have enabled the province to hold its relative size at around 307 of
the total population during the post-Confederation period. In contrast, immigration
has not been as significant for Quebec as it has been for the rest of Canada as a whole.
Hence, the recent decline which Quebec has experienced with respect to its rates of
fertility and natural increase is threatening to weaken its historical position
vis-a-vis the other provinces. However, since 1951, Quebec's share of the total

population has remained virtually unchanged.

Interestingly, Quebec's proportion of the foreign-born has increased from
117 to 147 since 1951. 1In addition, the proportion of Canada's foreign-born living
in Quebec has shown an increase in five of the six past decades (Kalbach, 1974,
p. 30). However, analyses of differences between intended destination and resi-
dence at the time of the 1961 and 1971 Censuses, as well as retention-redistribution

ratios of Canada's 1946-61 cohort of immigrants, show that Quebec's growth might
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well have been greater had those intending to settle in Quebec not changed their
minds and moved elsewhere (Kalbach, 1974, pp. 47-49).

A population's growth rate and its age-sex structure are interrelated, each
reflecting the consequences of the operation of specific levels of fertility, mor-
tality and migration. Quebec's growth rate in recent decades has not kept pace with
Canada as a whole, yet, until recently, its fertility had consistently exceeded the
national levels. Quebec's mortality has also differed from the national norm. In
general, its mortality rates have been somewhat higher than that for Canada; hence,
its population's life expectancy has tended to be lower (Statistics Canada, 1976,
p. 36). Quebec also differs with respect to immigration in not having received its
proportionate or representative share of immigrants coming to Canada. Thus, the
net effect is to produce considerable divergence from the ethnic pattern for the
country as a whole. Furthermore, the immigrants that have settled in Quebec have
not contributed to the province's level of urbanization to the same extent as have

the larger numbers of immigrants in Ontario's urban centres.

Quebec's uniqueness would seem to be both an attraction and a problem for
Canadian immigrants. Quebec presents a different set of problems to the immigrant
than he is likely to find elsewhere. Not only is the culture and language different
but the present structural differences between Quebec and the rest of Canada, which
have arisen as a result of its unique historical development, have other significant
social, economic, and political ramifications. These structural differences are

examined in the following sets of comparisons.

4.3.2. Generational Structure

The Quebec population is predominantly third or later generation Canadian,
with 857 having been native-born of native-born parents. Only 597 of the remaining
Canadian population has comparable generational status. For both populations, the
remainder or first two generations is almost evenly divided. Within the first
generation of foreign-born, the only groups of immigrants that have relative equiv-
alence inside and outside Quebec are those that immigrated to Canada between 1961
and 1965. For the remaining periods of immigration, the immigrants residing in the
areas outside of Quebec in comparison to those within are approximately two to
three times greater in terms of their proportionate share of the population. Over-
all, the demographic impact of Canada's immigrants and their children has been more

significant outside Quebec than within.
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The unique role of fertility for the native-born population in the growth
of Quebec's population is quickly apparent in a comparison of its distribution by

generation with that for the rest of Canada (Table 4.8).

4.3.3. Age/Sex Contrasts

Quebec has a somewhat younger population having a median age of 25.6 years
compared to 26.7 for the rest of Canada. The most notable difference in the dis-
tribution by broad age groups is the somewhat larger proportion of Quebec's popu-
lation in the younger adult age group, 15-44, and the relatively smaller proportions

in the older age groups, 45-64 and 65 years and over.

The age distributions vary considerably when controlling for differences in
generation. Reflecting its long-established roots and recent declines in fertility,
the third-plus generation of Quebec is older than its counterpart elsewhere in
Canada. 1Its smaller proportion under 15 years of age is reflected in its median
age of 24.2 years compared to 20.7 for the rest of Canada. On the other hand, the
foreign-born population and its derivative, the second generation, are younger.

The latter is consistent with the fact that the rest of Canada has received the

bulk of past immigration. While the median ages of each of the period-of-immigra-
tion groups are almost identical, the most recent immigrants in Quebec carry a dis-
proportionately greater weight in the determination of the median age for the total

first generation than their counterparts do for the rest of Canada (Table 4.9).

In terms of the balance between the sexes in these contrasting regions,
Quebec has a lower masculinity ratio (98.1 males per 100 females), in contrast to
a slight excess of males in the population for the rest of Canada. These differ-
ences in sex ratios for the two populations hold for the second and third-plus
generations; but the first generation population in Quebec has a significantly
greater number of males per 100 females, the ratio being 107.3 compared to 100.4
for the rest of Canada. In examining masculinity ratios for the first generation
by period of immigration, it becomes clear that post-war immigrants settling in
Quebec have been disproportionately male, especially immigrants just prior to the
1971 Census where the males outnumbered the females 128 to 100 in contrast to a

sex ratio of 98.5 for the rest of Canada.
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TABLE 4.8. Percentage Distribution of the Population by Generation and
Period of Immigration for the Foreign-born, Canada, Quebec and All
Other Regions Combined, 1971

All other
Generation/Period Canada Quebec regions

of immigration combined
3rd+ generation 66.1 84.8 58.7
Znd generation 18.5 7.3 22.9
lst generation 15.4 7.9 18.4
Pre-1946 4.4 1.6 5.5
1946-60 6.0 3.2 7.:l
1961-65 1.7 1.2 1.9
1966-71 3.3 1.9 3.9
Total: Per cent 100.0 100.0 100.0
Number ('000) 21,402 6,028 15,374

Source: 1971 Census of Canada, Public Use Sample Tapes.

TABLE 4.9. Median Ages and Sex Ratios by Generation and Period of Immigration
for the Foreign-born, Canada, Quebec, and the Rest
of Canada, 1971

Median age Sex ratios

Generation/Period Rest of Rest of

of immigration Canada Quebec Canada Canada Quebec Canada
3rd+ generation 219 24.2 20.7 100.0 98.1 101.1
2nd generation 31.6 254 32.3 100.4 99.3 100.5
1st generation 42,2 39.0 42.8 101.4 107.3 100.4
Pre-1946 67.2 66.1 67.3 929 80.3 94.5
1946-60 40.7 40.8 40.7 110.0 113.9 109.4
1961-65 30.5 31.9 30.1 93.1 102.5 90.8
1966-71 26.2 26.2 262 102.8 127.6 98.5
Total 26.3 25.6 26.7 100.3 98.9 100.9

Source: 1971 Census of Canada, Public Use Sample Tapes.
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4.3.4. Marital Status

The most striking contrast with respect to the marital status composition of
the two populations is the proportionately greater numbers of unmarried (the single
population) in the population 15 years of age and over. In Quebec, 337 of the popu-
lation over 15 years of age was single compared to 267% for the remaining provinces.
Quebec's population had the larger proportion single for every generation group
and for each period of immigration (Table 4.10). The greatest difference in per-
centage points was for the second generation and the least for the third-plus genera-
tions. For the various periods of immigration, the difference in per cent single
was greatest for the most recent immigrants and the immediate post-war immigrants,

both of whom exhibited unusually high sex ratios, or excesses of males.

These larger proportions single in Quebec, compared to the rest of Canada
for the population over 15 years of age, held for every 10-year age group in both
the second and third-plus generations. The same differential also held for the
majority of the groups in the first generation. Only for those 35-44 and 45-54
years of age was the proportion single for Quebec lower than the rest of Canada, bhut
even so, the differences were relatively small. Given the disproportionately large
size of the second and third-plus generations of native-born in Quebec, this con-
sistently greater proportion of single population at all ages could be a signifi-
cant factor in the declining fertility rates for Quebec. Even more important, the
largest relative differences are found in the two youngest age groups (15-24 and
25-34 years of age), which tend to have the highest legitimate fertility rates of

any of the age groups in the childbearing years.

4.3.5. Population Contrasts by Ethnic and Cultural Origins

The extent of regional concentrations of ethnic populations in Canada is well
illustrated by the fact that slightly more than three-fourths of the French origin
population, compared to only 77 of those of British origin, were located in Quebec,
a province which had 287 of the country's population in 1971. A comparison of the
composition of Quebec and the rest of Canada is given in Table 4.11 which provides
data for the major ethnic groups. The ethnic imbalance between Quebec and the
rest of Canada is quickly apparent. Quebec's population is 797 French compared to

only 97 of the population outside Quebec. In contrast, the British account for



TABLE 4.10. Percentage Distribution of Marital Status of the Population 15 Years
of Age and Over by Generation and Period of Immigration for the
Foreign-born, Canada, Quebec and the Other Provinces, 1971

Marital status

Single Married Other
Generation/Period Other Other Other
of immigration Canada Quebec provinces Canada Quebec provinces Canada Quebec provinces
3rd+ generation 33.6 34.5 33.0 57.5 574 57:5 9.0 8.1 9.4
2nd generation 22.8 29.1 22 .1 67.1 60.6 67.8 10.1 10.3 10.1 ;
U
1st generation 6.5  19.9 16.0 69.9  68.2 70.2 13.6  11.9 13.8 T
Pre-1946 7.5 8.4 74 64.5 64.1 64.6 28.0 27.4 28.,0
1946-60 17 -4 197 17.0 75.3 72.0 1.5..9) 7.4 8.4 7.1
1961-65 21.0 2147 20.8 72.5 71.0 72.9 6.5 7.4 B3
1966-71 28.1 31.6 27.4 65.7 62.8 66.2 6.2 246 6.4
Total 28.1 32.6 26.4 61.8 57 + 6 63.0 10.1 8.2 10.6

Source: 1971 Census of Canada, Public Use Sample Tapes.
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TABLE 4.11. '"Charter Groups' and Selected "Other" Ethnic Origins
Canada, Quebec and the Rest of Canada, 1971

Rest of

Ethnic origin Canada Quebec Canada
British Isles 44,3 10.5 57.6
French 28.8 78.9 9.1
Other origins 26.9 10.6 33.8
German 6.2 0.9 8.3
Ukrainian 2.8 043 3.7
Italian 3.4 2.8 3.6
Jewish 1.4 2,0 1.2
Dutch 2.0 0.2 2.7
Scandinavian 1.7 0.2 2.3
Polish 1«5 0.4 1.9
Russian 0 3 0.1 0.4
Chinese and Japanese 0.8 0.2 1.0
Other 6.9 3.4 8.2
Total: Per cent 100.0 100.0 100.0
Number 21,401,900 6,028,000 15,373,900

Source: 1971 Census of Canada, Public Use Sample Tapes.
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only 117 of Quebec's population, while they constitute 587 of the population for
the rest of Canada. The latter group itself is highly concentrated in Newfoundland,
Prince Edward Island and Nova Scotia where they comprise 947, 837, and 787 of the

populations respectively.

The remaining ethnic populations are also significantly different with res-
pect to their size and geographical distribution. Outside of Quebec, the other
ethnic origins comprise one-third of the population compared to only 117
within that province that belong to neither founding group. Within Quebec, the
Italians (2.87%) and the Jews (2.07) are the third and fourth largest ethnic
groups. For the rest of Canada, the next largest after the British and French are
the Germans (8.37), the Ukrainians (3.77), and the Italians (3.6%). The ethnic mix
of Quebec is significantly different from the rest of Canada, both in terms of the
specific ethnic groups as well as their relative sizes. The greater cultural homo-
geneity of Quebec reflected in the dominant numbers of French presents a totally
different ethnic and linguistic context for the socio-economic adaptation of immi-
grants than do the more ethnically diverse and regionally differentiated popula-

tions in the areas outside this province.

In view of the fact that the immigrant streams destined to the various
regions of Canada have neither been the same in terms of their ethnic composition
nor in the timing of their arrival in Canada, further differences would be expected
between Quebec and the rest of Canada. Interestingly, the generational composition
of the British origin population does not vary much between Quebec and the rest of
Canada but the French do show somewhat higher proportions of first and second gene-
rations outside Quebec than they do within that province. The differences between
the Scandinavian, Italian, Jewish, and the combined Chinese and Japanese origin
groups in the two areas are small but the situation is quite different for the
Germans, Dutch, Hungarians, Polish, Russians and the Ukrainians (Table 4.12). For
these ethnic groups, the proportion of first generation status tends to be signifi-
cantly higher inside Quebec than in their corresponding populations residing out-
side that province. This appears to be mainly the result of the relatively larger
numbers of immigrants who arrived during the immediate post-war period, 1946-60, and
during the 1966-71 period, with the interesting exception of the Russians and
Ukrainians who had proportionately larger numbers of immediate post-war immigrants,

but not for the more recent period, 1966-71.



TABLE 4.12.

Population by Ethnic Origins, by Generation and Period of Immigration for the Foreign-born,

Quebec and the Rest of Canada, 1971

Ethnic origin

Area/
Generation/ British Scandi-  Hungar- Ukrain- Chinese/ Native
Period of Isles French German Dutch navian ian Polish Russian ian Italian Jewish Japanese Indian Other Total
immigration
Quebec 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
3rd+ generation 64.2 95.8 36.8 24.6 444 8.6 19.8 13.9 18.9 12.8 22.9 12.8 95.4 i 17 84.8
2nd generation 20.9 2.6 20.8 30.2 26.3 30.0 33.0 27.8 47.1 33.5 36.9 28.2 3.0 23.0 7.2
lst generation 14.9 1.6 42.3 45.2 2923 61.4 47.1 58.3 34.0 53.7 40.2 5941 1.5 59.9 7.9
Pre-1946 549 0.5 k) 0.8 9.1 Tl 9.1 11.1 9.2 3:6 12.8 3.4 1.2 3.6 1.6
1946-60 4.6 0.5 27.2 34.1 9.1 39.3 31.4 44,4 23.8 29.0 18.0 18.1 - 15.9 3.2
1961-65 L. 0.2 3l 4.0 4.0 4.3 2.5 - 0.5 10.8 4.7 1057 - 14.3 1.2
1966-71 3.0 0.4 5.9 6.3 Tal 10.7 4.1 2.8 0.5 10.3 4.8 26.8 0.3 26.1 1.9
Rest of Canada 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
3rd+ generation 67.4 89.7 46.2 28.8 41.9 17.0 31,2 39.4 42.4 10.8 26.7 14.2 95.2 22.0 58.7
2nd generation 20.2 743 299 37.0 37.0 37.6 36.7 36.8 40.4 3,7 38.7 33+ 0 .0 26.8 22..9,
lst generation 1253 3.0 24.0 34.2 2152 45.4 32.1 23.8 17,2 54.5 34.6 52,8 1.8 51.2 18.3
Pre-1946 5.3 1.1 6.3 2.9 11.1 Il.2 10.0 11.9 10.9 39 14.0 7.4 0.4 6.8 555
1946-60 3.3 0.8 13.1 26.4 6.5 26.5 16.3 8.8 5.4 27.8 12.0 14.6 0,2 15,2 7.1
1961-65 1.0 0.3 1.8 1.9 1.0 3.3 3.2 0.2 0.5 10.9 2,1 6.5 0.2 7.4 1.9
1966-71 2.3 0.8 2.8 3.0 2.5 4.4 2.7 2.9 0.4 11..9 6.6 24 .4 1.0 21.8 3.9
Source: 1971 Census of Canada, Public Use Sample Tapes.
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Since the contrasts between Quebec and the rest of Canada are relatively
great in terms of the origins of their populations and their time of arrival, it
would not be unusual to find differences between the populations living in Quebec
and their counterparts living elsewhere in Canada, in addition to their relative
sizes. To illustrate the nature of one of these differences, age-sex pyramids for
four different ethnic groupings have been presented in Chart 4.4 for the native-
born of native-born parentage (third and subsequent generations) with Quebec popu-
lations superimposed over those for the rest of Canada. The differences in the
case of the French origin population are rather interesting in that the Quebec
population appears to be a slightly older population than the French population
residing elsewhere in Canada which has a larger proportion of its population under

15 and a generally smaller proportion 30 and older.

The same type of age-sex differential is more evident between the Quebec po-
pulation of British origins and those living elsewhere. In this case, the propor-
tions for the age groups under 20 living outside Quebec exceed those within the
province; the reverse is true for all age groups over 25. For those older age
groups, the imbalance seems to be particularly significant for females. The same
contrast in age-sex structures appears to hold for all other ethnic origins combi-
ned, although the relatively small size of this group in Quebec appears to have
generated some instability in the estimates of the older age groups due to sampling
error. The contrasting pyramids for the German ethnic population are also presen-
ted to provide an illustration of a specific ethnic population included in the all
other origins category. Even after considering the possibility of a large sampling
variance, it is highly suggestive of the effects of heavy in-migration of younger
workers in the 20-34 year age range and relatively high sex ratios, an excess of

males in the older labour force ages between 35 and 65 years.

In terms of the proportions single, the marital composition of Quebec's
ethnic populations by generation does not vary greatly from the rest of Canada,
although the proportions tend to be consistently higher for each of the generations
for most of the ethnic origin groups. The proportions single in the second genera-
tion of British and French origins are considerably higher than their counterparts
elsewhere in Canada. There are, however, some major shifts from this general
pattern particularly for the Dutch, Hungarians, Jews, and Italians of second and

later generations, all of whom had higher proportions unmarried outside Quebec.
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Chart 4.4

Age and Sex Composition for Third-plus Generation, Selected Ethnic
Origins, Quebec and the Rest of Canada, 1971

British French

Males Females Males Females

Quebec

Rest of
Canada

[ |
%8 6 4 2 0 0 2, 4 6 8% %8 6 4 2 0 0 2 4 6 8 %

German All Other (1)
Males Females Males Females
Quebec
Rest of Rest of
Canada

%8 8%

(1) Includes German origin.

Source: 1971 Census of Canada, Public Use Sample Tapes
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However, with the data at hand it is difficult to say what significance, if any,
should be attached to these deviations as the relatively small size of some of the

ethnic populations in Quebec might account for most of the observed variance.

4.3.6. Metropolitan Areas

Canada's population has been increasingly concentrated in urban areas. The
proportion classified as urban has increased from 18.37 in 1871 to 76.17 in 1971

(Statistics Canada, Perspective Canada, 1974, p. 4). At the same time, the popula-

tion has been increasingly concentrated in a relatively few large urban centres
until in 1971 over half, or 55%, of the population was located in the country's 22
Census Metropolitan Centres. Just slightly less than half of the metropolitan area
population was located in the two largest centres of Montréal and Toronto, and these
two alone accounted for one-fourth of the nation's population. For this reason, as
well as the fact that they attract a disproportionate share of the arriving immi-
grants, it is important to examine their populations as well as the regional group-

ings already considered.

Historically, Montréal has been the largest urban centre in Canada but as of
1976, the Toronto Census Metropolitan Area reached parity with Montréal. However,
beyond similarity in size, they have little in common. Montréal's population was
almost three-fourths native-born of native-born parents in contrast to just 407 for
Toronto. Approximately one-third of Toronto's population was foreign-born compared
to only 157 for Montréal. If the foreign-born are grouped with their children, the
contrast is even more striking as the first and second generations combined comprised

607 of Toronto's population compared to just 277 for Montréal.

The basic composition of the two populations in terms of their ethnic and
cultural origins differs dramatically, as would be expected, from the general diffe-
rences already observed between Quebec and the rest of Canada. Toronto's popula-
tion in 1971 was 56.57 British origin, 3.67% French and 39.97% other ethnic origins.
This contrasts sharply with the corresponding percentages for Montréal of 16.2,
64.3, and 19.5 for the British, French, and other ethnic origins respectively.
Toronto also has a larger proportion of other ethnics (39.9%) than one would find
in the part of Canada outside Quebec (33.37), while Montréal's proportion (19.5%)
exceeded that of Quebec (10.6%). Not only is Toronto's proportion of other ethnics

twice that of Montréal's, but it has a different ethnic mix that is particularly
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evident in the immigrant populations shown in Table 4.13. 1In 1971, Toronto had
larger proportions of British, German, Netherlands, Ukrainian, and combined Chinese
and Japanese populations than did lMontréal, which had larger proportions of Jewish,
Italian, and French immigrants. Overall, the degree of ethnic heterogeneity is
quite high in both places; but the distributions of ethnic populations differed
considerably between the two CMAs. In both centres, it is the third-plus genera-
tion that dominates — those of British origin in Toronto and those of French origin
in Montréal, although the relative dominance of the French is much greater in

Montréal.

In addition to the distinctive ethnic mix which characterizes each of the
nation's largest CMAs, there are other structural differences of significance which
have been summarized in Table 4.14. The masculinity ratios, for example, indicate
that Montréal and Toronto each have fewer males relative to the number of females
than either Quebec or the rest of Canada respectively. Toronto's sex ratio of
98.1 males per 100 females exceeds that of Montréal (96.4) primarily because of
the excess of women in Quebec's second and third-plus generations. Only in the
case of the first generation does the sex ratio for Montréal exceed that for Toronto
(101.4 vs 97.1). While Montréal immigrants have relatively greater numbers of
males than the native-born generations, the reverse is true for Toronto where the
deficiency of males in the immigrant population is greater than that for either of
the native-born generations. It would appear that Montréal tends to attract rela-
tively more women in the native-born generations than does Toronto and relatively

more males from the first generation or immigrant population.

These two centres also differ with respect to the age characteristics of
their populations. Both Montréal and Toronto have populations older than Quebec
and the rest of Canada. This is due solely to the third-plus generation, as the
first and second generations are younger in Montréal in comparison to Quebec, and
in Toronto in relation to the rest of Canada with the differences in median ages
being the greatest in the latter instance. In comparison with each other, each of
the generations in Montréal is older than the corresponding populations in Toronto,
although the difference in the case of the first generation is probably not signi-

ficant.

Examining the age structures in terms of the relative sizes of the dependent

and working-age populations shows that the total dependency ratio was considerably
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TABLE 4.13. Population by Ethnic Origins by Generation,

Toronto and Montréal CMAs, 1971
Toronto Montréal

R S Total 1st 2nd  3rd+ Total 1st  2nd  3rd+
British Isles 565 3.7 529 ITT 16.2 19.2 32.0 13.0
French 3.6 0.6 1.6 725 64.3 11.1 19.5 82.5
Other origins 399 64.7 45.5 14.8 19.5 69.7 48.5 4.5
German 4.5 6.1 4.4 3.2 1.4 4.7 2.7 0.5
Netherlands 1.7 2.1 2.4 1.0 0.4 1.3 1.1 0.1
Scandinavian 0.7 0.9 0.9 0.5 0.2 0.3 0.5 0.1
Polish 1.9 2.8 2.5 0.7 6.7 2.5 2.1 0.2
Russian 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.1 c.1 0.3 0.5 0.0
Ukrainian 2.4 2.5 3,6 1.6 0.6 1.8 1.9 0.2
Italian 10.1 18.5 12.3 1.4 5.8 22.1 15.5 0.9
Jewish 4.2 4.6 6.4 2.5 4.2 11,7 12.7 1.2
Chinese/Japanese 1.4 Taly 1.6 0.5 0.4 1.6 0.9 0.1
Other 12.8 24.6 11.2 3:3 57 23.4 10.7 L. 3
Total: Per cent 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Number ('000) 2,628 904 681 1,043 2,743 411 327 2,005

Source: 1971 Census of Canada, Public Use Sample Tapes.
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TABLE 4.14. Sex Ratios, Median Age, and Dependency Ratios by Generation,
Montréal and Toronto CMAs, Canada, Quebec and the Rest of
Canada, 1971

Generation/ Rest of Total
Characteristics Montréal Toronto Quebec Canada Canada

Total Population

Number ('000) 2,743 25628 6,028 15,374 21,402
Per cent 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Masculinity ratio 96.4 98.1 98.1 100.9 100.3
Median age 279 28.3 25.6 26.7 26.3
Dependency ratio
Total 523 524 57.5 61.5 60.4
Young 41.7 41.0 46.7 47.6 47 .4
0ld 10.6 11.4 10.8 13.8 I3.0
Third-plus generation:
Number ('000) 2,005 1,043 5,112 9,026 14,138
Per cent 73.1 39 ¥ 84.8 58.7 66.1
Masculinity ratio 95..5 98.6 98.1 101.1 100.0
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