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Canadian Drought Monitor
Conditions as of August 31, 2008

N\

Drought Intensity
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Drought concerns remainin the Peace Riverregion of northern Albertaand British Columbia,
southern British Columbiaand southern Saskatchewan. Conditions have significantly
deteriorated in southern Saskatchewan as water shortages have resulted insignificantimpacts
for the cattle industry. Dry conditions are starting to emerge as a concern in Ontario. Portions
of southern British Columbiaand southern Manitoba experiencedsignificantimprovement
resulting from above normal precipitation through August. The Atlanticregion received
considerable rainfall through the month of August, resultingin the alleviation of any potential
concerns for drought inthe region.

The Peace Riverregion of north western Albertaand north eastern British Columbiaimproved
slightly in August with near normal rainfall. However the rains came too late to improve
agricultural conditions this growing season. The dry conditionsin the early spring and through
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June and July have resultedin poor crop developmentand forage yields below 50% of the long
term average. According to Alberta Agriculture, the western portion of the Peace River region
is experiencingdrought with an occurrence of lessthan 1 in 25 years. Water and forage
shortages are occurring and producers are beingforcedto haul water and purchase feed, or
significantly reduce theirherds. Growing season precipitation (April 1- August 31) is rated at
40-60% of normal, with seasonal deficits of greater than 100mm.

The southern interior of British Columbia (near Kamloops) along with the Kootenay Region of
south eastern British Columbiaremain very dry, having received between 60-85% normal
precipitation overthe past 12 months. Seven-day average streamflow remains at 50-80% of
normal median streamflow for many rivers in this region. Significantrainfall (upto 60 mm) in
the southern Okanogan has resultedinsignificantimprovement of this region which has been
changed from a D1 to a DO and in some areas no classification.

Dry conditions persistover a large portion of central Alberta and a small portion of west central
Saskatchewan. Areas south of Edmonton, near Coronation, and by Cold Lake are experiencing
drought severityata 1in 12 year rate. These conditions have largely remained unchanged for
the majority of the growing season, with some regions receiving 60-85% of normal precipitation.
Areas between Grande Prairie and Edmonton have an annual deficit of over 200 mm. Low
precipitation has resultedinforage shortages, anticipated water shortages and some crop
stress.

Much of the northern regions of Albertaand Saskatchewan have seenvery dry conditions
throughout August which has resultedinan increase of fire danger. This region has been
classified as abnormally dry (DO) as a result.

Water shortages are widespread through southern Saskatchewan. A dry fall and winterledto
very low runoff this past spring, and even with near normal precipitation throughout much of
the growing season, water supply shortages are significant. Forage is alsoin very short supply
due to very poor forage yields. Much of the forage concerns have resulted from previousye ars
of drought, limited soil recharge this spring and spotty rains throughout the region. Cattle
producers in thisregion have been forced to haul water and forage or reduce theirherds. The
one-year precipitation deficitto September 1, 2008 in much of thisregion is greater than
100mm or close to 1/3 of theirannual precipitation.

For the most part, the southeast portion of Saskatchewan and southwest Manitoba, although
having improved s significantly from earlierin the year, continue to be classifiedin a moderate
drought (D1) condition with some regions beingimproved to an abnormally dry (DO)
classification. The greatestimprovementin this region has occurred in southwest Manitoba,
where portions of the region received greaterthan 150% of normal monthly precipitation (up
to 80 mm). Large portions of southeast Saskatchewan remain over 200 mm (50%) below
average annual precipitation.



During August, precipitation was slightly below normal throughout much of Ontario. Areas that
have been classified inthe abnormally dry (DO) category include portions of NW Ontario, inthe
Thunder Bay region. Other regions of Ontario, including southern regions near Windsor, were
very dry as well; however, they have not been rated as abnormally dry conditions at this point.
We will continue to monitor conditionsin this region closely; if conditions continue to be dry

they will be added to the Septemberassessment.

Excessive rainfall through August in much of Atlantic Canada has resultedin saturated fields
and very wet conditions. At this time there are no concerns for drought in thisregion.
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