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Canadian Drought Monitor
Conditions as of January 31, 2013

Drought Intensity
DO - Abnormally Dry
D1 - Moderate Drought

B - D2 - Severe Drought
) : , lqaluit - D3 - Extreme Drought
Whitehorse N - A 3 - D4 - Exceptional Drought
) . - ' Drought not analyzed

Yellowknife AR !
A

/ ] { % e [\
/ / - 4 3 ]

{9
) / | 1 { S (4
3

\ T = P 0
¥ ¥ / / | ) g W/ . PV

% 1 Kamloops ™ |
% the A
Vancogver'x

f
I | Saskatoon
gary A

A,
e

{7 SN A
K o
S W
) 7
AR A ;
\ ] \. p j Halifax
{

i . ol
A W|{£peg \ | Fredericton,,

ME

. =l Regina ‘ \ Québec \ A
Victoria =LA | A

r

Edmonton / i / ’ A "‘; £
A ! i /
{
|
|
[
|

—rn, \ -
BN s, @ N { N {F)A» Montréal
Thunder Ba 5 o,
Vo ? == B JOtare = et amat
.\.:?::‘; ] )(3/ “\_- Delineates dominant impacts
A Toronto S = Short-Term, typically less than
st 6 months (e.g. agriculture, grasslands)
Windsor‘—g{ . L = Long-Term, typically greater than
Copyright ® 2017 Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada o 6 months (e.g. hydrology, ecology)

At the end of January, the extent of drought across the country was very low. Precipitation was
above-normal throughout the prairie regionin January, and has been high all winter. That
continuedto provide great potential for spring soil moisture recharge. Drought and abnormally
dry conditions continued in Eastern Canada, particularlyin southern Ontario and southern
Quebec. This is due to long-term moisture deficits, going back to last summer’s widespread
droughtin the region.

Pacific Region (BC)

In British Columbia, below-normal precipitation on Vancouver Island and along the western
coast ledto a continuation of the DO classification. Precipitationin those regions was down 120
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mm compared to normal. The northern interior of B.C. also remained classified DO where
snowfall was minimal for this point inthe winterseason.

Prairie Region (AB, SK, MB)

In Western Canada, above-average snowfall reduced dry conditionsin many regions. The driest
area remained in southern Manitoba, which was classified D1. The regionis short 20-40 mm
over the past three months. Limited snowfall in southwest Albertaled to a DO classification
there. In northern Alberta, the northern portion of the Peace Riverregion remained DO because
of longer-termimpacts. Over the past six months precipitation shortages were more than 50
mm (2 in).

Central Region (ON, QC)

In Eastern Canada, normal to above-normal precipitationinJanuary continuedto alleviate dry
conditions. With the additional moisture there is much optimism for the spring; howeverlong-
term impacts of the severe drought of 2012 remained. As such, areas of southern Ontario and
southern Quebecwere classified DO (abnormally dry). Levels of the Great Lakes ranged from
below normal to near-record lows. In particular, Lakes Michigan and Huron followed the record
low set in Decemberwith arecord low level forJanuary; 73 cm (29 in) below the long-term
average. Lake Superiorremained 33 cm (13 in) below average for January. Areas along the
north shore, includingthe Thunder Bay area, remained classified D1 (moderate drought).
Precipitation there was still about half of normal since September 1 of last year.
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