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Canadian Drought Monitor
Conditions as of December 31, 2013

Drought Intensity
DO - Abnormally Dry
D1 - Moderate Drought
- D2 - Severe Drought
lanAuit - D3 - Extreme Drought
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In December, drought levels continued to be minimal across Canada, with some areas
improvingslightly and others falling further behind normal precipitationslevels. Inthe west,
there was an abundance of snow in central and northern Alberta but very little precipitationin
Manitoba or along coastal British Columbia. Lack of wintersnowfallin Manitoba and coastal
regions will have significant impacts in the spring if conditions do not change. In eastern Canada,
conditionsremained relatively stable with very few regions of concern. Much of the
precipitation across Canada fell as snow, and therefore has not resulted inimmediate changes
to soil moisture or water supplies.

Pacific Region (BC)
The southern Pacificcoast received well below-average precipitationin December, with
Vancouver Island recording over 60mm less rain than usual. This resulted in Moderate Drought
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(D1) conditionsfor a significant portion of the island and part of the mainland, with a large
section of surrounding area beinglabelled as Abnormally Dry (DO0). The area between
Vancouver Island and Kitimat, however, received above average precipitation and was
downgradedto normal, although most of the Queen Charlotte Islands remained dry.

Prairie Region (AB, SK, MB)

The Prairie region saw a mixture of good and bad conditions with respect to drought. In central
Albertaand Saskatchewan, above average December precipitation has created potential
drought reliefinthe area, causing the regionto be downgraded from D1 to DO. The area
northwest of Edmonton all the way intothe Peace Riverregion of British Columbiareceived
upwards of 200% above average precipitation, eliminatingall dryness west of Edmonton. In the
northern Saskatchewan-Manitoba border region, the extent of the dry conditions decrease but
the severityincreased, with a large section beingupgraded to Moderate Drought just east of
Lake Athabasca. The same thingoccurred in the Manitoba-Ontario border region, where the
overall dry area shrunk but conditions worsened in both the Interlake region and along the US
border. Southern Manitoba has received below average precipitation all winter and this
continuedin December, with areas along the US border receivingonly 40 — 60% of theirusual
precipitation.

Central Region (ON, QC)

Central Canada received average to above-average precipitationin most areas, resultingin
relatively stable conditions. Some dryness developed alongthe St. Lawrence Riverand inthe
Gaspé region. Atlantic Canada remained free of dry conditions for another month. The well
above-average December precipitation added to what was an already wet Atlanticwinter.

© Her Majesty the Queen in Right of Canada, represented by the Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food (2013).

For moreinformation reachus atwww.agr.gc.caor call us toll-free 1-855-773-024 1.



