
 

 

 

 
The frigid Canadian winter continued into March, with monthly mean temperatures more than 
5 degrees Celsius below-normal from Alberta all the way to the Atlantic region. This continued 

to delay snowmelt across the country, resulting in little change in drought conditions. However, 
between February and March, the amount and severity of drought in Canada did decrease 
slightly. Some new abnormally dry areas were identified in central British Columbia and 

northwestern Alberta, but other dry areas showed improvement. The areas of Moderate 
Drought (D1) and Severe Drought (D2) were smaller in March than in February.  

 
Precipitation in March was above-average in southern British Columbia, east central Alberta, 
and the Atlantic region, average in northern Ontario and Quebec, and below-average 
throughout the Prairie region and southern Ontario. Over the winter season, the areas 

receiving the least precipitation were east central Alberta and southern Manitoba. As a result, 
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an area of Moderate Drought (D1) has been declared in east central Alberta, as precipitation 
has been record dry to extremely low since September 2013 in that area. In southern Manitoba, 

the area of Moderate Drought (D1) expanded slightly. The other area of concern was southern 
British Columbia, but this area has improved since February due to significant precipitation. 
There remains some Moderate Drought (D1) and a small strip of Severe Drought (D2), but 

provincial records are showing average to above-average snow water content in that area, 
which should bring further improvements upon snowmelt. High elevation snowmelt in British 
Columbia typically begins in the middle of April. Other than a few Abnormally Dry (D0) areas, 
the Central and Atlantic regions were free of drought conditions.  

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
© Her Majesty the Queen in Right of Canada, represented by the Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food (2014). 
 
For more information reach us at www.agr.gc.ca or call us toll-free 1-855-773-0241. 


