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A WORD OF EXPLANATION 

This guide is for Membership Administrators 

those people in Regional, District and Band 

Offices who have responsibility for making 

sure the Indian Register is kept up-to-date. 

It's an important responsibility. It's a job 

that demands patience, sympathy, perserverance 

and attention to detail. Hopefully, it will be 

a little easier with this guide. 

If it's not, if there are things you don't 

understand or things you think should be in- 

cluded, let us know. Write to: 

The Registrar, 

Department of Indian Affairs 

and Northern Development, 

400 Laurier Avenue West, 

Ottawa, Ontario KIA 0H4 
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PART ONE 

THE REGISTRAR AND MEMBERSHIP 

The Registrar of Indians is charged by Parl- 
iament with responsibi1ity for maintaining an accurate 
and up-to-date record of all those people entitled to 
be registered in Canada as Indians under the terms of 
the Indian Act. 

Before 1948 there was no central record of 
the membership of the various Indian bands. In fact, 
many bands had no accurate listing of even their own members. 

After study by a Joint Committee of the Senate 
and the House of Commons, the 1951 Indian Act was drafted 
and passed into law. Under it, a Registrar was appointed 
whose main job is to keep track of, and safeguard, Indian 
status and membership. 

STATUS AND MEMBERSHIP 

It is important that those terms be properly 
understood. They don't mean the same thing. 

• Status means the right of a person to be con- 
sidered an Indian within the meaning of the Act. 

• Membership means the right of an Indian to be 
enrolled in the membership of a particular band. 

Although no one can be a band member if he 
doesn’t have Indian status, there are registered Indians 
whoare not members of any particular band. They are in 
a General List in the Register. 
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THE REGISTRAR OF INDIANS 

The Registrar is the only official of the 
Department whose duties and responsibilities are speci- 
fically created and defined by Parliament in the Indian 
Act. He reports to the Department of Indian Affairs and 
Northern Development. How he relates to both is shown in 
Figure 1 -1 . 

Figure 1-1 The Relationship of the Registrar to 
Parliament and the Indian People 

He has three major responsibilities. Put simply, they 
are : 

1. To develop and direct the organization 
and procedures needed to keep the Indian 
Register up-to-date. 

2. To register those persons he considers 
to be entitled to Indian status, accord- 
ing to the Indian Act. 

3. To render judicial decisions on protests 
of additions to, or deletions from, the 
Indian Register. 

* 
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MEMBERSHIP ORGANIZATION 

Under the Registrar's direction, monthly reports 
are received from Membership Administrators in departmental 
offices and band offices across the country. In Ottawa, the 
reports are checked and the information is entered into the 
Register. (It is also computerized and used to produce popula 
tion figures and other statistics needed by government and 
the Indian people themselves.) 

Membership is organized as shown in Figure 1-2. 
Entitlement and Registration looks after the Register and 
investigates cases for the Registrar. It also trains Member- 
ship Administrators. The Field Services people visit offices 
and bands to discuss problems, recommend training and to give 
adviceandhelpwhereverpossible. 

Figure 1-2 How Membership Functions are Organized 



and arrange 
Special Ser 
of various 
are properl 
Indian chi 1 

Enfranchisement handles all enfranchisements 
s for the payment of enfranchisement funds, 
vices researches Indian ancestry and the history 
registrations, makes sure adopted Indian children 
y registered, and looks after the trust funds of 
dren who are adopted by non-Indians. 

Figure 1-3 Entitlement and Registration 

ENTITLEMENT AND REGISTRATION 

Of most importance, perhaps, to Membership 
Administrators 1s Entitlement and Registration (See 
Figure 1-3) 

All membership reports are received there and 
examined for accuracy. The ones that are acceptable are 
entered in the Register. Other that need explanation 
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or change arc chocked wit.h the reporting Administrator 
and are entered only when all t h e f a c t s have been 
established. Mistakes, omissions and late reporting 
account for most of the delays in revising the Register. 
Wrong or doubtful information can never be allowed in 
the Register. It might seriously affect the future of 
individuals, families or entire bands. 

MEMBERSHIP ADMINISTRATORS 

Some Administrators are on the staff of the 
Regional and District offices. But more and more, as 
bands take over the management of their own affairs, 
Membership Administrators are members of the band staff. 

It's no exaggeration to say that Membership 
Administrators are the most important part of the regis- 
tration process. Without them, no information can be 
collected. How up-to-date the Register is depends on how 
they report events. The accuracy of their work cuts down 
delays and gives status and membership as quickly as 
possible to those entitled. Their work helps promote an 
understanding of what Indian registration is all about 
and why it is so important to the Indian people. 



PART TWO 

REPORTING EVENTS 

The reporting of events is a fairly simple 
matter. Get into the habit of using the same method and 
the same words every time. Figures 2-2 through 2-14 will 
help. There is a separate illustration given for every 
event. 

WHAT FORM TO USE 

Report all events on Band Membership Report, 
Form Number IA-413. A sample copy is shown in Figure 2-1. 

HOW TO FILL IT IN 

Always type reports.* Remember they need to be 
read accurately in Ottawa and when they are posted for 
band members to read. Send the originals to Ottawa. Make 
clear carbons for filing, forwarding to other agencies and 
for posting. 

Start by filling in the name of the band, the 
district, and the,'month and year of reporting at the top 
of the first sheet. 

To prevent work piling up at the end of the 
month, enter each event as you get the documentation. 
See Figure 2-1 for examples of entries. 

Complete each entry according to the samples 
given in Figures 2-2 through 2-14. Total every page. Put 
a final total on the last sheet. 

Check everything carefully and sign each sheet 

7 



WHAT THL COLUMN HEADINGS MEAN 

It will make reporting easier and more accur- 
ate if everybody interprets the column headings the same 
way. The meanings may look obvious, butlet's review them 
anyway. 

Band No. This always refers to the Family Head (the 
one who heads the family number in the 
Register). Most often the Family Head is 
the father or husband. But not always. It 
may also be a widow, a divorced or single 
woman, or a single man. 

Surname This is the surname (or family name) of 
the Head. Like all names in the Band 
Membership Report it should be given (and 
spelled) exac tly as shown in the Register. 
Always spell out surnames in capital 
letters. 

Given Names Again, this refers to the names shown in 
the Register. Always show all the given 
names to prevent confusion with somebody 
else. 

Birth , Death , 
Marriage, 
Transfer* 

An X in any of these columns shows the 
kind of event being reported and makes it 
easier to arrive at totals at the bottom 
of the sheet. 

Date This always refers to the date the event 
took place (for example, the date of birth 
or marriage) or the date, the Ziitxy u)at> auUhofUzzd 
by the RegHtAaA (in the case of a transfer, etc.) 

% 

8 



New No. This is given to a person who reaches the 
age of majority, to a man who marries while 
still a minor, to a minor unmarried mother 
on birth of her first child or to a woman 
upon divorce. 

Name of Indian This always means the full name of the 
Affected person to u)hom the event is happening. 

Remarks Although the column is provided for any 
comments you want to make, it will be 
best if you use the form of remarks shown 
in the illustrations. If everyone sticks 
to the same methods, mistakes will be cut 
down. 

Increase, An X in either of these columns indicates 
Oecrease a change in the total membership of the 

band.Total the X'son each sheet and put 
a main total for each band on the last 
sheet. 

□ Show in the Remarks column the sex of every person 
whose birth you are reporting. It's not always 
possible to tell the sex from the given names. 

□ Report all given names. 

□ Make sure all names are spelled exactly as in the Register. 
When reporting a birth, the child's name should be shown 
as it appears on the Birth Registration. 

□ Report all events in the month they happen or as soon as 
all documentation is in. 

□Check your facts against the documents. 

□ Fill in totals and number each page. 

□Send in the report by the tenth of the next month. 

□ Make sure that Band Membership Reports are posted in the 
Band office for a full 12 months. 
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DON'T 

□ Do not include doubtful information. Write to the 
Reg i strar first, 

□ Do not report adoptions openly. They are a private 
matter for the parents and the children, who may not 
want the facts to be known. See Part 4. 

□ Do not report a Presumed Death without first getting an 
authorization from the Registrar. 

□ Do not report an event that happened before September 4, 
1951 without first getting authorization from the 
Registrar. 

□ Do not report the birth of an illegitimate child born 
before August 14, 1956 without first getting authorization 
from the Registrar. 

□ Do not report a divorce without an authorization from the 
Registrar. 

• REMEMBER 
Prompt reporting of events safeguards 
the status and membership of the Indian 
people. Accurate reporting prevents 
delays, reduces correspondence and keeps 
the Register up-to-date. Delays in 
reporting make everybody's work more 
difficult and can hold up the payment of 
allowances and annuities, etc. 

IO<MMMMMMM<< 
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rBAND MEMBERSHIP REPORT 
LI nil o r  Enter 

REGISTERED INDIAN 

Band No. Number of Family Head 

Surname Surname of Family Head 

Given Names Full given names of Family Head 

AMENDMENT 

Birth 

Death 

Marri age 

T rans fer 

X 

Leave blank 

Leave blank 

Leave blank 

Date 

New No . 

..Name of Indian Affected 
>.j 

Surname 

Given Names 

Remarks 

Date Che child was born 

Leave blank 

Surname of child shown on birth 
registration 
Full given names of child shown on 
birth registration. 

Male or Female. Always give the sex 
of the child because it's not always 
easy to tell from the names 

I ncrease 

Decrease 

Hote: 

Leave blank 

For a child bom to an unmarried mother before August 14, 19SS, 
send details in letter to Registrar. When he gives authorization, 
report birth in usual wau and put Auth, Reg's Itr, d, (with 
date and file number) in Remcviki column. 

Figure 2-2 How to Report a Birth 
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rBAND MEMBERSHIP REPORT 
l) nil o r Enter 

REGISTERED INDIAN 

Band No. 

Su rname 

Given Names 

AMENDMENT 

Birth 

Death 

Marri age 

T rans fer 

Date 

New No. 

Name of Indian Affected 

Surname 

Given Names 

Remarks 

Increase 

Decrease 

Number of Family' Head 

Surname of Family Head 

Full given names of Family Head 

Leave blank 

Leave blank 

Leave blank 

Leave blank 

The date the child was stillborn 

Leave blank 

Surname of child 

Full given names of child. If th>: 

child was not given a name, put 
Unnamed 
Male - stillbirth 
Female - stillbirth 

Leave blank 

Leave blank 

Figure 2-3 How to Report a Stillbirth 
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BAND MEMBERSHIP REPORT 
I ml r I' 

RtGISTERED I NO IAN 

Band N o. 

Surname 

Given Names 

Enter 

Number of Family Head 

Surname of Family Head 

Full given names of Family Head 

AMENDMENT 

Birth 

Death 

Marri age 

Transfer 

Date 

New No. 

Leave blank 

X 

Leave blank 

Leave blank 

Date the person died 

Leave blank 

Name of Indian Affected 

Surname 

Given Names 

Surname of person who died 

Full given names of person who died 

Remarks 

I ncrease 

-ecrease 

Leave blank unless there is somebody 

else on that band number who has 
exactly the 3ame name. If that 
happens, put Father, Son, Mother, 
Daughter, etc. as applicable 
Leave blank 

Figuré 2-4 How to Report a Death 
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BAND MEMBERSHIP REPORT 

REGISTERED INDIAN 

Band No. 

Surname 

Given Names 

AMENDMENT 

Enter 

Number of Family Head 

Surname of Family Head 

Full given names of Family Head 

Birth 

Death 

Marriage 

Transfer 

Date 

New No. 

Name of Indian Affected 

Surname 

Given Names 

Leave blank 

X 

Leave blank 

Leave blank 

Date the person died. If the date is 
not known, give the date indicated in 
the Registrar's letter of authorization 

Leave blank 

Surname of person who died 

Full given names of person who died 

Remarks 

Increase 

Presumed dead. Give date and file nuitoei 
of Registrar's letter. Fo<* example, 
Auth. Reg's ltr. d. May 8/73, 
F 967/3-3-3-3 

tkene ib homebody elbe on that band 
numben toho has exactly the bame name, 
put FATHER,SOW, MOTHER, DAUGHTER, a* 
applicable. 

Leave blank 

Decrease X 

Vote: 
In COAVA oX pnebumed death, bend documentb buck ab police nepont 
on cononen'b nepont with letten to Regibtnan and wait fion hit 
authonization begone neponting. 

Figure 2-5 How to Report a Presumed Death 
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r BAND MEMBERSHIP REPORT 
11 IKI •' r*   Enter 

REGISTtREO INDIAN 

Band No. 

Surname 

Given Names 

AMENDMENT 

Birth 

Death 

Marri age 

Transfer 

Date 

New No. 

Name of Indian Affected 

Surname 

Given Names 

Remarks 

Number of Family Head 

Surname of Family Head 

Full given names of Family Head 
Where parents are dead or removed 
from number, put Children of and 
give name and number of previous 
family head. 
Leave blank 

Leave blank 

Leave blank 

Leave blank 

New number 

Surname of person being given new 
number 

Full given names of person being 
given new number 

Leave blank 

Increase 

Decrease 

Leave blank 

Leave blank 

Note.: 
Send neuf ReglbteAed Indian Record Sheet [yellow original) to the 
Rejg-utAax with the hepont. 

Figure 2-6 How to Report the Allotment of a New Number 
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BAND MEMBERSHIP REPORT 
F il t e r 

R( I !>TI RID INDIAN 

Band No . 

Surname 

Given Names 

AMENDMENT 

Birth 

Death 

Ma rriage 

Transfer 

Date 

New No. 

Name of Indian Affected 

Surname 

Given Names 

Number of Family Head (Min Utk0 kcU> 
married) 
Surname of Family Head 

Full given names of Family Head 

Leave blank 

Leave blank 

X 

Leave blank 

Date of marriage 

Leave blank 

Surname of Family Head (Man who hcu> 
married) 
Full given names of Family Head 

Remarks 

l 

Increase 

Decrease 

Note: 

Wife's full name, band and band 
number if she is Indian 
Wife's full name, the words non-Indian 
and her date of birth if she is not 
a RegiAtexed Indian. 
X - i^ wi^e iA 6*-om a di^exent band 
ox iA not a. xegiAtexed Indian. 
Leave blank - if wife is from from same band 

Leave blank 

16 the. huAband iA a minox, he iA faiXAt given a new numbex and the 
maxAiane ii then xepoxted undex the new numbex. Send new 
RegiAtexed Indian Recoxd Sheet [yeltow oxiginal) to the RegiAtxax 
with the xepoxt. 

Figure 2-7 How to Report the Marriage of an Indian Man 
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I-BAND MEMBERSHIP REPORT 
% Un U (' * ________ Enter 

REGISTERED INDIAN 

Band No. 

Surname 

Given Names 

AMENDMENT 

Bi rth 

Death 

Marri age 

Transfer 

Date 

New No. 

Number of Family Head 

Surname of Family Head 

Full given names of Family Head 

Leave blank 

Leave blank 

X 

Leave blank 

Date of marriage 

Leave blank 

Name of Indian Affected 
Surname 

Given Names 

Remarks 

Increase 

Decrease 

Maiden. Surname of woman who lias married 
I(J woman wo* paLvdeuAly moAxiad kan. 
loHjm&fi maxaie.d àuAnamz should be. uicd. 
Full given names of woman who has 
married 

Husband's name, band and band number 
if he is Indian 
Husband’s name and the loords non-Indian 
if he is nota xzgi^teA&d Indian. 

Leave blank 

Leave blank - if marriage is to man 
from same band 

Figure 2-8 How to Report the Marriage of an Indian Woman 
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r BAN D MEMBERSHIP REPORT 

KIG1STLRED INDIAN 

Band No . 

Surname 

Given Names 

Number of Family Head 
In admitting band nepoAt &kou) new 
band numb en 
Surname of Family Head 

Full given names of Family Head 

AMENDMENT 

Birth 

Death 

Marriage 

Transfer 

Leave blank 

Leave blank 

Leave blank 

X 

i 

Date 

New No . 

Date of Registrar's letter 
authorizing transfer 

Leave blank 

Name of Indian Affected 

Surname 

Given Names 

Remarks 

Increase 

Dec rease 

Note: 

Surname of person transferred 

Given names of person. If whole family 
is transferred, make separate entry 
for each 
Transferred to or from {name and 
numb eA o& a then band), Auth. Reg's ltr. 
d. (give date and file nunber) 

Leave blank - on report from old band 
X - for each person transferred on 
report from new band 

X - for each person transferred cn 
report from old band 
Leave blank - on report from new band 

Admitting band uUZZ -include new Regi&teAed Indian Second Sheet 
{yetloio original) uiith the nepont. 

Figure 2-9 How to Report a Transfer between Bands 
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BAND MEMBERSHIP REPORT 1 

U n (I p r 

REGISTERED INDIAN 

Band No. 

Surname 

Given Names 

AMENDMENT 

Birth 

Death 

Ma rriage 

T rans fer 

Date 

Enter 

Number of Family Head 

Surname of Family Head 

Full given names of Family Head 
itihene panenti one dead on nemoved ^noM 
numben, put CHI IP on. CHILDREN OF and. 
give, name and numben o{ pnevioui 
Family Head 

Leave blank 

Leave blank 

Leave blank 

Leave blank 

Leave blank 

New No. Leave blank 

Name of Indian Affected 

Surname 

Given Names 

Remarks 

Increase 

Decrease 

Surname of person being transferred 

Full given names of person being 
transferred 

Transfer from or to [giv(L band numben 
and name 0& band) Auth. Reg's ltr. d. 
[give date and iÇuie numben) 

Leave blank - if in same banrl or in 
report from old band 
X - in report from new band for eaah 
person transferred 
X - in report from old band for eaah 
person transferred 
Leave blank - if in same band or in 
report from new band 

Figure 2-10 How to Report, a Transfer to a Parent's Number 
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BAND MEMBERSHIP REPORT 
■  • i n t- p r , 

Î .11 STL RID INDIAN 

11aml No . 

; Surname 

Given Names 

AMENDMENT 

Birth 

Death 

Ma rriage 

T rans fer 

Date 

New No. 

Name of Indian Affected 

Married name of divorced wife 

Full given names of divorced wife 

Transferred to own number on divorce. 

Reg's ltr. d. [give date and 
fille. number) 

Leave blank 

Leave blank 

Note: 

Send new Regi6tetied Indian Recoxd Sheet [yellow original) to the 
RegiAtAaA with the nepont. 

Figure 2-11 How to Report a Divorce 
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Surname 

Given Names 

Remarks 

Increase 

Decrease 

Band number of husband 

Surname of husband 

Full given names of husband 

Leave blank 

Leave blank 

Leave blank 

X 

Date divorce was granted 

New number given to divorced wife 



BAND MEMBERSHIP REPORT 
U rul 0 r 

REGISTERED INDIAN 

Band No. 

Surname 

Given Names 

Enter 

Number of Family Head 

Surname of Family Head 

Full given names of Family Head 

AMENDMENT 

Birth 

Death 

Marriage 

T rans fer 

Date 

New No. 

Name of Indian Affected 

Surname 

Given Names 

X - if an inclusion 
Leave blank for deletion 
Leave blank 

Leave blank 

Leave blank 

Date of birth of person - if 
an inclusion 

Leave blank 

Remarks 

Increase 

Decrease 

Surname and given names of each 
person being included in (or 
deleted from) Register 
Often deleting ox Zncludlng moxe -than one 
pex&on, make, 6epaxate entxy &ox each 

The words Declared entitled {or 
not entitled) to be registered. 
Auth. Reg's ltr. d. [g-cve date and 
i-ULe numbex) 

X - for each person included 

X - for each person deleted 

Note: 

When pexAon -u inciaded andex hti own numbex, tend new Reglitexed 
Indian Recoxd Sheet to the Reg-Utxax with the xepoxt. 

Figure 2-12 How to Report a Deletion or Inclusion 
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PBAND MEMBERSHIP REPORT 
F n t p r 

••'*.» I SILKED INDIAN 

i> a n d No. 

Surname 

Given Names 

AMENDMENT 

Birth 

Death 

Marriage 

Transfer 

Oa te 

New No. 

Number of Family Head 

Surname of Family Head 

Full given names of Family Head 

Leave blank 

Leave blank 

Leave blank 

X 

Leave blank 

Leave blank 

Name of Indian Affected 

Surname Surname of child 

Given Names Full given names of child 

Remarks 

Increase 

Decrease 

Note: 

Leave blank 

X - in report of new band 
Leave blank - in report of old band 

X - in report of old band 
Leave blank - in report of new band 

Thun. events ate only Kzpontzd afcet a leXtet o$ Instruction là 
rzcetvzd t$A.om the kzglstrat 

Figure 2-13 How to Report an Adoption 
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BAND MEMBERSHIP REPORT 
Unde r 

REGISTERED INDIA!* 

Band No. 

Surname 

Given Names 

Ente r 

AMENDMENT 

Birth 

Death 

Marriage 

T rans fer 

Date 

New No. 

Number of Family Head 

Surname of Family Head 

Full given names of Family Head 

Leave blank 

Leave blank 

Leave blank 

Leave blank 

Date of the enfranchisement order 

Leave blank 

Name of Indian Affected 

Surname Surname of person enfranchised 

Given Names 

Remarks 

Increase 

Decrease 

Full given names of person enfranchised 
If the whole family is enfranchised, 
make a separate entry for each person 
The words Enfranchised by Order-in- 
Council P.C. and give number 

Leave blank 

X - for each person enfranchised 

Leave blank - for a woman enfranchised 
as a result of her marriage to a 
non-Indian 

Figure 2-14 How to Report an Enfranchisement 
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PART THREE 

KEEPING THE REGISTER 

The Indian Register is used to record all the 
information on individuals and families which is needed for 
membership purposes. This information is shown on Registered 
Indian Record Sheets, Form IA-981 . A separate sheet is 
maintained for every family unit. 

When a new band number is issued, the field office 
prepares, in duplicate, a new Registered Indian Record sheet 
to cover the individual under the new band number. The yellow 
original is sent to Ottawa to become part of the Master Register 
and the white carbon copy is kept as part of the field copy of 
the Register. This way, the Registrar is assured that all 
reports and records are based on identical information. 

Events are reported to Ottawa on- monthly Band 
Membership Reports and are incorporated into the master copy 
of the Indian Register by Ottawa staff. These events are also 
recorded by the Membership Administrator in the field copy of 
the Register. 

REMEMBER 

Except for events such as births, 
deaths, marriages and regular 
allotment of new numbers, changes 
are made in the Indian Register only 
after authorization has been received 
from the Registrar. 

CHANGING THE RECORD 

Additions to the Record sheet are made simply 
b/ typing in the new information. Deletions are made by 
ü r ’ a line in red ink through the names of the per- 

• or. ,.;lo typing a short note of explanation in Column 6 
- Change in Status o** Membership, or occasionally in 
?J,‘t 4 * General Remarks. Typical examples of changes 
dri given in Figure 3-1 . 
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ro 
en 

, GENERAI REMARKS 

main ÊfMAHQUfS Custody of Leonard BfcAUDY awarded to father; Aut i. Reg*a ltr.d. July 15/7Q F. 666/18-27. 

Figure 3-1. The Registered Indian Record Sheet 



PART FOUR 

OTHER MEMBERSHIP FUNCTIONS 

ADOPTION 

There is nothing in the Indian Act that says 
that a child chanqes status when adopted. Indian child- 
ren retain their status whether they are adopted by Indians 
or non-Indians. Non-Indian children do not gain Indian 
status if they are adopted by Indian parents. 

Registered children adopted by non-Indians, 
and who are entitled to band funds and treaty annuity 
payments, have their funds looked after for them by the 
Registrar until they reach the age of majority, which 
varies from province to province. To obtain the release 
of funds, they should apply to the Registrar. 

REMEMBER 
All correspondence about adopted 
children must be sent to the Reg- 
istrar in an envelope marked CON- 
FIDENTIAL. TO BE OPENED BY THE 
REGISTRAR. The envelope must be 
sealed in a second envelope. 

No enquiries about adopted children 
or their parents should ever be made 
by Regional, District or Band Offices, 
except to the Registrar. If any 
information is received, don't file 
it or record it. Send it to the 
Registrar under the CONFIDENTIAL 
cover as explained above. 
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LEGITIMATION 

In order to obtain the Registrar's authorization 
to report and record the legitimation of a birth, have both 
parents sign statutory declarations confirming that the 
husband is the natural father of the child. If this has 
already been dore for the provincial Division of Vital 
Statistics, send a photocopy of the declaration to the 
Registrar under CONFIDENTIAL cover. Then wait for autho- 
rization from the Registrar before reporting. 

Where the Registrar decides that a child must 
be removed from the Register because of legitimation, he 
will instruct the Membership Administrator to notify the 
mother by registered mail. She has three months from the 
date of the Registrar's decision in which to protest the 
deletion. 

REMEMBER    
Have all statutory declarations 
witnessed and signed by a person authorized 
as Commissioner for Taking Oaths under 
Section 8 of the Indian Act, by a Commissioner 
of Oaths appointed by the Province, by a 
Justice of the Peace or by someone else 
authorized to witness such documents. Indicate 
their authority clearly. 

DIVORCE 

When a man and wife get a divorce, theoriginal 
or a photocopy of the Divorce Decree Absolute must be 
sent to the Registrar before any change can be made to 
the Register. The custody of any minor unmarried children 
is usually dealt with in the Decree Nisi but may also be 
included in the Decree Absolute. The appropriate docu- 
ments should be forwarded. If custody was not dealt with 
by the courts, local investigation will have to be made 
to find out who, in fact, has the children and this 
information forwarded to Ottawa. 

Where the divorce was granted in another coun- 
try, the Registrar must have a statement from a lawyer 
practising in the same province or territory where the 
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• ,nd is located, giving an opinion 
j, voice would be recognized by 

-ritori.il court of that province 
U is up to the divorced person to 
opinion to be obtained. 

as to whether or not 
the provincial or 
and giving his reasons, 
arrange for that 

When all the documents are collected, and the 
circumstances of the children’s custody are established, 
send all of the information to the Registrar and he will 
decide if the information is enough for membership pur* 
poses. If it is, he will authorize a change to the Regis- 
ter. If it is not, ne will say what extra information is 
needed . 

ANNULMENT 

Treat annulment in the same general way as 
divorce and send the information along to the Registrar 
for authorization before reporting it. 

LEGAL SEPARATION 

When a couple obtains a legal separation 
through the courts there is normally no change in the 
Register. However, the husband may make application for 
enfranchisement on his own at some time in the future. 
It is for that reason that Membership Administrators are 
asked to send along to the Registrar any documents they 
may have connected with legal separations. 

ISSUING A CERTIFICATE OF INDIAN STATUS 

These certificates are issued to people who 
at some time or other may want to be able to verify their 
Indian Status. 

People sixteen and over who apply for a Certi- 
ficate of Indian Status must provide a passport-size 
photograph, with a matt (dull) finish, taken within the 
previous six months. 

>#«*«•« 
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To i ssuc d certificate ; 

1 . 
2. 

3 . 
4 . 

5. 

6. 

7. 

Use Form IA - 2 3 8.- Certificate of Indian Status 
Fill in all details, making sure the name, 
birth date and marital status agree with 
the Register. 
Have the applicant sign the form. 
Have it signed by the District Superintendent 
or the Band Administrator. 
Write the serial number of the certificate 
on the back of the photograph. 
Attach the photograph to the certificate 
with a paper c1iD and send both to 
Ottawa for laminating. 
Record the certificate in the Certificate 
Register, Form IA - 2 2 6 , giving the applicant's 
full name, band name and number, certificate 
serial number and date of issue. 

To issue a certificate to a child under sixteen: 

1 . 
2. 

3. 
4. 

Follow steps 1 to 4. 
Stamp the word MINOR and write or stamp 
the expiry date (two years from the date 
of issue) in the space normally used for 
the photograph. 
Issue the certificate directly to the child. 
Follow step 7. 

ENFRANCHISEMENT 

The Indian Act allows Indians to give up their 
status and membership rights under certain conditions. 
The legal process is called enfranchisement. 

There are three ways in which a person can be enfran- 
chised : 

a. By voluntary application from any person who 
meets the qualifications set down in the Act 
- that is, people who are at least 21 years 
old and are capable of supporting themselves 
and their dependents. Whether they qualify or 
not is decided by the Enfranchisement Board, 
which meets when required to consider appli- 
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cations. It is important to remember that an 
applicant's wife and minor unmarried children 
must be enfranchised at the same time, except 
when the wife and the minor unmarried children 
are living apart from the husband. 

b. By reason of marriage. This applies to Indian 
women who marry non-Indians. It may include 
children if they are of Indian status, if they 
are living with the mother and new father in a 
non-Indian community, if they are under sixteen 
and the mother gives consent, or are between 
sixteen and twenty-one and both mother and child 
give consent. 

c. By voluntary application of the entire band. This 
is not very common, since only one band of any size 
has been enfranchised in recent years. 

Individuals are entitled to their share of the band 
funds and twenty years' treaty annuity (if applicable) when they 
are enfranchised. 

Band funds owing to minors are given to the parents 
only if the amount is small. Otherwise, they are turned over 
to the Official Guardian of the province, or to the public 
Trustee, who administers them until the child reaches the age 
of twenty-one. If there is no provincial officer to take care of 
the funds, they are administered by the Membership Section. 

To help someone apply for enfranchisement: 

1. Have the individual fill out Application for 
Enfranchisement, Form 1 A-12 5 . 

2. Check all information against the Register 
for accuracy and verify all other information 
given on the form. 

3. Have the applicant (and his wife if he has one) 
sign the form. Also have the applicant sign in 
the SPECIMEN SIGNATURE box. 

4. Indicate the Band Council's recommendation. 
5. Have the District Superintendent or the Band 

Administrator sign the form and give his recommendation. 
6. Send all documents to the Registrar. 
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In the case of an Indian woman who marries a non-Indian: 

1. Have her complete a Statement of Marriage 
to a Non-Indian, Form IA -19 5. 

2. Check all information against the Indian Register 
for accuracy. 

3. Have the woman sign the form. 
4. Have the District Superintendent or the 

Band Administrator sign the form. 
5. ' Send all documents to the Registrar. 

Approved applicants will be enfranchised by 
Order-in-Counci1. Unsuccessful applicants will be 
notified. 

Enfranchised individuals may want a Certifi- 
cate of Enfranchisement. To get one, they should fill in 
Form IA -123 and send it to the Membership Division. 

REMEMBER 
Make sure the Certificate of Indian 
Status is withdrawn before a Certi- 
ficate of Enfranchisement is issued. 

PROTESTS 

Band members can, under the Indian Act, pro- 
test the addition or deletion of anyone they believe has 
been wrongly included in the band, or wrongly removed 
from it. 

These protests can be made by the person in- 
volved, the Band Council, by any ten electors, or (if 
the band is so small as to have less than ten) any three. 
Protests must be made within three months of the date 
the changes were registered. An exception is made only 
in cases involving illegitimate children when a twelve- 
month protest period is allowed. 
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•II
1 1 i1 in the preparation of a protest: 

•i.ive those protesting give a brief statement 
of their reasons on form IA-655. (When the 
•Molest is on behalf of someone still a 
-inor, a parent should do it for him.) 

sure there are the required number of 
s l q n c r s . 
Send the completed form to the Registrar. 

If the Registrar decides that the person under 
.rutest is not entitled to be registered, he will notify 
• • Band Administrator who, in turn, will notify the per- 

f ;or the mother,in the case of a child) by registered 
•■ni. The decision can be appealed to the Registrar within 
• 'roe months. 

If an appeal is made, the Registrar's appeal 
:»cision can be referred to the courts within three 
ontns. either by the person affected or by the Band 

L .■ J n c i 1 . 
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