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PRESENTATI ON  QUTLI NE

L. The Livable Region Plan (1975)

2. The Current Review

3. Regi onal Challenge Semnars (7)

4, Attitudes Survey

5. Choosi ng Qur Future Forum - Summary

6. Next Steps - Surrey Actions on Livability

7. Comm ttee D scussion
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THE LI VABLE REG ON PLAN

. Adopted by GVRD Board in 1975

. 5 Point Strategy:

1.

5:

Achieve Residential Gowh Targets in Each Part
of the Region.

Promote a Bal ance of Jobs and Wrkers in Each
Part of the Region.

Create Regional Town Centres.

Provide a Transit-Oriented Transportation System
Linking Residential Areas, Regional Town Centres,
and Maj or Work Areas.

Protect and Devel op Regional Open Space.

o Regi onal Planning Function Renmoved in 1983 (Bill 6).
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March 1989

April-June 1989

July 1989

Decenber 1989 -
April 1990

July 1990
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REVITALIZING THE REQ ONAL STRATEGY

"The

Li vabl e Region - A Strategy For the

1990's" (Draft)

Review by GVRD Minicipalities

District of Surrey Response

Trend scenario not realistic

Popul ation projections?

Shift in population

Goal s and sub-strategies too vague
Sust ai nabl e devel opnent, waste
managemnent

Future of agricultural [and?
Second maj or regional centre south of
the Fraser

I n'PI enent ation?

[ nformation program

Board Adopts Seven Livability Goals:

A Region in Nature

An Econonr of G owth and Change

Accessibility for People and Goods

An Equi tabl e Region

A Heal thy and Safe Regi on

A RB?IOH of Diversity and Vitality
ficient Region

"Choosing Qur Future" Public Consultation
Process

New Regi onal Strategy



REG ONAL CHALLENGE SEM NAR ON URBAN MOBI LI TY
DECEMBER 6, 1989

. ostacles:  Geography, nultiple jurisdictions

. Transportation problemis a | and use problem
(coordinate)

. Subdi vi sion design not suitable for transit

. Need to inprove goods novenent system

. Need for regional transportation plan

. Is "living close to work" a realistic objective, given
households with nultiple wage earners?

. Need to match housing with jobs

o : irr\liioaéance of nmobility/accessibility to independent
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REG ONAL CHALLENGE SEM NAR ON URBAN MOBILITY, Cont*d.

Presentation by Ken Orski, Urban Mbility Corporation

o Cannot build our way out
. 3 strategies:
. I ncremental expansion of road capacities

Reducing travel denmand _
Control ling pace of devel opnent ("adequate public
facilities ordinances")

. Private investnent (toll roads)
. Approaches to managi ng denand:

Ret hi nk concept/expectation of unlimted nobility
Gasol i ne taxes

H gher parking costs

Fl ex-time

: Dedi cated bus |ines

. MQOV. |anes
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REG ONAL CHALLENGE SEM NAR ON THE ENVI RONMENT

JANUARY 12, 1990

° | ssues:

. L] L] o L] L] L] -

Aut omobi | e em ssions (80% of air pollution)
burrard Thernmal Plant (nitrogen oxides)
Burrard Inlet petrochenical 1ndustry

| ncreased tanker traffic (oil spills)
Hazar dous wast es/ dangerous goods

Met hane gas from landfills

Conflicts between urban uses, ALR wldlife
Security and purity of drinking water

. Sol uti ons:

Pol lution controls - zero effluent

Motor vehicle testing; alternate fuels
Reduce need for autonobile

Econom ¢ support/nmarketing prograns for |ocal
farners

Envi ronnental assessnent procedures

. Treat cause, not synptom  consumerism vs. sustainable
devel opnent
. Cost of environmental protection, wllingness to pay?
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REG ONAL CHALLENGE SEM NAR ON THE ENVI RONMENT, Cont'd.

Presentation by Dan Harvey, i matol ogi st

. The Greenhouse Effect: Cimate warmng, increased
precipitation, rising sea levels

. Miuni ci pal Initiatives:

. District heating _

. Building permits - energy conservation
Energy audits
Public transit, bicycles, walking

. Need for regional open space plan
. Protect natural areas fromurban encroachnent
. Qutdoor recreation a cultural trademark
(Supernatural B.C.)
. Automobile is No. 1 threat to livability/environment
. Earth Day - no use of autonobiles?!
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REG ONAL CHALLENGE SEM NAR ON
A HEALTHY REG ON, AN AG NG REG ON
JANUARY 26, 1990

. | ssues
. Fi nanci al squeeze (1/3 provincial budget)
. Shortage of health care professionals
: Focus on hospital planning vs. community health
care
Dei nstitutionalization w thout adequate support
servi ces
Qpposition to group homes
. Sol utions
. Shift fromtreatnent to prevention
. Qut patient/home care: adult day care, granny
flats
. Coor di nati on anobngst comunity service groups and
hospitals at local level
. Design for independent |iving
: Trai ning and support for caregivers
. Public education: Attitudes/expectations re

universality and entitlenent
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REG ONAL CHALLENGE SEM NAR ON A HEALTHY REG ON,
AN AG NG REG ON, Cont'd.

Presentation by Dr. lan Mrrison, Institute for the Future

. Canada has a relatively good health care system
cost, access, quality

. Mpj or inpact of aging: Demand for nursing hone and
hone care (75 years & over)

o Real cause of health care inflation - expanding
t echnol ogi cal services

o Canada's system of a public nmonopoly on the paynent
system for health care has contributed to keeping down
costs.
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REG ONAL CHALLENGE SEMINAR ON URBAN DESI GN

FEBRUARY 19, 1990

Critique of Suburban Design

Aut onobi | e ori ent ed/ dependent

Densities too |ow and and energy consunptive
No identity; lack of public places;

no edges
| nappropriate housing forns

Househol d Types (USA, 1980's)

51% si ngl e persons
22% singl e parents
only 27% married couples
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REG ONAL CHALLENGE SEM NAR ON URBAN DES|I G\, Cont-d.

Presentation by Doug Kel baugh, Director, Architecture
Departnent, University of Washington

o Proposed a "new' nodel for suburban design: pedestrian
pockets
e Key features of pedestrian pockets:

. Low rise, high density housing, 20-25 upa

: M xed use "Miin Street"

. Light rail transit line

: Regi onal shopping mall or computerized offices
(1 mllion square feet)

. 50 - 100 acres

. Simlar to town centre concept, but nore
pedestrian-oriented

. Metrotown: not a great success. Public spaces
privately controlled, auto oriented.

. Livabl e Region Strategy: distinguish between town
centres (size, character). Regional open space plan
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REG ONAL CHALLENGE SEM NAR ON COSMOPCLI TAN CULTURE
FEBRUARY 9, 1990

. "Regi onal Social Issues: Considerations for the
Livabl e Region Strategy" (SPARC

. Regi onal popul ation is becom ng nore nul ticul tural
(Vancouver, Burnaby, R chnond)

o Maj or countries of origin, 1974-78: USA, Britain;
bet ween 1984-88: the mgjor sources were Hong Kong and

I ndi a

. Problens: increasing racism need for services (ESL,
counsel ling, enploynent training)

. Next 5 - 10 years critical in dealing with race
rel ations

. Possi bl e nuni ci pal actions:

. Mul ticultural policy (OCP)
: Mul ticul tural events

. Public education ?rograrrs

. Consul tation in planning/civic affairs

Need to enphasi ze benefits of immgration:

. Economic growth (cheap source of |abour)
. Diversity and interest (enriches our lives)
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REG ONAL CHALLENGE SEM NAR ON CHANG NG PUBLI C VALUES

FEBRUARY 23, 1990

Conmments of Seminar Participants

A new "Counter Culture" opposed to or against things

Soci al Conscience of 1970's + G eed Ethic of 1980's =
Sel fish Conscience of 1990's (N MBY)

Agi ng of Popul ation - conservatism of val ues,
entrenchnment of attitudes

Econom ¢ and Environnmental Stress + Rapid
Change/ Gowh - increasing intolerance

Val ues of immgrants will play inportant'role in
shaping region's future

Emergi ng activismmlitance - growi ng demand for open
governnent , a local perestroika
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REG ONAL CHALLENGE SEM NAR ON CHANG NG PUBLI C VALUES, Cont'd.

Presentation by Al an Gregg,.Decima Resear ch

. Ur ban i ssues paranount in 1990's
. "Manhattanization" of Canadian cities
0 Denographic factors and trends that will shape

attitudes and values in the 1990's and beyond:

1. Baby Boomers - born 1946 - 1964. Hal | marks:
wel | - educat ed, disloyal, distrustful, predisposed
to experinentation.

2. Wonen - increased participation in work force.

3. Aging Of Population - popul ation pyramd wll be
inverted by 2020.

4, Immigration - shift from Europe to Asia as
predoni nant source.

. Emerging Attitudes and Val ues

1 Crash of expectations/cynicism

2. Loss of faith - in traditional institutions and
sol utions

3. Qpposition - to growh and change
4. Cocooni ng - response to stress

5. Quality vs. quantity

. Maj or urban issues of 1970's: i nfrastructure,
housing, public facilities

° Maj or urban issues of 1990's: social and
environmental (decline in nmoral fibre, social fabric,
horel essness, poverty, crime, illegal drugs,
pol lution) - Mre difficult to solve.
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REG ONAL CHALLENGE SEM NAR ON COMMUNI TY LI FE

MARCH 1, 1990

. 5 Challenges of Community Life:

1. Municipalization of social service
responsibilities (wthout funding)

2. Pol ari zation of |abour market - skilled/unskilled

3. Pol ari zation of human services - public/private

4. Ambi val ence and di strust of governnent

5. Increase in single parent and all parent working
famlies

. M/t h of adequacy
. Recommended acti ons:

L. Longer hours of service

2. Availability w thout stigma

3. Better use of existing community facilities
. Still not a livable region for wonen

. Young adults (18 - 24 years) disenchanted/
di senfranchi sed
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PUBLI C ATTI TUDES SURVEY
(DR WALTER HARDW CK)

. First survey 1973; second survey 1989

. 1, 350 househol ds interviewed
. Fi ndi ngs:
1. Sonme | ssues Environnmental concerns top

2. Gender Differences

3. WIllinaness to Pav

4. Gover nnent

5. Wrk and Hone
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priority, followed by housing
and health care

Wnen rates these issues

hi gher: affordabl e housi ng,
day care, assistance to

hormel ess, housing for elderly

Yes to tolls, user fees, but
no to taxes on incone,
general property

56% had no confidence in
1973; 70% had no confi dence
in 1989

53% said where | work does
not i nfluence where 1 |live.




CHOOSING OUR FUTURE FORUM

. March 9 - 10, 1990
. Robson Square Conference Centre

o Attendance - 450 persons

SUMVATI ON (Ken Cameron, GVRD)

The Vision

. A region in nature that welcomes newconers, that
cares, that is self reliant.

Eval uati on

. Li vabl e Region Plan was successful, has made a
difference

o Environnent is a critical issue

. Cannot pay or buy our way out

. Need for action now _

. Public insistence on inclusion

The Choices W Have Made

1. W want to manage growth (not stop it)

2. Local and regional governments will be the primary
actors
3. W will encourage alternatives to private autonobile

The Choices W Need to Make

1 How will we conserve our |and base? (densification
ALR nountain sl opes)

How can we inprove environmental nmanagenment

Wat will we do to enhance our suburban environnments?
What is the best structure of the town centre

hi erarchy?

How wi || we provide affordable housing?

What constitutes a sustainable environnent?

How can we encourage people to work close to hone?

Wiat changes to authority and structure of governnent
are required?
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CLOSI NG REMARKS

. A val uabl e and enlightening process
. Confirmation of issues
o Reaffirmati on of goals and val ues

o Re-thi nking of strategy

° Devel opi ng consensus
. Support for regional planning/cooperation
. Useful information base and context for proceeding

with major review of Surrey's OCP

. Econom c¢ future (know edge industry) is dependent on
maintaining livability

. Comunity meetings (6) March and April

. July 1990 target date for revised Livable Region
Strategy
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SURREY ACTI ONS ON THE LI VABLE REG ON

. Transportation planning for the bicycle in Surrey?

. Promotion of Whalley as Second Gty.

. I ncorporate ESA study into devel opment approva
process.

. Revisit OCP concept of |ow density suburban areas

. Ret hi nk subdi vi si on design - mx of housing.

U Resol ve secondary suite issue.

e Expand social planning function

. Reaffirm policies/future of ALR

° Define role of Surrey in Region in OCP

. Establish local area planning conmttees.
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