
 

A national research and  
innovation partner
With research facilities and expert staff in every province, for over 100 years the National 
Research Council of Canada (NRC) has been helping businesses and government. 
We  partner with over 800 companies a year, applying research and development (R&D) 
to their pressing challenges and opportunities.  We provide advice and funding through 
our Industrial Research Assistance Program to over 7,500 small and medium enterprises.  
The NRC supports industrial innovation, the advancement of knowledge, and government 
priorities, including Canada’s inclusive Innovation and Skills Plan.

Our research programs and 
collaboration opportunities 
span a broad spectrum of activities 
and business models, and enable 
our partners to accelerate their 
commercial development timelines. 
Working closely with our partners 
provides us with important insights 
into emerging strategic needs and 
future requirements for new research 
and technology capabilities.

Our technical and advisory 
services help businesses find 
innovative ways to overcome limited 
workforce resources, accelerating 
design cycles and identifying and 
overcoming product performance 

limits. Our specialized services  
range from testing and certifications 
to calibration, prototyping, demon-
strations, scale-up and consulting.

Our licensing opportunities 
allow Canadian industry partners 
to access our intellectual property, 
technology, knowledge, and 
 know-how to attract investment and 
move more quickly to market-ready 
solutions that will drive revenue 
and increase commercial value.



Our research facilities enable 
innovative businesses to pursue 
leading-edge R&D opportunities in 
Canada, while lowering the risks 
associated with R&D and accelerat-
ing product development. Areas of 
R&D include aerospace engineering 
and manufacturing, astronomy, 
high-throughput DNA sequencing, 
photonics, biotechnology and 
nanotechnology—to name a few. 

Our Industrial Research 
Assistance Program (IRAP) 
provides small and medium-sized 
enterprises (SMEs) in Canada with 
the advisory services and financial 
support they need to build their 
capacity in technology and innova-
tion, and commercialize successfully 
in the global marketplace. Annually, 
IRAP supports over 10,000 SMEs, 
funds 2,500 innovative projects, 
and facilitates linkages with 

 universities, Canadian organizations, 
funding programs and potential 
business partners.

As Canada’s largest 
 research and development 
organization, the NRC:
 › Aims for research excellence 
in disruptive technologies to 
foresee and address Canada’s 
critical challenges;

 › Increases collaboration with 
regional ecosystems and  
post-secondary institutions;

 › Delivers innovative policy 
 solutions for government; and

 › Builds international research 
collaborations to help SMEs 
better access global value chains 
in those markets.

The NRC’s full suite of expertise, services and facilities can be accessed across various 
areas of specialization:
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 › Advanced Electronics 
and Photonics

 › Aerospace

 › Aquatic and Crop 
Resource Development

 › Astronomy and 
Astrophysics

 › Automotive and 
Surface Transportation

 › Construction

 › Digital Technologies 

 › Energy, Mining and 
Environment

 › Human Health 
Therapeutics

 › Metrology

 › Medical Devices

 › Nanotechnology

 › Ocean, Coastal and 
River Engineering

 › Security and Disruptive 
Technologies


