


Figure 8.11
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Seasonal fluctuations in the number of Mallard males on small and
large lakes in 1980 and 1981.
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GREEN-WINGED TEAL
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Figure 8.l2 Seasonal fluctuations in the number of Green-winged Teal males on
small and large lakes in 1980 and 1981.
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BLUE-WINGED TEAL 1880
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Figure 8.13 Seasonal fluctuations in the number of Blue-winged Teal males on
small and large lakes in 1980 and 198l.
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AMERICAN WIGEON 1980
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Figure 8.14 Seasonal fluctuations in the number of American Wigeon males on
small and large lakes in 1980 and 1981.
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reflected this pattern. Migrating American Wigeons appear to favour large lakes over smaller ones in the
study area.
E) Ring-necked Duck
'In 1980, fluctuations in numbers of Ring-necked Duck males were similar on small and large lakes in

late April and early May (Fig. 8.15), the number of males decreasing between April 25 and May 7. In early
June, however, the number of male Ring-necked Ducks increased on large lakes, while decreasing on
small lakes. This may reflect males concentrating on some large molting lakes.

In 1981, patterns differed with an increase in the number of males on large lakes between April 27 and
29 bul a significant decrease during the séme period on small lakes (Fig. 8.15). The departure of migrants
between April 29 and May 10 was obvious on both lake sizes. Patterns in June 1981 differed from those
of 1980 with an increase in the number of males on both types of lake. However, the decrease observed
between June 19 and July 8 on small lakes but not on large lakes strengthened the hypothesis that large
lakes are preferred by Ring-necked Duck males for their moilt.
F)- Scaup

Fluctuations in the number of Scaup males was similar on small and large lakes both in 1980 and 1981
(Fig. 8.16). The departure of spring migrants was obvious on both types of lakes and the increase in the
number of males in early July 1981 occurred on both small and large lakes.
G) Bufflehead

The departure of spring migrants and the departure of Bufflehead males from the study area was clear
on both small and large lakes in both years (Fig. 8.17). Of interest, is an increase in the number of males
in late May, - early June on large lakes, coupled with a decrease of similar magnitude on small lakes. It
suggests a movement of birds from small to large lakes.
H) Barrow’s Goldeneye

In 1980, fluctuation patterns in the number of males was similar in late April and early May on smalil and
large lakes (Fig. 18). Numbers of males were equally abundant on these lakes. As with Bufflehead, there

was an increase on large lakes coupled with a similar decrease on small lakes in the number of males in
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RING-NECKED DUCK 1980
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Figure 8.l5 Seasonal fluctuations in the number of Ring-necked Duck males on
small and large lakes in 1980 and 1981.
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SCAUP 1980
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Figure 8.16 Seasonal fluctuations in the number of Scaup males on small and
large lakes in 1980 and 1981.
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BUFFLEHEAD 1980
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Figure 8.17 Seasonal in the number of Bufflehead males on small and large lakes
in 1980 and 1981.
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BARROW'S GOLDENEYE 1980

300
250
Y *\
g 200 : A
E
5 .
O 160 < ~w—t
F
%
10
N 0
E
S
50 S
lllIIIIIIIllllllllllllllllllKllLl
APRIL 156 MAY 1 MAY 156 JUNE 1 JUNE 15 JULY 1 JULY 15
DATE
—— SMALL LAKES —+ LARGE LAKES
BARROW'S GOLDENEYE 1981
250
200 ///k\\
N
U
M
g
150
R
@]
F
M 100
A
L
E
S
50
olllllllllIIIIlILLlIllliIllllIlIIlIIll
APRIL 15 MAY 1 MAY 15 JUNE 1 JUNE 15 JULY 1, JULY 15

DATE

—— SMALL LAKES —+ LARGE LAKES

Figure 8.18 Seasonal fluctuations in the number of Barrow's Goldeneye males on
small and large lakes in 1980 and 1981l.
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mid May and early June, indicating that large lakes are used for staging before the departure toward
molting areas.

In 1981, 'there were fewer males on small lakes than on large ones (Fig. 18). Numbers of males
remained stable from late April to mid May on small lakes but increased on large lakes. The departure of

males for their molting areas was detected on both small and large lakes.

8.2 Annual fluctuations in numbers
A) Mallard

In all years more Mallards were seen on lakes <6 ha than on the larger lakes of the study area
(Fig. 8.21). Yearly fluctuations in the number of males were similarly monitored on large and small lakes.
B) American Wigeon

Unlike Mallards, American Wigeon males were more numerous on the larger lakes of the study area
(Fig. 8.21). However, as with Mallards, counts of males on small and large lakes reflected similar yearly
fluctuations.
C) Barrow’s Goldeneye

There were slightly more male Barrow’s Goldeneye on large lakes than on small ones, but the
differences varied between years (Fig. 8.22). Yearly fluctuations differed between small and large lake
counts: counts on small lakes indicated a decrease in the number of Barrow’s Goldeneye from 1980 to
. 1982, whereas counts on large lakes indicated the reverse. The increase in the number of males from 1983
to 1984 on large lakes was not detected on small lakes.
D) Bufflehead

Like Barrow’s Goldeneye, Bufflehead drakes were more numerous on large lakes than on small ones

(Fig. 8.22). Yearly fluctuations differed between the two sizes of lake, being more variable on large lakes.
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Figure 8.21
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Annual fluctuations in the number of Mallard and American Wigeon

males on small and large lakes.
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Figure 8.22
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Yearly fluctuations in the number of Barrow's Goldeneye and
Bufflehead males on small and large lakes.
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