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Hot, Dry Weather Fuels Forest Fires 
in the Yukon and British Columbia 

A continuation of the bo'9 dry we.athez 
touch~ off numerous forest fires in many 
areas of the Yukon and British Columbia, 
while in other areas, the risk of fire is now 
rated as high to extteme. 

Across 1hc Yukon, tt.eord-breaking 
beat and smoke characterized the third 
week of the month. By mid-week, a ridge 
of high pressure dominating the Yukon 
produced 39 tied er broken daily maxi
mmn temperatures between the 19th and 
22nd The hot spot for the week was Mayo 
with 32·c on the 21st, breaking the daily 
maximum of 28'C established in 1982. 
Smoke from 29 forest fires made for very 
uncomfonable conditions aaoss the cen
bal and nonhem pans of the Yukon. The 
aaid smoke caused residents of Old Crow 
IO be evacuated over the wt.ekcnd. By the 
end of the week, 16 fires were under ob
servation and 13 fires were being fought. 
There have been 90 fires so far this year 
(destroying 52,317 hectares of forest), 
compared IO the 171 fires which ragea 
across the Yukon in 1989. 

Across B.C. the threat m fcrest fires 
was modaate to high with extreme condi
tions in a few arcu u indicated on the 
map. 1bere were 161 fires bmning ~ 
the province by the end of die wes, with 
only two oat of conttol. So far this year, 
1here have been 816 fires claiming 4.537 
bedares of foresL 

Prairie Agriculture Generally 
Good 

Crop conditions are genenilly rated as 
good across the Prairies. Significant im
provemen~ have taken place along the 

while southwestern B.C., Alberta, and On
tario can anticipate temperatures of 2· to 
s·c above nonnal. Precipitation is likely 
across the Yukon, B.C., Alhena, the east
ern half of Quebec, and the Atlantic 
region. 

northern border between Alberta ..,F_IR_E_S_fTU_A_JI_O_N_J-UL:-~-1-6-_22_1_990 ___ _,. 

and Saskatchewan from Cold 
Lake to Vegreville, Alta., to Big
gar, Sask. Parts of southe.astem 
Alhena, the southern border 
region of Alberta and Sas
katchewan and southwestern Sas
katchewan have reported aop 
stress due to a lack of moisture in 
the soil. Soil moisture reserves are 
well below nonnal in the 
Lethbridge and Brooks areas of 
Albezta and the Saskatoon, 
Wynyard and Kindersley 8le$ of 
Saskatcltewan. Isolated thundec
stonns caused severe hail and 
wind damage in pans of southem 
Saskatchewan on the 16th. 

Hot weather s'1ifts 
into the Prairies. •• 
For the week of July 30, above
normal tempentures are expected 
for all of Canada except nr.ar to 
slightly below-normal tempem
tures are expected fm- the Arctic 
IsJands. · Manitoba and Sas
katchewan may soar to tempera
aures of s· to 1·c above normal, 
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DEPARTURE FROM NORMAL 
OF 

MEAN TEMPERATURE 
c•c, 

JULY 18 • 22, 1990 

July 16 to 22, 1990 ~ 

I 

Weekly nonnaJ 
temperatures re) -- t 

max. min. 

Wbltebone A 19 .8 8.1 
Iqaluit A 11.9 4.2 
Yellowknife A 21.S 12.S 
Vancouver lnt'I A 22.2 12.9 
Victoria lnt'I A 22.1 11.1 
Calgary lnt'I A 24.0 9.9 
Edmonton lnt'I A 22.6 9 .3 
Regina A 27 .0 12.2 
Saskatoon A 26.2 12.1 
Winnipeg lnt'l A 26.7 14.0 
Ottawa lnt'I A 26.8 15.S 
Toronto (Pearson lnt'I A) 27.S 15.0 
Montrfal lnt'l A 26.9 16.3 
Qufbec A 25.S 13.9 
Fredericton A 26.2 13.6 
Saint John A 22.7 12.0 
Halifax (Sbearwater) 22.3 13.S 
Charlottetown A 23.2 14.2 
Goose A 21.3 10.2 
St John's A 20.4 11.1 

Weekly temperature and precipitation extremes 

Maximum 
temperature re) 

Minimum 
te"1)erature re) 

Heaviest 
precipitation (mm) 
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TOTAL PRECIPITATION 
(mm) 

JULY 16 - 22, 1990 

SOIL MOISTURE INDEX 
PER CENT OF WATER 
HOLDING CAPACITY 

JULY 22, 1990 
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V111101NIA - WA 
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Site day pH 

18 4.0 
19 3.3 

Dorset• 15 4 .. 2 
17 4.6 
19 4.6 
20 4.5 

CbalkRlver 15 4.3 
19 4.4· 
20 4.9 

Sutton 15 4.4 
17 3.8 
19 3.8 
20 4.3 

Montmcnncy 15 4.7 
16 4.9 
17 4.8 
11 4.3 
20 4.9 

KeJlmkuJlk 20 3.6 
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ACID RAIN 

The reference map Oeft) ~ows the locations 
of sampling ~tes. where the acidity of precipita
tion is monitored. All are opezated by Environ
ment Cana4a except ~t (*), which is a 
res~ch station operated by the Ontario Minis
try of the Enviromnent The map also shows the 
approximate areas (shaded), where S(h and 
NOll emissions are greatest. 

· The table below gives the wee.kly report sum
marizing the acidity ( or pH) of the acid rain or 
mow that fell at the collection sites, and a 
description of the path travelled by the moisture 
laden air. Environmental damage to lakes and 
streams is mually observed in sensitive areti 

regularly receiving precipitation with pH read
ings less than 4. 7, while pH readings less than 
4.0 are serious. 

amount • path to site July 15 to 21, 1990 air 

2 .R • ;. •.. Kentucky, Indiana, Ohio, Ontario 
6 R . . . . • Kentucky. Indiana, Ohio, Ontario 

5 R ..... Nonh Carolina, Virginia. Ontario, West Virginia, Pennsylvania 
3 R .••.• Missouri. Illinois, Michigan. Ontario 

19 R . · .••• Illinois, ln4iana. Michigan. Ontario 
6 R . . . . • Michigan. Ontario 

7 R •••.• Nonh Carolina, Virginia, West Virginia, Permsylvania, Southern Ontario 
7 R • • • • • Michigan. Ontario 
1 R • • • • • Michigan.~ 

4 ·R ••••. New Jersey, Pennsylvania, New York 
9 R • • . . • Pennsylvania, Southern Ontari~. New York 
6 R • · • • • • Ohio, Pennsylvania, New York 

18 R • • • • • Southern Ontario 

8 R · ••••• New Jersey, Pennsylvania, ·New Yark. Southern Quebec 
11 R • • • • • ~outhem Ontario, Southern Quebec 
6 R • • • • • Southern Ontario, Southern Quebec 

17 R . • • • • • N'ew York. Soulhem Ontario, Southern Quebec 
5 R . . • . . Ontari. Quebec 

2 R • . • • • New Yark. New England 

r = rain (mm), s = snow (cm), m = mixed rain and snow (mm) 
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ltlllllllll1llliill llf:lli illiiliil1i[i:1Ji i llliil~: ~11:1r1~,f~~lftM/lj~~~;; ;~iJJ;;;;ili 
British Columbia Ontario I 

'Cape St James . . . . . . 14P IP 19P llP OP•• • 300 76 ·Big Trout Lake . . . . . . 17 0 ,26 11 32 ••• 280 54 
CranbrookA . . . . . . . 19 0 30 7 0 ••• 270 39 GoreBayA . . . . . . . 20 0 26 13 3 ••• 190 37 
Fort Nelson A . . . . . ... 18 2 31 7 o ••• 310 35 Kapuskuing A . . . . . . 18P lP 28P 7P 1P••• 240 so 
Fort St John A 15 -1 27 8 26 ••• 030 48 KeimaA ... 18 -2 26 12 11 ••• 310 41 . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
KamloopsA . . . . . . . . 22 1 34 12 0 ••• 280 37 LordonA . . . . . . . . 21 0 29 13 28 ••• 310 82 
PentictonA . . . . . . . 22P IP 32P llP t P••• 200 48 Moosonee . • . . . . . . 17 1 29 1 9 ••• 240 41 
Port Hardy A . . . ,. . . . 16 2 25 ·9 0 ••• 321 46 North Bay A • . . . . . . 20P lP 26P 14P t7P••• 220 41 
Prince George A . . . . . 15 0 28 4 6 ••• 260 41 Ottawa Int' l A . . . . . • 23 2 32 16 65 ••• 210 54 
Prince Rupert A . . . . . . 15 2 26 8 2 ••• X PetawawaA . . . . . . . 21 1 30 13 17 ••• 250 46 
Revelstoke A . . • . . . • 21 2 30 11 0 ••• 190 72 Pickle Lake . . . . . . . . 17 -1 25 11 9 ••• 310 35 
Smithen A . . . . . . . . 15 1 30 2 7 ••• X Red Lake A . . . . . . . 16 -3 25 10 18 ••• 300 52 
Vancouver lnt91 A . . .. . . 20 2 30 13 0 ••• · 290 57 Sudbury A .· . . . . . . . 20 1 28 11 2 ••• 220 41 
Victoria lnt'l A . . . . . . 19 . 2 32 8 0 ••• X Thunder Bay A . . . . . . 18 -1 27 10 39 ••• 090 6S 
Williams Lake A 15 · 0 29 6 1 ••• X Timmins A 19 1 28 7 12 ••• 270 6S . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Toronto(Pearson·1nt·1 A) . 22 1 30 14 38 ••• 280 74 
Yukon Territory Trenton A . . . . . . . . 22 0 28 13 27 ••• 230 46 
Komakuk Beach A . . . . 14 7 24 6 19 ••• X WiartonA . . . . . . . . 20 1 29 13 23 ••• 230 .61 
Teslin(aut) 17P • 28P 7P ISP••• X Windsor A 23 0 31 16 34 ••• 240 6S . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • 
Watson Lake A . . . . . . 17 2 31 6 32 ••• 270 67 
Whitehorse A . . . . . . . 17 3 30 6 5 ••• 320 54 Qufbec 

Bagotville A . . . . . . . 20 2 29 12 17 ••• 300 ·52 
Northwest Territories Blanc Sablon A 13 • 18 6 10 ••• 080 41 . . . . . 
Alert . . . . . . . . . . . . 4P OP 13P -3P 4P 1 210 69 lnukP.JakA .. . . . . . . 10 0 20 3 23 ••• 060 48 
BakerLabA 10 -2 20 3 34 ••• 060 52 KuuJjuaqA . . 12 0 24 -1 1 ••• 070 33 . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Cambridge Bay A 9 1 17 3 4 ••• 330 56 Kuu,ijuarapik A 11 1 24 3 33 ••• 170 35 . . . . . . . . . . . 
Cape Oya A . . . . . . . BP 3P 16P 2P OP 9 X Maniwaki . . . . .. . . . 21 2 29 · 11 8 ••• 160 43 
Clyde A . . . . . . . . . . 8 3 20 1 0 ••• 200 41 Mont Joli A . . . . . . . 20 2 27 11 22 ••• 240 57 
Coppennine A • . . . . . 12 4 23 4 17 ••• 310 48 Montr~ lnt' l A . . . . . 23 2 30 17 49 • • • 300 85 
Coral Harbour A 9 -1 18 3 7 ••• 070 56 Natashquan A 14P -lP 21P BP 4p••• 290 46 . . . . . . . . . . . 
Eureka . . . . . . . . . . . 6 0 11 2 4 ••• 190 57 Quebec A . . . . . . . . . 21 1 29 12 44 ••• 300 63 
FonSmilhA . . . . . . . 16 -1 31 8 4 ~·· X Scheff erville A . . . . . . 14 2 24 6 40 ••• 260 41 
Hall Beach A 7 2 17 2 11 ••• 310 61 Sept-lies A 16 1 24 10 24 ••• 080 48 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
InuvikA . . . . . . . . . . 19 4 27 10 6 ••• 300 35 Sherbrooke A . . . . . . 20 2 28 14 58 ••• 230 33 <, ~aluitA . . . . . . . . . . 8 0 21 1 2 ••• X Val-d'Or A . . . . . . . . 19 2 27 9 13 ••• 230 46 

ouldBay A . . . . . . . 3 0 13 0 2 ••• 280 56 
Norman Wells A . . . . . 20 3 32 10 0 ••• X New Brumwlck 
Resolute A . . . . . . . . 4 0 10 0 16 ••• 020 so CharloA . . . . . . . . . 21P 3P 29P llP 2P••• 290 48 
Yellowknife A 18 1 27 11 1 ••• X ChalhamA 22 3 33 11 2 ••• 220 37 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Fredaicton A . . . . . . 22 2 31 11 2 ••• 290 44 
Alberta MonctonA . . . . . . . . 22 3 31 11 0 ••• 330 59 
Calgary lnt' l A . . . . . . 14 -4 25 4 24 ••• 030 54 Saint John A . . . . . . . 20 3 29 11 2 • • • 230 41 
Cold Lab A . . . . . . . 14 -4 24 8 23 • •• 030 50 
Edmonton Namao A . . . 14 -4 25 6 10 ••• 270 44 Nova Scotia 
Fort McMurray A . . . . . 15 -2 29 5 2 ••• X Greenwood A . . . . . . -24 4 32 14 15 ••• 260 63 
High Level A • . 15 -1 29 3 1 ••• 350 43 Shearwater A 21 4 31 13 4 ••• 250 43 . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Jaspel' ••••• . . . . . . 14 -2 28 4 16 ••• X ~dneyA . . . . . . . . . 20 2 32 11 8 ••• 260 46 
Lethbridge A • 15 -4 28 6 3 ••• 320 57 annouthA 19 2 26 14 1 ••• 230 39 . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Medicine Hat A . . . . . . 17 -4 28 6 22 • • • 030 39 
Peace River A . . . . . . . 15 .:.1 26 7 5 ••• X Prince Edward Island 

Charlottetown A . . . . . 22 3 29 13 3 ••• 260 41 
Saskatchewan SummenideA 23 3 30 15 1 ••• 210 so . . . . . • 
Creel.ab . . . . . . . . . 14 -2 27 8 7 ••• 290 37 
Estevan A . . . . . . . . . 16 -5 29 4 8 ••• 320 56 Newfoundland 
LaRongeA . . . . . . . . 16 -1 27 8 13 ••• 330 41 Cartwright .•. . . . . . 9 -4 19 4 14 ••• X 
ReginaA . . . . . . . . . 16 -4 27 7 0 ••• 320 63 · Churchill Falls A . . . . . 14P OP 26P 6P 36P••• 300 33 
Sask11oanA . . . . . . . . 15 -4 27 5 6 ••• 310 41 Gander lnt'l A . . . . . . 16 0 25 6 24 ••• 320 46 
Swift Current A . . . . . . 15 -4 27 5 4 ••• 320 39 Goose A . . . • . . . . . 12 -4 22 6 29 ••• X 
YorlctonA 15 -4 27 6 11 ••• 290 44 Port Aux Basques 14P OP 21P 9P 18P••• 090 46 . • • . . . . . . . • . . 

St John's A . • • • • . . . 15 0 26 6 2 ••• 160 52 
Manitoba StLawrence . • • • . . . 15 · 2 22 8 35 ••• ' y 

Brandon A . . . . . . . • 16 -4 26 7 3 ••• 350 78 Wabush L•~~fi ,. 1 ronmer~f La~aa1- tnv1ronnernent 
Churchill A • . . . . . . . 12 -1 23 7 8 ••• 330 56 
LymLabA . . . . . . . 16 0 27 9 15 • • • 310 48 

PERSPECTIVES ThePuA . . . . . . . . . 17 -2 28 8 3 ••• 340 39 CLIMATIC 
ThompsonA . . . . . . . 15 -1 28 3 8 ••• 290 56 
Winnipeg lnt'l A . . . . . 18 -2 27 11 10 ••• 030 50 

1 ''"' No: 1"")9 Date: 900722 
Vol: L ..:.. 

mean. mean weekly temperature, ·c ptot • weekly precipitalk ( (~ mu • maximum weekly temperature, ·c It • snow thickness or 1005959D 
min minimum weekly temperature, ·c dlr drection of max wi ""I • • REI= L 
anom. mean temperature anomaly ' ·c VII • wind speed in km OTM tJ lCJit U g 5 


