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Northern communities salute spring! 

After the stormy, dark days of winter, 
northerners are celebrating the 
arrival of spring. This time of year is 
the sunniest period of the year, with 
longer days and "cabin fever" sering 
in. All communities hold a spring fair 
or carnival, which consists of games 
such as dog, snowshoe, cross-country 
ski races, ice sculpturing, snowmobile 
activities , dances and western-style 
barbecues, featuring delicacies such 
as moose and caribou. 

On the weekend of 27th, two big events 
Look place in the Northwest Territories: 
Yellowknife's Caribou Festival and one 
of the last cross-country ski meets this 
season. The weather was very comfort
able for the ski competition. However, the 
snow surf ace hardened by refreezing, irri
tated the paws of some sled-dogs. Unfor
tunately, the celebration of the Snow Golf 
Competition in Fort Providence, on the 
3rd , was cancelled due to a major spring 
snowstorm , which dumped about 20 cm of 
snow. 

Another major annual event is the 
Yukon Quest dog race. Top North Ameri
can dog m ushers compete in a 1600 km 
dog sled race between Fairbanks, Alaska 
and Whitehorse, Yukon. 

Although the warm spell had caused 
the deterioration of the snow base in 
southern Yukon, mid-March. saw one of 
the most successful Arctic Winter Games 
yet. The grooming machines were brought 
in, and Learns from Alaska, Russia, Green
land, and western Canada competed at 
Whitehorse. 

More ·precipitation ... 

The week began with sunshine and record 
breaking daily maximum temperatures 
over the southern regions of British Col
umbia But, the warm weather. enticed 
mosquitoes to appear six weeks early! 
However, on Thursday, a moist frontal 
system slid southward, bringing in a 
cooler, unstable airmass in its wake. Sig
nificant amounts of snow fell in north
eastern British Columbia and southeastern 
Yukon. Fort Liard, Northwest Territories, 
received 31 cm on the 2nd, and a further 
14 cm the next day. The same stonn, 
which hit Fort Providence on the 3rd, 
dropped as much as 50 cm of snow in the 
area bordering Northwest Territories, the 
Yukon and British Columbia, resulting in 
the closure of the Alaska highway for a 
day and a half. 
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STATIONS 

Mean temperatures for March and April com
pared to weekJy mean temperatures for 

March 30 to April 05. 

A few low pressure systems, which 
slipped into the Prince Rupen area a gave 
weekly precipitation total of 173.1 mm, 
exceeding the normal weekJy value by 
more than 130 mm. 

A look ahead. .. 

For the week of April 13, above nonnal 
temperatures are expected for most. of the 
country except below normal tempera
tures are expected across nonhem Quebec 
and the Atlantic region. The warm core of 
air will persist across the southern Prairies 
where temperatures may be up to 1o·c 
above normal. Precipitation is likely 
across British Columbi~ the Yukon, the 
Mackenzie District of the Northwest Ter
ritories as well as the Atlantic region. 
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DEPARTURE FROM NORMAL 
MEAN TEMPERATURE 

(°C) 

MARCH 30 TO APRIL 5, 1992 

March 30 to April 5, 1992· 

Weekly nonnal 
temperatures r C) 

Whitehorse A 
Iqaluit A 
Yellowknife A 
Vancouver Int'I A 
Victoria lnt'l A 
Calgary Int'l A 
Edmonton Int'I A 
Regina A 
Saskatoon A 
Winnipeg Int'l A 
Ottawa Int' l A 
Toronto (Pearson Int'I A) 
Montreal lnt' I A 
Quebec A 
Fredericton A 
Saint John A 
Halifax (Shcarwater) 
Charlottetown A 
Goose A 
St John's A 

max. mm. 

2.8 
-12.5 

-6.9 
11.5 
11.8 

6.6 
4.2 
3.9 
3.3 
2.9 
5.7 
7.5 
5.9 
3.6 
6.2 
5.2 
5.7 
3.7 
0.5 
2.7 

-8.0 
-22.5 
-19.2 

3.8 
3.1 

-5.3 
-6.9 
-6.8 
-7.1 
-7.1 
-3.1 
-1.8 
-2.2 
-4.6 
-3.7 
-3.9 
-1.8 
-3.8 
-9.4 
-3.8 

Weekly temperature and precipitation extremes 

British Columbia . . . 
Yukon Territory .. . 
Northwest Territories 
Alberta 
...... .. 

Saskatchewan 
Manitoba 
Ontario 
Quebec 
New Brunswick 
Nova Scotia .. 
Prince Edward Island 
Newfoundland 
....... ... .. . 

Maximum 
temperature (°C) 

. . Kamloops A 28 

. . . Dawson A 8 
Fort Simpson A 10 
. . Lethbridge A 25 
. . ... .... 
Swift Current A 25 

. Gretna (aut) 13 

. . Windsor A 12 

. . . Maniwaki 9 
Fredericton A 12 
Greenwood A 9 

. Charlottetown A 7 

. Daniels Harbour 8 
St Lawrence 8 

Across The Country ... 

Highest Mean Temperature 
Lowest Mean Temperature 

92/03(30-92/04/05 

Minimum 
temperature (°C) 

Dease Lake -10 
Komakuk Beach A -31 

Eureka -44 
Calgary lnt'I A -10 

Fort McMurray A -10 
Collins Bay -17 
Churchill A -21 

Armstrong (aut) -23 
Kuujjuarapik A -25 

St-Leonard A -8 
Sydney A -3 

Charlottetown A -3 
Wabush Lake A -11 

Lytton (B.C.) 12 
Eureka (N.W .T.) -39 

Heaviest 
precipitation (mm) 

Prince Rupert A 173 
Watson Lake A 15 
Fort Simpson A 39 

Edmonton Inf I A 24 

Estevan A 7 
Lynn Lake A 7 

Windsor A 17 
Blanc Sablon A 31 

St-Leonard A 25 
Sydney A 41 

Charlottetown A 20 
Cartwright 53 
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ACID RAIN 
ALMW• - Al 
MlllAMAI - 1,14 

cc:NaCTICUT - co 
DU.AWME - Of 
fll.O'ltOA - n The reference map Oeft) shows the locations 
QIOIIGIA GA 
LUNOII - IL ' of umpling sites_ where the acidity of prccipita-
N:MMA - .. .["- tion is monitored. All are openled by Environ-IOWA - IA 

··-·· - u ', :\.....-· 
/ mau Cmwt, ac:ept Denet (•). which is a llDfTUCl{Y - '" L.GUa,IMA - LA . / reR.UCh swion opera1ed by the Ontario Minis-

IIAINI - - '" IMNfToaA - 111' / try of the F.nviromnent. The map mo shows the 
IIMTLANO - ., 

( approxirn1le areas (sbadM). where S()i and IIANACHUS[T Tl - 1111A 
aottQM - .. J I NOx emissions are greatest. UIIII.IOTA - .. ON ..... , - - I 1be table below pves the weekly report sum-~· - 110 1'I 
... Al«A .. mari7.in& the acidity ( or pH) of the acid rain or ... _.ICK - .. 

mow that fell at the collection Ii~ and a de-MWIIOIMDUNO - NF 
... HU IHMlf - NH saiption of the path travelled by the moisture MWaJIKY - NJ 
MWTOttll - NY lada1 air. Environmental damage ID lakes and 
NOIITH CAIIOUNA - NC 

\ NOIITH OMOTA - NO streams is usually obsaved in sensitive ~ 
NOVA ICOTIA - NS 

( OHIO OH IA regularly receiving p-ecipitation with pH read-
C)ltLAH()N& - ()t{ 

ings less than 4.7, while pH readings I~ than OWTMIO - OH 
NNNITL VANIA - ~A 

' 4.0 are serious. ,._..a EDWAIID ISLAND- " OUblC - OU 
MtOOllll.AND - ,11 
IOUTHCMOLINA - IC 
IOUTl4 DMOTA - IO 
Tll•IHIH - TN 
TUAI - TX 
vallONT - VT 
VIRGINIA - VA 
WEST VlflGINIA - WV 
WISCONI .. - ., 

' Site day pH amount • path to site air 

March 29 to April 4, 1992 
Longwoods 29 4.7 3 s Michigan 

31 5.2 7 s Wisconsin. Michigan 
01 4.4 3 s Lake Superior, Michigan 

Dorset• 31 4.6 1 s Lake Huron, northern Michigan 

~ Chalk River Data not available this week 

~ Sutton 01 3.9 8 M Eastern Ontario, northern New York 
02 4.7 2 s Central Quebec 
04 5.0 5 s Wes tern Quebec 

Montmorency 31 4.3 1 s Southern and west.em Quebec 
01 4.5 9 s Southtrn and western Quebec 

" 
Kejlmkujlk Data not available this wee.le 

I r=rain(mm). s=snow(cm), m=mixed rain and snow(mm) 
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Brltkb Columbia Ontario 
Blue River A . . . . . . . 6P 4P 21P -2P op••• X Gore Bay A . . . . . . . -2 -2 6 -13 I 13 280 44 
Cape St James . . . . . . . 7P IP 9P 4P 14P••• 200 56 Kapuwsing A . . . . . . -6 -2 4 -16 2 S6 340 '37 
Cranbrook A . . . . . . . I 4 22 -S 0 ••• 190 48 Kam-&A ......... -2 1 I -11 1 9 360 41 
Fort Nelson A .. .. ... 1 5 13 -7 14 24 160 35 LondonA . . . . . . . . 1 -2 9 -6 9 ... 320 S1 
Fort St Jolm A . . . . . . . 7P BP 20P -2P lP••• 250 72 Moosonee . ... .... -lOP -3P -2P -20P · OP 38 340 39 
Kamloops A .... .... 10 3 28 0 0 ••• 270 46 North Bay A . . . . . . . -3 -2 6 -9 1 31 280 32 
Penticton A . .. .. . .. 10 3 23 -3 3 ••• 170 56 Onawa lnt'l A . . . . . . 1 0 I -S 4 3 340 39 
Port Hardy A . . . . . ' . . I 2 16 1 24 ••• 270 3S PetawawaA . . . . . . . 0 0 9 -10 0 17 330 '37 
Prince George A . . . . . 6 4 22 -6 I••• 290 65 Pickle Lake . . . . . . . . -5 1 5 -16 I S2 360 so 
Prince Rupert A . . . . . . 7 3 12 2 173 ••• 140 52 RedLakeA . . . . . . . -2 2 10 -15 1 26 100 41 
Smithen A . . . . . . . . s 3 19 -4 7 ••• 160 74 Sudbury A . . . . . . . . -2 0 6 -9 0 2S X 
Vancouver lnt'I A . . . . . 10 3 22 4 4 ••• 270 48 Thunder Bay A .. . . . . 0 2 6 -9 2 1 310 43 
Victoria Int 'I A ... .. . 10 3 22 3 2 ••• 290 57 Timmins A . . . . . . . . -5 -1 5 -15 1 51 310 33 
Williams Lake A ..... 7 4 21 -5 0 1 210 52 Toronto(Pearson lnt'l A) . 2 -1 9 -5 4 ••• 340 S4 

Trenton A . . . . . . . . 2 -1 10 -4 2 1 310 56 
Yukon Territory WiartonA . . .... . . -1 -2 6 -5 6 1 360 32 
Komakuk Beach A . . . -20P 4P -13P -31P 7P 27 X WindwrA ... . .. . . 2 -3 12 -5 17 ••• 300 48 
Teslin (aut) -3P • 5P -13P OP••• X . . . . . . . 
Watson Lake A . . .... -3 2 7 -18 15 76 290 48 Qufbec 
Whitehorse A . . . .... -3 -1 7 -16 9 3 X Bagotville A . . . . . . . -1 1 5 -9 21 44 280 41 

Blanc Sablon A 1 • 4 -3 31 2 070 67 , . . . . . 
Northwest Territories lnukjuak A ........ -17 -1 -11 -24 1 17 060 61 
Alert . . .. ... . . . .. -32 -1 -24 -39 0 ••• X Kuu.ijuaq A .. .. ... . -14 -1 -8 -23 11 33 030 48 
Baker Lake A ....... -20 4 -11 -30 4 43 110 39 Kuuj,juar~ilc A .. . ... -14 -2 -5 -25 5 34 020 32 
Cambridge Bay A ... .. -28 1 -20 -36 2 41 040 43 Maruwalci . . . . . . . . -1 -1 9 -11 9 47 360 35 
Cape Dyer A ... . ... -22 -4 -13 -29 0 100 020 39 Mont Joli A .. ..... 0 1 3 -4 26 17 040 52 
Clyde A ... .. ... .. -28 -5 -22 -34 3 44 320 37 Montreal Int 'J A ..... 2 0 8 -4 7 1 260 46 
Coppermine A ..... . -20 8 -7 -31 2 87 090 44 Natashquan A . . . .. . 1 4 5 -3 4 11 090 43 
Cora] Harbour A . . . .. -22 -1 -11 -31 1 34 X QuebecA ........ . 1 2 6 -4 6 41 230 43 
Eureka .. . .. . ... .. -39 -4 -31 -44 1 21 X Scheff erville A ..... . -7 3 -1 -16 23 100 060 

~ Fort Smith A . .. . . .. -4 4 9 -19 7 58 140 59 Sept-fies A .. . . .. . . 1 4 5 -2 21 27 100 
. Hall Beach A .. .. . .. -27 -2 -16 -37 1 37 280 37 Sherbrooke A -1 -1 6 -8 9 7 280 . ... . . 

Inuvik A . . . . . . . . . .-17 4 -6 -28 7 49 X Val-d'Or A .. .. .. . . -5 -2 8 -16 1 55 330 39 
Iqaluit A .... . . . ... -21 -4 -11 -29 0 7 330 52 
Mould Bay A . . .. ... -28 3 -23 -34 1 18 X New Brumwlck 
Norman Wells A . . . . . -9 5 2 -16 9 10 120 61 Fredericton A . . . . .. 3 2 12 -4 10 l 310 69 
Resolute A . .. ..... -30 -2 -19 -36 1 14 070 67 Miscou Island (aut) .. . OP 2P 4P -5P op••• 
Yellowknife A . . .. . . -10 3 2 -27 15 67 090 69 Moncton A .... . . . . 2 1 8 -3 13 10 260 52 

Saint John A . .. . . . . 2 2 10 -4 8 1 300 44 
Alberta 
Calgary Int ' I A . . . . . . 7 6 24 -10 10 ••• 290 65 Nova Scotia 
Cold Lake A . . . . . . . 4 6 21 -8 1 ••• 340 41 Greenwood A . .. . .. 3 0 9 -2 16 ••• 280 76 
Edmonton N amao A . . . 6 7 22 -7 17 4 310 54 Shearwater A . . . . . . . 2 0 8 -2 28. 1 180 59 
Fort McMurray A . .. .. 4 7 18 -10 0 2 100 59 Sydney A . . .... . .. 1 2 7 -3 41 5 240 56 
High Level A . . . . . . . 1 8 13 -10 1 7 140 43 Yarmouth A . .. . ... 3 -1 7 -2 18 ••• 280 56 
Jasper ... ... . . . .. 6 4 21 -9 3 ••• X 
Lethbridge A . ...... 8 5 25 -9 0 ••• 250 70 Prince Edward Island 
Medicine Hat A .... . . 8 5 24 -7 0 ••• 250 61 Charlottetown A . .. . . 1 2 7 -3 20 4 140 56 
Peace River A .. ..... 6 9 19 -5 0 ••• 270 57 East Point (auto) OP • 3P -2P op••• . . . . . 

Saskatchewan Newfoundland 
Cree Lake · .. ....... -3 6 9 -17 5 32 200 57 Cartwright . . . .. .. . -1 4 2 -7 53 236 340 74 
Estevan A . . . . . . . . . 3 3 22 -10 7 ••• 300 61 Churchill Falls A . . . . . -5 4 0 -11 28 100 040 57 
La Ronge A .. . . .... 0 6 10 -13 4 14 320 43 Gander lnt'l A . . . . . . 1 3 6 -3 19 1 220 52 
Regina A . . . . . . . . . 4 6 21 -10 0 ••• 290 67 Goose A . .. . . .. .. -2 2 2 -8 46 80 050 59 
Saskatoon A . . . . . . . . 5 7 20 -8 1 ••• 130 59 St Jolm's A ... . . .. . 1 2 6 -3 8 1 260 70 
Swift Current A . . . . . . 6 6 25 -12 0 ••• 260 70 St Lawrence .... . .. 1 1 8 -3 31 1 X 
Yorlcton A ... .. .. .. 0 3 14 -8 0 1 310 46 Wabush Lake A .. . .. -5 4 2 -11 19 64 030 63 

Manitoba 92/03'30-~/05 
Brandon A .. . .. .. . 0 3 11 -11 4 ••• 290 51 
Churchill A .. .. ... . -12 3 2 -21 3 35 340 50 
LyrmLa1ceA .. .. . .. -6 4 2 -19 7 36 290 33 
The Pas A ..... .. . . -2 3 11 -11 4 10 340 41 
Thompson A .. ... .. -6 5 4 -17 4 45 040 37 
Winnipeg Int') A ... . . 0 2 12 -10 1 ••• 020 52 

means mean weekly t~ure, ·c ptot • weekly precipitation total fl mm - Annotations -
max = maximum weekly t~ure, ·c It • snow thickness on the ground fl an X • no observation 
min = minimum weekty temperature, ·c dlr • drection of max wild, deg. from north. p • less than 7 days of data 

anom = mean temperature anomaly , ·c vii • wild speed in kmhl * • missing data when going to printing . 

- - ·-==-------
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I. I E nv,ron~ nt Environnement 
Canada Canada 

Atmosphe11c Service 
Environ~ nt de renvironnemem 
Service atrrospherique 

Normal temperatures for 
the month of April, °C 

W hitehorse 0 Toronto 6 
Yellowknife -7 Ottaw a 6 
Iqaluit -14 Montreal 6 

Vancouver 9 Quebec 3 
Victoria 8 Fredericton 4 
Calgary 3 Hal ifax 4 

Edmonton 4 Charlottetown 2 
Regina 3 Goose Bay -2 
Winnipeg 3 St. John's 1 
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