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Summer-like weather arrives 
What a change! In just a couple of 
weeks the weather across central 
Canada switched from cold and 
snoMry to warm and sunny. Along with 
this change, was the inevitable arrival 
of some severe weather and the forest 
fire season 

Residents of Ontario and southern 
Quebec enjoyed mainly sunny skies and 
record wann temperatures, especially 
during the latter half of the week. This 
was due to a nearly stationary ridge of 
high pressure over the Great Lakes Basin. 
On the afternoon of May 9, readings in 
northeastern Ontario topped 3o·c, seuing 
new daily records. 

In Quebec, on May 6, hail of one to 
two centimeter in diameter was reported 
in few localities. from Hull to Montreal. 

The Mother's Day weekend saw the 
final traces of snow cover vanish from 
most areas. The combination of sunny and 
dry weather and the past winter's below 
normal snow cover resulted in an early 
start to the fire season. Ontario reponed 
39 new forest fires and Quebec 18 by the 
end of the week. The most significant of 
these was near Red Lake, which grew 
quickly to 116 hectares. before being sub
dued by four water bombers. The lack of 
nearby water resulted in over eleven 
kilometres of hoseline being used in the 
operation. 

A brisk southwesterly circulation 
across the Prairies caused temperatures to 
rise to the mid-to-upper twenties this 

week. but the weather became unsettled. 
In southern Saskatchewan and Manitoba, 
thunderstorms developed by the end of 
the week and produced heavy downpours 
and some hail. Heavy rainfall advisories 
were issued for north-central Alberta, as 
well as for some areas along the Alberta
Saskatchewan border. 

Wann. moist air moved into the south
ern Mackenzie Valley. producing record 
amounts of precipitation. Yellowknife re
ceived a total of 40 mm on weekend. 

Not so summer-like elsewhere ... 
Blizzard conditions along the Arctic coast 
and the District of Keewatin were followed 
by widespread freezing rain. Also, in the 
western Arctic islands, Mould Bay re
ceived 32 cm of snow in two days - an 
unusual ev~nt at any time of the year. 

The weather across British Columbia 
could be summed up as unsettled, with the 
dull weather pattern of the past few weeks 
continuing. 

With the exception of cloud and 
showers during the middle of the week, 
the Maritimes were generally sunny. 
Temperatures were on the mild side but 
overnight lows dipped below the freezing 
mark. Ice in the Northumberland Strait 
delayed the opening of the lobster season 
in northern Nova Scotia. 

It was a cool week in Newfoundland. 
with brisk northerly winds, snow flurries 
and a number of daily low temperature 
records broken. In Labrador, the weather 

was still winter-like as strong northerly 
winds, snow and blowing snow gave bliz
i.ard conditions to the nonhern coastal 
areas over the weekend. 

Alberta water supply outlook 
As of May I, mountain snow packs were 
still much-below average in the headwaters 
of the Highwood, Kananaskis, Bow. Red 
Deer. North Saskatchewan and Athabasca 
River basins and below average in the 
Oldman and Waterton/SL Mary River ba
sins. Record-low mountain snow packs 
were measured at many snow survey loca
tions from the headwaters in the northern 
portion of the Bow River Basin, north to 
the Athabasca River headwaters. 

This year's spring has been rather cool. 
with no extended periods of warm 
weather to cause much snow melt in the 
mountains. However, because of the 
much below-average snowpack at higher 
elevations, the peak mountain snow melt 
is expected to take place earlier than nor
mal this year. Consequently, river levels 
are expected to recede sooner than usual 
and streamflow volumes are expected to 
be much below average during the sum
mer. 

A Look Ahead ••• 

For the week of May 24, above-normal 
temperatures are expected for most of the 
countty. except near-nonnal values are 
likely for Ontario, the ~uthem half of 
Quebec and the Atlantic region. Unsettled 
weather will occur east of Manitoba 

Canada 
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DEPARTURE FROM NORMAL 
MEAN TEMPERATURE 

(°C) 

MAY 3 TO 9, 1993 

May 3 to 9, 1993 

Weekly normal 
temperatures (°C) 

max. min. 

Whitehorse A 10.6 
Iqaluit A -1.1 
Yellowknlf e A 6.9 
Vancouver lnt'I A 15.6 
Victoria lnt'I A 15.7 
Calgary lnt'I A 14.1 
Edmonton Int'I A 14.9 
Regina A 15.4 
Stikatoon A 15.9 
Winnipeg lnt'I A 15.2 
Ottawa lnt'I A 16.1 
Toronto (Pearson lnt'I A) 15.8 
Montreal Int'I A 16.1 
Quebec A 14.0 
Fredericton A 14.0 
Saint John A 12.1 
Halifax (Shearwater) 11.4 
Charlottetown A 10.4 
Goose A 7.4 
St John's A 7.4 

-1.0 
-8.5 
-3.2 
6.9 
5.8 
1.2 
1.4 
1.6 
2.2 
2.0 
4.5 
3.9 
5.0 
2.4 
2.2 
1.8 
2.7 
1.6 

-1.5 
-0.3 

Weekly temperature and precipitation extremes 

Maximum 
temperature CC) 

British Columbia . . . . . . . . . Cran brook A 25 
Yukon Territory ........ Watson Lake A 16 
Northwest Territories ...... Fort Smith A 29 
Alberta . . . . . . . . . . . Fort McMurray A 29 
Saskatchewan . . . . . . . . . . . Nipawin A 29 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Manitoba ............. Thompson A 30 
Ontario . . . . . . . . . . . . . Kapuskasing A 31 
Quebec . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Val-d'Or 28 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

New Brunswick . . . . . . . . . St-Uonard A 25 
Nova Scotia . . . . . . . . . . . Greenwood A 23 
Prince Edward Island . . ~ . Charlottetown A 22 
Newfoundland . . . . . . . . . Comf on Cove 19 

Across The Country ... 

Highest Mean Temperature . . . . . . . . . . 
Lowest Mean Temperature . . . . . . . . . . 

93..U5..U3-93/05,uc) 

Minimum 
temperature (CC) 

Puntzi Mountain (aut) -7 
Komakuk Beach A -20 

Alert -30 
Banff (aut) -5 

Buffalo Narrows A -3 
Cree Lake -3 

Churchill A -2 
Annstrong (aut) -3 

Border (aut) -15 
Inukjuak A -15 
Kuuijuaq A -15 

Miscou Island (aut) --6 
Truro -3 

Charlottetown A -4 
Churchill Falls A -13 

Windsor A (Ont.) 17 
Eureka (N.W.T.) -22 

Heaviest 
precipitation (mm) 

Prince Rupert A 61 
Teslin (aut) 9 

Fort Smith A 42 
Lac La Biche (aut) 50 
North Battlef ord A 24 

Ponage 87 
TimminsA 38 

Chibougamau Chapais a 43 

St-Uonard A 14 
Shearwater A 17 

Charlottetown A 2 
Stephenville A 40 
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TOTAL PRECIPITATION 
(mm) 

MAY 3 TO I, 1993 

SOIL MOISTURE INDEX 
PER CENT OF WATER 
HOLDING CAPACITY 

MAY 8, 1993 
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ALABAMA • Al 
ARKANSAS -AA 
CONNECTICUT • CO 
DELAWARE • DE 
FLORIDA •Fl 
GEORGIA -GA 
ILUNOIS •IL 
INDIANA -IN 
IOWA -IA 
KANSAS ·KA 
KENTUCKY • KY 
LOUSIANA -LA 
MAINE -ME 
MANITOBA • ME 
MARYLAND -UT 
MASSACHUSETTS -MA 
MICHIGAN • Ml 
MINNE SOT A • MN 
MISSISSIPI • MS 
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· MT / 

/ 
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ACID RAIN 

MISSOURI • MO 
NEBRASKA -NE 

} I 
. I ON 

The reference map Oeft) shows the loca
tions of sampling sites, where the acidity of 
precipitation is monitored. All are operated 
by Environment Canada except Dorset (*), 
which is a research station operated by the 
Ontario Ministry of Environment and En
ergy. The map also shows the approximate 
ar~ (shaded), where S02 and NOx emis
sions are greatest. 

NEW BRUNSWICK • NB 
NEWFOUNDLAND • N= 

. )\ 

NEW HAMPSHIRE • NH 
NEW JERSEY • NJ 
NEW YORK - NY 
NORTH CAROLINA • NC 
NORTH DA KOT A • ND 
NOVA SCOTIA • NS 
OHIO - OH 
OKLAHOMA -OK 
ONTARIO -ON 
PENNSYLVANA • PA 
PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND • PE 
OUtBEC .QC 
RHODE ISLAND • RI 
SOUTH CAROLINA • SC 
SOUTH DAKOTA • SD 
TENNESSEE -TN 
TEXAS • TX 
VERMONT -VT 
VIRGINIA • VA 
WEST VIRGINA • WV 
WISCONSIN • WI 

Tl 

SITE day 

Longwoods 

Dorset• 04 
06 

Chalk River 04 
05 

Sutton 05 
06 

Montmorency 05 

Kejlmkujik 06 

pH amount 

4.1 3 R 
4.0 1 R 

4.1 5 R 
4.2 5 R 

4.5 16 R 
4.8 4 R 

4.6 28 R 

4.2 6 R 

. . . . 

. . . . 

The table below gives the weekly repon 
summarizing the acidity (or pH) of the acid: 
rain or snow that fell at the collection sites, 
and a description of the path travelled by 
the moisture laden air. Environmental dam
age to lakes and streams is usually observed 
in sensitive areas regularly receiving pre
cipitation with pH readings less than 4.7, 
while pH readings less than 4.0 are serious. 

AIR PA TH TO SITE 
May 2 to 8, 1993 

Data not available this w~k 

Virginia, west Virginia, western Pem1sylvania 
Northern Ontario 

North Carolin~ Virginia, Pemsylvani~ Western New York 
Lake Huron, Central Ontario 

Southern Ontario 
Northern Quebe.c 

Westrn Quebe.c 

New Jersey, southern New England, Gulf of Maine 

. . . . R = rain (mm). S = snow (cm). M = mixed rain and snow (mm) 
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British Columbia Ontario 
Blue River A l0P 2P 24P -2P 7p••• X Geraldton A 12 ••• 28 -1 1 ••• 170 52 . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Comox A . . . . . . . . 10 -1 15 4 32 ••• 130 57 Gore Bay A . . . . . . . 13 5 23 5 21 ••• 160 43 
Cranbrook A . . . . . . . 11 1 25 -2 1 ••• 270 61 Kapuskasing A . . . . . . 14 8 31 -1 10 ••• 320 35 
Fon Nelson A . . . . . . . 12 4 20 2 0 ••• 320 37 KenoraA. . . . . . . . . 16 8 29 2 3 ••• 190 65 
Fon St John A . . . . . . . 11 3 19 4 1 ••• 260 43 London A . . . . . . . . 16 6 26 6 22 ••• 180 41 
Kamloops A . . . . . . . . 12 -1 24 4 3 ••• X Moosonee . . . . . . . . 9P 6P 25P -2P 2P••• 240 35 
Penticton A . . . . . . . . 12 -1 23 1 11 ••• 170 48 NonhBay A . . . . . . . 14 6 27 2 12 ••• X 
Pon Hardy A . . . . . . . 10 1 15 4 31 ••• 110 52 Ottawa lnt'l A . . . . . . 16 6 29 7 12 ••• 280 54 
Prince George A . . . . . 9 1 20 -1 13 ••• 320 so PetawawaA . . . . . . . 15 7 31 -1 8 ••• 330 44 
Prince Rupert A . . . . . . 8 1 14 2 61 ••• 150 56 Pickle Lake . . . . . . . . 15 11 29 3 1 ••• 180 57 
Smithers A 9 1 17 -2 1 ••• 190 52 Red LalceA ••• ••• 26 • •• • ••••• 150 59 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Vancouver lnt'l A . . . . . 12· 0 17 8 22 ••• 110 41 Sioux Lookout A . . . . . 15 9 26 2 9 ••• 170 48 
Victoria Int'l A . . . . . . 11 0 16 6 20 ••• 220 48 Sudbury A . . . . . . . . 14 6 28 3 20 ••• 020 50 
Williams Lake A . . . . . 8 0 20 -1 20 ••• 130 50 Thunder Bay A . . . . . . 11 4 26 1 1 ••• 310 43 

Timmins A . . . . . . . . 14 7 30 1 38 ••• X 
Yukon Territory Toronto(Pearson lnt'l A). 15 5 25 3 7 ••• 350 48 
Komalcuk Beach A . . . -9 0 -1 -20 5 15 X Trenton A . . . . . . . . 14 4 23 1 4 ••• 150 65 
Teslin (aut) 5P ••• 12P -4P 9p••• X WiartonA 14 5 25 4 8 ••• 220 48 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Watson Lake A 6 1 16 -4 1 ••• 100 50 Windsor A 17 5 24 9 31 ••• 210 44 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Whitehorse A . . . . . . . 5 1 13 -4 1 ••• 150 50 

Quebec 
Northwest Territories Bagotville A . . . . . . . 13 7 24 - 2 10 ••• 330 52 
Alen. . . . . . . . . -16P -IP OP -30P IP••• X Baie Comeau A . . . . . 9 5 20 1 5 ••• 220 52 
Baker Lake A . -10 0 0 -20 10 82 130 61 Blanc Sablon A -1 ••• 5 -10 29 3 220 70 . . . . . . . . . . 
Cambridge Bay A . . . . -15 -2 -4 -25 18 61 110 69 GaspeA . . . . . . . 9 4 26 -5 12 ••• 280 57 
Cape Dyer A ••• ••• -29 ••• ••• 100 X lnukjuak A -5 -1 6 -15 20 24 X . . . . . . . . . . . 
Clyde A . . . . . . . . -16 -6 -8 -25 0 50 320 69 Kuuijuaq A . .. . . . . . -4 -3 7 -15 10 14 010 82 
Coppennine A . . -7 4 2 -14 35 112 080 70 Kuuijuarapik A . . . . . . 2 4 10 -4 4 4 240 72 
Coral Harbour A . . . . . -13 -4 -5 -24 5 38 070 44 La Grande Riviere A . . . 3 2 14 -3 8 5 210 41 
Eureka . . . . . . -22P -7P -17P -27P OP••• X Mont Joli A . . . . . . . 12 6 24 0 10 ••• 200 59 
Fon Smith A . . . . 8 3 29 -4 42 3 300 50 Montreal lnt'l A . . . . . 16 5 27 6 31 ••• 160 46 
Hall Beach A . . . . . -17 -5 -5 -25 2 60 300 39 Natashquan A . . . . . 3P OP 14P -6P 19P••• 220 50 
Inuvik A . . . . . . . . -5P OP 4P -17P 4p••• X Quebec A. . . . . . . 15 7 23 6 12 ••• 350 48 
Iqaluit A . . . . . . . . -14 -9 -7 -22 4 21 340 52 Scheff erville A . . . . . -1 0 10 -12 5 3 300 85 
Mould Bay A . . . . -16P -2P -7P -24P 32P 45 X Sept-hes A . . . . . . . 6 3 18 -3 14 ••• 350 52 
Norman Wells A . . 4 2 15 -4 19 ••• 300 39 Sherbrooke A . . . . . 14 6 24 0 15 ••• 300 48 
Resolute A . . . . -17 -3 -8 -23 7 16 090 83 Val-d'Or A . . . . . . . . 13 7 28 -1 24 ••• 320 37 
Yenowknife A . . . 4 2 18 -5 41 ••• 310 69 

New Brunswick 
Alberta Fredericton A . . . . . . 12 4 24 0 5 ••• 270 50 
Calgary Int '1 A . . . . . 10 3 24 -3 16 ••• 340 80 Miscou Island (aut) . . . 6P IP 17P -6P 13P••• X 
Cold Lake A 13 4 27 -1 21 ••• 140 56 Moncton A 10 3 23 -3 5 ••• 250 48 . . . . . . . . . . . 
Edmonton Namao A 13 4 26 2 24 ••• 270 56 Saint John A . . . . . . . 9 2 18 0 2 ••• 220 44 
Fort McMurray A . 13 5 29 3 42 ••• 160 43 St Leonard A . 12 ••• 25 -1 14 ••• 190 54 . . . . . . . . . 
Grande Prairie A . . . . 11 3 21 1 1 ••• 250 50 
High Level A . . . . . . . 11 3 27 -3 1 ••• 340 37 Nova Scotia 
Lethbridge A . . . . . . . 11 2 23 -2 28 ••• 250 65 Greenwood A . . . . . . 11 3 23 -1 5 ••• 270 63 
Medicine Hat A . . . . . 12 2 27 -1 3 ••• 290 80 Shcarwater A. . . . . . . 10 3 19 0 17 ••• 220 56 
Peace River A . 12 4 24 1 9 ••• 330 54 Sydney A. • •• • •• 22 • •• •••••• 240 67 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Yarmouth A . . . . . . 10 3 21 4 9 ••• 220 56 
Saskatchewan 
Cree Lake . . . . . . . . 11 6 26 -3 1 ••• 280 48 Prince Edward Island 
Estevan A . . . . . . . . . 14 5 28 1 22 ••• 130 85 Charlottetown A . . . . . 9 3 22 -4 2 ••• 240 56 
LaRongeA 12 6 26 -2 1 ••• 290 54 East Point (auto) 6 ••• 18 -1 1 ••• X . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Regina A . . . . . . . . . 14 5 28 1 17 ••• 150 106 
Saskatoon A . . . . . . . . 13 4 27 -2 13 ••• 170 78 Newfoundland 
Swift Current A . . . . . . 12 4 27 1 4 ••• 140 80 CartWrighl . . . . . . . . -1 -2 8 -10 15 43 300 93 
Yorkton A . . . . . . . . . 13 5 26 -1 5 ••• 310 54 Churchill Falls A . . . . . -IP -lP 12P -13P 7P••• 290 78 

Gander Int 'I A . . . . . . 4 0 18 -7 9 ••• 200 61 
Manitoba Goose A . . . . . . . . . 2 -1 14 -10 11 3 280 78 
Brandon A . . . . . . . 14 6 28 -1 19 ••• 300 69 Stefchenville A . . . . . . . 4 -1 15 -4 40 ••• 230 52 . 
Churchill A . . . . . . . . 4 8 19 -2 9 3 090 52 St ohn's A . . . . . . . . 4 0 18 -5 17 3 240 70 
Lyrm Lake A . . . . . . . 12 7 29 2 4 ••• 150 46 St Lawrence . . . . . . . 4 0 12 -4 8 ••• X 
The Pas A . . . . . . . . . 13 7 27 0 1 ••• 140 59 Wabush Lake A . . . . . 2P 2P l0P -l0P 9P 4 260 56 
Thompson A . . . . . . . 12 8 30 -2 29 ••• 130 39 
Winni~g Int'l A . . . . . 17 8 29 2 33 ••• 140 67 93/0SJU3-93,()5J09 
mean= mean weekly temperature, °C ptot = weekly precipitation total in mm - Annotations 
max = maximum weekly temperature, °C st = snow thickness on the ground in an X = no observation 
min = minimum weekly temperature, CC dlr = cirection of max wind, deg. from north. p = less than 7 days of data 
anom = mean lemperature anomaly , CC vel = wind speed in kmAl * = missing data when going to printing. 


