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WEATHER HIGHLIGHTS FOR THE PERIOD - MAY 25 TO 31, 1982

Snowstorm strikes the southwestern Prairies

Southeastern Alberta and south-
western Saskatchewan were struck by a
Snowstorm on May 29th to 30th. Up to
55 cm of snow fell and winds whipped
snow into 2 m drifts. Campers
stranded in Cypress Hill Provincial
Park. Of most concern was the effect
the storm may have had on spring calves

as reports of cattle having perished
have already been received.

were

May was a very dry month for the
province of New Brunswick, especially
in northern regions where a massive
forest fire was burning out of control
in the Beaver Brook area at the end of
the week. More than 4960 hectares were
buened over.

Temperatures varied from 31.5° at

Moosonee, Ontario to -22.4° at Brough-
ton Point, N.W.T.

NOTE: The data shown in this publication are based on unverified reports from approximately 225
Canadian and 115 northern United States Synoptic stations.
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Temperatures exceeded normal this
week, the first time in almost 2 months
that temperatures have not been below
normal. Maximums were near 20° but
minimums continued near to below the
zaero mark.

Runoft from the late snownmelt hasg
increased but 1is not excessive due to
the low overnight temperatures.

NORTHWEST TERRITORIES

Mean temperatures were within 2°
of normal throughout most of the Teri-
tories while precipitation was general-
ly below normal.

Ice conditions throughout the Arc-—
tic, 1including the Beaufort Sea, are
about normal for this time of year.

BRITISH COLUMBIA

After grey skies began the week,
especially in the southern interior of
the province, the sun became more per-—
sistant. The end of the week brought

summer weather to all of the province
for the first time. The mercury exce-
eded 20° in the north for the first
time this season.

The month of May was, for Vancou-
ver, the third driest since observa-
tions began in 1937. No major forest
firen were reported.

PRAIRIE PROVINCES

A late season snowstorm moved into
southeastern Alberta and southwestern
Saskatchewan from Montana during the
weekend of May 29th to 30th. By mid-day
on the 29th amounts of 15 cm to 55 cm
were recorded. Gusty northerly winds
whipped snow into 2 m drifts. In Alber-
ta's Cypress Hills the storm left large
areas without power and choked main and
rural roadways. A number of weekend
campers were stranded in Cypress Hill
Provincial Park. Of particular concern
is the effect the storm may have had on
cattle herds - especially spring
calves. Reports have already been re-
ceived of cattle having perished. Med-
icine Hat was on the storm's northern
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edge and recorded only minimal amounts
of rain and snow.

Central and northern districts
escaped the storm. Temperatures, how-
ever, were unseasonably cool and a num-
ber of localities recorded frost and
set record minimum temperatures during
the last several days of the month.

ONTARIO

Rain and cloud dominated Oatario
for the second consecutive week. Heavy
downpours were recorded in many areas,
especially on the north shore of Lake
Erie where Delhi recorded 70 mm on May
27th alone. Even the Windsor area,
which had been suffering from very dry
conditions, recorded enough rain to
keep the vegetable growers happy.

In northern areas it was drier
with very warm temperatures. Moosonee
reached 32° on May 29th breaking the
old record for that day of 31° set in
1944. Remarkably, Moosonee was warmer
than Miami, Florida that day.

The month of May ended with a mean
temperature 1° to 2° above normal in
southern Ontario. Indeed, Toronto's
lowest temperature during May was a
mild 7.7°, the warmest minimum tempera-
ture for any May dating back to 1840.

QUEBEC

May ended with a week of fine warm
weather. The month of May was notable
for a lack of precipitation. Monthly

precipitation exceeded normal only at
Inoucd jouac. Montreal recorded a total
of 15.2 mm, 23%7 of normal. This erased
the old record for lowest precipitation
for any May by 6 mm. As well, Saint
Hubert with only 18.6 mm, Chibougamau
with 34 mm and Gaspé with 26.7 mm estab-
lished similar records.

This lack of precipitation posed
grave problems for crop development.
Certain municipalities in the Chicouti-

mi region suffered from water supply
problems.

ATLANTIC PROVINCES

Warmer than normal weather set
many high temperature records in Nova
Scotia and New Brunswick on May 26th.
In coatrast, Newfoundland experienced
below normal temperatures. Many low
temperature records were set between
May 28th and 30th. St. John's set or
tied record minimum temperatures on all
3 days.

May was a very sunny and dry month
in New Brunswick, especially in north-
ern areas. Charlo recorded only 15.5 mm
of precipitation all month and Chatham
only 27.6 mm. As a result a massive
forest fire was burning out of control
in the Beaver Brook area of northern
New Brunswick. At week's end 4960 hect-
ares were burned over and the fire was
still burning.
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" HEATING DEGREE-DAY SUMMARY TO MAY 29, 1982

to MAY 29, 1982

Heating Degree-Days

Percent Departure from the 1941-70 Normal
Shaded areas - above normal
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MONTHLY MONTHLY DIFF.|SEASONAL SEASONAL SEASONAL

CUMULATIVE FROM 1941-70 TOTAL DIFF. FROM PERCENT

STATION TOTAL NORMAL 1941-70 NORMAL| OF NORMAL
Resclute 891.0 49.0 11688.0 -265.0 98
Inuvik 620.0 60.0 97335 =L72°5 98
Whitehorse 378.0 56.0 1229 .5 83735 108
Vancouver 178.5 1243 2932 .5 18.5 101
Edmonton Mun 200.5 =Nl .5 5523.5 53.5 101
Calgary 278.5 21.5 5442.0 259.0 105
Regina 22150 =5 w0 6011.5 19645 103
Winnipeg 138 .5 =87.5 5691.5 =11WiS 98
Thunder Bay 23545 =49.5 5721.0 122.0 102
| Windsor §7.5 -99.5 3815.0 258.0 107
Toronto 117:0 -64.0 4319.0 291.0 107
Ottawa 192 .0 ~73.0 4744 .5 121.5 103
Montreal 1130 Y 4697.5 268.5 106
Quebec 187 .0 ~354Q 5232.0 238.0 105
Saint John, N.B. 2805 6.5 4779.5 5.5 103
Halifax 281.0 15.0 4105.0 127.0 103
Charlottetown 301.0 23.0 4558.5 A5 102
| St. John's, Nfld. 361.0 —6:0 4578.5 23.5 101
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15-day Temperature Anomaly Forecast
from JUNE 1, 1982

++ much above nomal
+ above nomal

- below normal

N normal

-= much below normal

C M. CLapASE S ,

TERPERATURE ANOMALY FORECAST FOR JUN 1 1982 TO JUN 15 1982
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LOW PRESSURE CENTRE TRAJECTORIES

1982

Low Pressure Centre Trajectories
from MAY 25 TO 31,

-

51 Dally pos1t1ons at 12002 w
X Position at mid-week(Friday)
A== Trajectory in previous wee&

EXTREMES FOR THE wWwEEK

ey i MINIMU GREATEST
TEMPERATRE LOCATION TEMPERAT LOCATION PRECIPITATI LOCATION
YUKCON TERRITORY 21.2 WATSON LAKE -t o1 SHINGLE POINT 11.6 BURWASH
MORITAMESTSTERRLTORLES e2.9 EORT SMITH =22.6 BROUGHTON ISLAND 20.0 NORMAN WELLS
NORMAN WFLLS
i o 1 ey ei.2 " BAMEOOPS =3.1 MACKENZ IE 12.8  HOPE
ALBFRTA J0.6 MEDICINE HAT -3.0 EDSON 47.3 MEDICINE HAT
HIGH LEVEL
e g G , -2.7  BUFFALO NARROWS 90.5  MOOSE JAW
NORTH BATTLEFORD
MANTITORA 31.0 WINNIPEG =-2.7 CHURCHILL 62.0 NORwWAY HOUSE
OnTARIO 31.5 MOOSONEE -4 BIG TROUT LAKE S51.1 LONDON
SUEREE 31.3 BAGOTVILLE =14.1 KOARTAK 31.8 NATASHQUAN
L G i «4  CHATHAM 10,2  SAINT JOHN
NOVA SCOTIA 28.7 EDDY POINT -1.5 TRURO 32.0 SHEARWATER
PRINCE EDWARD TSLAND 28.3 SUMMFERSIDF 3.4 CHARLOTTETOWN 4.8 SUMMERS IDE
NEWFOUNDLAND 22.5 COMFORT COVE -6.3 CARTWRIGHT 23.6 DANIELS HARBOUR
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TEMPERATURE AnD PRECIPITA
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ON DATA For THE WEEK ENDING 06Q0 G.M.T.JUNE 1, 1982
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e value based on less than

X = no normal due to short period

M - not available at press time



