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AUGUST 17 TO 23, 
Shaded aJte.a.6 - above noJtmal A.E.S. 

WEATHER HIGHLIGHTS FOR THE PERIOD - AUGUST 17-23, 1982 

Cool weather persists 

With the exception of Saskatchewan 
and Manitoba, the cool weather dominat­
ed the week in all areas of the coun­
try, adding a few dally low temperature 
records. 

A torando (unconfi.rmed yet) near 
Val d'Or (Quebec) pushed a mobile home 
more than 15 metres away from its 
foundation. 

Showers and thunderstorms have re­
duced the fire index in most districts. 
In contrast, the cool weather and the 
showers have delayed harvesting in sev­
eral areas. 

The temperature reached 33.4° at 
Medic ine Hat (Alta.) and fell t o -7.5° 
at Mould Bay (N.W.T.). Precipitation 
totaled 93.7 mm at Argentia (Nfld.). 

NOTE: The data shown in this publication are based on unverified reports from approximately 225 
Canadian and 115 northern United States Synoptic stations. 



YUKON AND NORTHWEST TERRITORIES 

Cool weather dominated the week in 
all areas. The weekly temperatures fell 
to more than 3° below normal at several 
stations. Some daily maximums fell 
close t o the freezing point. 

The forest fire situation has be­
c om e a mo pplng-u p c ase :is further n du 
fell particularly over the Lia rd basin. 
The rain totaled 41.4 mm at Watson Lake 
with monthly accumulatlons at about 
twice the normal. 

This is now the pe a k of the ship­
ping season in the Ar c tic. Most resup­
ply operations should be completed in 
the next 2 weeks. In general, the ice 
conditions are better than average al­
though some ice has crept into the 
western drilling sites of Beaufort 
sea. 

BRITISH COLUMBIA 

The southern half of the province 
was generally sunny and dry while show­
ery conditions prevailed in northern 
areas. The cool and unset tled weather 
is slowing the maturation of c r ops in 
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AUGUST 17 TO 23, 1982 
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the Fort St. John area. In contrast; 
sunny skies provided good haying condi­
tions in the Kamloops area and the ap­
ple and pear crops are improving in the 
Okanagan Valley. 

PRAIRIE PROVINCES 

Cool t e mpe r a lures, spotty s howcr8, 
and high humidities were most favour­
able in bringing forest fire activity 
in Alberta to a seasonal low. At the 
present time the driest forest district 
in this province is the Bow, but there 
are no reported fires there. 

The cool unsettled weather condi­
tions are not ideal for the farmers in 
Alberta. However, some harvesting of 
winter wheat crops has been started in 
the extreme southern part of this pro­
vince and some barley crops are down in 
swaths in the central Agricultural 
districts. 

Isolated reports of light hail 
were received this past week, but noth­
ing larger than pea-size incidents. 

Harvesting is underway and the 
crops look good in Saskatchewan and 
Manitoba. 

-v ~ 
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A.E.S. 



ONTARIO 

Aug ust's weather continued cool 
with pl enty of rain falling towards the 
end of t he wee k. Temperatures fell near 
freezing point on August 22nd as Peta­
wawa rec0rded a minimum of 1 °C. Further 
south, Trenton fell to 5°C, establish­
ing a r ecord low for any August 22nd 
there, breakJ.ng the old mark of 7 set 
tn 1973. London tied their record low 
of 6 set in 1925. 

Thunder Bay was the wettest loca­
tion in Ontario receiving 68 mm of rain 
ov er the last week with 52 mm, falling 
ln one sto rm on August 18th. Meanwhile 
on Sunday afternoon, Augus t 22nd, heavy 
rain and strong gusty winds sent boat­
ers ln southern Georgian Bay heading 
for cover as the wate rs in that busy 
area quickly turned angry. 

On the agricultural scene, the 
harvest se ason is well underway. Few 
serious problems have bee n reported, 
with the potato yield looking especial­
ly good. 

QUEBEC 

The pe rsisting cool weather added 
new low temperature records during the 
August 21 to 23 ~eriod in southern 
areas. The precipitation was below nor­
mal at all but 2 stations; however, 

3 

thunderstorms poured large qua ntities 
of rain locally. Rainfalls were esti­
mated at 50 mm in downtown Val d' Or 
( only 30 mm fell at the airport) and 
as yet unconfirmed tornado moved a 
mobile home some 15 metres from its 
foundat i ons. 

The weather delayed the second cut 
of hay and the grain harvest. Some 
scattered frost was reported on the 
morning of the 21st in the Laurentians. 

ATLANTIC PROVINCES 

The cool weather persisted and 
produced additional low temperature re­
cords as the mercury dipped to 5 ° on 
the 23rd. All precipitation was limited 
to 15 mm or less except for stations 
along the south coast of Newfoundland 
which were swept by a small storm; 
Argentia received 62.4 mm on the 19th 
and the weekly accumulation reached 
93.7 mm. 

At present, there are no forest 
fires in New Brunswick and Nova Scotia. 
The blueberry harvest looks good in 
Prince Edward Island; the tobacco har­
vest is beginning, and the barley har­
vest is underway. The early apples are 
now being picked i n the Annapolis Val­
ley; the crop appears abundant. 
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GROWlNG DEGREE-DAY SUMMARY TO AUGUST 21, 1982 

Growing Degree-Days 
to AUGUST 21, 1982 
Percent Departure from the 1941-70 Nonnal 
Shaded aJte.a6 - above n.oll.mai. 

MONTHLY MONTHLY DIFF. 
STATION CUMULATIVE FROM 1941-70 

TOTAL NORMAL 

Whitehorse 143.0 -22.0 
Penticton 288.5 -20.5 
Vancouv er 238 .5 -21.5 
Edmonton 238.0 3.0 
Calgary 232.0 3.0 
Regina 256.0 s .o 
Saskatoon 282 .5 10.s 
Winnipeg 299.S o.s 
Thunder Bay 220.5 -26.5 
Windsor , 338 .o -7.0 
Toronto 280.0 -42.0 
Ottawa 280.0 -2 7 .o 
Montreal 281.S -39.5 
Quebec 246.5 -2 7 .s 
Frederic ton 256.5 -27.5 
Halifax 25 7 .o -20.0 
Charlottetown 260.0 -19.0 
St. John's 235 .o 4.0 

SEASONAL SEASONAL 
TOTAL DIFF. FROM 

1941-70 NORMAL 

731.0 o.o 
1471.5 -64.5 
1280.0 -63.0 
1176.5 138.5 
1002.0 16.0 
1052.5 -34.5 
1156.0 -51.0 
134 7 .o 4 7 .o 
1009.5 -10.5 
1773.S 4 7 .5 
1428.0 -70.0 
1509.0 48.0 
1502.0 -3.0 
1219.5 -21. 5 
1230.5 -14.5 
995.0 -98.0 

1022.5 -43.5 
654.5 - 88.5 

A. E .S. 

SEASONAL 
PERCENT 

OF NORMAL 
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TEMPERATURE ANOMALY FORECAST 
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ATMOSPHERIC CIRCULATION 

7-day Mean 50 kPa Height (ddt11) 
AUGUST 16 TO 22, 1982 

eo• 

~ A. E.S . 

The atmosphere is now in a period 
of seasonal transition. The Arctic vor­
tex has begun to deepen and is once 
again becoming a prominent circulation 
feature over the Northern Hemisphere. 

This strengthening cold vortex 
gradually approached from the Siberian 
Arctic. Towards the end of the period 
this pool of very cold air was situated 
precariously over the Northwest Terr 1-
tories sporting a strong north westerly 
circulation around its center. A nearly 
stationary atmospheric ridge remained 

120 

7-day Mean bO kPa Heig~t Anomaly 
(5 dam intervals) 

AUGUST 16 TO 22, 1982 

eo• 

80
• A. E.S . 

well entrenched over the west-central 
United States. The ridge extended 
northward along the Pacific coast.It 
produced relati.vely dry weather across 
most of western Canada this week. 

Tropospheric waves drifted slowly 
eastward across the country. Surface 
weather disturbances associated with 
these upper features resulted in chang­
able unsettled weather conditions. The 
eastern half of the country received 
the bulk of inclement weather. 

Andy Radomski 
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LOW PRESSURE CENTRE TRAJECTORIES 
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TEMPERATURE AND PRECIPIT/\TION 01\T/\ FOR THE WEEK ENU l NG 0600 G. M·. T. AUGUST 211, 1982 
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