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WIATBEI HIGHLIGHTS FOR THE PERIOD - APRIL 26 TO MAY 2, 1983 

Tornadoes cause extensive property damage in southwestern Ontario ••• 

Beginning of: 
Forest fire season in British Columbia ••. 
Seeding on the Prairies ••• 

Record warmth results in early blo~soming in southern Yukon •.• 

Possibility of local flooding in rain-drenched southern Ontario •.• 

Ten consecutive days of record breaking high cemperatures produces 
serious flooding in southern Labrador ••• 
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NOTE: The data shown in this publication are based on unverified reports from approximately 225 
Canadian and 115 northern United States Synoptic stations. 
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YUKON AND THE NORTHWEST TERRITORIES 

Unusually warm weather continued 
in the Yukon. Numerous record daytime 
temperatures were set in southern 
Yukon; At Whitehorse, a reading of 20° 
on April 27 equalled the record high 
for the month of April. Owing to the 
persistent mild weather, trees were 
beginning to leaf three weeks ahead of 
schedule and the Yukon River near 
Dawson was mostly open water. Snow 
cover continued to recede northward. By 
the week's end, only extreme northern 
Yukon had more than 10 cm of snow on 
the ground. 

After severa] weeks of balmy 
weather, temperatures plummeted 6 to 8 
degr ees below normal in the Mackenzie 
and Keewatin Districts. Precipitation 
was scant almost t verywhere; however, 
the southern half o · Baffin Island con­
tinued to receives Lowfall in excess of 
10 cm. 

BRITISH COLUMBIA 

The province enjoyed a pleasant 
dry spr i ng week with above normal tem-
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Total Precipitation{f1111) 
4PRIL 26 TO MAY 2, 1983 o ~25 mm 

~ >25 mm 

I 
I 

I 
I 

- - l.. - -

peratures and plenty of sunshine. In 
the northeast there were brief penetra­
tions of cold Arc tic air. Only a few 
locations in the southern interior had 
above normal rainfalls. 

The fire season is well under way 
in central British Columbia, with 37 
fires already reported along the north 
coast near Terrace, and 26 minor fires 
in the Prince George district. 

In the Okanagan, Pears, plums and 
Apple trees were in bloom. Elsewhere 
across the south, forests were in full 
leaf. For the first time since the 
winter of 1945-46, Victoria had no 
measurable snowfall this past winter. 
PRAIRIE PROVINCES 

A series of rapidly moving weather 
disturbances produced changeable skies 
on the Prairies. Mean temperatures were 
as much as 5 degrees below normal 
across the south. Precipitation was 
generally light but 10-15 mm of rain 
fell in central Saskatchewan and Mani­
toba. Some flooding was reported in the 
Swan River district of central Manitoba 
due to a heavier than usual snow run 
off. 

A.E.S. 
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Field work is about to commence in 
southern agricultural areas and in ex­
treme southern Saskatchewan seeding has 
already begun. 

ONTARIO 

Tornadoes in the Lambton county 
caused multi-million dollar damage on 
May 2. Hardest hit area was Reeces 
Corners, just east of Sarnia, where at 
least 15 people were injured (see Tor­
nadoes in southern Ontario page 8). 

Early in the week, res:J_dents en­
joyed sunny and warm weather. Dry 
weather allowed farmers to start their 
field-work; spring plowing and seeding 
wa~ well under way. However, during the 
week-end a series of weather distur­
bances crossing the province dumped 
heavy rains in most of southern and 
central Ontario. Over 60 mm of rain 
fell in the agricultural areas near 
Simcoe. Soil is now completely saturat­
ed; more heavy precipitation in the 
rain-soaked southern Ontario can easily 
result in serious flooding in the low 
lying areas. 

In advance of this wet weather, a 

3 

25 

A.E.S. 

series of thunderstorm in southern 
Ontario produced the first tornado of 
the season. On April 28, a twister 
ripped through Waterford (just north of 
Simcoe). Strong winds tore roof off 
several buildings and property damage 
was estimated to be near $15,000. 

, 
QUEBEC 

Deluges of 40-60 mm of rain con­
tinued to dominate the weather in 
southeastern Quebec. During the week­
end, over 50 mm of rain in the vicinity 
of Q~ebec ci.t y caused rivers to over­
flow their banks; many communities ex­
perienced local flooding. Rivers in 
southern' Quebec were at flood level; 
fo~ example, water level in Moisie 
River was 6 metres above normal (high­
est in the last 40 years). Heavy rains 
contributed to two mud slides near 
Sept-Iles, damage was minimal. On April 
26, a mud slide north of Trois-Rivires 
(betwen Shawinigan and La Tuque) forced 
highway to be closed. 

Despite the heavy April rains, 
Quebec Ministry of Environment reported 

(continued on page 7) 
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HEATING DEGREE-DAY SUMMARY TO APRIL 30, 1983 
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Heating Degree-Days 
to APRIL 30, 1983 

- -... -- - 1.. • WINNIPEG 
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Percent Departure from the 1941-70 Nonnal 
Shade.d Me.M - above. noll.mal HVV 

MONTHLY MONTHLY DIFF. 
STATION CUMULATIVE FROM 1941-70 

TOTAL NORMAL 

Resolute 1341.0 109.0 
I nuvik 934.0 -32.0 
Whitehorse 47 1 .0 -72.0 
Vancouver 262.0 -10.0 
Edmonton Mun 357.0 -64.0 
Calgary 

' 
410.5 -28.5 

Regina 452.5 11.5 
Winnipeg 438.5 -2.5 
Thunder Bay I 

494.5 25 .5 
Windsor I 339.5 44.5 
Toronto 37 3 .5 25.5 
Ottawa 418.0 47.0 
Montreal 383.0 14.0 
Quebec 436.0 -s.o 
Saint John, N.B. 381.0 -66.0 
Halifax 384.S -34.5 
Charlottetown 379.5 -90.5 
St. John's, Nfld. 423.0 -84.0 

SEASONAL SEASONAL 
TOTAL DIFF. FROM 

1941-70 NORMAL 

11727.0 560.0 
9700.5 301.5 
6270.5 -55.0 
2536.0 -172.0 
4749.0 -409.5 
4448.0 -385.0 
5206.0 -312.5 
5096.0 -384.0 
4994.0 -249.5 
3075.5 -282.0 
3565.0 -228.0 
4122.5 -282.5 
3968.S -262.5 
4499.5 -257.0 
4025.0 -301.0 
3528.0 -160.5 
3946.0 -251.5 
3703.5 -133.5 

I 

A. E .S • 

. 
SEASONAL 

PERCENT 
OF NORMAL 

105 
103 

99 
94 
92 
92 
94 
93 
95 
92 
94 
94 
94 
95 
93 
96 
94 
97 
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TEMPERATURE ANOMALY FORECAST 
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15-day Temperature Anomaly Forecast 
from MAY 3, 1983 
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LOW PRESSURE CENTRE TRAJECTORIES 
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EXTREHES FOR TH E WEEK 

110 !HUH HINil'1UM 
TEP1P ERA TURE LOCATIOII TEHPER. ATURE LOCATION 

YUl(0N TERRITOR Y 20.0 WHITE HORSE -z s. o K0HAICUK BEACH 

NORTHWEST TERR ITORIE S 12.9 FORT SIHPSON -JJ.1 CAPE YOUNG 

BRITISH COLUHBU ZJ.7 LYTTON -8.6 FORT NELSON 

AL BERTA 17. I+ HE0ICINE HAT - 9 . 0 FORT CHIP :'. WYAN 

SASKAT CHEWAN 11 .6 ESTEVAN -11+. 8 COLLINS aAY 
MA NITOBA 21.J POR fAGE LA PRAIRIE - 20. 9 CHURCHILL 
ONTARIO zs.q WINCSOR •1J.O HOO SONEE 

QUEBEC 21 . q SHERBROOKE -1,.. 1 IN0UC0JOUAC 
NE W B~UMSWICI( ZJ. 5 HONCTON -.9 CHAR.LO 
MOVA SCOT IA n.a GREENWO00 J. 0 AHHE RST 

PRINCE E0WAR0 ISLA NO 22 . q CHA AL OT TE TOWN 1.8 EAST POINT 
MEWF0UM0LAN0 u.1 DEER LAKE -2.z WA 8USH LAI(£ 

in 

GRE Hes r 
PREC IPITlTI0N LOCATI ON 

Ct. 8 SUR.WASH 

Zs. 4 FORT SIHPSON 

17. 1 KAHL0OPS 

9. It LETH6 RIC GE 

1 J. It HU.:SON BAY 

5 Ct. 9 CHURCHILL 

81.9 LONDON 

&7.8 STE AGATHE 0ES HONTS 

J Ct. 7 FRE CC: RI CTON 

I+ 2, 4 E0CIY POINT 

JO,Z SUMHE~SI0E 

88.J PORT .\UX 9.\ SQUE S 



( cont i nued from page 3) 

that because of the less than normal 
winter snowfall, only a few areas ex­
pe rienced serious flooding this spring. 
The Ministry enjoyed substantial sav­
ings in its flood-assistance program to 
the citi.es. 

April was a r,!cord setting month 
in Quebec. In Monreal, monthly records 
were set for the following weather 
elements: 

New Old -
Snowfa 11 33.6 cm 32.5 cm < 1975) 
Re I nfe 11 112. 5 mm 104. 4 mm ( 1945) 
Sun sh I ne hours 103 hrs 104 hrs < 1929) 
It>. of deys wf th 19 19 (1951) 

precfpftetfon 

Monthly record high precipitation 
and low sunshine hours were set at 
several other Quebec locations. For 
Example at Baie Com ?au, 147 mm of rain 
upset the old recor d of 138 nnn set in 
1950; At Sept-Isles, 94 hours of sun­
shine during April broke the previous 
record of 105 hours set in 1973. 

ATLANTIC PROVINCES 

Heavy rains of 30-40 mm continued 
to keep flow of ma1 y Maritimes rivers 
at flood level. Ove1 35 mm of rain con-

7 

tributed to extensive flooding along 
the Saint John river. Portions of t he 
Trans-Canada Highway between Frederic­
ton and Sussex were closed to the traf­
fic when water and debris from the 
river spilled on to the highway. 

Numerous daily record high t emper­
atures were set in mild air that cov­
ered the provinces; on April 29, a 
reading of 26° at Greenwood, N.S. even 
exceeded the record high for the month 
of April (25.5°). Southern Labrador ex­
perienced 10 consecutive days of record 
breaking temperatures. Very mild air 
contributed to rapid melt of the snow 
cover. Since mid-April, snow cover at 
Cartwright has dwindle4 from 100 cm to 
only 4 cm. Extensive ice jams on the 
Goose River resulted in serious flood­
ing in the community of North West 
River, Nf ld; high explosives were de­
tonated to release these jams. 

Statistically, April was a very 
dull month in the Maritimes; at many 
stat ions, total sunshine was about 60 
hours less than normal. Monthly snow­
fall total of 8 cm at Gander was the 
lowest for any April. 

In east Newfoundland waters, the 
southern edge of pack ice was now 
115 km north of St. John's. Recent mild 
weather has led to a significant re­
duction in the ice cover. 

CLI MATI C PERSPECTIV ES 
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TORNADOES IN SOUTHERN ONTARIO 

Tornadoes ransacked southwestern 
Ontario causing multi-million dollar 
property damage and leaving many resi­
dents homeless in the Lambton County on 
May 2. A series of violent storms that 
began in Michigan, first struck Walpole 
Island on Lake St. Clair near noon. A 
few hours later, a major tornado 
touched down at Reeces Corners, 30 km 
east of Sarnia, where property damage 
was estimated at $20 million. Winds 
gusting up to 125 km/h uprooted large 
trees, numerous buildings, including 
several houses and barns, were demol­
ished or severly damaged. Strong winds 
downed many hydro poles leaving resi­
dents wi thout electricity. 

The same storm lashed Metro 
Toronto later in the day. A small 
twister tore the roof off a paper fac­
tory and severely damaged several other 
building s near the Airport; again sev­
eral million dollar damage occurred. 
Torrential rain snarled rush-hour traf­
fic for s e veral hours. Walnut-size hail 
damaged numerous vehicles just north­
west of Toronto. 

No death was reported in any of 
the storm-struck areas; however, at 
least 15 people were taken to the 
hospi tal for minor injuries in the 
Lambton county. 

Earlier on April 28, violent thun­
derstorms spawned the first tornado of 
the season in southern Ontario. A 
t wister that ripped through Waterford 
(9 km north of Simcoe) caused about 
$15,000 in property damage . 

------
Statistically, about 10 tornadoes 

are confirmed each year in Ontario. In 
1978, Ontario experienced record number 
of tornadoes, 46. In Ontario, the ear­
liest start of the tornado season is 
April 3 (in 1974) and the season can 
last up to September 26 (in 1970). 

The Woodstock-tornado of August 7, 
1979 is the most damaging tornado in 
the last 10 years in Ontario. Two 
twisters caused deaths and destructions 
in their path, about 80 km long, near 
Woodstock. Two people were killed, 150 
were injured and property damage 
amounted to $100 million, and this did 
not include crop damage. 

Amir Shabbar 
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TEMP~RATURE AND PRECIPITATION DATA FOR T~E WEEK ENDING 0~00 G.~~1._ MAY 3, 1983 · 

h';'peralure (aq Precip. (mm) 

Statlanl 

tnON 
Burwash 
Davson 
Paro 
l omakuk 
Hayo 

.Shlngle 

Beac h 

Polnt 
Te alln 
Wa t 1on Llllte 
Whitehorae 
ROITllV!ST TIUITOII!S 

0 
E " ... 

" ... 0 en .2 ,z 
e o E 
" ~ 0 ~ 0 .!: 

E " :, E E .,,-
.. IC 
-o 
~~ 

5 4 18 - 7 
5 2 19 - 6 
H X 19P - 4 

-11 l - l -25 
6 2 19 - 4 

12 - 2 - 3 -24 
H X 18P - 5P 
6 3 19 - 4 
7 3 20 - 2 

Ca pe Pa r ry -16 - 3 -10 -23 
Ca pe Young -21 - 6 - 9 -33 
Clinton Point -17 - 4 - 8 - 28 
Coppermine -20 - 8 - 8 -30 
Port Reliance - 8 - 3 4 - 23 
Port Simp1on l - 2 13 -15 
Port Smith - l - 3 9 - 9 
Hay Ri ver - 3 - 3 8 - 13 
l nuv ik -10 - 2 l -23 
Lady Franklin Point - 20 - 4 -11 -27 
Nichol son Peninsula - 15 - 3 - 8 -22 
Nonaan Welh - l O lt -11 
Po r t Rad i UII H X 2 -19P 
Robertson Laite H X -14P -26P 
Tuktoyaktuk -13 - 2 - 5 -23 
Yellowknife - 5 - 2 4 -16 
Baker Lake -16 - 3 - 7 -21 
Cora l Harbour - 10 3 - 4 - 22 
Ennadai Lake H H - 7P -25P 
Jenny Li nd !eland - 22 - 4 -17 - 28 
Pe lly 88y H H -10 -27P 
R.olnkin Inlet -13 X - 6 -19 
Shepherd Bay -21 - 3 -12 -32 
Br ough t on Island -1 0 3 0 - 18 
Cape Dor1e t - 7 X - l -11 
C.pe Dyer - 8 3 0 -17 
Cape Hooper -12 2 - l -19 
Clyde -15 - l - 6 - 20 
Dewar La kes - 1 2 4 - 5 -1 7 
Frob isher Bay - 3 7 l - 8 
Longsta f f Bluff -12 3 - 6 - 20 
Pond Inlet -22 X -13 -29 
Al ert -21 - 3 - 16 -26 
Eureka -21 - 2 -14 -28 
Gl adman Point -21 - 3 -13 -31 
Hall Beach - 17 - l - 5 -28 
Hacker Inlet -15 1 - 7 -23 
Reaolute -24 - 6 -18 -30 
Byron Bay - 23 - 5 -15 -29 
Cambridge Bay -23 - 7 -16 -30 
Mould Ba y -21 - 4 - 14 -27 
Sachs Ha r bour - 18 - 4 - 9 -25 
BUTISB COLOKIIA 
Abbo t s fo rd 
Al er t Bay 
Amph i t r ite Point 
Blue River 
Bull Harbour 
Burns Lake 
Ca pe Scott 
Cape St Jamee 
Clinton 
Comox 
Cran brook 
Dease Lake 
Es tevan Point 
Ethelda Bay 
Fo r t Nel1on 
Fort St John 
Ho pe 
~ ml oopa 
Lllngara 
Lyt ton 
Hac kende 
He In nee Ia land 
Pe nt l e: ton 
Port Alberni 
Port Hardy 
Pl'inc:e George 
Prince Rupert 
Puntd 1-buntain 
Quesnel 
Tleveletoke 
Sand1pit 
Smithen 

12 
11 
11 
H 

10 
8 

11 
11 

3 
2 
X 
J( 

2 
X 
3 
4 

H X 
12 3 

7 - 2 
6 4 

10 2 
10 J( 

0 
0 

4 

22 
20 
16 

3 
3 
6 

l 7P ,_ l P 
17 3 
21 ._ 3 
1.5 7 
19 7 
17P - 3P 
21 3 
16 - 3 
20 '- 5 
16 1 
19 l 
19 - 9 
16 - 6 5 

13 
12 

8 

X 23 5 

13 
4 

12 
11 

2 22 1 
2 16 5 
1 24 3 
X 
3 
l 

19 - 4 
19 7 
22 l 

H X 2 2P lP 
10 3 17 3 

7 l 19 ,_ 3 
9 3 19 2 
H X 18P ,.. 6P 

10 3 21 - 3 
l l 1 20 1 
10 3 16 5 
11 5 23 ,_ l 

0 

a -0 .... 

" ~ ... 0 
.2.z 
o E ! _g 

4. 8-0,1 
H H 
H X 

1.0 1.0 
2.0 0.2 
2,4 o. 5 

H X 
4.2 0.6 
4.2 2,6 

o.o - 2,6 
o.o - 0 . 6 

H H 

H H 
4.2 1.4 

25 , 4 22.3 
1.2 - 4.2 
1.6 i- 2.8 
2. 7 - 1. l 
o.o '- 0.4 
o.o - 0 . 7 
1. 2 - 1.4 

H X 
J( H 

o.o 
3,2 
o.o -
7. 1 

- 0 . 7 
0.4 
1.9 
).1 

H H 
o.o I- l. l 

H H 
H X 

o.o - 0 . 9 
2.6 1- 2.3 

11. 2 X 
1.4 1- ).4 

16.0 10 . 8 
0.4 '- 1.0 

21.0 16 . 7 
H H 

1.8 0.4 
1.2 X 
3.2 1.2 

H H 
1.0 o.o 
4.0 0.4 
8.4 7. 9 
0 , 4 ... 1.3 
o.o - 0.5 
0.8 1- o. 7 

H H 
o.o '- 0.2 

8, 8 -18.4 
1,6 -16.0 

11. 7 X 
H X 

o.o -25.8 
H X 

),8 -28.9 
o.o -25.0 

H X 
9.0'"" 5 , 1 

H H 
1.6 - 0 . 9 

H H 
H X 

4 . 2 - 3.4 
6,0 ._ ).4 
8,3 X 

17.1 12.5 
LO -25.0 
7 ,5 6.6 

H X 
H H 

0.8 - 6.5 
H I 

0 , 8 -22.5 
1,5 - 7.4 
2.2 -32.3 

H X 
2, 9 - 3,8 
3,8 1- 2.8 
0.1 -19,6 
0.0'- 7.8 

Station 

Stewart 
Terrace 
Vancou•er 
Victoria 
wuu ... Lake 
lLIIITA 
Banff 
Calgary 
Cold Laite 
Coronat1012 
P'..daonton Intl 
P'..dl90n ton llamao 
P'..d800 

Port Chlpewyan 
l'ort Hc:Hurray 
Grande Pralrte 
Hlgh Level 
Juper 
Lethbrid1e 
Lloydain1ter 
Hed kine Hat 
Peace li•er 
Red Deer 
Rocky Mountain Bou•e 
Sla•e Lake 
Whiuc:ourt 
SASUTCIIIVil 
Broadview 
Buffalo llarron 
Colltna Bay 
Cree Lau 
l'.a1tend 
Elbow 
l1tevan 
Rud1on Bay 
IUnderaley 
La Ronae 
Meadow Lake 
1-bose Jaw 
Nlpavin 
North Battle lord 
Prince Albert 
Re1lna 
Rocqlen 
Saek.atoon 
Swift Current 
Uranilm City 
Wynyard 
Torkton 
MillTOIA 
Btuett 
Brandon 
Churc:hlll 
Dauphin 
G111 .. 
Glalt 
Grand Rapid• 
bland Laite 
Lynn Laite 
Norway Houae 
Pilot Hound 
Portage la Pratrte 
Th~ Pu A 
Thoapson 
Winnie 
OlffillO 
Araatrong 
Atiltokan 
Barrie 
Big Trout Lake 
Britt 
Caribou llland 
F.arlton 
Gerald ton 
Core Bay 
lapualtadng 
Kenora 
IUngaton 
Lan1dovne Rouae 
London 
Hooaonee 
Mount Pore•t 
Hu1kou 
Nagagut 
North Bay 
Ottawa 

• ~ • -- •--- .~ . - 1 A•v• • no 

•Temperature (0c)i ! .tecip . (mmJ 

0 

.,.~ 
" ... 0 
en 2z 
0 ... 
" > 
< 

0 . 
a. E 
" 0 Q.!: 

. E " :, EE .,.­

... ,c 
-o 
~-~ 

.,.e 
E :,, 
"·~ ;c 
,c · -
w~ 

12 X 23 2 
13 6 24 3 
12 2 19 5 
11 2 19 3 
8 2 18 - 3 

3 0 14 - 6 
4 1 15 - 4 
2 - 2 15 
2 3 16 
3 - 3 17 
4 - 2 16 
4 - 2 15 

- 7 
- 8 
- 8 
- 4 
- 6 
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2 - 3 1) 
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4 - 1 
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- 3 X 
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) - 3 
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2 - 5 

- 3 - 2 
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2 - 4 
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16 
16 
16 

- 6 
- 6 
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16 - 5 
8 - 6 
5 -15 
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15 - 5 
18 - 6 
11 - 6 
16 - 6 
9 8 

12 - 6 
16 - 7 
11 - 8 
16 - 5 
12 - 9 
15 - 8 
16P - 6P 
15 4 
15 - 7 
5 -10 

14 - 6 
17 - 5 
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18 - 3 
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18 - 7 
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17 - 5 
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11 - 9 
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18 - 6 

X 21P l 
1 10 - 8 
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H 
l 
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5 - 2 
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1,4 - 8,8 
0,6 - 3,9 

H H 
2.6 - 9,8 

H H 
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H X 
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Red Lake 
Simcoe 
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Sudbury 
Thunder Bay 
Thaine 
Toronto 
Trenton 
Upeala 
Wava 
Wiarton 
Wlnd•or 
Q HC 
Bagotville 
Bate-Comeau 
Blanc-Sablon 
Border 
Chevery 
Chibougaau 
Gasp~ 
Inultjuak 
Kuujjuaq 
Kuujjuarapilt 
Lac:-Eon 
La Grande-Riviere 
Hanivaki 
Hatagami 
Mont-Joli 
Hontrhl 
Nataahquan 
Nitc:hequon 
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Por t-Henier 
Qu,bec 
Riv Ure-du-Loup 
Roberval 
Schefferville 
Sept-Iles 
Sherbrooke 
Ste-Agathe-dee-Monte 
Sutton Junction 
Val-d ' Or 
nv 11uwswta 
Charlo 
Chatham 
Fredericton 
1-bncton 
Saint John 
St Ste hen 
ROYA SCOTIA 
Amherst 
F.ddy Point 
Greenwood 
Sable Island 
Shearwater 
Shelburne 
Sydney 
Truro 
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PURCE !DWilD ISUJO> 
Charlottetown 
East Point 
SW111Dereide 
ll!VFODlfDLAIID 
Argentia 
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Bonavia ta 
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Coafort Cove 
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6 l 18 - 6 

8 4 20 - l 
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30, 9 1.5 
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