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e Southern Ontario-Tornado update:
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X Photo by M.J. Newark
3 On May 2, severe thunderstorms spawned at least 8 tornadoe
i southern Ontario. No death curred, however 12 people were injure
iﬂ seriously. The full extent of the damage has not yet been apprais
154 it may easily be in mas millions of dollars. Above, ytograph
;}J ringan's fruit market at ces Corners after a tor ripped
."I 2

Il the area. /page 8
s | (also see T ADOES 1 t
.' \:K:‘o I.S)
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e E/ Nino believed to be the cause of the mild
Canadian winter . 6- 7

and much more inside...........

S 1225-5707 l NOTE: The data shown in this publication are based cn unverified reports
BC:551.5086.1( | from approximately 225 Canadian synoptic stations.
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SHADED AREAS
AHBOVE NORMAL
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DEPARTURE FROM NORMAL
OF
P MEAN TEMPERATURE
MAY 3 TO 9, 1983
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ACROSS THE COUNTRY...

Yukon and the Northwest Terrltorles
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After several weecks of balmy
weather, temperatures dropped to
just below normal in the Jkon.

Elsewhere,

readings were 3 o

degrees below normal. An Influx of
molst alr from the Gulf of Alacka
kept a pall of dark clouds over rhe
Yukon. Mixture of rain and NOW

fell several

west of

times durling the week
the Mackenzlie valley. Tungs-
the most snowfall, ]

cm. preclpltation In northern Yukon,

ten recelved

; ; . Yo T

further deterlorated roads; vehicle
I SR ="chh ZSIE L TIEESE SIS O ST 4

welght restrictions contlinue

Imposed on northern Yukor

British Columblia

WEEKLY TEMPERATURES EXTREMES (°C)

' YUKON TERRITORY
NORTHWEST TERRITORIES

BRITISH COLUMBIA

ALBERTA
SASKATCHEWAN

i MAN| TOBA

ONJARIO
QUEBEC

NEW BRUNSWICK
NOVA SCOTIA

PRINCE EOWARD
"NEWF OUNDLAND

Al

I SLAND

1
I Warmest mean temperature
Coolest mean temperature

L

MAXC | MUM MINIMUM
16.6
10.7
22.5
21.6

=272
-34.1

=3l
=135

wh | tehorse
Fort Smith
Pentlcton
Medicine Hat

Shingle Point
Cape Young
Puntzl Mt.
Fort Chlpewyan

23.1 Estevan -14.9 Collins Bay
21.6 Gretna =252  Charchiil |
22.8 Torcnto -21.0 Winlisk

22.7 Suttn dnct -183.8 Inoucdjouac
22.5 Chatham -2.4 Charlo

21.4 Greenwood Vw2 o lriro

19.1 Summerslide 0.9 East Point

N
O
~J

St. Johns Hopedale

ACROSS THE NATION

Greenwood, NS
Eureka, NWT

Relatlively

weat'er gave way to a

regime after mid-week. Mean tempera-
tures were near normal

northern reglon, wher: yccasional
snow and cold Arctic alr fai Ry

rellinquish Its grip.

The forest fire hazard is
along the north coast and
in parts of the
hail damage occurred to fruit t-ees
In the Osyoos and Ollver districts
of the southern Okanagan valley.

moderate

interior. On

Pralrie Provinces

Weather systems gave generally
unsettled weather to most regions.
On May B8, more than 20 cm of new
snow was reported in the Alberta
foot=hills.

Seeding has commenced th
south, but Is progressing slowly due

e - The- Fecent cool spring weather
and resultant below normal soll
temperatures. Graln crops seeded
last Autumn have fared ver we |

. e E T e
through this past mild winter.

Since April 1, many areas

southern Prairies have received only
1 cent of their precipitation
total, but I|ittle concern has been

due to ample soil molsture

2 par

Ontario

Lately, rain during the week-

end has become a common oOccurrencs:
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TOTAL PRECIPITATION
MAY 3TO 9, 1983

WEEKLY TOTAL PRECIPITATION EXTREMES (mm)

YUKON

NORTHWEST TERRITORIES
BRITISH COLIMBIA
ALBERTA

SASKATCHEWAN

MAN | TOBA
ONJAR 10
QUEREC

NEW BRUNSWICK
NOVA SCOTIA
PRINCE EDWARD | SLAND
NEWF OUNDLAND
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7.
9.
9.
0.
8.
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27.0
76.8
109.4
22.4
19.8

Ifwd

.

56.0

ICE

e —

Predominantly southerly flow

of mlld alr

contributed

o &

rapld eroslon and decay of the

southern edge of

pack ice was now
areas north of
Panlssula.

pack

confined +to
the Bale Verte
An open water

The

lead,

about 40 km, wlde exlsted up the

Tungsten
Fort Smith
Cape Scott
Peace Rlver
Wynyard

Norway House
Britr

Bale Comeau
Salnt John
Yarmouth

Char lottetown
S5t« Lawrence

Labrador coast to near Saglek
HBay. However, north-
erly winds may temporarlly close
the shore lead along the Bale
Verte Penlssula. The Gulf of St.

comp letely open

periods of

Lawrence was now
water.

in southern Ontario; the past week-
end belng no exception. Heavy down-
pours of 50-45 mm caused local

£ 1

flooding In the already raln-soaked

southern Ontario. At 44 mm
of rain on May 7,

record 24-hours rainfall for May (40

Wiarton,
exceeded the

aven

mm). In addition, cold temperatures

turned raln to snow that reached as
far south as Lake Ontario; at North
Bay, 12 cm of new snow remalned
the ground by the end of the week.
Owing to the heavy ralns,
fleld=work In southern Ontarl: has

4 ;
bean delayed 2 to 3 week

Quebec

B

Heavy ralns of 70-110 mm

several areas of south-

Communlties

flooding In

- et
SOuU

. -~
ern Quebec.

Montreal @experienced extensiy

= Sl
flooding when +the Richelle

flooded; residents had +o vbandon
thelr homes. Other major |ocd—af-
fected areas Included COttawa val ley
and the suburbs of gJ:bwa city where
ralnfall amounted to about 80 mm.
Since the beginning of May,

several southern Quebec stations
have already recelved more +than

their normal monthly ralinfall; for
example, 116 mm has fallen at Quabec
clty compared to the monthly mean of
86 mm.

Snow and cold temperatures
doml nated northern Quebec's weather.
New snow added to the snow cover; at
Inukjuak, snow on the ground In-
creased from 11 to 70 om in one
Because of

areas

week . the heavy rains,

agricultural were completely

saturated. Fleld=-work Was at a
standstil|.
Atlantic Provinces

ocuther flow of mil r kept
temperatures to 5 degrees above
lormal across th ' /Inces w1 ng
to the mild spring weather agrowth of
the winter wheat crop was 2 weeks

ahead of schedule In Nova Scot

ahead of schedule in Prince

3 weeks

Edward Heavy ralns abated in

lsland.

New Brunswick; water level In the
Saint John River was now receding,

‘3 n d t} "\»"
the critical stage. Fields
and heavy

the week's end, It was below
|

saturated,

could not be used.
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f%_ Sol| Molsture |ndex
f SOIL MOIS : .
| SOIL MOISTURE INDEX 4% e tued Tlndow Tomped ! as 8
| PER CENT OF WATER A
, HOLDING CAPACITY percentage of the assumed soll wa- ]
‘ uhA&y_ 9 1983 ter holding capaclty at each sta-
‘ m: tlon. It Is a relatlive Indicator of
Hhes molsture status of the <ol l. 3
100 = completely saturated b
; 50 = 50% of assumed holding
| capaclty
I
0 = absolutely dry i
']
TEMPERATURE . ANGMALY FORECAST
Temperature Anomaly Forecast
The temperature anomaly fore-
TEMPERATURE ANOMALY cast, for each of the 70 canadlan
: RDQECAST‘FRCMA stations, Is prepared by doing a
Ll gl search of historical weather maps to
MAY 10 T 198¢ 7
. 2l find cases simllar to the present.
é The principle used is that a pre-
; diction for the next 15 days may be
based on ' what s koown To  have
| actual ly happened during the 15-day
| eriods. After the five best sets
selected, the surface tempera-
re anomalies are calculated. Th
l"\ j.r-‘ " s -'."1'-ﬁ1-" f ll"'d'3+)-
% ) ti sC OV {4
+4 much above normal
w', . above normal
I N norma |
by - below normal
! 2 CMEINES

] : i e - : e -~  much below normal
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ﬁ‘ TEMPERATURE PRECIPITATION AND BRIGHT SUNSHINE DATA FOR THE WEEK ENDING 0100 EST MAY 10, 1983
ud S S T ———— -~ - _— Sy
1 STATION TEWP PRECIP SUN STATION TEMP PRECIP SL'MJ
i v e i ™ | so6 | H av | 1w ™ | so6| H |
B |
{"; TUKON Thomp son ) 15 -1 ) 4 0
Bl | Komakuk Beach =15 - 8 =21 {0 25,0 M Winnlpeq . D = ) 1, ' 16 .5
Mayo A 5 i R T 9.2 M M [ONTARTO R P AT
Watson Lake 5 16 - 1t M 2145 Big Trout Lake - 4 Y 13.9 5«0 M
wWhltehorse 5 17 -3 28 M M Ear |l ton 5 Y=} M M M i
| NCRTRWEST TERRTTORTES Kapuskasing R o 0.4 1
| | Fort Smith R, i S - KA < - M M |Kenora SN, | A Jn2 M M | |
i lnuv ik -} = N =21 0.2 26.0 M London 3 Vil Y. 50.5 ) 44.9 |
| Norman Wells -1 7 =10 2.2 0.0 48.7 |Moosonee A 0.2 M M |
| voliowknlfe -4 9 -7 0.0 0.0 78,3 |Muskoka o R e 67.7. M M|
l§ Baker Lake =19 5 =2 e 0.0 6 .0 M North Bay A |5 S 48.6 0.0 44.1 |
Cape Dyer 1% -6 =2 8.4 8.0 M O+tawa 15 0 A6, 3 ¥ 2.0
| Clyde A0y o =2b M 114.0 M [Pickle Lake i el =5 1.7 ¥ M| |
Bill Froblsher Bay -8 -1 -18 M 38.0 M [Red Lake 4 I Bgeris? 2.4 M 77.4 |
| Alert =16 =10 =24 T4 8.0 3.5 Sudbury A 16 - 5 16 ‘ 45.8 | .
| Fureka =20 =4 =217 0.0 14.0 M |Thunder Bay 5 L el 0.0 M M |
| Hall Beach ol i —-24 feD 495.0 M Timmins Z g =g )4 ) M
Resolute =19 L= 3 =23 10 21.0 66.2 Toronto 8 vl e 18.7
Cambridge Bay =19 =11 =30 0.2 45.0 93.7 Trenton 9 22 0 M f A
| | Mould Bay =16 =10 =24 1.0 15.0 M Wlarton 5 = 57 ad v A
FiliSachs Harbour K -14. - 7 =23 245 70 58.6 |Windsor 9 22 0 281 ‘ M |
|| MBRTTTSR CoroReT QUEREC " & v g
| | Cape St James 10 16 5 14.7 M M Bagotville 5 o e 8
| | Cranbrook 8. e 0 6.1 M M |Blanc Sablon B e 2 18 M |
Fort Nelson G LR Bt 25 .4 M M Inuk Juak 10 = 4 =48 o 6 |
| | Fort St John Grod 14 1 8.9 M M |Kuuj Juag -3 7 =12 M |
| | Kamloops 1A 22 2 2.6 M 49.2 |Kuu]Juarapik =B B =15 7.6 ' 0.0 M |
| | Penticton 11 23 3 11.6 M M [Manawak| 5 1= 05 Fliss M 16.2 |
| | Port Hardy g 16 8L 1046 M M [Montréal St 39.8 Mo 189 |
Prince George 8 16 = 4.9 M 41.6 Mont=Jol | 5 14 0 69.8 M 22.0 |
Prince Rupert gy 1 0 35.9 M  30.3 |[Natashquan 1 N 27.4 M M
Revelstoke 1 22 3 14.6 M  38.1 |Nitchequon = =1 2 BEeb 100 AT D
Smithers 8 14 0 29.4 M 31.0 |Quebec g8 18 1 81.5 M 19,0 |
Vancouver 11 16 2 350.4 M 28.4 |Schefferville =i 3 =15 9 19 44.1 |
Victorla 10 16 5 3.0 M  35.0 [Sept-lles R 65.6 M |
fll [Williams Lake 7 17 0 12 R M |Sherbrooke S R 45.6 . M 23.4|
il! | ALBERTA Val d'Or 2 TR o 5.6 M 45.9 |
|| Calgary B8 18 0 32 M 44.6 hatrm |
il | Cold Lake | - 3 M M 28.2 |Charlo 7 T =g 174 M M |
}' Coronatlon g 20 =3 4.0 M 49.8 [|fredericton 12 "N 0 173 M M |
{ll | Edmonton Namao 9 18 - 1 0.8 M M {Moncton 1302 0 5.9 M Bf.SJ
fll | Fort McMurray 5 119 =9 3] M 40.2 |NOVA SCOTTK 1
:1 Jasper 7 18 - 1 1.8 M 25.9 Greenwood 13 21 0 18.4 ) MJ
il | Lethbridge 10 19 1 9.4 M M Shearwater 9 18 b i M 39,8
|| Medicline Hat 'l 22 3 113 M 46.3 Sydney 10 19 0 1042 ! M|
| Peace Rlver 6 15 - 20 .8 M M Yarmouth 9 17 3 19.8 M d%.SJ
- SASRATCREWAN PRTRCE EDWARD TSCARD |
| Cree lLake 0 14 =1 M 10 47.0 Char lottetown 12 19 7, Y 7.3 M M
n Estevan 104 423 i 6.6 M 1..507 Sunmers|de 12 19 3 13.4 M M |
fll| L2 Ronge LS 1.2 M M |NEWFOUNDLCAND = i |
Ml Rogina 1 22 =" 4.1 M 61.9 Gander 18 0 * ‘ 76.1 |
1 i Saskatoon 9 2 = 11.6 M M |Port aux Rasques 5 9 2 28.¢ M M|
Ml Swlft Current 10 19 N M v M St+. John's “ = 21.8 M u |
fil| Yorkton 2 20 ' =Ek BHE s M 53.0 |St Lawrence e I8 56.0 M
|l MANTTOEA Cartwr I ght T S 278 501y 274 |
il| 2randon 7 21 - 4 Dt M M Goose 7 V50 =i 47.9 9.0 116
"E Churchl il -12 5 -25 0.8 65.0 58,4 Hopedale -2 8 -11 b:@ 274 M |
fl The Pas A 8.4 M M |
‘.
jili AV = weekly mean temperature (°C) SOG = snow depth on ground. (cm), last day of the period |
‘! Mx = weekly extreme maximum temperature (°C) H = week ly total bright sunshine (hrs) ]
3} M woek |y extreme minimum temperature (°C) X = not observed g
i 7 = weekly total precliplitation (mm) P = extreme value based on less than 7 days
! M = not avallable at press time ‘
] — s —re —_— et ealle ]
;3: Lanadian Climate Centre, j Annual subscription rate for weekly issues-——-
Ml " 'mospheric Environment Service, | $35.00
|18 f“oz Dyfferén?STfeef, i Annual subscription rate for one issue per
'ownsview, Ontario, i ne q monthly supplement-= Ja
CANADA M3H 574 ! TgTéggégg gggu[r|@::'(4’-¥2g’f4”§l 45
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] EL NINO: THE CHILD WITH MANY FACES
: i BY
g AMIR SHABBAR
| ! ™
[ CANADIAN CLIMATE CENTRE
e i, - — -
Environment Canada climato-
loglst have - confirmed that most ( ¥4
Canadians escaped the bltter sting Cj WARM WATERS N / -
of winter during the 1982-83 sea- (FEB. 1983) - ui
son. With the exception of the Q/‘U g '
northeastern Arctlic, record to NORTH (V/f' 5
near-record ml ld temperatures were AMER | CA ‘: ! '
sat across Canada. Some l|ocations :
In Ontario experlenced thelr mild- ’
est winter In half a century. On 5
the Canadian Pralirlies winter tem- ‘
peratures were, on average, 5°C NORTH |
above normal, and in the Mari]- {
times, 3°C above normal. Frult EQUATORISL A :
trees were In full bloom in the = ;
Okanagan valley three weeks ahead : ECUADOR |
of schedule thls spring and log- LEQUATG! | o
ging In the central British Colum- i J5 SR
bla came to a standstill In mid- =
March because of the early spring §
thaw. ’ ?
. e
Canada's balmy weather was TAHITI i
only part of the unusual weather 9
plcture that affected other parts SOUTH. '
of the world. EQUA_TORIAL i
N \J }
_ Ry, |
DISASTEROUS FLOODING IN ECUADOR: s "
RECORD DROUGHT IN AUSTRALIA /]g
In the Unlited States, tor- water mammals have shown up as far Equatorlal Current ‘off western
rential raln and strong wlinds north as northern Callfornla. South America (see map). This cold
pounded Callfornia, while most of current allows nutrient-rich water
‘ the country enjoyed an abnormally Climatologists with Environ- To upwelll off Peru and Ecuador,
tumlld winter. Staggering record ment Canada and elsewhere believe thus providing one of the world's
ralnfalls caused floods and |and- that there Is a common denominator most productive fisheries. Every
| slides that claimed hundreds of explaining these confusing weath- year, during the Christmas season
| llves and destroyed milllions of ar events. IT is a phenomenon the warm E| Nino Current moves
dollars of property In Ecuador and known as El Nino: A weak warm southward off Ecuador, l!literally
Peru. The eastern half of Austra- coastal current that develops off blocking the nutrients from sur-
lia experlenced one of Its worst Peru and Ecuador around Christmas facing. A decrease thi 1antity
droughts In 200 vyears. Severe every year and that creates a vast of :;-“r;'*:w:-c'afk*.:_ﬂ avai | fo The
' drought struck parts of Africa, body of warm water in the Equato- ,*-“rf?:r;r.#_; food chain causes a reduc-
end winfer was unusually cold in rial Paclfic Ocean. Peruvian fish- tion In population of zoop!lanktc
India. erman gave it the name of "Cor- fish sea birds and e ani-
L 3 te del Ninc", iIn English “Cur- m but the effact shor
1l Other curlous events accom- rent of the [Christl]l Child".
panled these weather extremes.
i Millions of sea blirds have f led Ouring most of the year, th Jccasionally however, i
i thelr traditional nesting grounds rombined oction of sodtheactarts it et 28 gerg. Ltenes, &nd
| on Christmas Island and many other frade winds and the Earth's rota- prolonged. Sea-surface tempera-
Islands in the mi d~-Pacific. Warm Tlon maintalns the  cold South tures w"59 2-3°C above normal in




{I~¥as occurring.
|Iweather

2

the equatorlial eastern Paclfic and

may remaln high for as long as 18
months. Flshery ylelds are slig-
nlflcantly diminished, and un-

usually heavy ralnfall in Ecuador
and Peru results In flooding. In
recent times, the term "E| Nlno"
has coma to be ldentifled with the
more extreme warming of the surf-
waters that occurs at Inter-

Since World

ace
vals of 2 to 7 years.

War |1, nlne such El Nlno events
have occured, the more notable In
1957, 1965 and 1972-73.

NINO STRONGEST ON
TOTALLY  UNEXPECTED

1982-83 EL
RECORD YET

| senslng temperatures which

It Is clear that the 1982-83
event wlll be the strongest on
record and In many ways one of the
most unusual. The 40-70 metre deep
warm pool of surface water
expanded from a few milllon square
kilometres last October to near |y
50 mllllon square kllometres by
mid-March - an area about three
times the slize of Canadal Surface
water temperatures were near 28°C
with spot values up to 32°C: a
startling 5°C above normal.

The 1982-83 EIl Nino caught
most sclentists off guard. In
contrast to earller E| Nlﬁos, the
1982-83 event first manlfested
itself in the mlid-Pacific rather
than off Ecuador and Peru. Also,
the strong easterly +trade winds
that usually precede EI Nino were
absent. Last year's El Chlchon
eruption compounded the problem;
the Mexlican volcano Injected huge
c€louds of dust and aerosols Into
the atmosphere. Consequently,
satellites over the Paciflc were
were,
lower than true values.

By the end of October, when
warm water appeared off western
,oouth America, It was clear that
an El Nino of major proportions
And, as predicted,
‘ patterns were affected.
iHeavy rains caused flooding 1In
J[Ecuador and Peru and elevated
jocean temperatures resulted In the
iloss of a whole generation of
Benchovies off Peru. A high pres-

v

STRONG TRADE WiNDS THAT WEAKEN
SUDDENLY MAY SIGNAL THE ONSET OF
EL NINO

As weather experts +try to
unravel the mystery of EI Nl;o,
they are dlscovering that a se-
quence of ocean-atmosphere related
events usually take place before
the warm eplsode In the Equatorial
Paclfic. One component, dubbed the
"Southern Osclllation" (since the
alr pressures on opposite sides of
the Paciflc follow a see-saw |lke
curve), has a low value before the

onset of El Nino. The 1982 value
of this component was the lowest
ever recorded.
The most wldely accepted
~
theory concerning ElI Nino was

proposed by Klaus Wyrtki of the

University of Hawall. In summary ,
abnormally strong trade winds In
the lowest 2 kilometres of the
atmosphere blow for a couple of
months ralsing the sea leve! In
the western Paclfic ocean and
lowering It In the eastern por-
tions. These wlinds then weaken
conslderably. The accumulated

water In the west Pacific is then
transported to the east via the
Equatorial Counter-Currents (much
llke water In a bathtub). The sea
level and water temperature both
Increase along the- South Amerlcan
Coast, burylng the cool waters off
Peru, and EI Nino Is born.

The burgeoning question re-
mains: How does an oceanlc process
In Equatorial Paclflic Ocean affect
the winter In Canada?
loglists at Environment Canada havo
been monlitoring EI Nino careful ly.
Computer models at Environment
Canada's Canadlian Climate Centre
in Toronto revealed that the sea-

Climato-

surface temperature anomalles In
the central equatorial Paciflc may
have a slgnlflcant Influence on
winte llmate In Canada. The

a wWarm episodd

L ? | P o e .

JEtal raecitie ds ACCOm~

Dy & general warmlinag of +
¥ ¢ QSIS O C i u 3

sphere near the equator. Slnce

equator-to-pole temperatiure
iel ¥ alatba ,.:.n:f' +he M= Aar
=l Ar flo . arata
' Y i 4] 1 .
t na mi lder Pac|f 3 | OVer
T ot North Americ:
-
El Nino Indeed affected +he

rmospheric clirculation over Nortt

America last year. Instead of the
usual wintry blast of cold air
from the Arctlc, yir masses

“lginating over the mild waters
of the north Paclific dominated

weather in southern Canada. Alr

pressures in the Gulf t Ajaska
have been exceptlionally low: con-=
sequently, storms were pushed
hundreds of kilometres southwards.
Californla which thelr
Tracks, recelved +the brunt of
rhese storms. More than the usual
number of storms al + across
the  Gulf -of ‘Mexi deiugling
Florida and Loulsia eavy
rains.

In thelr search to develop
seasonal forecasts, climatologists
nave recognlzed that the E! Nino

which occurs on a
sufficlently long time-scale and
tollows some rhythmic pattern, may

phanomenon,

be used as a predictive tool.
Unfortunately, EI Nino does not
come with an Iron-clad guarantee
.of a mild winter. In the past,
some E| Ninos accompanied very
cold Canadian winters. When wiil
the next strong EI Nino develop

and which of Its many faces will

IT show In Canada? As yet, no one

can answer these questions with
falnty.
i ._,-—-\
3l )
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>
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1:00 pe«ms on

May 2, 198% &a severe Ttornado

¢ |ashed across a part of southern
Ontarlio In the vicinlty of Sarnia,
rated as an F4 (severe Intensity,
winds 330 to 415 km/h)} on TtThe

Fujlta F-scale. 1t touched down In
Fnnlskillen Townshlip, 9 kllometres

west northwest of Petrolla. A
con lnuous trall of destruction
cou d be traced across Plympton
and Warwlck Townships for a dis-
tance of about 36 kllometres (see
map before the tornado |lfted 5
k1 lometres wast of Arkona. Damage
wldth varled from 150 metftres to
£00 metres while damage area was

11 square kllometres. The path

sactlion of
one small

of Reeces

located on the damage

| ay
the
com-

rural
an«
the
WAaSs

ACross a
province, only
munity, ham| et

corners,

track. Fortunately tThere were no
human deaths, although 12 people

were [(njured, 2 of them seriously.
thousands of poultry and
cattle killad In

the flying debris.

However ,

a number of ware

tornado was
sarlous Canadian event In
of May 2 tornadoes whlich
across the Great Lakes
Tornadoes from the same
of storms also struck
nelghbouring U.S. States. At the
time of writing, the outbreak Is
least 8

known to have produced at
tornadoes

conflrmed suspacted
on the Canadlan slde of the border
in the vicinlty of

them
and news of

This particular
most
a serles
progressed
area.

the

fami ly

or

{three of

athers IS

Toronto)

expected In due time.

statistical basis, a
this magnltude
somewhere in
Records Indicate
F3 (winds 250-330 km/h) or strong-

On a
of

due

Intarlo.

tornado was

bout southern

that an

er tornado can be expected there
once every flve years or so. The
"Woodstock tornado" of 1979 was
the last one In thls category.

THE ™REECES CORNERS™ TORNADC
BY
M. J. NEWARK

CANAD I AN CLIMATE CENTRE

e —

The - area In which the "Reece:
Corners" tornado occurred is lo-

cated In the high tornado-risk-
In Canada. On the average, <
tornadoes per year are expected in
in that part
province, and a city the
slze of Sarnla (200 km?) can

pect bad tornado damage once In 10
y¢ Reeces Corners (1.5
risk. s oopes. In 13006

zone

a county-sized
>f  the

area
= o

ars. For
%) the

ars!

~
‘-A/
o
V¢ ]

~
=

In human terms, the extent of
the damage caused by a tornado
such as this ope Is diftflcult to
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