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ACROSS THE COUNTRY 

Yukon and the Northwest Territories 

Oppressively hot weather west 
of the Mackenzie r-buntalns estab-
llshed numerous record high t~era-
tures across the Yukon. A few a I 1-
t I me records were also set; for 
examp I e 34° at Watson Lake. Apart 
from the above norma I prec Ip I tat I on 
In extreme southern Baffin Island, 
the Arctic was generally dry. 
Eureka, ~T rece I ved 485 hours of 
br I ght sunsh I ne - the rrost for any 
station In Canada this May. 

British Colu•bla 

A changeab I e weather reg I me 
resulted In sunny and hot conditions 
by the end of the· month. Dur Ing the 
last week-end of May, a strong 
souther I y f I ow a 11 owed temperatures 
to rise Into the mid to high 
thirties, breaking numerous tempera-
ture records. No less than seven 
a I 1-t I me h I gh temp er atu res were set 
at various locations. The dry hot 
weather a I I owed the f I re i ndex to 
reach extreme; by the end of the 
month many new forest fires, Includ-
ing large ones were burning In 
central and northern districts. 

Prairies 

Mean roonthly t~er ature ranged 
from near normal In the west to roore 
than 5° below norma I In the east. 
Parts of central and southern Alber-
ta had one of their driest roonths on 
record and rain was urgently needed 
for newly seeded crops. 

Two major snow storms struck 
central and eastern portions giving 
heavy snow and b I Izzard - I i ke con-
d I ti ons. The first storm on the 10th 
dropped 15 to 20 cm of snow over a 
I arge area of southern Saskatchewan 
and northern Manitoba. On the 12th a 
second storm produced add I ton a I 
snowfalls of 25-35 cm In southeast-

Canada 
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PER CENT OF NORMAL 
PRECIPITATION 

MAY. 1983 
% 

TOTAL PRECIPITATION 
MAY . 1983 

mm 

ern Saskatchewan; West Poplar River 
near the US border recorded 52 cm. 

Ontario 

Ontar Io M8y weather was coo I, 
wet and very dJ I 1. Br I ght sunsh I ne 
was 40 to 50 hours below norma I 
alroost everywhere. t-'ean tef1'1)eratures 
were 2 to 3 degrees be I ow norma I 
resu It Ing In the coo I est May In 15 
years at a few central Ontario sta-
tions. A late freeze on the 27th and 
28th damaged some tobacco plants In 
the Delhi-Windham area. Up to 15 per 
cent of some vegetable and fruit 
crops suffered substantial damage 
f r om the mtd-May frost that occurred 
I n the South. 

Ra Inf a I I was excess Ive every-
where except I n northwestern Ont-
ar Io. Several southern stations 
received record ratnfal I for May ; 
for examp I e, 175 rrm at Wt arton was 
285 per cent of norma 1. At many 
other locations, ratnfal I was the 
heaviest for May since the late 
1960s. 

A series of tornadoes ripped 
through southwestern Ontar Io on May 
2, pt.mme I I I ng the v I I I age of Reeces 
Corners east of Sarnia Into rubble. 
Twisters from the same faml ly of 
storms tore the roofs off factor I es 
and but Id I ngs In the Toronto area. 
Winds gusting up to 125 km/h accom-
panied the severe weather. Some 
peop I e were I nJ ured. 

The wet and coo I weather that 
began In ~rll has delayed ploughing 
and spring seeding about 2 weeks In 
southern Ontario. 

Southern Quebec has endured 
week after week of co Id and ra I ny 
weather. Record rain fell at numer-
ous southern stations Including : 

Bale Comeau 
Bagotvt I le 
Manlwakl 
Quebec City 
Ste-Agathe 
Sherbrooke 
Trols Rtvleres 

New Old Yer 
Record Record 

183.0 156.3 
176.7 154.7 
112.2 112.2 
245. 1 189.2 
195.4 189.0 
182.4 181. 4 
271.3 171.5 

1981-
1947 
1970 
1973 
1974 
1974 
1974 
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CLIMATIC EXTREM::S-MAY 

MEAN TEWERATURE: 

WARMEST 
COLDEST 

HIGHEST TEWERATURE: 

LCMEST TEWERATURE: 

HEAVIEST PRECIPITATION: 

HEAVIEST SNCMFALL: 

DEEPEST SNCM COVER ON MAY 31: 

GREATEST NIJ"1BER OF BRIGHT 
SUNSHINE HOURS: 

Lytton, BC 
Cambridge Bay, NWT 

Lytton, BC 

Copperml ne, NWT 

Quebec City, PQ 

Cape Dyer, NWT 

Clyde, NWT 

Eureka, NWT 

16.5° 
-14.9° 

40.4° 

-30.2° 

245.1 mm 

101.4 cm 

90.0 cm 

485 hrs 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Quebec Cl ty and Tro Is RI v 1-... 

eres also establ I shed al I-time 
h I gh non th I y rat nf a 11 M10unts. 
Records for the least number of 
br I ght sun sh I ne hours were set at 
a few stations along the shores of 
the St. Lawrence Valley. r-'ean 
temperatures were about 2 degrees 
below normal almost everywhere. 

Ow I ng to the water- I ogged 
f lelds, spring seeding was at a 
standstill. By the end of Mey, 
only 25 per cent of the seedl ng 
was CO!ll)leted. 

Atlantlc Provinces 

The weather was extreme I y 
du I I end wet on the East Coast; 
however, t8nl)eratures averaged 

brl ght sun-
norma I set-
a few Nova 

near norrne I • Hours of 
shine were well below 
ting record lows at 

Scotia stations; for example, the 
meagre 135 hours at Shearwater was 
on I y 64 per cent of norma I • Pre-
c Ip It at I on was excessive, and 
several locatlons received rrore 
than tw Ice the Ir norma I anounts. 
At Summerslde, 150 mm of rain set 
a record for May. On May 17, the 
5. 2 cm of snow at Freder I cton was 
the I atest that a measurab I e 
amount of spring snow has fallen. 

Because of the saturated 
f I e Ids, the seed Ing of crops was 
delayed In many areas. River flows 
ranged from excessive in northern 
New Bru nsw I ck to be I ow norma I In 
western Nova Scot I a. Frost on the 
morn Ing of 17th and 18th damaged 
some strawberry and blueberry 
crops In Nova Scotia. 

•••••••••••••• 

CLIMATIC l~ACTS 

~grlculture 

Heavy ra Ins I eft f I e Ids unwork-
ab I e from the Great Lakes to the 
Martttmes. Field ploughing and 
spring seeding was 2 to 3 weeks 
beh Ind schedu I e. Farmers were con-
cerned: If seeding ts not completed 
soon, growing season would be 
shortened cons I derab ly and crops 
w I 11 not mature. Al though most of 
the seeding was cofll)leted on the 
Prairies, cool weather contributed 
to poor germination. In Ontario, 
half of the corn crop remained to be 
seeded, and farmers were considering 
switching to earlier hybrids or 
soybeans. In desperation some grow-
ers were trying to "mud-in" corn and 
asked the question: "What can we 
do?" A I ate freeze caused some dam-
age to the early strawberry bloom in 
southern Ontar Io and Nova Scott a. 

Fores:trv 

A I 1-t t me record h t gh temp er a-
tu res west of the Rockies helped 
ignite numerous forest fires In 
central British Columbia during late 
May. The largest fire near Smithers, 
BC burned nearly 8000 hectares of 
timber. Major fires were ablaze near 
Fort St. John forct ng part of the 
Alaska Highway to be closed In the 
area. 

ICE 

Ice in the Newfoundland waters 
was disintegrating, but the pack 
along the northern Labrador Coast 
was stt 11 quite sol Id.The pack tee 
was th t cker than norma I and traces 
of old ice remained embedded. The 
eastern edge of Ice, north of Cape 
Chtdly, was somewhat farther east 
than norma I. Near the end of May, 
the pack was confined to areas north 
of St. Anthony • t-'e It and decay of 
the southern edge was 1 to 2 weeks 
later than normal. 
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GROWING DEGREE-DAYS 

TOTAL TO END OF MAY 

1983 1982 NORMAL 

I 
/ 

....... I .. ·: .. .. J ······· . . . . .. 

GROWING DEGREE-DAYS 
MAY. 1983 

BRITISH COlllelA 
Kam loops 490 
Pentlcton 476 
Prince George 251 
Vancouver 555 
Victoria 510 

ALBERTA 
Calgary 205 
Edmonton Mun. 269 
Grande Prairie 221 
Lethbrldge 248 
Peace River 182 

SA.St<.ATCHEWAN 
Estevan 201 
Prince Albert 120 
Reg Ina 107 
Saskatoon 204 
Swift Current 142 

MANITOBA 
Brandon 
Dauphin 
Winnipeg 

92 
74 
91 

{0Z0J More than or equa l to 125% of no rmal ONTARIO L-------·---------_,1.1,,_,.... ________ ._.~-----~ London 197 
Muskoka 170 
North Bay 102 
Ottawa 207 
Thunder Bay 77 

----------------~...----,,-----------~ Toronto 196 
r Trenton 209 

&'tr~ WI ndsor 275 'I~}; J ! . GROWING DEGREE-DAYS , 
s\~\):~ ) -·?.<t __ , ._ (SEASONAL TOTAL TO QUEBEC 

-~ r.:;:;.J .. ·11 \ c· _. •. ? END OF MAY, 1983) Bale Comeau 37 
\ "'.S\~""'~ r·:.t;;~ ,'; --i, % ~ntreal 224 

\.,. ~~..._to··-cn:_, \....~ ,.,, Quebec 142 

(

. / A"--. t:4', f.-.J. (ti'\'? -~ Sept- I I es 31 ' L.~1 Ff &"l,i\ ; I r,.) ft \• \ ·' 'r I t '> ' ~.,,, 't. l! ,. '0 \ '· ·~ c-, __________ ....,. Sherbrooke 176 
I \.:' ( · V -.. J'"' -'\~ .. - ~-. 1r"·'" 

I , ·,1~~ ' ( .Jt,. ' -.. \"'- \ - J,.,,. y 
• ~ - -.> "' ' - · ~, ~ , . -~ · ...... .. 

1 2 ,. '- 1- \, -)o , o .. • 
I °;' \. __ _.,.~ ',)~ \i ' ! \ '" .. 1 

/ 1 . C..-,.,\ 1', • ( 1, '\ / ·· - , 
I , \ I)(,;---. - \ , • - - .,._ C, , ,, / / \ / • _j:), , I!) , ~ - f , • • ,.,~ 

• I \.__, AJ ' ( _v-.,__ . r -- ,:~I'·,, ___ ·: ·,.,,, . 
\ ., " '- " ", ,., ., 

', ,,.f 't. .__ r I -'\/ • • f ,. "" \ •,• '; '.i}J 
' .... _ " ,. ., '\ {/ :.J ·, ,.,.I ·, . ' ' 1., f ----l v · -.;,"· I , ·')· , ,._ ··v'l . i ~;, ·-;,----,· ;r;.- . ' ~\ ' ~:i ~,,. ?-~~ ~t 

" I t .1 \.\.r1 . ·· .-f r, I ,, · I , ··r ··\ \ , ,,. -,~- ,, 

\ 
\ 

\(:• I :~·· ,:...' ~l 
: > '\ \ I ,, _ ., . l." 
(' '. j : ' ,{ 

\ I , ' ;11 / 
i.. - ·1TJ_ _J ... " , J r" --
0i / \ - - -..- ' ...... / . ~,\ ' · ... ,, . , ) \ '?\ ,,. 

/ , ..........____.{ } ~,,.- :../h_ _., ;;,:)· ~; , \ . .J \ \ ... A,) 
• .s \ . ,,. \'" _ '{,, , · ' ~ .,.. ' \ ., ... ,J 

£:;:;:;:::;:;:~ Less tha n o r equa l to 50% of no rma l 
1 

'. l If\) . ·> ... ,,.,....-- -.
7

-/; 

NEW BRUNSWICK 
Char lo 97 
Fredericton 211 
~ncton 217 

NOVA SCOTIA 
Hallfex 180 
Sydney 141 
Yarmouth 189 

PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND 
Cherlottetown 210 

NEWFOUN>LAND 
Gender 156 
St. John's 35 
Stephenvll le 211 

f?{½0j More tha n or equal to 150% of normal _1\ '. .. /<, '". ) i 
.,_ _______________ ..a..._;,'.:.;;.·.._· -...a..-.. -~~, ... .t ______ X = Season Ended 

363 
296 
135 
318 
274 

157 
184 
142 
206 
141 

147 
125 
21.4 
138 
104 

246 
154 
322 

401 
353 
308 
387 
183 
352 
343 
497 

61 
376 
240 

26 
252 

126 
216 
93 

114 
82 

184 

79 

25 
18 
87 

425 
392 
152 
389 
353 

154 
174 
167 
209 
151 

219 
162 
197 
198 
190 

186 
171 
198 

298 
210 
188 
274 
120 
292 
285 
398 

67 
276 
188 
34 

225 

119 
189 
142 

131 
64 

151 

96 

49 
27 
75 
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ENERGY REQUIREMENT 
FOR MAY 1983 

(BASED ON HEATING 
DEGREE-DAYS) 

SEASONAL TOTAL OF HEATING 

DEGREE-DAYS TO END OF MAY 

1983 

BRITISH COLIMBIA 
Kam loops 3248 
Pentlcton 3202 
Prince George 4643 
Vancouver 2677 
Victoria 2745 

YUKON TERRITORY 

1982 NORMAL 

3689 3715 
3421 3462 
5398 5236 
2936 2922 
3063 2968 

Whitehorse 6588 7243 6708 
NORTHWEST TERRITORIES 
Frobisher Bay 10397 9231 9411 
I nuvl k 10452 9755 9930 
Yel lowknlfe 8762 · 8437 8415 

ALBERTA 
Calgary 
Edmonton Mun. 
Grande Prairie 
SASKATCHEWAN 
Estevan 
Regina 
Saskatoon 

MANITOBA 
Brandon 
Church 111 
The Pas 
Winnipeg 

ONTARIO 

4697 
4960 
4732 

5109 
5483 
5657 

5639 
9188 
6645 
5409 

5459 
5531 
6449 

5712 
6035 
6008 

5853 
8591 
6693 
5709 

5195 
5480 
6012 

5458 
5823 
5981 

5951 
8854 
6722 
5813 

,--------------~....-..,......----T----------- Kapuskaslng 6237 
3719 
4351 
5080 
5350 
3810 
3256 

6276 
4270 
4745 
5435 
5731 
4322 
3815 

6230 
4020 
4629 
5360 
5615 
4034 
3561 

I 
,' 

, 
,l 

I 

' ,/ 

SEASONAL TOT AL 
OF ENERGY REQUIREMENT 

TO END OF MAY 
1983 

(BASED ON HEATING 
DEGREE-DAYS) 

0 

/ / A .::.- · ,. , ! ·1 , 
( ,, . , , J4A 
c. v ./ ; . 7 ·,;~1, '"' · ' . V\_./ • ,) • - .7f\.•, .. ,, .l ')V -.,;:., /' .,, .• - ... ' 

( . : :\ 
.• / I : -., 

I, ,·-., @' l,,,_ 
I' - . • . : , :, . - ... .' 

London 
ottawa 
Sudbury 
Thunder Bay 
Toronto 
Windsor 

, 
QUEBEC 
Bale Comeau 
Montreal 
Quebec 
Sept-I I es 
Sherbrooke 
Val-d'0r 

NEW BRUNSWICK 
Charle 
Fredericton 
Moncton 

NOVA SCOTIA 
Ha 11 fax 
Sydney 
Yarmouth 

5627 
4183 
4783 
5963 
4717 
5841 

5162 
4346 
4396 

3792 
4138 
3874 

5814 
4698 
5234 
6013 
5288 
6116 

5314 
4746 
4764 

4115 
4519 
3904 

5824 
4433 
5004 
5941 
5151 
6025 

5074 
4619 
4600 

3990 
4301 
3883 

PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND 
Charlottetown 4209 4562 4497 

NEWFOUNDLAND 
Gander 4801 4941 4837 
st. John's 4037 4606 4575 
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SNOWFALL 

TOTAL SNOWFALL 
MAY , 1983 

cm 
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SEASONAL SNOW FALL 
TO END OF MAY, 1983 

-cm . 

SEASONAL SNCMFALL TOTALS (04) 

TO OI> OF MAY 

1983 1982 NORMAL 

BRITISH COLl.lelA 
Ktmloops 30.9 132.4 91.5 
Pentlcton 52.7 77.9 76.0 
Pr I nee George 109.2 359.9 241. 7 
Vancouver 3.8 75.6 60.4 
Victoria o.o 75.7 49.9 

YlJCON TERRITORY 
Whitehorse 124.4 168.0 135.7 
NORTHWEST TERRITORIES 
Frobisher Bay 324.2 274 .1 245.7 
lnuvlk 155.5 151 . 9 174.9 
Yel lowknlfe 143.6 115. 7 135.2 

ALBERTA 
Calgary 98.3 151 • 1 150.6 
Edrronton Nam. 89.5 175.7 131.5 
Grande Prairie 129 . 1 231 .6 179.8 
SASKATCHEWAN 
Estevan 107.2 155.8 116.8 
Regina 11 o. 2 124.4 115. 7 
Saskatoon 127 .2 106 .2 113. 1 

MANITOBA 
Brandon 81.2 66.8 116.9 
Church 11 I 288.8 142.4 192.0 
The Pas 198.3 125.4 169.6 
Winnipeg 77.4 77.6 125. 5 

ONTARIO 
Kapuskaslng 431.9 339 .2 319.3 
London 119. 7 247.3 208.8 
Ottawa 131 .3 206.1 227.3 
Sudbury 216.5 334.6 247.5 
Thunder Bay 178.5 200.7 213.0 
Toronto 53.5 130.0 131.2 
Windsor 39.6 189.2 117 .4 

, 
QUEBEC 
Bale Comeau 313.4 346.7 370.7 
Montreal 120.4 216.9 235.1 
Quebec 251 .4 307.8 343.4 
Sept-Iles 326.7 411.3 426.9 
Sherbrooke 231 .4 385.6 293.6 
Val-d'Or 220.4 273.3 310.2 

t£W BRUNSWICK 
Char lo 315.0 366.7 415.7 
Fredericton 179.2 313.8 290.4 
Moncton 238.8 385.9 341.2 

NOVA SCOTIA 
Ha 11 fax 170.4 256.7 271.0 
Sydney 280.9 343.8 317.9 
Yarmouth 121 .2 252.8 208.3 

PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND 
Olarlottetown 257.5 317.0 330.6 

NEWFOUNDLAND 
Gander 482.5 486.8 402.4 
st. John's 185.5 339.1 357.4 
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Over mony areas of Canada th Is 
past winter, recreation enthusiasts 
suffered a crue I blow. Wh I le gener-
a I I y good weather preva 1 I ed 1 n 
British Columbia, and fair across 
the Prairies, It was the worst win-
t er In years for skiers and snow 
mob I I ers In Ont ar Io and Quebec and 
over rruch of the Atlantic Provinces. 
Sales of winter recreation clothing, 
winter sports equipment and espe-
cially snowmobl les were down drastt-
cal ly from recent years. 

Areas of light, rroderate and 
heavy snowfal I for the four-months, 
December to March, are shown on the 
map. Much of the heavy snow fe I I In 
areas that ore sparse I y popu I ated, 
wh I I e 11 ght snow fa I I was reported 
over much of southern Canada. 

In Br 1 t I sh Co I umb 1 a, snow fa I I 
was below norma I for the most part 
and skiing conditions were poor at 
low elevations. The good news, how-
ever, was that the alpine skiing was 
excel lent, especially at high eleva-
tions. <Even If snowfel I ts below 
norma I In the roounte Ins, there 1 s 
elmost elways sufficient snow for 
w Inter sports.). The determl n 1 ng 
factor ls snow quellty and the num-
ber of "good sk I 1 ng dey s". Wh I I e 
this past winter had Its share of 
cloudy, rainy days, even et high 
elevation, the number of bright 
sunny days were more than usu a 1. In 
the rrountal nous areas neer Vancou-
ver, a plentiful snow base was built 
early In the season, end the popular 
Christmas-New Year period had day 
at ter day of sunny sk 1 es - A rea I 
bonanza for the skiers end operators 
allke. Spring skiing was also excel-
lent at high elevations. 

The A I bert a Rock 1 es fared a 1-
mos t as wel I as did British Colum-

, b I a, a I though the snow season was 
s It ght I y shorter then usu a 1. Wh lie 
snow fa I I was we 11 be I ow norma I, 
alpine skiing wes good ciJe to the 
"good" sk 11 ng days. Sk t 1 ng ended at 
Jasper, Banff and Lake Louise 
before the end of ~rt I, and at 
Sunsh I ne by ml d-May, about ho to 
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three weeks earlier than usual. 
Away from the Rock 1 es, sk II ng In 
local hi I Is, such as around the 
Edmonton area, was very poor due to 
I tght snowfal I and frequent spel Is 
of warm weather. Skiing and snow 
mob 111 ng were margt na I across most 
of the Prairies, but sane areas of 
southern Manitoba received adequate 
snowfal I for winter sports. 

Ontario and Quebec, partlcu-
I ar ly the northern and centra I 
regl ons, had the poorest snow con-
dt tt ons In many years. The ml ldest 
w 1 nter 1 n 30 years w I th frequent 
th"t!Ws coupled with light and er-
retie snowfal Is spelled disaster to 
many resorts. Gross revenue In 
Ontario alone was down about 40 per 
cent from the prevt ous wt nter. A 
di sasterous thaw wiped out the 
norma I I y prof I tab I e a-. r 1 stmas-New 
Year market over a I I areas except 
the northern portions of both pro-
vinces. In fact, llli!!lny resorts did 

AREAS OF LIGHT, 
MODERATE AND 

HEAVY SNOWFALL 
DEC. 1982 TO MAR. 1983 

not rea I I y see any s I gn I f 1 cant 
snow unt 1 I ml d-J anuary, and then 
the rerna I nder of the season was 
shorter than usual and punctuated 
wtth rainy days and thaws. ~st 
resorts rema 1 ned i n bus I ness on I y 
due to heavy snowmak 1 ng. Q-oss-
country skiing and snowmobiling 
were even hit harder than the 
down-ht II skiing. The hardest hit 
areas were the Col ltngwood-Muskoka 
areas of Ontario and the Galnl-
neau, southern Laurentian and 
Eastern Town sh 1 p areas of Quebec. 
Maj or rretropo I I tan areas such as 
Toronto, Ottawa and ~ntrea I had 
almost a snow-free winter. As a 
result, even when snow conditions 
were adequate at the resorts, the 
perception of snow conditions from 
the many sk I ers In the major mar-
ket areas was coloured by the 
local lack of snow. One bright 
side, however: In spite of the 

••• continued on 98 



The Spr Ing of 1983 was one of 
extremes In Canada. After the past 
ml I d winter, spring was generally 
co I d f rom the Ro d<. I es t o the St. 
Lawrence Va lley, and very wet from 
southern Ontari o t o New Brunswick. 

The stormy spr Ing weather pro-
du ced unu sual bli zzards on the 
Pr air i es and In northwestern Onta-
r i o . Moi sture-bearing s torms dumpe d 
r ecor d ra in In sou thern Ontario and 
a I ong t he St. Lawrence Va I I ey, r e-
s u I t I n g I n s er I ou s f I oo d I n g I n 
souther n Quebec and In New Bruns-
wi d<. . Extens ive pad<. Ice al ong the 
East ern Seaboard hampered I oca I 
sh i ppi ng unt l I l at e Apr! 1. In late 
May, a sud den heat wave wes t o f the 
Rocki es estab li shed seve r a l a l I-time 
r ecord h i gh t emperatures In the 
Yuk on a n d Briti s h Co lumbi a . 

A per s i stent fl ow of ml Id Pac i-
f i c ai r advanced the grawlng season 
2 t o 3 weeks In southern Briti sh 
Co l umb i a. Logg ing operati ons In the 
Centra I Inter I or came to a stand-
st 111 because o f the early spring 
thaw, and sever a I Br It I sh Co lumb I a 
s t at ions est ablished their ml ldest 
Mar ch eve r . Ml Id weather e ve n pu shed 
I nt o t he Yukon and brought trees t o 
I ea f 3 weeks ear 11 er than norma I. 
Mos t o f the Yukon lak es were free of 
I ce I n ear I y May. I n March, near I y 
100 mm o f ra in per week on the We st 
Coast t r i gger e d numerou s mud s li des 
a nd ca u se d ex t e ns ive prop erty 
dama ge . An usua l snowfal I In Apr I I 
pr oduced t he fir st measurabl e s naw-
fa l I o f the season In Voncouve r. In 
l ate May, r ecor d setting hot weather 
he lped I gni t e numerous f or est f Ires 
In the Centra l Interi or. 

Weather on the Prairies was 
mor e winter-like. An early March 
s t orm dumped heavy snaw and copious 
amounts o f freez ing rain In southern 
Man i t oba ; several televi s ion and 
t r ansmitter tOiriers col lapsed becau se 
of the Ice- I oad Ing. Another spr Ing 
s torm deposi t ed 15 to 20 cm of snOiri 
In southwest ern Alberta, di sruptl ng 
traf f I c and c aus Ing numerou s power 
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outages. Yet another major storm 
produced b 11 zzard-11 ke weather f n 
soothern Saskatchewan and northern 
Manitoba In mid-May. Heavy snow-
f a l Is of 20-35 cm accolll)anylng 
95 km/h winds r educed visibilities 
in blOirilng snow. Nearly 50 cm f e l I 
in some south Sask atchewan loca-
t I ons. Snow-drifts up t o one metre 
deep c I osed many h I ghway s, Inc I ud-
1 ng the Trans -Canada HI ghway near 
Sw If t Current, Sask. Many new-born 
c laves died from the cold south of 
Regina. It was the worst May snaw 
storm In the Reg Ina area In more 
than 70 years. 

Cool temperatures generally 
de I ayed crop growth across the 
Pra Ir I es. A I ate freeze north of 
Edmonton caused some damage to the 
sugar beet plants. 

A major snow storm ushered In 
Ontario's Spring, creating the 
greatest sn™ cover of the season 

DEPARTURE FROM NORMAL 
OF 

MEAN TEMPERATURE 
MAR. TO 

END OF MAY, 1983) oc 

at many locations. Snowfal Is 
ranged from 15 to 25 cm, but were 
nearly 50 cm at some stations. Ski 
resort operators we I corned the 
mu ch-needed snow, which arrived 
ju st In time for the March school 
break. Another b 11 zzard struck 
northwestern Ontario In mld-Aprf 1. 
At Thunder Bay, 37 cm of snow 
created the usu a I w I nter-t I me 
public disruptions. Afterwards, 
the temperature dropped to a bone-
chll ling -30° at Gereldton. Record 
1 ow temperatures were set at many 
northern locations. 

On May 2, at I east 8 torna-
does ransacked southern Ontario 
cau s I ng mu It 1-m I I I I on do I I ar pro-
perty damage and leaving many 
res t dents home I ess I n Lambton 
County. Reeces Corners just east 
of Sarnia suffered the most as 
winds up to 125 km/h and moderate 
size hat I nearly demo I fshed the 



l' 
·d 
11 

who le town. No deaths occurred, 
but 12 peop I e were Injured. Loter 
on the some day, smal I twisters 
t ore the roofs off a paper factory 
and several other but I dings near the 
Toronto International Airport. The 
"Recees Corners tornado" was the 
mos t destructive tornado In Ontario 
s I nee the one that struck Woodstock 
on August 7, 1979. 

Otherwise, record-setting heavy 
ralnfal Is dominated the Ontario 
weather. Several locations had their 
wettes t May In nearly 25 years; for 
exarTl)le, Wlarton received 175 rrm 
CO"l) ared to I ts norme I of 60 rrm. 
Owing to the heavy rains, farmlands 
remained saturated, and spring seed-
Ing was de I ayed sever a I weeks. 
TerTl)eratures were consistently below 
normel In Ontario. Some southern 
stations had their coldest spring In 
4 years. A late May frost damaged 10 
to 20 per cent of the fruit and 
vegetable crops In southern Ontario, 
some tobacco plants also suffered 
frost damage. 

Spr Ing In Quebec was genera I I y 
du I I , darTl) and co Id. Heavy ra In 
along the shores of the St. Lawrence 
River contributed to extensive 
flooding of roads and basements, 
tr I ggered soroo mud s 11 des and kept 
f I e Ids saturated. Numerous southern 
Quebec stations received record 
monthly M10unts of ratnfal I curing 
Apr I I and May. In May, 245 rrm at 
Quebec City and 271 rrm at Trols-
Rtvteres were al I-time record highs 
for any rronth. After a scant winter 
snowfal I, Montreal received a record 
34 cm during Aprt 1. Deluges of 70 to 
100 rrm of rain caused widespread 
f I ood Ing sou th of t-'ontrea I when the 
RI che I I eu RI ver over f I owed I n ear I y 
May, forcing residents to abandon 
their horoos. Because of the heavy 
rains, farmlands were water-logged 
and f I e Id-work was de I ayed near I y 3 
weeks. 

In the Atlantic Provinces, 
spr Ing t~eratures were genera I I y 
warm, but precipitation was exces-
sive, saturating fields, delaying 
p I QUgh Ing and spr Ing seed Ing a few 
weeks. Southern New Brunsw I ck was 
especially wet; as the result of 
heavy downpours the Sa Int John 
RI ver f I ooded on two occas Ions 
dur Ing ~r I I. A 120-km stretch of 
the Trans-Canada HI ghway was 
closed In flood waters. A mid-May 
frost throughout the Marltlmes 
substantially damaged fruit trees 
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In northern Nova Scotia. 
Heavy pack Ice wh I ch de I ayed 

the start of the seal hunting 
season north of Newfound I and 

••• continued from 7B 

I I ght snowf a 11 and a I ate start 
to the snow season, the Quebec 
Winter Carnival was a roaring 
success. 

Conditions In the Atlantic 
Prov! nces were ml xed, but gen-
era I ly poor. Northern New Bruns-
wick started winter sports later 
than usual, and conditions were 
barely adequate. Over the re-
me I nder of the Mar It I mes those 
resorts that did not have snow 
making feel lltles were only open 
a handful of days. Even with 
snow rmk Ing the season got off 

100 

PER CENT OF NORMAL 
PRECIPITATION 

MAR.TO 
END OF MAY, 1983 

% 

came dangerously close to the 
o I I r I gs In the HI bern I a o I I 
fields east of Newfoundland In 
Apr I I. 

to a I ate start - roost ly mt d-
January. Revenue was down about 
50 per cent from the exce I I ent 
previous winter. Two or three 
heavy snowfal Is occurred In the 
Atlanttc Provinces In February, 
but thaws quickly fol lowed, and 
the snow . season ended ear I I er 
than the usual. Loc al sk i 
clubs, even along the normally 
snowy west coast of Newfound-
I and were not ab I e to operate 
due to a I ack of snow mak Ing 
f ac I I I t I es. 
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Glossary of terms used In Cllmetlc Perspectives 

Mean 
refers to the 7-day ar I thmet I c 
average from 12 (},ff (Greenw I ch 
Mean Time) on Tuesday to 06 ~T 
on the fol lowing Tuesday. 

Hormel 
c 11 mat I c averages for a 30-year 
period as recommended by the 
World tJeteorologlcal Organiza-
t ion. 

Heating degree-days 
a naasure of the departure of 
the rman da I ly tOO'l)erature from 
the base t8fl'l)erature of 18°C. 1 
degree-day for each degree of 
departure below 18°C. Only posi-
tive values for each day are 
accumulated. e.g. a mean tOO'l)er-
ature of 10°C yields 8 heating 
degree-days . The heat Ing season 
accumulations run from July 1 to 
June 30 of the next year. 

Growing degree-days 
a naasure of the departure of 
t he dally rman t8fll)erature above 
the base tOO'l)erature of 5°C. 1 
degree-day for each degree of 
departure above 5°C. Only pos-
ttl ve values for each day are 
accumulated e.g. a mean tefll)era-
ture of 10°C yields 5 growing 
degree-days. 

Coo l lng degree-days 
a naasure of the departure of 

Canadian Climate Centre, 
Atmospheri c Environment Service, 
4905 Dufferln Street, 

the dat ly rman tOO'l)erature from 
the base tefll)erature of 18°C. 1 
degree-day for each degree of 
departure above 18°C. Only pos-
t t Ive va I ues for each day are 
accumulated e.g. a mean tef11)er-
ature of 30°C ytel ds 12 cool Ing 
degree-days. 

Weekly tapereture extrellleS 
Highest and lowest dally t~er-
atures for the week for the pro-
vince or territory. 

Weekly total precipitation 
extre111H 

the h I ghest week I y tot a I precl-
p ttatlon amount for the ter-
ritory or province. 

Bright sunshine 
a naasure of the direct rad I a-
t I on from the sun. The week I y 
total sunshine Is recorded by a 
Cafll)bel I-Stokes glass sphere re-
corder. The amount of bright 
sunshine wl II be less than visi-
ble sunshine because of the low 
Intensity at sunrise and sunset. 

An01111ly 
departure from est ab 11 shed nor-
ma I values. 

Meen see-level pressure 
the rronth ly average of the de-
r I ved atmospheric pressure at 

mean sea-level calculated from 
an atmosphret c pressure observed 
at the station level. 

Meen vapour pressure 
the rronth ly average of the par-
t I al pressure of water vapour in 
the atmosphere. 

Depth of snow on ground 
a ruler measurement of the depth 
of snow on the ground at a rep-
resent at Ive s I te near each s ta-
t I on. Depth ls taken once per 
day at a standard time (12 Q.IT) 

Departure of mean t-.,ereture 
fr011 the norul 

d I ff erence between the 7-day 
average tefTl)erature and the 30-
year average terrperature for the 
same 7 days. May be also ~-
p 11 ed to a monthly time scale. 

Per cent departure frOM normel 
departure of the rronth I y va I ues 
expressed as a percentage of 
the 30-year monthly average. 
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ABliOH,FORII A 13. 7 I . 7 36 . 0 3. C, O. v 69 .6 89 v 9 247 11& 148.4 I Cl 1 . 7 
AlHT BA Y , I . 4 I . 2 35. 2 2 . I o.o 29.7 50 0 7 206.6 102. 0 
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2... tx .- cl6 --.-- --c; --; . . 

MAY 1913 MAI 

T_..,. •c 
T.,...._,. 'C 

• ,.. 
:! 

• t 
Q. C 

! 0 

I i 
6 : i ,, 
> C 0 ~: • • :E 

• • E 
0 -1 • C 

STATION E E E - & s-0 ~-5 C z~ ! C 
E • - 0 

C • ;: 0 
o e - & .., ,, . -t 5 • - ! .!; C 0 J • C 1 . :, E- 0 - C E &. u -; • u • • u • • C C - i ; 0 • ~i C ;-: - -C e ii l ; z -- . : = 0 ,, -~ - u i j ~6 0 :E ow j I- Q. 

YUKON TERRITORY 
TERRITO I RE DU YUKON 

I. I 3 BURUASH A 6. I 1 . 2 29 . 7 -7 .6 2. I 11 15. 5 
1.02 llAUSOM A 7.6 • 2 34 . 7 -5.6 7. 5 357 36 . S 
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1.00 
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