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period March 19 to 2 5, 1985 

• Spring is here but the weather says otherwise 

Stormy weather in parts of British Columbia 
Snow and record cold in Newfoundland 

This NOAA 9 satellite picture of March 24, 1985 shews two significant storm s ysterrs. For more 
detail see page 3. 
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DEPARTURE FROM 
NORMAL OF 

MEAN TEMPERATURE 
MARCH 19 TO 25, 1985 oc 

WEEKLY TEWERATURE EXTRDES <•c> 

MAXIMJM MINIKl4 

YUKON TERRITORY 
NORTI-WEST TERRITORIES 
BRITI SH COLLMBIA 

ALBERTA 
SA9<A TCHEWAN 
MANITOBA 

ONJARIO 
QUEBEC 

NEW BRUN SW IO< 

NOVA SCOTIA 
PRINCE EDWARD I SLAND 
NEWFOUNDLAN:> 

4.0 M,ayo -32.7 Sh Ingle Point 
5.0 Fort Simpson -47.8 Eureka 

1 7 .o Saturn a Isl and -19.3 Dease Lake 

1 6 .3 tied I c I ne Hat -2 0. 7 HI gh Leve I 
1 5.3 Estevan -24. 8 Co 111 ns Bay 
10.8 Portage la Prairie -28.7 Churchill 

1 4.3 WI ndsor -29.0 Moosonee 
8.2 Montreal/Dorval -33.6 Kultj Ju arap lk 

8.1 Fredericton -21. 0 Char Io 
St. Stephen 

12. 9 Western Head -1 5.8 GreerMood 
4. 5 Summers I de -13.3 CharlottetOi1n 
3.7 Stephenvt I le -30.9 Wabush Lake 

ACROSS Tl£ NATl<II 

Warmest mean tOOl>erature 
Coolest mean tOOl>erature 

5.5 
-43.9 

VI ctor I a, B .c. 
Eureka, NWT 

ACAOSS TIE COUNTRY ••• 

Yllkon end Ne. lhlf8St Terrltarl• 

Exc~t for the northeast, mean 
tenperatures were we 11 above norma I, 
as much as 8° In the Mackenz I e dis
tr I ct. D.Jrt ng the mt ddle of the -
week, maximum tenperatures c I lmbed 
to 4 and 5 degrees In the Yukon and 
the Mackenzie district, respective
ly. In contrast the maximum tenpera
t ure never rose above -4<1 C at 
Eureka. Except In the Cassi ar Moun
tains, where 20 to 30 centimetres of 
ne.v snQI was reported, sno,dal Is 
else.vhere across the north were 
Insignificant. 

British Colllllble 

Beaut I ful sprl ng-11 ke weather 
of the past several weeks gave way 
to an unsettled weather regl me. Over 
the weekend storm warn I ngs were 
posted for the Ju an de Fuca and 
Georgl a Strait. Frequent shOi1ers of 
r a In or snOil and thunderstorms, 
occaslonally with hall, plag.Jed 
southwestern a.c. Heavy snaitf al Is 
were reported In the mountal ns, much 
to the de I I ght of sk I resort opera
tors. On March 22 and 23, In I and 
w I nds across the south 9J sted as 
high as 100 km/h, bre~tng tree 
I tmbs and caus I rg other mt nor struc
tural dcJT1age. Many sma 11 p I anes were 
graJnded <iJe to IOI level turbu
I ence. · 

Prairies 

The unusually mlld and sunny 
weather conditions of the past week 
s I°"' I y gave way as a d I sturbance 
approached from the u.s. Daytime 
readings <iJrtng the early part of 
the weEk reached the ml d-to h I gh 
teens In the west, but cl lmbed only 
as h I gh as 1 rf C In the east. A I arge 
area of heavy snQI spread across 
southern agrl OJ I tural di strl cts on 
March 22 and 23. Sn<Mf al ls In south
ern Alberta and Saskatche.van rangec 
from 1 5 to 20 centimetres, wh 11 e a 
ml xture of ra In and snOil fa II I ri 
Man t toba. Near Sw I ft Current, thE 
Trans Canada HI ghway was l~assablE 
due to more than 20 cm of new snOil 
on the ground. In the wake of th I~ 
s y stan sk I es c I eared, and tenp er tr 
ti.Tes returned to more seasonablE 
va I ues. 



Ontario 

Relotlvely pleasant spring 

1 -,e other cont I nued, wl th dry irnd 
frequently sunny days. The tapping 
of mople trees for mople syrup 
prodJc tlon -,as wel I unden.ay. Tenl)
er atures for the week aver aged near 

1 ~!14 nonMI In the sugarbush, but cool 
'h&- ' daytime rets:11 ngs have not been 
ert condJc Ive t o good sap f I°". A d 1 s
, a . turbance wh I ch sk I rted sooth of the 
i>JrJ- border over the weekend deposl ted a 
tsol ml xture of ral n and some sncw In 
all1 the extrane southwest. 
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Sunny skies across the south 
heralded the arrival of spring. 
Montrea I had 70 hours of br I ght 
sun sh I ne th Is week, more than ha If 
the nonMI allotment for the whole 
month of ~rch. T8fll)eratures were 
on the coo I s I de, r angl ng between 1 
and 4 degrees belcw normal. Many 
areas In the south received no 
precipitation whatsoever. Maple 
syrup producers are anxiously 
aw al ting wanner daytime t811)era
tures to better stimulate the sap 
f I cw. Spr Ing sk 11 ng In the Lauren
t I ans cont I nues to be very good. 
Snod a I ls were var I able In the 
north. 

Atlantlc Provinces 

It was matnly sunny and cold 
t n the Martt Imes, but an une>q:>ected 
s ncw f al I on March 21 caught many by 
surprls~ tying up traffic and 
result t ng In the c I osure of many 
rur a I schools due to treocheroos 
driving conditions. Cold and stonny 
weather conditions plagued New
found I and, wh t I e nunerous I°" terll)
er ature records were est ab 11 shed In 
Labrador. Several weather systans 
dumped between 15 and 40 ca,tt
metres of sncw over the Island and 
the south coast of Labrador. West
er n New found I and was hardest ht t as ra, 

,lie e a storm t ntens t f I ed and sta I I ed 

111 
1n over northern Newfound I and on March 

t~e 21 and 22. Stephenville was bla~
;seble eted wl th more than 3 7 cm of n~ 

1 
sn~ sncw • Corner Erod( was vi rtua I ly 

I t~ls c I osed. Wt nds g..i st Ing to 90 km/h 
. created zero vtstbtlltles and two 

:~~ metre ht gh dr I fts, br I ngt ng a I I 
f onns of transport at I on to a ha It 
for two days. 
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TOTAL PRECIPITATION 
MARCH 19 TO 25, 1985 

mm 

t£AVIEST WEEKLY PRECIPITATICII <-> 

YUKON TERRITORY 
NORT~EST TERRITORIES 
BRITISH COLLMBIA 
ALBERTA 

SA9<A TCHEW AN 
MANIT<BA 
ONJARIO 
QUEBEC 

NEW BRUNSWI a<. 
NOVA SCOTIA 
PR INCE E Oft ARD I SL AND 
NEWFOUNDLAND 

1. 8 Mayo 
11. 4 Baker Lake 
87.0 Mcinnes Island 
1 4. 6 Lethbr i dge 

31.2 Co I I Ins Bay 
12.0 Lynn Lake 
17.4 London 
23. 4 Bl anc Sab I on 

6.2 Moncton 
22.2 Sable Island 
2. 8 Summers l de 

40.0 St. Lawrence 

The Froat Cower 

Althoogh the calendar l ndtcates that spring has arrived, the 
weather prod.Jced by the two stonllS shewn t n our cover photograph 
was deft nltely wt nter-1 Ike. On Sunday, March 24, 1985 aboot 1900 
G1T, the NOAA 9 weather sate I I lte sho,ed a storm centred near 
Fort McMurr ay, A I berta CA> and another centraj near Chicago ( 8) • 
Warm and cold fronts are t ndt cated to shew the organ l zatt on of 
the c I ood systans. Over Br t tl sh Columb ta, the at r f I°" l ng r n I and 
f rom the Pacific Ocean was very unstable and prod.Jced shcwers of 
rain and sncw, thundershcwers and hall. The swlrls of claJd 
giving rise to these conditions can be seen to the west of the 
frontal sys tan I ocated over Alberta. In the Great Lakes regt on, 
storm B prodJced wet sncw thraJghout soothern Ontario and 
Ml ch t gan. 
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DEPTH OF SNOW 
ON THE GROUND 

AT 12 GMT 
MARCH 25, 1985 

cm 

TEMPERATURE ANOMALY 
FORECAST FROM 

MARCH 26 TO 
APRIL 9, 1985 

Teaperature Anaaly forecaat 

++ -.,ch above nor1111l 
+ above noraal 
N noraal 

below nonal 
.,ch below nor1111l 

This forecast i s prepared by searching 
historical weather maps to find cases 
similar to the present. The historical 
outcatre ci.Jring the 15 days subsequent to 
the chosen analo(J.Jes is assuned to be a 
forecast for the next 15 days from n°"". 

CLIMATIC PERSPECTIVES V(LlltE 7 
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I 

Graphics K. Czaja 1 
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Regianal Correapondenta 
Atl.: F.Amirault; Que.: J.Mi.ron 
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Cliaatic Perspective& is a weekly 
bilin9Jal publication of the 
Canadian Climate Centre, Atmospheric 
Envi ronrent Service, 4905 D.Jfferin 
St., Do,msvia,,, Ont. Canada H3H 5T4. 
Phone (•16)667_.906/•7ll. 

It began in 1978 and in 1983 
was expanded to inch.Jde a monthly 
supplement (fornerly knom as the 
Canadian Weather Review). The pur
pose of the publication is to make 
tq>ical information available to the 
pa.blic concerning t he Canadian Cli
mate arx1 its soci oeconomic if'll)act. 

Unsolicited articles are we 1-
cone rut shwld be at maximum abwt 
1500 wor~ i n length. They will be 
sa.bject to editorial change wi thwt 
notice d.Je to publishi ng time con
s traints. Black and white photo
graphs can be used, but not colour. 
The contents may be r ~rinted freely 
with proper credit. 

The data shewn i n this publica
t ion are based on unver i fied reports 
Fron approximate ly 225 Canadian 
synq>tic weather s tati ons. Informa
tion concerni ng c limatic i f'll)acts is 
gathered from AES contacts wi th the 
plblic and from the me dia. ArticleE 
do not necessarily reflect the via,,s 
of the Atmospheric Envirorment Ser
vice. 

Annual SubecripUona 
Wea<ly issue inch.Jding 

monthly supplement: $35.00 
Monthly issue only: $10.00 

Subecription enquiries: Supply and 
Servicee Canada, Publiehing Centre, 
Otta.a, Ontario, Canada, KlA 059. 
Phone (6ll)9M-1•95 
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~ KPa ATtlJSPtEIIC CIIDJLATlmt 

50 - KPA HEIGHT ANOMALY 
5 - DAY MEAN 
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STORM TRACKS 
POSITION OF STORM 

AT 12 GMT 

MARCH 19 TO 25, 1985 
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SITE 

L<>RgWoods 

Dorset 

Chalk River 

KeJ lllkuj lk 

DAY 

19 

1 7 

1 8 

21 

pH 

6 

MMCH 1 7 to MARCH 23, 1985 

ACID RAIN REPORT 

The reference map Cleft) shows 
the locations of sanpllng sites 
where the acidity of precipitation 
Is mon I tored. Al I are operated by 
Envtrorment Canada except Dorset 
which ts a research station operated 
by the ()ltarlo Ministry of the 
Envt rorment. The map a I so shows the 
approximate areas (shaded) where 
SOi and NOx ant ss Ions are great
est. The tab I e below gl ves the week-
1 y report sunmarlzl ng the acidity 
(or p-i) of the rain or snow that 
fell at the collection sites and a 

-= e description of the path travel led by 
the mo I sture I aden a Ir. En vi rormen- , 
ta I dllllage to I akes and streans Is 
usually observed In sensitive areas 
reg.ii arty recelvl ng precipitation 
wt th pi I ess than 4. 7, wh 11 e ~ J 

I 
read I ngs I ess than 4.0 are ser I aJS• 

For more Information concerning the 
acid rain report, see Cllmatlc Per
spectives, Vol. 5 No. 50 p. 6. 

N«>UNT AIR PATH TO SITE 

N O D A T A A V A I L A B L E 

N O P R E C I P I T A T I O N D U R N I N G T H E P E R I O D 

N O P R E C I P I T A T I O N D U R N I N G T H E P E R I O D 

4. 1 1 Cs> Northern Ontario, Central Ontario, Southern Quebec 

3.9 

3(m) Southern Ontario, New York, Atlantic Ocean 

3(s> Quebec, New Brunswick 

3(s> Quebec, New Brunswick 

r = rain Cmm), s = snow (cm>, m = mixed rain and snow (mm). 
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TEJf»ERATUAE. PRECIPITATION NflJ BRIGKT SUNSHINE DATA FOR TIE~ EN>ING 0600 GMT MARat 26. 1985 

STATION TEW PRECI P SUN STATION TEW PRECI P SUN 

Av Dp Mx Mn Tp SOG H Av Op Mx Mn Tp SOG H 

ON TERRITORY The Pas - 3 5 7 -17 0.9 9 . 0 37.9 
awson - 9 1 1 -25 o.o 58-0 X Thorrpson - 9 5 5 -28 0 .3 30.0 * 
ayo A - 5 5 4 -22 1 .0 31-0 X Winnipeg * * ~ - 9P * o.o * 
h I ng I e Po I nt -24 0 -12 -33 1 .4 33.0 * ONTARIO 
etson Lake - 1 2 4 -24 * 65-0 41 .9 At I kokan 0 6 9 -1 5 o.o 16 .o * 
~ ltehorse - 7 0 2 -20 o.o 3 7 .o 52 .3 Bl g Trout Lake - 9 3 6 -23 2.0 88.0 45.3 

QffiftlEST TERRITORIES Earlton - 5 0 7 -19 o.o 44.0 X 
q:>permlne -25 1 -11 -34 1 .5 26-0 39.6 Kapuskas Ing - 7 - 1 8 -25 0.4 24.Q * 

I~ ort Smith - 8 4 0 -20 8.6 44-0 47.4 Kenora 0 5 8 -13 o.o 3.0 X 
1at nuvlk -21 3 -10 -33 0.6 35-0 40.4 Kl ngston 0 0 10 - 9 o.o 46-2 
I & orman We I ls -1 5 2 - 1 -25 o.o 26-0 * London 0 0 9 - 7 17 .4 1 .o 42.6 

hr ~ I I aw kn I f e -12 5 - 2 -25 o.o 45-0 57-6 ~osonee -10 - 1 7 -29 o.o 86.0 52.2 
nker Lake -24 2 -11 -34 1 1. 4 56-0 41-8 Muskoka - 2 0 1 0 -1 5 o.o 20.0 X 

Ill' or a I Htlrbour -21 2 -13 -31 o.o 1 7 .o * North Bay - 4 - 1 5 -1 7 o.o 48-0 53.5 
Is : npe Dyer -23 1 -16 -31 * 93-0 X otta.i,a - 2 - 1 8 -11 o.o o.o 66-3 

1es . lyde -25 0 -17 -31 * 58-0 * Pickle Lake - 5 3 7 -22 0.4 50-0 X 
Ion : rob I sher Bay -27 - 5 -16 -35 o.o 25-0 73.3 Red Lake - 2 4 9 -23 o.o 29.0 52.0 
~ ; ~lert -36 - 2 -30 -43 0.0 46-0 * Sudbury - 5 0 5 -17 o.o 37 .o 62-0 

ureka -44 - 8 -40 -48 * 35-0 35.9 Thunder Bay 0 4 1 1 -10 o.o o.o 57. 1 IS, l 

th : 
al I &3ach -27 2 -16 -36 2 .o 19-0 X Timmins - 6 1 10 -24 o.o 48.0 X 
esolute -30 1 -20 -37 * 17 .o * Toronto 0 0 8 - 8 4.0 o.o X 

ii'- , nnbr I dge Bay -27 2 -17 -36 * 35-0 * Trenton 0 0 1 1 - 8 o.o X 
· ::>ul d Bay -31 1 -21 -38 0.2 18-035-3 Wlarton - 1 0 6 - 8 o.o 6-0 52-9 

~chs Harbour -25 3 -17 -31 o.o 10 .o 55 .2 Windsor 3 0 14 - 6 1 7 .o X 
RI Tl SH CCLtNH A QtEBEC 

' ape St. J 5nes 4 - 1 8 1 16.Q 29-2 B~otvt 11 e - 8 - 3 3 -18 1 .2 23-0 X 
ranbrod<. 2 0 14 - 6 5. 1 * Blanc-Sablon -10 - 4 - 3 -24 23.4 76.0 * 

. :>rt Ne I son - 3 5 6 -13 10-6 57.023-9 I nukjuak -19 - 1 -10 -30 2-6 66.0 48-8 
::>rt st. John - 1 5 7 - 6 9.6 0.0 X KullJ Juaq -20 - 4 - 9 -31 5.2 117 .o 36. 1 
an loops 5 0 1 5 - 3 2.1 21.2 Ku llJ juarap I k -17 - 3 - 4 -34 6.2 27 .o 26. 7 

: entt cton 3 - 2 14 - 6 7-6 * Man lwak I - 5 - 2 7 -20 o.o 37.0 63-2 
· .Jrt Htlr dy 4 - 1 10 - 1 57 .2 18-5 M:>nt-Jol I - 6 - 3 2 -17 0.0 12 .o 47-6 
: r I nee George 1 1 8 - 8 2-6 o.o 28-6 ~ntreal - 2 - 2 8 -12 o.o o.o 10.0 
. rt nee RJpert 3 - 1 7 - 4 28.5 30.2 Natashquan - 8 - 3 - 1 -24 5-6 20.0 * 

ave I std<.e 2 0 10 - 5 6-6 53.0 13.3 Nltchequon -1 7 - 5 - 5 -30 4.4 1 oo.o * 
ml thers 0 0 7 - 8 3.6 o.o 29.7 Quebec - 6 - 4 5 -20 o.o 59.0 62.9 
ancruver 5 - 1 11 0 49.3 18.9 Scheffervt I le -18 - 5 - 7 -30 5.2 45.0 34.3 
lctorla 6 - 1 10 - 3 32-9 28.3 Sept-I I es - 8 - 3 1 -20 3.a 33 .o 57 .5 
I I 11 511S Lake 0 0 10 - 6 1 .2 31.0 * Sherbrocke - 6 - 4 6 -23 o.o 17 .o 65. 1 
-BERTA Val-d'Or - 8 - 2 6 -20 0.4 53.0 60-2 
o I gary 1 3 14 - 8 1 .2 o.o 3a.o NEW BRUNSWIQ( 
)Id Lake 0 6 9 - 6 o.o o.o 45 .3 Ourlo - 7 - 3 2 -21 1 .o 28-0 59. 7 
:>ronatlon - 3 1 4 -12 3.2 15.0 24-4 Olathan - 4 - 2 8 -14 o.o 3.0 63. 1 
jmonton Nernao 1 5 9 - 6 o.o o.o * Freder I cton - 3 - 2 8 -16 o.o o.o * 
~rt McMurray - 1 7 7 - 8 5.0 1 • 0 44 .1 ~ncton - 4 - 3 6 -12 6-2 4.0 46.3 
I gh Level - 5 - 1 2 -21 12 .o 33.0 * Sal nt John - 4 - 2 7 -14 3.4 o.o * 
asper 1 2 9 - 5 1 .2 3 .o 29-6 NOIA SOOTIA 
3thbr ldge 0 0 16 -16 14.6 * Greenvood - 3 - 3 8 -16 3 .2 2.0 X 
3dlctne Hat 1 1 16 -15 11.2 3.0 29-6 Shearwater - 2 - 3 1 0 -10 3.5 o.o 40.9 
:3ace River 0 7 8 - 9 5.4 3.0 X S)(lney - 5 - 4 4 -12 1 0-6 5 .o 39. 7 

T0EWt Yarmouth - 1 - 2 7 - 8 3-6 * 
-ee Lake - 9 X 6 -23 11 .a 35.0 19.1 PRINCE EDWARD I SLAtl> 
,;tevan 3 6 15 - 4 3 .2 41 .3 a, ar I ottetown - 5 - 4 4 -13 0.3 1 o.o * 
I~ Ronge - 5 4 5 -16 8.4 41.0 * Summers Ide - 4 - 3 5 -11 2.0 9-0 40.6 
3QI na 1 6 10 - 5 12.4 3.0 31-9 NaFOlll]l.NI) 
~skatoon - 1 5 7 - 8 6-2 2.0 * Gander - 7 - 4 2 -16 19.4 35 .o 20. 1 
~If t Current - 1 2 13 -12 * 22.033.7 Port aux Basques - 5 - 3 0 -12 * 46.0 * 
Jrk ton - 2 5 5 - 8 1 7 .5 16-0 35 .3 st. John's - 6 - 3 2 -11 30. 7 21 .o 19-4 

ITOBA St. Lawrence - 5 - 4 4 -11 40.0 s0.o X 
·andon 1 7 8 - 7 3 .3 5.0 * Gart..-t ght -10 - 3 - 3 -24 32 .2 1 51 .o 27 .8 
,urch I I I -15 3 3 -29 9.0 35.o 44.1 a, ur ch I I I Fa I Is -15 -3 - 1 -30 11 .0 104.0 26.2 
,nn Lake -10 5 4 -25 12.0 42.0 23. 7 Goose -10 - 3 0 -24 111 .4 121 .o 16-9 

--

\v = weekly mean t8f'll)erature (°C) SOG = snow depth on ground Can>, I ast day of t he per I od 
~ = week I y extrene maximum tE!lll>erature C °C) H = weekll total brt2ht sunshine (hrs> 

= week I y extreme ml n I mum tef1J>erature C °C) X = not o served 
rp = weedy total precipitation Cmm) P = extrene value based on I ass than 7 days 
)p = Departure of mean t8f'll)er ature from nonna I (°C) * = ml ss Ing 


