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A weekly rev iew of Canadian climate April 9 to 16, 1985 Vol. 7 No.15 

• Balmy weather finally reaches Southern Ontario 

• Unseasonably c-old in Quebec and Atlantic Canada 

• Fruit trees blossoming in Southern B.C. 

This NOAA 6 satellite image taken on the evening of ~rl I 14, 1985 shcws the retreat of 
Arctic air to more northern latitudes. For detaJ Is see page 3. 

Canada 



SHADED AREAS 
ABOVE NORMAi. 
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DEPARTUR& FROM . 
NORMAL OF 

MEAN TEMPERATURE 
APRIL 9 TO 15, 1985 oc 

WEEKLY TEtf>ERATURE EXTROES c·c) 
. 

HAXltlJM HINitlJH 

YUKON TERRITORY 8.7 Mayo 
NORTI-MEST TERRITORIES 11.0 fort Smith 
BRITISH COLlJ.1BIA 24.6 Lytton 

ALBERTA 25.0 Medicine Hat 
SA9<A TCHEWAN 24.4 Estevan 

MANITOBA 25.7 Pilot Mound 
ONTARIO 22.9 Windsor 

" QUEBEC 18.5 Sherbrod<e 

NEW BRUNSWICK 19.0 Fredericton 
NOVA SCOTIA 17.6 Shelb.Jrne 
PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND 9.1 Charlottetom 
NEWFOUNDLAND 5.7 Goose Bay 

ACROSS THE NATION 

Warmest mean tef'll)erature 
Coolest mean tef'll)erature 

12.5 
-35.9 

-33. 5 Komakuk Beach 
-44.5 Eureka 
-12.6 Dease Lake 

-17.0 r ort Chipetyan 
-23.8 Collins Bay 

Uraniun City 
-27.7 Churchill 
-30.2 t-bosonee 
-33.9 Kuuj juarapik 

-15.3 Char lo 
- 9.5 Antlerst 
- 8.8 Char lot tetom 
-25.0 Churchill falls 

Hope, B .c. 
Eureka, NWT 

ACROSS Tl£ COUNTRY ••• 
., ' 

Wi tery type weather returned 
to the north as a series of weather 
systens tracked easbr,ard. With the 
exception of the Mad<enz ie District, 
where tefll)eratures managed to climb 
es high as 11° C, mean tefll)eratures 
were well belcw normal. Frequent 
perio~ of sncw left up to 14 cm of 
net sncw on the ground. Some locali
ties in the Yukon received 30 to 35 
centimetres of fresh sncw. Win~ 
conditions caused heavy blcwirvJ and 
drifting sncw and both the Def'll)ster 
and Haines Highways were closed for 
two days. Mexinum teq,eratures in 
the Arctic failed to climb higher 
than the mirus mid-twenties. 

British Collllbia 

The coast was frequently clwdy 
and wet, but in the interior, with a 
f et exceptions, sunshine was plenti
ful. Some coastal comrrunities re
ceived locally heavy rainfalls. On 
April 13 Terrace reported thunc:er
s tome with hail. Tef'll)eratures were 
pleasantly mild. Some fruit trees 
have be9.1n to bloom in the southern 
interior valleys. The anrual ran~
burn progrsns ere contiruing in the 
central interior, elthwgh two weeks 
later than normal. Many interior 
lakes are nearly free of ice. Excel
lent spring skiing contirues at 
higher elevations, but many of the 
lcwer ski runs are closed. 

Prairies 

Warm and very pleasant spring 
weather returned. Daytime teq,era
tures in agrirultural areas climbed 
from the teens to the lo,, to mid
twenties by the weekend. Sunshine 
was plentiful in the south, tut 
clrudy skies were more general in 
the north, where sncwfalls of sever
al centimetres were reported. 
Several daily maxinum teq,erature 
record3 were brd<en. The merrury at 
Pilot Mound climbed to 26° on April 
14. Field work is well underway in 
southern Alberta. Good spring skiing 
contirues in the Rod<ies. The south
ern two third3 of the Prairies are 
predominantly snOI free. 
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Ontario 

Cold weather finally relin
quished its sttbborn hold over 
Ontario. Record l<M mid-week tem
peratures were replaced with day
time readin<J:t in the 10 to 20 de
gree range. Over the weekend Win<>
aor was the warmest spot, with a 
maximum tenl)erature of 23• C on 
April 14. Comnuni ties with wi.nci3 
blowing directly off the cold 
waters of the Great Lakes failed to 
e>q>erience the first fine spring 
weather of the season. Ear lier in 
the week, a nunber of n&t daily 
record l<M tenl)eratures were set. 
The terll)erature in Hoosonee plunged 
to -3o·c on April 13, smashing the 
previous -21·c set in 1947. The 
extreme strong winci3 on April 6, 
pushed large plates of ice up on 
the eastern shore of Lake Simcoe's 
cottage country, causing extensive 
damage to boat houses and docks. 

Qulbec 

Unusually cold spring weather 
conditions contirued to pla().Je the 
province. Mean tenl)eratures ranged 
from 3 to 8 degrees belcw normal. 
Maximum t~eratures, with a couple 
of except.ions, failed to reach the 
double digits. Precipitation was 
generally light, except in the 
southwest, where total anounts 
exceeded 20 mm. The sn<M cover is 
grad.Jelly <Mindling. Some areas in 
the eastern Townships are nearly 
snCM free, tut snCM depths in the 
north still exceed 75 cm. 

AtlMtic Provincea 

Unseasonably cool spring 
weather pla().Jed the East Coast, and 
many nei, low teq:,erature record:l 
were established wring the latter 
part of the period. In the Meri
times clwdy skies grad.Jelly gave 
way to sunshine. Over the weekend, 
the maximum teq:,erature at a nunber 
of locations in the Haritimes fail
ed to climb above freezing. fJl 

1tur
8 April 10, up to 1 S cm of snCM fell 

y at in northeastern Newfoundland. fJl 
fril April 13, a disturbance moving off 
1 i~ the coast gave additional sncw falls 
,ii~ , to the Is land and Labrador. The 
.ith- Har it imes are nar ly sncw free. 

Charla still had 12 cm of sncw on 
the ground. 
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TOTAL PRECIPITATION 
APRIL 9 TO 15, 1985 

mm 

HEAVIEST WEEKLY PRECIPITATION (ma) 

YUKON TERRI TORY 
NORTI-MEST TERRITORIES 
BRITISH COLLMBIA 
ALBERTA 

SA9<A TCHEWAN 
MANITOBA 
ONTARIO 

" QUEBEC 

NEW BRUNSWI O< 
NOVA SCOTIA 
PRINCE ECM ARD ISLAND 
NEWFOUNDLAND 

6.2 Dawson 
11.2 fort Reliance 
75.3 Hclnnes Island 
6.9 Edmonton 

10.6 Collins Bay 
12. 2 Churchill 
31. 6 North Bay 
34.6 Ste. Agathe des Monts 

10.6 Saint John 
6. 7 Greef\tlood 

12. 2 Sumrerside 
21. 4 Port Aux Basques 

The r ront Cover 

The spring equinox (March 20, 1985) marked the transition 
date when daylight hours In fhe northern hanlsphere began to ex
ceed the hours of darkness. At the I atl tude of Canada's populated 
regions, there Is a natural time lag of approximately a month 
before the atmosphere begins to respond to the wannl ng effect of 
the Increase In sunshl ne, Th Is NOAA 6 sate I I lte Image of Aprl I 
14, 1985 sh0ts that the very cold Arctic airmass of winter (north 
of the frontal systen llrklng storm centres A, B, C) has re
treated northwards to abrut 55°-600 N. A fe,t representative tan
peratures are Indicated. The southern regions of Canada are nOi 
beginning to enjoy t81l)eratures more cond.Jclve to outdoor com
fort. However, outbrecks of the Arctl c a Ir are stl 11 poss I b I e and 
agrlOJlturlsts ITl.lSt be vlgl lant for frcsty nights (for the aver
age date of the last spring frost see Vol. 6, No. 16, page 5). 
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DEPTH OF SNOW 
ON THE GROUND 

AT 12 GMT 
APRIL 15, 1985 

cm 

TEMPERATURE ANOMALY 
FORECAST FROM 

APRIL 17 TO 
MAY 1, 1985 

\ ~ ,_,,__ - _/,.._L --

/ L 

++ nuch above nonnal 
+ above nonnel 
N nonnel 

below nonnel 
111Jch below nonne I 

Teq,erature Anomaly Forecast 
Th Is forecast ts prepared by search t ng 
historical weather maps to find cases 
slml lar to the present. The historical 
outcooe dur Ing the 1 5 days subsequent to 
the chosen an a I og.Jes Is assumed to be a 
forecast for the next 15 days from nON• 
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AES Satel 11 te Data Lab 
ISSN 0225-5707 UDC 551.506.1(71) 

Cllaatlc Perspectives Is a wea<.I y 
bilingual publication of the 
Ca nadt an CI I mate Centre, Atmospherl c 
Envl rorrnent Service, 4905 Duffer In 
St., Down sv 18", Ont. Canada M3H 5T4. 
Phone (416)667-4906/4711. 

It began In 1978 and In 1983 
was exp anded to t nc lude a monthly 
supplanent (formerly kncwn as the 
Canadian Weather Review). The pur
pose of the publication ts to make 
top I cal I nformatlon avat 15)1e to the 
public concerning the Canadian Cit
mate and Its socloeconant c Impact. 

Unsol I ctted articles are wel
come but shru Id be at maxt mum aboot 
1 500 words t n I ength. They wl I I be 
subject to editorial change wlthrut 
not Ice due to pub 11 shl ng time con
s tr al nts. Bl ad<. and wh t te phot~ 
graphs can be used, but not colour. 
The contents may be r~r I nted freely 
w I th proper credl t. 

The data shorn In th Is pub 11 ca
t I on are based on u nver t ft ed reports 
fron approximately 225 Canadt an 
syn(l)t I c weather stat Ions. I nforma
t 1 on concerning climatic Impacts Is 
gathered fran AES contacts with the 
pub I I c and fr om the med I a. Art I c I es 
do not necessarily ref I ect the vt EMS 

of the Atmospheric Envtronnent Ser
vi ca. 

Annual Subscriptions 
Week I y t ssue Inc lud t ng 

monthly supplanent: $35.00 
M:>nthly t ssue only: $1 0.00 

Subscr I pt I on enqu Ir I es: Supp I y and 
Services Canada. Pub II sh Ing Ce11tr e. 
Ottawa. Ontario. Canada. K1A 0S9. 
Phone (613)994-1495 
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ALABAMA AL 
ARKANSAS AR 
CONNECTICUT CO 
DELAWARE OE 
FLORIDA - FL 
GEORGIA - GA 
ILLINOIS IL 
INOIANA IN 
IOWA IA 
KANSAS KA 
KENTUCKY KY 
LOUISIANA LA 
MAINE ME 
MANITOBA MT 
MARYLAND MO 
MASSACHUSET MA 
MICHIGAN - Ml 
MINNESOTA MN 
MISSISSIPPI MS 
MISSOURI MO 
NEBRASKA NE 
NEW BRUNSWICK - NB 
NEWFOUNDLAND NF 
NEW HAMPSHIRE NH 
NEW JERSEY NJ 
NEW YORK NY 
NORTH CAROLINA - NC 
NORTH DAKOTA NO 
NOVA SCOTIA NS 
OHIO OH 
OKLAHOMA OK 
ONTARIO ON 
PENNSYLVANIA PA 
PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND- PE 
OU~BEC - OU 
RHODE ISLAND RI 
SOUTH CAROLINA SC 
SOUTH DAKOTA SD 
TENNESSEE - TN 
TEXAS - TX 
VERMONT VT 
VIRGINIA VA 
WEST VIRGINIA WV 
WISCONSIN WI 

SITE 

Longwoods 

Dorset 

Chalk RI ver 

tlontmorency 

Kej lmkuj lk 

DAY 

8 
10 

1 0 
13 

10 
13 

10 

1 
8 
9 

11 

pH 

4.6 
3.6 

4.4 
4.0 

4.6 
3.7 

4.7 

4.2 
4. 1 
3.5 
3.9 

NOJNT 

1 ( s) 

4(r) 

1 4( s> 
3 Cm) 

5Cs> 
1 4 Cr) 

4Cs) 

4Cm) 
6( r> 
2(m) 
1 ( s) 

6 

lf>RIL 7 to N>RIL 13, 1985 

ACID RAIN REPORT 

The reference map ( I ef t) sho,s 
the I ocat Ions of Sall) 11 ng s I tes 
where the ad di ty of precl p I tat I on 
Is mon I tored- Al I are operated by 
Environment Canada except Dorset 
which Is a research station operated 
by the Ontarl o Ml n I stry of the 
Envl rorment. The map also sho,s the 
api:roxlmate areas (shaded) where 
SOi and NOx eml ss Ions are great
est. The tab I e bel o, gl ves the week-
1 y report st.Jnmarlzlng the acidity 
(or pH) of the rain or sno, that 
fell at the collection sites and a 
description of the path travel led by 
the moisture laden air. Envlrormen
ta I damage to I akes and streans Is 
usually observed In sensitive areas 
reg.i I ar ly recel vi ng precl p I tatlon 
w I th pH I ess than 4. 7, wh 11 e pH 
readt ngs I ess than 4.0 are serl OJS• 

For more Information concerning the 
add ral n report, see CI lmatl c Per
spectives, Vol. 5 No. 50 P• 6. 

AIR PATH TO SITE 

Northern Ontario, Lake Superior, Michigan 
Indiana, 0110, Soothern Ontario 

WI scons In, Ml dl I gan, Southern Ontarl o 
Northern Ontario, Northwestern Quebec 

Wisconsin, Michigan, Southern Ontario 
Kentucky, lndtana, Michigan, Central Qitarlo 

Northern Ont ar Io, Southern Quebec 

Michigan, Southern Ontario, New York, New England, Atlantic Ocean 
Michigan, Soothern Ontario, New York, New England, Atlantic Ocean 
Michigan, Southern Ontario, New York, New England, Atlantic Ocean 
Soothern Ontario, New York, Pennsylvania, New England, Atlantlc 

r = ral n (mm), s = snow (cm), m = mixed rat n and snow (mm)• 
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TEWERATURE, PRECIPITATION AM1 BRIGHT SUNSHINE DATA FOR TI£ WEEK Ell>ING 0600 GMT N>RIL 15, 1985 

STATION TEW FRECIP SUN STATION 
~ 

TEW FRECIP SUN 

Av 
'Dp'Mx' 

Mn Tp I SOG H Av I Dp I Mx f Mn Tp l SOG H 

YllCON TERRITORY The Pas 2 3 1 5 - 8 o.o o.o 62.9 
Dowson - 8 - 6 3 -22 6.2 65.0 X Thorrpson - 4 - 2 12 -23 1 0 .2 1 5 .o 49.2 
Mayo A - 2 - 1 9 -1 5 1 .2 30.0 X Winnipeg 7 4 24 - 6 * * 
Sh I ng I e Po I nt -24 - 6 -16 -32 3.7 40.0 * ONTARIO 
Wetson Lake - 2 - 1 8 -15 1.9 49.0 62.3 At I kokan 2 0 18 -15 1 o.o 51 • 7 
Whitehorse - 2 - 1 6 -1 4 0.2 20.0 * Bl g Trout Lake - 8 - 3 11 -28 7.3 11.0 34.4 
NORTlfWEST TERRITORIES Earlton - 4 - 5 1 0 -16 * 31. 0 X 
Cq>perml ne -28 -10 -20 -36 * 20.0 * Kapuskaslng - 4 - 4 9 -21 4.0 49.0 * 
Fort Smith - 3 0 11 -19 0.2 14.0 * Kenora 4 2 1 5 -1 0 1. 6 o.o X 
lnuvlk -22 - 6 - 9 -35 5.4 51 .o * Kl ngston 2 - 1 16 - 7 * * 
Norman We I Is -1 5 - 6 0 -28 9.9 34.0 * London 6 0 21 - 6 3.6 44.3 
Yel I owkn I fe -13 - 4 2 -30 1 0.8 45.0 42.9 M)osonee - 8 - 5 12 -30 4.4 64.0 50.7 
Baker Lake -28 - 9 -1 5 -36 1.8 70.0 68.1 Muskoka 1 -3 1 7 -1 1 * o.o X 
Q)rel Herbour -28 -10 -14 -37 5.7 24 .o 6 7 .3 North Bay - 2 - 4 1 1 -15 31 .6 36.0 32.7 
Cope Dyer -23 - 6 -15 -31 * 96.0 X Ottawa 2 -3 19 - 9 2.2 109.0 
Clyde -27 - 7 -21 -34 0.8 59.0 64 .2 Pl ckl e Lake - 4 - 3 10 -27 0.2 55.0 X 
Frob I sher Bay -22 - 5 -10 -30 2.2 29.0 74.1 Red Lake 1 1 13 -13 o.o 2.0 55.9 
Alert -32 - 6 -25 -39 o.o 46.0 93.2 Sudbury -t - 4 12 -15 25.6 1.0 * 
Eureka -36 - 6 -26 -44 * 35.0 * Thunder Bay 2 0 16 -10 1.1 o.o 51.2 
Hel I Beech -31 - 8 -18 -42 0.6 21 .o X Timmins - 4 - 5 12 -20 7.8 68.0 X 
Resolute -33 - 8 -24 -38 * 17 .o 82. 7 Toronto 4 - 1 22 - 7 3.8 X 
C embr I dge Bay -31 - 8 -23 -38 * 38.0 * Trenton 4 - 2 20 - 7 1 .o X 
Mould Bay -30 - 5 -24 -37 * 16.0 * Wlarton 3 - 1 19 - 6 * * 
Sachs Harbour -27 - 6 -21 -33 o.o 9.0 84.0 Windsor 9 2 23 - 6 3.0 X 
BRIT I SH C<1.ll48 I A QlEBEC 
Cape St. James 7 1 1 1 3 21 .4 36.5 Bagotvl 11 e - 5 - 7 9 -14 1 7 .4 13.0 X 
Crenbrod<. 10 5 23 - 1 1 .1 62.3 Bl anc-Sab I on - 7 - 4 2 -1 7 1 o.o 44.0 35. 7 
Fort Nelson 3 2 1 5 - 8 o.o 1 o.o 64.8 lnukjuak -16 - 4 - 3 -26 7 .2 69.0 * 
Fort St. John 5 3 14 - 5 o.o X Ku 41 Ju aq -1 5 - 5 - 2 -28 4.8 118.0 * 
Kemloq>s 12 3 22 0 o.o 32.9 Ku uj juarap I k -14 - 6 1 -34 1 5.8 47 .o 25. 1 
Pentlcton 1 1 3 23 0 3.0 46.8 Man lwak I - 2 - 5 1 1 -13 29.8 13.0 39.6 
Port Hardy 8 2 16 0 8.6 24. 1 t-bnt-Jol 1 - 3 - 4 10 -11 4.8 51 .o 
Pr I nee George 7 3 17 - 6 2.4 48.8 r.bntreal 1 - 5 1 8 - 9 10.6 o.o 42.4 
Pr I nee f\Jpert 6 2 13 - 4 33.2 39.1 Natashquan - 5 - 4 2 -15 0.8 o.o * 
Revel std<e 8 3 18 - 1 8.3 32. 1 NI tchequon -13 -6 2 -29 5.2 74.0 * 
Sml thers 5 2 14 - 5 11 .2 * Quebec -3 - 6 8 -12 33.8 32.0 46.6 
Vencwver 10 2 16 5 12.2 27.8 Schaf fervl 11 e -14 - 5 0 -26 5.6 64.0 28.4 
Victoria 1 1 2 1 8 4 2.1 30.3 Sept-I I es - 7 - 6 1 -16 2 .2· 50.4 
WI I I I ems Lake 7 4 16 - 4 o.o 54.9 Sh erbrod<.e - 1 - 5 -19 -1 0 7.6 , o.o 41.2 
ALBERTA Val-d'Or - 5 -6 11 -18 * 55.0 33.3 
Ca I gary 8 4 24 -3 3.8 * NEW BRUNSWla< 
Q)I d Lake 6 4 20 - 3 o.o 55.9 Oiarl o - 4 - 4 5 -15 6.0 12 .o 58. 1 
Coronation 7 4 22 -3 o.o 55.0 a, athan - 1 -3 12 -11 2.6 1 .o 51. 9 
Edrronton N amao 7 4 20 - 5 1 .2 * Freder I cton 2 - 1 19 -10 2 .3 * 
Fort McMurray 5 4 19 - 8 2.0 67.9 r.bncton - 2 - 4 13 -12 8.7 o.o 48.5 
HI gh Level 2 - 1 14 -11 0.2 1 o.o 56.8 Sal nt John - 1 - 3 12 -10 10.6 55.2 
Jasper 7 4 18 - 5 5.0 47.5 NOVA SCOTIA 
Lethbr ldge 1 1 6 23 1 o.o * Green~d 0 - 3 16 - 9 6.7 X 
Medic I ne Hat 10 4 25 - 2 0.2 61.8 Shearwater 1 - 3 16 - 8 3.6 4 7.9 
Peace River 4 3 17 - 5 o.o X S~ney - 2 - 3 9 - 9 6.2 2.0 46. 1 
SASKATCHEWAN Yarmouth 1 - 2 11 - 5 3.4 51.2 
Cree Lake - 2 X 9 -17 6.7 17.0 47.4 PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND 
Estevan 10 6 24 - 4 o.o 60.8 Olar I ottetown -3 - 4 9 - 9 7.8 5.0 * 
La Ronge 2 1 16 - 6 o.o * Summers I de - 2 - 3 7 - 8 12.2 1 .o 51.7 
Regina 8 5 22 -3 o.o 63.0 tEWFOUtllLAND 
Saskatoon 6 3 20 - 1 o.o * Gander -3 - 3 4 -10 7.8 1.0 41.6 
Sw I ft Cur rent 8 4 21 - 1 * * Port aux Basques -3 -3 2 - 8 21.4 a.o 42.6 
Yorkton 6 4 18 - 3 1 .6 o.o 51 .5 St. John's - 2 - 2 5 - 9 1 7 .6 8.0 40.6 
MANITOBA St, Lawrence - 3 - 3 3 -10 11.2 1 o.o X 
Erandon 7 5 24 - 5 o.o * Cartwr I ght - 8 - 4 2 -19 2.9 104.0 43.7 
Olurchl 11 , -15 - 3 5 -28 12.2 41.0 39.9 Olurcht 11 Fal Is -12 -4 5 -25 8.6 98.0 48.3 
Lynn Lake - 6 - 5 7 -22 9.9 32 .o 48. 1 Goos_e - 7 - 4 6 -22 12.6 97.0 41. 7 

Av = weekly mean tenperature ( °C) SOG = snow depth on ground (cm), last day of the period 
Mx = week I y extrane maximum taTl)erature C °C) H = weekll total bright sunshine (hrs> 
Mn = weekly extreme minimum terrperature (°C) X = not o served 
Tp = weekly total precipitation (mm) p = extrene value based on I ess than 7 days 
Op = Departure of mean tenperature from normal (°C) * = ml ss Ing 


