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Daily meteorological otservations have been made from the Victoria Gonzales Observatory since it 
opened on April 23, 1914. For more information see page 3. Photograph courtesy of Scott Sorrerville 

• First snow of the season in Atlantic Canada 

• Frost colours Annapolis Valley apples 
- harvest in full swing 

• Tail end of Prairie snowstorm hits Northwestern 
Ontario 

Canad~ 
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DEPARTURE FROM NORMAL 
OF 

MEAN TEMPERATURE 

OCTOBER 8 TO 14, 1985 

oc 

WEEKLY TDPERATURE EXTIDES c·c) 

MAXIIUt NIIDUI 

YUKON TERRI TORY 12.4 Burwash 
NORTt-lilEST TERRITORIES 10.7 fort Sif1')son 
BRITISH COLl.}18I A 20.6 Victoria 
Al.BERTA 17.3 Coronation 

SASKATCHEWAN 
MANITOOA 
ONTARIO 

, 
QUEBEC 
NEW BRUN9tt1I D< 
NCNA SCOTIA 
PRINCE EDWAfO ISLAND 
NEWFOUNDLAND 

17.9 Saskatoon 
16.3 Dauphin 
20.8 Toronto 

Wind:lor 

19.l Roberval 
17.3 Charlo 
21. 3 Shelrurne 
15. 5 Sumrre rside 
16.2 St. Johns 

ACROSS THE NATIIII 

Warmest mean temperature 
Coolest mean temperature 

13.8 
-23.5 

-19.0 Klondike 
-31. 2 Eureka 
-14.5 Puntzi Mountain 
-12. 7 Pincher Creek 

-14. 7 Rocl41len 
-15.0 Brandon 
-5.6 Kenora 

-10.0 Scheffervi.lle 
-6.3 Chathsn 
-4. 8 Shelb.Jrne 
-1. 0 Char lot tet~n 
-6.0 Churchill falls 

Wind:lor, ONT 
Eureka, N. W. T • 

ACIOSS Tl£ COUNTIY ••• 

Yulcan and ~t Territarlee 

The weather was blustery in the 
Territories and the eastern Arctic. 
Numerrus wind and storm wsrnin91 
were issued. Precipitation tnounts 
were variable, with rain and sno,, 
rep:>rted. Significant E1110unts of 
sno,, fell in the central and north­
ern Yukon. ttlst of the sn<M melted 
swth of the Ogilvie Mountains. Sn<M 
depths in the hicjl Arctic and north­
ern Baffin Island ranged between 20 
and 30 cm. Maximum tenperab.Jres at 
Eureka and Alert failed to rise 
above -2r C for several days. Mini­
rum drtl)ped to the mioos thirties at 
nicjl t. 

Brltiah Col•wbi• 

An onshore flo,, allo,ed several 
weather systm1S to approach the 
coast and move inland. Sun~ skies 
gave way to a cool unsettled week. 
Significant rains, in excess of 100 
mm, fell a long the north coast. Sno,, 
fell at higher elevatims in the 
interior. Wet conditions have delay­
ed late season haying and slash 
burning. The apple and grape harvest 
contirues in the Cl<anagan. frost 
ocwrred in most areas of the pro­
vince. At Castleger on October 8, a 
minilll.Jm t811)erature of -6.J·c was 
the coldest reading this ear 1y in 
the year. 

A mejor sno,,storm let up on the 
evening of October a. SnCMfalls in 
swthern agrirultural districts 
ranged between 10 and 30 centime­
tres. In the storm's wake, swth­
western Manitoba was left with up to 
25 cm of wet sno, on the grrund. The 
alrea(¥ late harvest was brrught to 
a virtual stand still in most fa~ 
ing districts. ~ny nei, daily lo,, 
tenperatl.l' e recorCB were establishec 
the first f ei, days of the week. In 
the swth, mininums plunged to thE 
-10• C to -15• C range, while day time 
values failed to even rea<h thE 
freezing mark. By the weekend warme1 
teq>eratures moved in from the west. 
Tenperatures climbed into the teens, 
but weather conditions renaine~ 
variable. 
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Ontario 

Weather syat8118 contirued to 
t rad< acroea the province, as con­
trasting airmesses vied for supren­
acy. Tenperatures fluctuated wide­
ly, but overall it was a cool week 
in the north. Tenperetures in 
swthern Cntario briefly reach~d 
the twenties early in the week. A 
10 to 25 centimetre sno,fell blan­
keted northwestern Ontario on 
October 8. Significant amounts of 
rain fell in southern Ontario over 
the weekend; many localities re­
ceived nore than 20 mm. ot t9'1a 
brd<e two 24-hwr precipitation 
record:J. The apple harvest contin­
ued in the south. ~st late vege­
table crepe have been pid<ed. fell 
field work is well undel'Way. 

It was a typical autunn week, 
with very ing amounts of clcud. 
Tefll)eretures were not unusuelfy 
cool, rengi ng from the upper teens 
in the sw th to near freezing in 
the north. Precipitation was vari­
able. Heaviest enounts, between 30 
and 40 millimetres, fell along the 
St. Lawrence Valley. Several centi­
metres of sno, fell in central and 
northern Qut!bec. 

Atlantic 

The weather was frequently 
clwdy, with period:J of rain and 
ano, flurries. Parts of Newfound­
land received a heavier dusting of 
sno,. Gander received 3 cm of sno, 
over the weekend. ~merQJs loca­
tions established nEW daily lo, 
tE!'l1)eretu:re recorch arwnd the 
middle of the week, es readin(J3 
dropped to well below normal 
values. The apple harvest in 
Annapolis Valley is in full swing. 
The cool tElll)eratures over the 
weekend served to give the apples 
inore colwr. Any moisture received 
this week. was beneficial to fall 

· cereal grains, such as winter wheat 
and rye. 
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TOTAL PRECIPITAT ION 

OCTOBER 8 TO 14, 1985 

mm 

1£AYIEST WEEJCLY PRECIPITATIOII (mm) 

YUKON 
NORTt-WEST TERRITORIES 
BRITISH COLLNBIA 
ALBERTA 

SAS<A TCHEWAN 
MANITOOA 
ONTARIO 
QUEBEC 

NEW B RU NSWI ()( 
NOVA SCOT IA 
PRINCE E™ARD ISLAND 
NEWfOUNDLAND 

15. 5 Watson Lake 
15.4 Cape Dorset 

118.0 Prince Rupert 
22. 0 Whi teccurt 

17.2 Collins Bay 
18. 7 Ch urchil 1 
47.3 Wiarton 
41. 4 Montrea.VDorval 

26. l Sa int John 
22. 9 Green~od 
39.4 Charlottetcwn 
29.4 St. Antho~ 

The frant Cower 
Royal engineers had established several meteorological ob­

servation posts thrrughout British Columbia in the late 19 cen­
tury. Weather recorch at Victoria were kept by an official t ra~ 
ing conpa~ from 1880 to 1890. An official weather observation 
progrsn began at Cod< Street in Victoria on August 10, 1898. The 
obser\etion site had to be tenporarify moved to Governnent Street 
on December 14, 1899 until a pernenent location could be select­
ed. The Gonzales Heights Observatory, still in use today, was 
conpleted in 1914. Built on solid rod< overlod<ing the city of 
Victoria and the Straits of Juan de fuca it was considet"ed to be 
an ideal location for taking weather observations. from 1898 
until \lb r ld War I I weather forecasts were issued from the 
Victoria weather office main]¥ for the benefit of mariners. The 
first weather forecasts appeared in a Victoria newspaper "Daily 
Colonist'' in November 1898. 
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SOIL MOISTURE INDEX 
PER CENT OF WATER 
HOLDING CAPACITY 

OCTOBER 14, 1985 

TEMPERATURE ANOMALY 
FORECAST FROM 

OCTOBER 16 TO 
OCTOBER 30, 1985 

1...,_..tun Anoaaly Forecat 
Th is forecast is prepared by searching 
historical weather mps to find cases 
similar to the present. The historical 
outcone d.aring the 15 days subsequent to 
the chosen analogJes is assuned to be a 
forecast for the next 15 days from nCM• 

CLIMATIC PERSPECTIVES VWIE 7 

tt:inaging Editor M .J. Newark 
Editor (English) A. Radoneki 
Editor (French) A.A. Caillet 
Staff Writer M. Skarpathiotakis 
Art Layout K. Czaja 
Cartography J. Strecansky 

G. Young/T. Olivers 
e. Taylor 

~rd Processing u. Ellis 
N. Khaja/P. Hare 

RegiCIMl Con 111pandanta 

Atl.: F .Amirault ; Que.: J. Mi.ron 
Central: f.LuciOff; Ont.: W.Olristian 
\teatern: w.Prusak; Pac.: N.Penny 
Yukon Weather Centre ; Yell<>fknife 
\leather Office; Ice Central ~tawa 

AES Satellite Data Lab 
ISSI 022S-5707 llJC 551.506.1(71) 

Cllaatic Perepectiv• is a weekly 
bilingual publication of the 
Canadian Climate Centre, Atmospheric 
Envirorrnent Service, 4905 llJfferin 
St., DCMnsview , Ont. Canada M3H 5T4. 
Phane (•16)667-4906/.711. 

The purpose of the pl.blication 
is to neke tq>ical inforneti on 
available to the pl.blic concerning 
the Canadian Climate and its soci~ 
economic illl)act. 

Unsolicited articles are wel­
cone but shruld be at maxinum abwt 
1.500 worcs in length. They will be 
sl.bject to editorial change wi thrut 
notice d.ae to publishing time con­
s traints. Black and white phot~ 
graphs can be used, but not colrur. 
The contents may be rep[' i nted freely 
with proper credit. 

The data sh<>fn in this publica­
tion are based on unverified reports 
from approximately 225 r.anadian 
synoptic weather stations. Inform­
tion concerning climatic inpacts is 
gathered from AES contacts with the 
pl.bli c and from the media. Articles 
do not necessarily reflect the views 
of the Atmospheric Envirorrnent Ser­
vice. 

Annual SubecripUane 
Weekly issue including 

monthly supplement: $35.00 
Monthly issue only: $10.00 

Subet21ptian enqulrleas Supply Md 
Servicee Canada, Publlahing Centre, 
Ott.a, Ontulo, Canada, KlA 059. 
Phone (61J)9'1-1495 
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STORM TRACKS 
POSITION OF STORM 

AT 12 GMT 
OCTOBER 8 TO 14, 1985 
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5 - KPA HOGHTS 
5 - DAY MEAN 

08.10.85 TO t2.10.85 
CONTOUR INTERVAL 5 (OAM) 
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MEAN 50 KPa HEIGHTS (dam) 
Octo.be.r 8 to October 12, 1985 
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ALABAMA - AL 
ARKANSAS - AR 
CONNECTICUT - co 
DELAWARE - OE 
FLORIDA - FL 
GEORGIA GA 
ILLINOIS - IL 
INOIANA - IN 
IOWA IA 
KANSAS KA 
KENTUCKY - KY 
LOUISIANA - LA 
MAINE - ME 
MANITOBA - MT 
MARYLAND - MO 
MASSACHUSETTS - MA 
MICHIGAN Ml 
MINNESOTA - MN 
MISSISSIPPI - MS 

I 
MISSOURI MO 
NEBRASKA NE 
NEW BRUNSWICK NB 
NEWFOUNDLAND - NF 
NEW HAMPSHIRE NH 
NEW JERSEY - NJ 
NEW YORK - NV 
NORTH CAROLINA - NC 
NORTH OAK OT A NO 
NOVA SCOTIA NS 
OHIO OH 
OKLAHOMA - OK 
ONTARIO ON 
PENNSYLVANIA PA 
PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND- PE 
OU£BEC - au 
RHODE ISLAND - RI 
SOUTH CAROLINA - SC 
SOUTH OAK OT A - so 
TENNESSEE - TN 
TEXAS - TX 
VERMONT - VT 
VIRGINIA VA 
WEST VIRGINIA - WV 
WISCONSIN - WI 

SITE DAY 

longwooda 8 
10 
12 

Donet 6 
8 
9 

10 
12 

Chalk River 9 
10 
12 

Montaor•acy 6 
8 
9 

10 

KeJillkuJik 10 
11 

) 

Ji:A 
ti 

I 

I 
MT I 

I 
( 

I 
I ON 

J, 

IA 

pH 

4.1 
4.1 
4.2 

4.8 
4.0 
4.2 
4.4 
4.3 

4.4 
4.5 
4.7 

4.7 
3.8 
5.0 
5.9 

3.9 
4.8 
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ACID WI R£PGRJ 

0 7 
The reference map (left) sho,s 

the locations of satpling sites 
where the acidity of precipitation i 
is moni toredt Al 1 are operated by l 
Envirorment Canada except Dorset 
which is a research s tatim operated 
by the Ontario Hi nistiy of the 
Envirorment. The map also sho,s the 
apJroximete areas (shaded) where 1 

SOi and NOx emissions are great­
est. The table belo, gives the week­
ly report sunnarizing the acidity 
(or pi) of the rain or anew that 
fell at the collection sites and a 
description of the path travelled by 
the moisture laden air. Envirormen­
tal damage to lakes and stresns is 
usually observed in sensitive areas 
regJlarly receiving precipitation 
with pi less than 4. 7, while pi 
readin(JJ less than 4.0 are serirus. 
for more infornation concerning the 
acid rain report, see Climatic Per­
spectives, VoL 5 No. 50 P• 6. 

\. 
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OCTOBER 6 to OCTIIIER 12, 1915 

AJOINT AIR PATH TO SITE 

9(r) Kentl.d<y, Indiana, Southern Ontario 
4(r) Minnesota, Wisconsin, Michigan 

24(r) Tennessee, Kentl.d<y, Indiana, Ohio 

8(r) Northern Ontario, Wisconsin, Michigan 
4(r) Kentucky, Indiana, Michigan, Sruthern O,tario 
4(r) Minnesota, Wisconsin, Michigan, Central Ontario 
4(r) Wisconsin, Lake Huron, Central O,tario 

35(r) Tennessee, Kentucky, Indiana, Ohio, Southern Ontario 

5(r) Minnesota, Northern Wisconsin, Lake 1-laron, Central Ontario 
3(r) Northern Oltario, Lake SJperior, Central O,tario 

17(r) Kentucky, Ohio, Southern Ontario 

2(r) Central Ontario, Central Quebec 
3(r) ll'lio, Sruthern Ontario, Qmtral ~ebec 
l(r) Central Ontario, Central ~ebec 
7(r) Central Ontario, Central ~ebec 

7(r) Indiana, Southern Ontario, New York, New England 
l(r) Quebec, New Brunswick 

r = rain (mm), s = snCM (cm), m = mixed rain and an CM (mm)• 
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TEWERATURE, PRECIPITATIIII Ml> BRIGHT SUNSHINE DATA FOR Tl£ WEDC Ell>Dli 0600 QIT OCTOBEII 15, 1915 ~. 
STATION TEW PRECIP SUN STATION TEW PRECIP SUN 

I tea 
ll~ Av Op Hx Mn Tp SOG 
I~ 

H Av Op Hx t,t, Tp SOG H 

:at 
it~ YtlCON TERRITORY The Pas l - 4 12 - 7 0 . 4 10. 4 

Dawson 0 2 6 - 7 4.6 X Thonpson - l - l 10 -11 * 2 . 0 * ~ ' Mayo A 0 0 4 - 7 9 6 X Winnipeg 2 - 6 13 - 8 * * lhe Shingle Point * * 3 -lCJ> * 3 0 * ONTMIO 
1ere Watson Lake 2 - l 9 - 6 15.5 o.o 13.2 Atikd<an 5 0 15 - 2 19.6 29.3 
!il• Whitehorse 2 0 10 - 4 1.2 * Big Trrut Lake l - 3 8 - 4 11.5 11.5 
!~- NORTHWEST TERRITORIES Earlton 7 0 18 - 2 * X 

11lt Cq:>pe rmine - 6 - 2 3 -15 * 2.0 8.4 Kapuskasing 6 0 15 - 1 18.6 * 
Fort Smith 0 - 2 8 - 9 5.7 * Kenora 3 - 5 11 - 6 18. 8 o.o X 

that lnuvik - 4 l 5 -12 0.8 o.o * King3ton 12 l 17 1 20.0 * ~a Nor100n We lls 0 2 5 - 4 a . o 1.0 * London 12 1 19 2 43.8 * 
j~ Ye llOofknife 0 0 6 - 5 1.1 16 .3 H:>osonee 5 - l 16 - 2 24.2 * 
~n- Bake r Lake - 4 0 2 -11 o.a o.o 20. 7 Huskoka 9 - l 16 - 3 * X 

' h Cora l J-erbour - 4 2 l - 9 4.2 2.0 * North Bay 7 - l 17 - 1 31.2 14.9 
Cape Oyer - 9 - 3 - 2 -14 1.7 10.0 X Ot tai1a 9 - 1 18 0 40. 7 * reas 

lion 
Clyde - 7 - 2 l -15 1.6 6.0 20.5 Pickle Lake 2 - 3 9 - 3 30.8 X 
Frobisher Bay - J 0 0 - 7 7,8 9.0 3 . 3 Red Lake 2 - 4 11 - 5 28.5 o.o 22. 9 

~ Ale rt -20 - 2 -13 -JO 9.7 13.0 * Sudbury 7 - 1 16 - 1 19.6 * 
:JJS. Eureka -23 - 3 -16 -31 o . o 4.0 a . 2 Thunder Bay 7 0 17 - 5 31.0 * 
the Hall ~ach - 7 l - 2 -11 0.6 1.0 X Timmins 6 - 1 15 - 2 13. 7 X 
>er- Re solute -16 - 3 - 2 -24 8.1 26. 0 * Toronto 11 0 21 1 21.0 X 

CElllbr idge Bay -11 - J l -19 o.a 1.0 * Trenton 10 - l 19 - 2 21.2 X 
Mould Bay -19 - 4 - 4 -27 2.1 31.0 * Wiarton 10 - 1 19 - l 47.3 10.5 
Sachs J-erbour -13 - 4 - 1 -22 J.l a.a 29.0 Windsor 14 1 21 7 * X 
BRITISH CILlllllA QIEBEC 
Cape St. Janes 10 0 13 7 56.5 8.2 Bagotville 6 - l 18 - 2 a.a X 
Cranbrod< 3 - 3 11 - 8 5.2 24.2 Blanc-Sablon 2 - 3 8 - 6 16.4 * 
f"ort Ne lson J 0 15 - 5 2.4 19.7 lnukjJak 2 l 5 0 14.4 * 
Fort St. John J - 2 11 - 6 0.4 X KuUJjuaq 0 - l 8 - 3 3.6 * 
Ksnloops 7 - 2 15 - 3 10.0 24.9 Ku uj jJa rap i k 3 - l 7 - l 6.7 * 
Penticton 8 - 2 15 - 3 3.2 26.l ~niwaki 8 - l 18 - 3 32.6 11. 7 
Port ~rdy 8 - l 15 - 3 69.7 a.o t-bnt-Joli 6 - 1 18 - 3 11.2 23. 7 
Prince George J - 2 11 -11 62-2 12.2 tt>ntreal 9 - l 16 - l 41.4 17.0 
Prince R.Jpert 8 - 1 12 - 1 118.0 0.7 ~tashquan 3 - 2 10 - 4 4.8 24. 9 
Re ve lstd<e 5 - 2 10 - 4 * * Nitchequon l - 1 8 - 4 26.0 14.4 
Smithe rs 4 - 2 10 - 8 23.4 4.5 Qoobec 7 - l 15 - l 10.2 18.8 
Vancruve r 9 - 2 15 - 1 46.2 22.4 Schefferville - 2 - 3 4 -10 10.2 2.0 * 
Victoria 10 0 21 0 9.6 26.2 Sept-Iles 3 - 2 12 - 4 8.8 * 
WilliBtB Lake 3 - 2 12 -10 52.0 13. 7 !:herbrod<e 8 - 1 16 - l 37.6 18.6 
ALBERTA Val-d'Or 6 0 18 - 3 14.4 * 
Calgary 4 - 3 16 - 9 2.4 23.5 NEW BRUNSWICK 
C.Old Lake 2 - 3 14 - 6 2.5 26.3 Char lo 6 - l 17 - 4 9.9 29.3 
Coronation J - 3 17 -10 4 8 31.8 Olathen 6 - 3 17 - 6 14.4 21.7 
Edroonton Na1000 3 - 2 15 - 9 20.4 * freder icton 7 - 2 17 - 5 * * 
Fort McMurray 2 - J 12 - 7 4.4 24.8 tt>ncton 6 - 3 17 - 6 26.0 15.6 
High Level 4 l 13 - 7 Q.8 30.2 Saint John 7 - 2 16 - 3 26.1 23.1 
Jasper 3 - 3 10 -11 6 . 8 18.0 NOVA SCOTIA 
Le thbr idge 4 - 5 13 -10 2.J * Greemood 7 - 3 19 - 5 22-9 X 
Medicine Hat 4 - 5 16 - 8 o . o * !:hear,,ater 8 - 3 18 0 12.6 25. 7 
Peace Rive r 3 0 12 - 7 16-2 X Sydney 7 - 3 16 - 1 22.6 19.6 
SASKATCHEWAN Yarmouth 9 - 2 16 - 1 13. 6 * 
Cree Lake - l X 7 -10 12.0 2.0 22. 6 PRDEE EDWARD ISLAfl> 
Est e van l - 7 12 -13 3.8 56.8 Charlottetown 7 - 3 15 - l 39.4 * 
La Range 0 - 3 10 -11 6.1 * Sumnerside 8 - 2 16 2 29.0 16.3 
Regina l - 6 14 -11 5.0 47 .1 NDFOlNJLAtl) 
Saskatoon 3 - 4 18 - 5 a.a * fzlnder 3 - 4 13 - 2 9.6 18. l 
Swift Current * * 13P -12 2.0 * Port aux Basques 5 - 3 12 0 2.4 * 
York ton 2 - 5 14 - 7 1.5 o.o 33.9 St. John's 5 - 3 16 - 1 16.2 19 . 0 
MANITOBA St. Lawrence 5 - 3 15 - 2 11. 8 X 
Brandon 0 - 7 15 -15 7.3 * Cartwri(j'lt 2 - 2 9 - 2 7.0 14.8 
Olurchi 11 - l - 2 5 - 8 18. 7 o.o 9.7 Olurchill Falls - l - 3 4 - 6 12.8 1.0 10.5 
Lynn Lake - J - 3 7 -12 9.8 5.0 * Goose 0 - 4 10 - 6 12.4 8.1 

Av = weekly rrean t e npe rature (°C) SOG = snow depth on ground (~m) , last day of the per io d 
1 

extreme maxirum tef1'1erature ( °C) Hx = we ekly H = weekly total bright sl.flshine (hrs) 
tt, = weekly e xtreme mi.nirum t e npe rature (°C) X = not observed 
Tp = weekly total precipitation (mm) P = extreme value based on l ess than 7 days 

. Op = Departure of nean t e nperature from normal c ·c) * = missing 


