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This March 7, 1986, NOAA 9 satellite picture, a conposite of three separate passes, approximately l½ 
hrurs apart, shews late winter stol'flB affecting both the west and east coasts of the country. Strong 
winci3 blcwing across the Great Lakes formed long stre9tlers of clrud over the lee shores-

' 

• Fickle March weather across the country 
record snow in the Yukon 

- flowers blooming in southern B.C. 

- rain, freezing rain and snow in the East 

Canada 



2 

DEPARTURE FROM NORMAL 
OF 

MEAN TEMPERATURE 
(OC) 

MARCH 4 TO 10,1986 

WEEKLY TEMPERATURE EXTREME (C) 

MAXIMUM MINIMUM 

BRITffiH COLUMBIA KAMLOOPS 16 
YUION TERRITORY TESLIN 4 
NORTHWEST TERRITORIES FORT SMITH -6 
ALBERTA LETHBRIOGE 12 

SASKATCHEWAN ESTEVAN 9 
MANITOBA DAUPHIN 2 
ONTARIO WINDSOR 13 
QUEBEC GASPE 5 

NEW BRUNSWICK FREDERICTON 7 
NOVA SCOTIA GREENWOOD 5 
PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND SUMMERSIDE 4 
NEWFOUNDLAND DEER LAKE 5 

ACROSS THE NATION 

WARMEST MEAN TEMPERATURE 
COOLEST MEAN TEMPERATURE 

9 
-44 

FORT NELSON -22 
OGILVIE -49 

EUREKA -50 
FORT CHIPEWYAN -37 

URANIUM CITY -34 
CHURCHILL - 34 
MOOSONEE -34 

KUUJJUARAPIK - 41 

CHARLO -24 
SYDNEY -20 

CHARLOTTETOWN -20 
CHURCHILL FALLS -36 

ABBOTSFORD BC 
EUREKA NWT 

ACIOSS THE COIIITIY ••• 

Yulmn and NorU.eet Territorlea 

Heavy sncwf all warnin93 were 
issued daily for the southern Yukon. 
Since the begihnirg of the month, 
Whitehorse has received 47 cm of 
sncw, establishing a new March sncw­
f all recorci Th is week alone meny 
locations received between 20 and 30 
centimetres of anew. The heavy sno,­
f alls h8'1)ered the anrual Yukon 
Quest do<J!led race between fairbark 
and Whitehorse. Several Arctic hi<jl 
pressure cells gave clear, but cold 
weather conditions to the Northwest 
Territories. Significant sno,falls 
ocrurred in the Mad<enzie District 
and on Baff in Is land. Te"l)eratures 
in the hi<jl Arctic plunge to the 
minus fifties. 

Britlah Co!ewbt!I 

A soutt'Mesterly flo, gave sho,­
ery, but mild weather conditions in 
the southern two thircs of the pro­
vince. In the north, it was cold and 
sncwy. Higher elevations of the 
interior received fresh sno,, and 
skiing conditions remained fairly 
good. There were periocs of freezing 
rain on March 6 and 7. Many logging 
roam are cloeed because of the 
thew. Early spring flo,ers are conr 
ing into bloom in the southern 
vall~s- ~ring gardening is well 
undeiway on the lo,er mainland. In 
Victoria, tulips have been delayed 
because of the cold spell during the 
month of February. 

Record warm weather of the 
previous week sl0tly gave way, as an 
Arctic airmass infiltrated the 
sru th. In the east, the cold weather 
was heralded by bhJatery conditions 
and dangerrusly lo, wind chills. 
Only sru thern Alberta escaped the 
bitter cold during the middle of the 
week. Towarcs the weekend, a devel­
oping disturbance, associated with 
moderating teq,eratures gave wide­
spread sno,falls to the agricultural 
districts. Amounts general]>' ranged 
between 10 and 15 centimetres. 
CommJnities in sruthern Alberta; 
received period3 of rain because of 
wel 1 above freezing tenperatures. 
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As is typical at this ti.me of 
the year, weather conditions varied 
11arkedly. In sClJthern Ontario, 
above freezing t~eratures and 
sunshine early in the week gave way 
to sno,,, freezing rain end record 
low t~eratures by the weekend. A 
cold snap on He rch 7 and 8 had 
teq>eraturee in the south plunging 
into the minus twenties. Snow fell 
thrClJghClJt the province on March 6. 
On March 9, a freezing rain storm 
hit southern Ontario, coating 
e verything with a 5 to 10 milli­
metre layer of ice. The follo,,ing 
day, the ice storm affected north­
ern end eeetern sections of the 
province. Arctic air remained well 
established in the north until the 
weekend, when an area of sno,, moved 
in. Snowfalls rarged between 10 end 
20 centimetres before changing to 
freezing rain in eastern districts 
on Mirch 10. 

Winter refused to let up, as 
perioch of sno,, and blo,ing sno,, 
affected most of the southern half 
of the province. On March 6 and 7, 
a strengthening storm off the east 
coast gave 10 to 20 centimetres of 
sno, to the south. Winch CJJSting as 
h i(jl as 81 km.Ai prodJced blo,, i ng 
sno,,, lo,,ering visibilities in 
rural areas to near zero. There 
were nuneraJs traffic accidents on 
Montr'81' s south shore. Arctic air 
had a firm hold in the north, where 
ntinitnum t~eratures drq>ped to the 
mid-minus forties. Daily low 
te!l9')erature recorch were brd<en in 
many areas of the province. 

Atlentic 

It was a typical early March 
week, with a variety of weather 
conditions. Teaiperatures were mild 
at first, b.Jt drq>ped to belo, 
norme 1 values over the weekend. In 
Newfoundland, the first part of the 
week was generally fair. On March 6 
a disturbance brought freezing rain 
to the Avalon Peninsula, and up to 
10 cm of snc:w to the rest of the 
island. On March 7 and a, another 
aajor storm hit Atlantic Canada. 
See article on this page. 
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TOTAL PRECIPITATION 
(mm) 

MARCH 4 TO 10,1986 

HEAVIEST WEEKLY PRECIPITATION (mm) 

BRITISH COLUMBIA LANGARA 60 
YUKON TERRITORY WATSON LAKE 18 
NORTHWEST TERRITORIES CORAL HARBOUR 7 
ALBERTA WHITE COURT 38 

SASKATCHEWAN NIPAWIN 16 
MANITOBA GIMLI 15 
ONTARIO SUDBURY 47 
QUEBEC BLANC SABLON 43 

NEW BRUNSWICK FREDERICTON 39 
NOVA SCOTIA SYDNEY 29 
PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND SUMMERSIDE 26 
NEWFOUNDLAND ST JOHN'S 28 

Frat Cover - Atlantic Stan 

An intense Atlantic storm hit the Maritimes on March 7, 
clceing schools in all three provinces. Sno,,falls ranged from 20 
to JO centimetres in New Brunswid< and on Cape Breton Island. The 
sno, stom was associated with hi<jl wines and ~sts to 100 km/h, 
causing heavy blo,ing and drifting sno,,. In Nova Scotia, some of 
the precipitation changed to rain, therefore sncwfall amounts were 
not as great. As the storm moved to,,ard:i Newfoundlan~ another 
blast of cold air swept across the region, resulting in l0t wind 
chills. In NewfOJndland and Labrador, sn0t falls ranged up to 
20 cm. Winch (}Jsting to 115 km.A, hit coastal areas, disrupting CN 
ferl'Y services acroes Cabot Strait. On March 10, low telll)erature 
readin(JI of -29•c at Gander and -25• C at Stephenville, were net 
110nthly mininl.Jm tenperature recorch. 

' 
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DEPTH . OF SNOW 
ON GROUND (cm) 

AT 12 GMT 

MARCH 10, 1986 
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TEMPERATURE ANOMALY 
FORECAST FROM 

MARCH 12 TO 26, 1986 

T...,.ntun MWly rol'ecat 
This forecast is prepara:t by searching 
historical weather naps to find cases 
similar to the present. The historical 
outcome during the 15 days subsequent to 
the choeen analog.Jes is assuned to be a 
forecast for the next 15 days from nOil. 
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CU.tic PuapectiWN is a weekly 
bilingual publication of the 
Canadian Clime te Centre, Atmospheric 
Envi ronnent ~rvi ce, 4905 ~ f fer in 
St. , DCMnsvi ew, Ont. Canada HJH 5T4. 
Phane (416)"7-4906/•m. 

The purpose of the plblication 
is to nake topical information 
available to the plblic concernirg 
the Canadian Climate and its socio­
economic iq:, act. 

Unsolicited articles are wel­
cone but shruld be at maxinum abwt 
1500 worde in length. They will be 
slt>ject to editorial change wi thwt 
notice d.Je to plb lishing time coo­
straints. Black and white photo­
graphs can be use~ but not coloor. 
The contents may be reprinted f ree:J>' 
with proper credit. 

The data shClrfn in this publica­
tion are based on unverified reports 
from approximate:!>' 225 Canadian 
synoptic weather stations. Informa­
tion concerning climatic iq>acts is 
gathered from AES contacts with the 
plt>lic and from the media. Articles 
do not necessarily reflect the vi ewe 
of the Atmospheric Envirorment Ser­
vice. 

Annual w.crwone 
Weekly issue including 

monthly supplements $3 5. 00 
Monthly issue only: $10. 00 -

Sulaee.rlptiGn enqulrlea1 Supply and 
Senicea Canada, Publlaldng Centre, 
ottawa, Ontario, Canada, KlA 059. 
Phane (6ll)9M-1495 
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50 KPa ATll>SPIDIC CIIEl•...ATDII 
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50 - l<PA HEIGHT ANOMALY 
5-DAYMEAN 

02.03.81 TO 01.03.81 
CONTOUR INltRVAL. 5 (DAM) 

t£AN 50 KPa HEIGHT ANCJ,tAL Y (dam) 
March 2 to March 6, 1986 
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STORM TRACKS 
POSITION OF STORM 

AT 12 GMT 

MARCH 4 -TO 10, 1986 
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CIRCULATION 

50 - l<PA HEIGHTS 
5 -DAY MEAN 

02.03.86 TO 06.03.86 
CONTOUR INltRVAL 5 (DAM) 

to'• 

HEAN 50 KPa HEIGHTS (dam) 
March 2 to March 6, 1986 
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ALABAMA - AL 
ARKANSAS - AA 
CONNECTICUT - CO 
DELAWARE - DE 
,LORIDA - ,L 
GEORGIA GA 
ILLIHOIS - IL 
INDIANA IN 
IOWA - IA 
KANSAS - KA 
KENTUCKY - KY 
LOUISIANA - LA 
MAINE - ME 
MANITOBA MT 
MARYLAND MD 
MASSACHUSETTS - MA . 
MICHIGAN - Ml 
MINNESOTA - MN 
MISSISSIPPI - MS 
MISSOURI - MO 
NEBRASKA NE 
NEW BRUNSWICK - NB 
NEWFOUNDLAND - NF 
NEW HAMPSHIRE - NH 
NEW JERSEY - NJ 
NEW YORK - NY 
NORTH CAROLINA NC 
NORTH DAKOTA - ND 
NOVA SCOTIA NS 
OHIO - OH 
OKLAHOMA - OK 
ONTARIO - ON 
P!HNIYLVANIA - PA 
PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND- PE 
0UtlEC - OU 
RHODE IILAND - Al 
IOUTH CAROLINA - IC 
SOUTH DAKOTA - ID 
TEHNHHE - TN 
TEXA.I - TX 
VERMONT - VT 
VIRGINIA - VA 
WEIT VIRGINIA - WV 
WISCONSIN - WI 

SITE DAY 

LGl'9f00da 3 
5 
6 

Donel 3 
4 
6 
8 

Chalk RlYer 3 
4 
6 

Sutton 2 
4 
7 

Mant..rllftCY 4 
7 

KejlalcuJllc 6 
7 
8 

e 
- - -------·- . ----

V: . 
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MT / 

I 
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pH 

J.6 
4.2 
4.0 

4.1 
4.1 
4.2 
4.5 

4.3 
4.0 
4.4 

4.2 
3.7 
5.0 

4.0 
4.7 

4.9 
4.7 
4.8 

ON 

3(s) 
15(s) 
7(s) 

l(s) 
l(s) 
9(s) 

12(s) 

l(s) 
2(s) 
7(s) 

l(a) 
J(a) 
7(a) 

2(a) 
lO(a) 

18(s) 
4(s) 
l(s) 

0 

MARCH 2 TO IIAIICH 6, 1'16 

ACID RAIi REPaJ 

The reference map (left) sha,s 
the locations of a~ling sites 
where the acidity of precipitation 
1 s monitored Al 1 are operated by 
Environnent Canada except Dorset 
whidl is a reeeardl station operated 
by the Oltario · Hinietl'Y of the 
Envi ronnent. The map also aha, a the 
approximate areas (shaded) where 
S~ and NOx emissiore are great­
est. The table bela, gives the week­
ly rep>rt sunmrizing the acidity 
(or pH) of the rain or sna, that 
fell at the collection sites and a 
description of the path travelled by 
the moisture laden air. Environnen­
tal damage to lakes and streans is 
usuall>' observed in sensitive areas 
reg.alarly receiving precipitation 
with ?-I lees than 4. 7, while pi 
reading1 leaa than 4. 0 are seriaJS• 
For more infornation concerning the 
acid rain report, aee Cli111&tic Per­
spectives, Vol.. 5 No. 50 P• 6. 

AIR PATH TO SITE 

Illinois, Indiana, Ohio 
Kentucky, Indiana, Olio 
Indiana, Cilia, Southern Ontario 

Michigan, Southern Ontario 
Northern O...tario, Cl!ntral O...tario 
Cilia, Southern Ontario, Central Ontario 
Northern Oitario, Ml.chigan, Soutt-ern Oitario 

c.entral Ontario 
Central O,tario 
Southern Ontario 

c.entral Ontario, Southern Quebec 
New York 
Central (lJebec, Southern (lJebec 

Central Ontario, Central (lJebec 
Northern Quebec 

Atlantic Ocean 
Atlantic Ocean 
Northern (lJebec, New Brunswi d< 

r = rain (mm), a = snow (cm), m = mixed rain and snow (mm)• 
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STATISTICS 

TBYPERATURE. PRECIPITATION AND MAXDlUM 1fIND DATA FOR THE IIKt,K ENDING 0600 GMT MARCH 11,1986 

STATION TKUPERATURE PRECIP. WIND MX STATION TEMPERATURE PRECIP. 1'1ND MX 

AV IDP IMXIMN TPISOG omlSPD AV IDP IMXIMN TPISOG DIR! SPD 
BRmSH COWllBIA THE PAS -15P * -4P -26P 11 23 100 54 
CAPE ST .JAMES 7 2 6 5 35 0 120 106 THOMPSON -20 -4 -6 -33 5 28 34() 56 
CRANBROOK 4 5 14 -4 5 0 170 39 WINNPEG INT'L -13 -1 -4 -Tl 10 11 160 52 
FORT NELSON -13 -1 3 -Tl 10 39 360 50 ONTARIO 
FORT ST.JOHN -7 2 9 -18 f7 8 240 fil ATIKOKAN -11 0 1 -32 12 72 330 50 
KAMLOOPS 6 5 16 -3 0 0 220 44 BIG "TROVT LAKE -21 * -7 -34 6 45 340 69 
PENTlCTON 6 4 14 -4 3 0 24-0 46 GORE BAY -9 -2 2 -23 41 32 290 78 
PORTHAROY 7P 4P 12P 2P 38 0 t20 63 KAPUSKASING -16 -4 -4 -29 6 65 330 74 
PRINCE GEORGE OP * 9P -BP 30 1 030 44 KENORA -12 -2 0 -28 14 56 330 48 
PRINCE RUPERT 7 4 10 3 55 0 160 65 KINGSTON -5P -2P 1P -toP 4P 0 X 
f£VELS10t([ 3 3 11 -2 29 57 * LONDON -4 -2 10 -fl 24 12 320 70 
SMffiiERS 1 4 9 -5 fl 0 * MOOSOtEE -21 -6 -8 -34 1 131 340 51 
VANCOUVER INT'L 8 4 14 2 21 0 230 46 NORTH BAY -11 -3 0 -25 41 61 340 56 
VICTORIA INTI... 7P 3P t2P 3P 7 0 060 35 OTTAWA IITTL -8 -3 4 -22 38 41 X 
WILLIAMS LAKE 2 * 10 -4 2 0 X Pf.TAWAWA -9 -4 2 -24 35 38 X 
YUKON TERRITORY PICKl£ LAKE -16 -2 -2 -31 3 66 330 65 
DAWSON -23P * -BP -38P 1 44 * RED LAKE -15 -3 0 -31 14 'S7 320 63 
MAYO -19 -4 -6 -JI 3 36 X SlOBURY' -11 -3 0 -24 47 4/ X 
SHINGLE POINT A -25P 1P -14P -41P 0 56 320 81 THUNDER BAY -11 -1 1 -25 11 68 330 67 
WATSON LAKE -14 1 -1 -23 18 45 280 67 TIMMINS -15 -4 0 -Tl 14 59 330 56 
WHITEHORSE -15 -4 2 -n 14 45 * TORONTO INT'L -5 -2 9 -20 21 8 280 67 
NORTHDSf TERRITORID, TRENTON -6 -3 8 -20 35 35 X 
ALERT -41 -7 -34 -45 2 20 * WIARTON -7 -2 10 -24 46 27 X 
BAKER LAKE -29P 1P -18P -37P 1 34 330 111 WINDSOR -2 -1 13 -16 23 0 290 61 
CAMBRIDGE BAY -30 3 -23 -39 3 20 330 78 QUEBEC 
CAPE OYER -25P OP -15P -31P 1 131 300 100 BAGOTVILLE -15 -6 1 -25 21 35 7:10 65 
Q..YOE -32 -4 -17 -45 1 33 290 44 BLANC SABLON -16P * -3P -33P 43 26 X 
COF>m™INE -28 * -20 -38 5 20 300 74 NUKJUAK -26 -4 -t2 -38 3 25 300 52 
CORAL HARBOUR -30P -JP -17P -42P 7 36 X KUUJJUAQ -Tl -8 -8 -40 1 85 280 70 
EUJE<A -44P -4P -34 -50P 1 20 320 41 l<UUJJUARAPIK -26 -6 -8 -41 3 49 130 52 
FORT SMfTH -16 1 -6 -34 3 41 X MANIWAKI -9 -2 3 -27 40 42 320 46 
FROBISt£R BAY -11 -3 -12 -38 2 18 320 T2 MONT JOU -11 -4 1 -20 18 23 060 70 
HALL BEACH -35 -3 -20 -48 2 28 300 80 MONTREAL INT1L -8 -3 4 -22 30 fl 260 65 
INlMK -28 -2 -19 -40 2 38 X NATASHQUAN -15 -7 0 -29 8 29 330 63 
MOULD BAY -34 1 -16 -42 2 30 X QUEBEC -11 -5 2 -22 39 85 080 65 
NORMAN WELLS -24 -2 -!> -35 3 19 X SCHEFFERVILLE -24P -7P -8P -38P 3P 40 320 52 
IBOLVTE -'$1 -3 -:;M. -41 2 31 330 80 SEPT-ILES -15 -7 -1 -31 5 28 340 67 
SACHS HARBOUR -32 -2 -24 -40 2 11 X SHERBROOKE -9 -3 5 -22 24 44 280 52 
YELLOWKNIFE -23P -2P -14P -35P 5 44 320 70 VAL D'OR -15 -5 1 -30 29 70 34-0 72 
ALBERTA NEW BRUNSWICK 
CAI..GARYINT1L 0 6 12 -12 3 0 330 85 CHARLO -11 -4 1 -24 20 28 300 59 
COLD LAKE -8 2 5 -21 13 ,o 090 46 CHATHAM -9 -4 6 -20 n Z2 070 65 
CORONATION --4 6 8 -16 9 4 310 67 FREOERIClUN -BP -4P 7P -19P 39 26 300 59 
EDMONTON NAMAO -5 3 9 -15 15 12 34-0 52 MONCTON -8 -4 6 -19 35 28 04-0 74 
FORT MCMURRAY -9 3 6 -26 5 8 X SAINT JOHN -8 -4 4 -21 30 39 320 56 
HGi LEVEL -flP -JP -3P -34P 5 38 330 46 NOVA SCOTIA 
~~ 0 4 9 -12 11 0 X GREENWOOD -6 -4 5 -15 29 46 290 76 
l..rniBRIDGE 3 8 12 -8 1 0 250 89 SHEARWATER -5P -4P 3P -15P 14 23 220 107 
MEDIONEHAT 3 B 12 -12 2 0 050 56 SYDNEY -9 -5 3 -20 29 89 210 96 
PEACE RIVER -7P 4P 7P -18P 3 11 010 74 YARMOUTH -4P -JP SP -13P 28 14 250 89 
SASKATCHEYAN PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND 
CRE£ LAKE -17 0 -5 -31 3 30 320 63 CHARLO I IE I OWN -9P -4P 3P -20P 22 28 050 56 
ESTEVAN -2 7 9 -14 1 0 310 6.5 Sl..MMERSIDE -7 -3 4 -18 26 40 050 ff/ 
LA RON~ -15 -1 -4 -1] 8 19 310 57 NEWFOUNDLAND 
rEGNA -4P 7P 5 -17P 1 0 350 61 CARTWRIGl-ff -15 -5 -1 -30 18 115 34() 69 
SASKATOON -8 4 3 -20 2 0 010 54 CHUROilll FALLS -23 -9 -7 -36 5 80 300 61 
SWIFT CURRENT OP 10P 6P -7P OP 1 X GANDER NTl -9 -5 3 -29 12 29 190 83 
YORKTON -t2 1 3 -1] 11 19 320 57 GOOSE -18 -8 0 -34 12 45 280 59 
IL\NITOBA PORT-AUX-BASQUES -BP -SP 1P -24P 13 31 300 102 
BRANDON -12 0 1 -29 11 16 320 67 ST JOHN'S -7P -4P 2P -24P 28 5 TIO 85 
~ILL -14- -2 -14 -34 9 22 310 85 STLAW~CE -6 -4 3 -21 * 26 X 
L~LAKE -20 -3 -10 -30 * 18 320 56 WABUSH LAKE -23 -7 -6 -36 1 64 34-0 52 

AV = weekly mean temperature in degree C DIR = direction of maximum wnd speed (deg. from true north) 
MX = weekly extreme maxin,um temperature in degree C SPD = maxmum whd speed in km/hour 
MN = weekly extreme minmum temperature in degree C 
TP = we~ total precipitation in mm X = not observed 
OP = departure of mean temperature from normal in degree C P = value based on less than 7 days 
SOG = snow depth on ground in OT\ lost day of the period *=missing 


