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This past week weather systems deposited sncw in two distinctly separate areas of the Prairies, as 
evidenced by this NOAA 6 photo of April 14, 1986. The edge of the sncwfall areas or sncw lines (A, B) 
are very well defined in the agricultural districts of the south, because of the lad< of heavy vegeta­
tion obscuring the gra.md. This is not the case in the more heavily treed areas of central Alberta and 
Saskatchewan (c), even though the snow cover is sig-iificantly more sLDStantia 1. 

• Winter weather returns 
- damaging winter storm crosses Atlantic Canada 

- record subfreezing temperatures envelop the West 

Canada 
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DEPARTURE FROM NORMAL 
OF 

MEAN TEMPERATURE 
(OC) 

APRIL 8 TO 14,1986 

WEEKLY TEMPERATURE EXTREME (C) 

MAXIMUM MINIMUM 

BRITISH COLUMBIA 
YUION TERRITORY 
NORTHWEST TERRITORIES 
ALBERTA 

KAMLOOPS 23 
WHITEHORSE 3 
FORT SMITH 14 

CALGARY INT'L 25 
RED DEER 

ELBOW 25 
MOOSE JAW 

SASKATCHEWAN 

MANITOBA 
ONTARIO 
QUEBEC 

PORTAGE LA PRAIRIE 22 

NEW BRUNSWICK 
NOVA SCOTIA 

KENORA 18 
MONTREAL INT'L 14 

FREDERICTON 14 
TRURO 15 

PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND 
NEWFOUNDLAND 

CHARLOTTETOWN 14 
ARGENTIA 15 

ACROSS THE NATION 

WARMEST MEAN TEMPERATURE 
COOLEST MEAN TEMPERATURE 

9 
-31 

FORT NELSON 
OGILVIE 

MOULD BAY 
COLD LAKE 

COLLINS BAY 
LA RONGE 

LYNN LAKE 
WINISK 

INUKJUAK 

CHATHAM 
SYDNEY 

CHARLOTTETOWN 
CARTWRIGHT 

LYTTON 
EUREKA 

-25 
-40 
-42 
-20 

-23 

-25 
-13 
-11 

-4 
-4 
-4 
-15 

BC 
NWT 

ACllOSS TIE COIIIIIY ••• 

A very cold Arctic airnass 
firmly established itself over 
northwestern Canada, dropping tem­
peratures to record lo, values. 
Nearly every location in the Yukon 
and Mad<enzie District set nei, daily 
lo, tenperature recorcs. Whitehorse 
established a new monthly mininum 
tenperature record of -29.4•c on 
April 10. Blizzard3 were common - in 
the Northwest Territories and the 
Arctic, while freezing rain was 
reported in the Keei,atin District. 
Sno,falls were slbstantial on Baffin 
Island, but elsewhere across the 
north sno,falls were li(jlt. 

Britiah Col ... ia 

Weather conditions varied 
across the province. A record cold 
Arctic outbreak affected the north 
wring the middle of the week, with 
blo,ing sno, and lo, wind chills. On 
April 11, most of the south ~s 
drenched by heavy rains, with 
amounts ranging between 20 and 40 
millimetres. .-eavy sno, fell above 
the 1000 metre level in the moun­
tains the sane day. Sunniest areas 
were to the extreme north and the 
southern valleys, where fruit trees 
are still in bloom. 

Prairie Provincea 

The week began mild and sunny. 
In Alberta on April 8, maxilll.lm t~ 
peratures climbed to the record 
twenties, which grad.Jally progressed 
easbtard3 into Manitoba. A sharp 
cold front moved across the Prairies 
after mid-week. Temperatures dropped 
dranatical~, and between April 10 
and 12 nBny new daily l<>t tenpera­
ture record3 were set. The weather 
systan d.Jmped up to 15 cm of new 
sno, in the Peace River District and 
the Swan Hills of central Alberta. 
Another developing disturbance 
moving across the northern States 
brought more snow to southern 
Alberta on April 10, ~ich spread 
northeasbtard3 into Manitoba by · the 
weekend. Amounts ranged from just a 
few centimetres in agrirul tural dis­
tricts to more than JO cm in north­
ern Hlni tob a. 

" 



d 
d 

~ 
8 

d 
0 

r 

-d 

is 
n ,~ 
ie 

8 

1• ,. 

Ontario 

A ala,, movi ng weather system 
gave wi nte r-like weather conditions 
to mos t of aru thern and central 
Ontario, with raw northerly winci3, 
overcas t skies and snc:w. In the 
northwes t, a ridge of hi<_jl pre0sure 
ga ve pr e dominantly sunny, d r y 
wee the r, which eventual:1¥ mede i ta 
way eas tward across the province. 
Sn0t Flurries occurred frequently 
to the lee of the Great Lakes. On 
April 11, most of southern Ontario 
woke up to a fresh dusting of snc:w, 
while sorre snc:w belt comnuni ties 
r ece ived up to 15 cm of the white 
stuff. The weekend sew nuch im­
proved conditions in the sruth, 
while clrud from another distur­
bance advanced into the northwest. 

Winter returned with a ven­
gence as a large, conp lex sl c:w 
moving l<M pressure system pla<JJed 
the province for most of the week. 
Heavy sno,,falls were reported along 
the l<Mer St. Lawrence Valley, the 
north shore and on the Gasp~. 
Amounts ranged between 55 and 60 
centimetres. Gasp~ received 136. 6 
mm of precipitation this wee<. 
Significant amounts of sno, also 
fell in northern and eastern 
Quebec. Winci3 at Sept-Iles were 
clocked (JJS ting to 124 IGn/h on 
April 10, setting a wind speed 
r ecord. Many roofs and rutdoor 
structures were damaged, and tree 
branches brd<en. 

Atlantic 

A conplex lc:w pressure system 
gave most cloudy and very wet 
weather conditions. A number of 
locations received more than two­
thirci3 their normal monthly pre­
cipi tation. Charla, with 84 mm this 
week alone, has alrea(¥ exceeded 
their nornal precipi tation total 
for the month. Sn<M covered north­
ern New Brunswid<. Olar lo was 
buried under 75 cm of snc:w this 
we ek, more than drub le their April 
normal. The stormiest weather 
occurred on April 10, consisting of 
rain, freezing rain, sno, and 
thunderstorm. Wind3 at Sydney were 
reported C}Jsting to 115 1<m.A,. The 
storm caused flooding, po.,er out 
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TOTAL PRECI PITATION 
(mm) 

APRIL 8 TO 14,1986 

HEAVIEST WEEKLY PRECIPITATION (mm) 

BRITISH COLUMBIA 
YUKON TERRITORY 
NORTHWEST TERRITORIES 
ALBERTA 

SASKATCHEWAN 
MANITOBA 
ONTARIO 
QUEBEC 

NEW BRUNSWICK 
NOVA SCOTIA 
PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND 
NEWFOUNDLAND 

ages, toppled trees and dc:wned 
p<Mer and telephone lines, parti­
cularly in the Cape Breton area. 
P<Mer was out most of the day in 
sorre areas, and many rural school 
we re closed. 

Newfoundland 

MCINNES ISLAND 50 
MAYO 2 

ROBERTSON LAKE 20 
EDSON 21 

BROADVIEW 18 
LYNN LAKE 34 
MOOSONEE 31 

GASPE 138 

CHARLO 89 
SYDNEY 81 

SUMMER SIDE 60 
BURGEO 83 

closed and p<Mer lines were d<Mn in 
the Port aux Basques area. Wind3 
were frequently g.Jsting to near 
10(\,'hr. At Burgeo, speeci3 reached 
119 IGnftl, and there was a report of 
a truck being blc:wn over. Heavy 
rains inundated the Avalon 
Peninsula, causing flooding and 
washruts. Gander and St. John's 

Typical spring weather, with received more than 70 mm of rain. 
strong easterly winci3, affected ~proximately 40 cm of fresh snc:w 
the Island. An intensifying storm, fell in Labrador. As the storm 
crossing the Haritimes on April 10, moved off, sunny and mild weather 
gave copious amounts of rain and returned to western Newfoundland 
freezing rain to the sruthwest over the weekend, but the east 
portion of the Island. Schools were remained primari ly f ogbrund. 
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DEPTH OF SNOW 
ON GROUND {cm) 

AT 12 GMT 

APRIL 14,1986 

TEMPERATURE ANOMALY 
FORECAST FROM 

APRIL 16 TO 30,1986 

Temperature Anwly forecaat 

++ aJch abowe noral 
+ above noraal 
N nonal 

bel.Glf nonal 
aJch below nonal 

This forecast is prepared by searching 
historical weather maps to find cases 
similar to the present. The historical 
outcone during the 15 days stbsequent to 
the chosen analogJes is assuned to be a 
forecast for the next 15 days from no,. 
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Atl.: F.Ami.rault; ~e.: J.tt.ron 
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ISSN 022.S-5707 ta: 551.506.1(71) 

Clillatic Pe:1apectiwes is a weekly 
biling..1al publication of the 
Canadian Climate Centre, Atmospheric 
En vi rorment Service, 4905 IAJ ff erin 
St., Downsview, Ont. Canada M3H 5T4. 
Phane (416)667-4906/47ll. 

The purpose of the publication 
is to 1TBke t~ical infornetion 
available to the public concerning 
the Canadian Climate and its socio­
economic irrpact. 

Unsolicited articles are wel­
cone but shruld be at maxinum abrut 
1500 word:l in lel'YJth. They will be 
subject to editorial change withrut 
notice due to publishing time co~ 
straints. Blad< and · white photo­
graphs can be used. but not colrur. 
The contents may be reprinted freely 
with pr~er credit. 

The data sho,n in this publica­
t ion are based on unverified reports 
from approximately 225 r.anadian 
syn~tic weather stations. lnforne­
t ion concerning climatic irrpacts is 
gathered from AES contacts with the 
public and from the media. Articles 
do not necess arily reflect the views 
of the Atmospheric Environnent Ser­
vice. 

Annual SubllcripUona 
Weekly issue including 

monthly supplement: $35. 00 
t-bnthly issue only: $10. 00 

Subecrlpti ... enquiriea1 Supply and 
Senicea Canech, Publlahing Centre, 
Ottara, Ontario, Canada, KIA 059. 
Phone (61')994-1495 
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50 - KPA HEIGHT ANOMALY 
5 - DAY MEAN 

06.CM.86 TO 10.CM.86 
CONTOUR INltRVAL 5 (DAM) 

MEAN 50 KPa HEIGHT ANCJ.1ALY (dam) 
l'pril 6 to April 10, 1986 
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STORM TRACKS 
POSITION OF STORM 

AT 12 GMT 

APRIL 8 TO 14,1986 
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CIRCULATION 

50 - KPA HDGHTS 
5 -DAY MtAN 

06.CM.86 TO 10.04'.86 
CONTOUR INTERVAL 5 (DAM) 

MEAN 50 KPa HEIGHTS (dam) 
l'pril 6 to April 10, 1986 
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ALABAMA AL 
ARKANSAS AR 
CONNECTICUT CO 
DELAWARE DE 
FLORIDA FL 
GEORGIA GA 
ILLINOIS IL 
INDIANA IN 
IOWA IA 
KANSAS KA 
KENTUCKY KY 
LOUISIANA LA 
MA~E ME 
MANITOBA MT 
MARYLAND MD 
MASSACHUSETTS MA 
MICHIGAN Ml 
MINNESOTA MN 
MISSISSIPPI MS 
MISSOURI MO 
NEBRASKA NE 
NEW BRUNSWICK NB 
NEWFOUNDLAND NF 
NEW HAMPSHIRE NH 
NEW JERSEY NJ 
NEW YORK NY 
NORTH CAROLINA NC 
NORTH DAKOTA ND 
NOVA SCOTIA NS 
OH~ OH 
OKLAHOMA OK 
ONTARIO ON 
PENNSYLVANIA PA 
PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND- PE 
QU£BEC OU 
RHODE ISLAND RI 
SOUTH CAROLINA SC 
SOUTH DAKOTA SD 
TENNESSEE TN 
TEXAS TX 
VERMONT VT 
VIRGINIA VA 
WEST VIRGINIA WV 
WISCONSIN WI 

/ 
MT / 

/ 
( 

) i 
I 
J) 

TX 
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DATA NOT AYAILABlE THIS WIK 

ACID RAIi REPGIT 

The reference map (left) sho,s 
the locfi:ions of sawpling sites 
where the acidity of precipitation 
is monitoreci All are operated by 
Envirormant Canada except Dorset 
which is a research station operated 
by the O,tario Ministry of the 
Envirormant. The 'map also sho,s the 
approximate areas (shaded) where 
SO,z and ND,c emissiore are great­
est. The table belo, gives the w.eek­
ly reJD rt sun111Brizing the acidity 
(or ~) of the rain or sno, that 
fell at the collection sites and a 
description of the path travelled by 
the moisture laden air. Envirorman­
tal damage to lakes and streans is 
usual]¥ observed in sensitive areas 
reg.Jlarly rece1v1ng precipitation 
with ~ less than 4. 7, while ~ 
reading:1 less than 4. 0 are serirus. 
for more infornetion concerning the 
acid rain report, see Climatic Per­
spectives, Vol. 5 No. 50 P• 6. 
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TIKPERATURE. PRECIPITATION AND MAXIMUM WIND DATA FOR THE WEEK ENDING 0600 GMT APRIL 15,1986 

STATION TEMPERATURE PRECIP. WIND MX STATION TEMPERATURE PRECIP. WIND MX 
~ AV I DP I KX I MN TPISOG DIRI SPD AV l DP I MX I MN TPISOG DIRI SPD 
y I 

it 
BRffiSH COWMBIA Tl-IE PAS -6 lk 19 -20 10 10 040 52 
CAPE ST.JAMES 5 -1 11 1 35 0 330 106 THOMPSON -6 -4 16 -16 27 25 040 59 

d 
e 

CRANBROOK 5 -1 Zl -11 6 0 290 50 WINNPEG INT'L 2 -1 21 -10 4 1 310 54 
FORT NELSON -11 -12 4 -25 4 a 360 35 ONTARIO 

e 
e 

FORT ST.JOHN -5 -7 15 -19 2 0 250 78 AllK0KAN 4 2 15 -7 0 0 090 50 
KAMLOOPS 8 -1 23 0 8 0 TIO 48 BIG TROVf LAKE -3 * 6 -12 1 4 340 48 
PENTICTON 8 0 23 0 10 0 020 43 GORE BAY 3 1 14 -4 4 0 290 48 
PORT HARDY 6 0 t2 1 n 0 330 46 KAPUSKASING -1 1 8 -6 19 4 320 78 
PRINCE GEORGE 1 * 14 -8 1 0 TIO 48 KEN0RA 5 4 18 -5 0 0 360 46 
PRINCE RUPERT 4 -1 11 - 1 19 0 160 65 KINGSTON 3P -1P 10P -3P 3 0 X 
REVEL.STOKE 7 2 20 -1 5 0 350 57 LONDON 3 -2 15 -3 6 0 290 59 
SMITHERS 1 -2 11 -5 1 0 160 46 MOOSONEE -1 3 7 -7 31 20 350 57 
VANCOUVER INT'L 8 0 15 3 34 0 TIO 50 NORTH BAY 1 -1 11 -5 13 0 350 41 
VICTORIA INTl 7 -1 16 1 11 0 )IC OTTAWA INT1L 4 0 14 -1 11 0 X 

s I 

WILLIAMS LAKE 1 * 17 -1 2 0 X Pf.TAWAWA 3 2 14 -5 15 0 X 
YUKON TERRITORY PICKL£ LAKE 1 3 11 -8 0 9 330 43 
DAWSON -14 * 1 -29 1 31 080 35 RED LAKE 4 3 16 -6 0 0 340 48 
MAYO -t2 -11 2 -25 2 28 X SUDBURY 1P 1P 12P -4P 5 0 X 
SHINGLE POINT A -21 -2 -8 -38 0 50 * THUNDER BAY 4 3 14 -3 0 0 330 56 
WATSON LAKE -t2 -10 2 -28 1 3B 250 46 TIMMINS -1 0 8 -7 28 26 340 48 
WHITEHORSE -14 -13 3 -29 0 37 180 39 ffiRONTO INT'l 3 -1 13 -2 2 0 290 54 
NOR'l'ffWC)i TERRITORIES TRENTON 4 -1 13 -2 3 0 X 
ALERT -30 -3 -24 -38 2P 22 350 46 WIART0N 2P -1P 13 -3P 13 0 X 
BAKER LAKE -19P OP -8P -2BP 4 40 300 96 WINDSOR 6 -1 17 -2 11 0 110 56 
CAMBRIDGE BAY -24 0 -16 -31 7 27 020 102 QUEBEC 
CAPE DYER -11P 6P 1P -24P 10P 133 330 41 BAG0TVILLE 2 1 7 -3 27 0 090 59 
Q.YDE -17 2 -4 -Tl 4 38 230 83 BLANC SABLON OP * 6P -10P 37 0 X 
COPF£RMINE -23 * -14 -30 t2 42 350 69 NUKJUAK -5 8 1 -11 3 25 050 48 
CORAL HARBOUR -14 3 -6 -28 2 30 X KUUJJUAQ -1 11 10 -8 3 66 070 48 
EUREKA -31 -1 -]2 -40 3 22 290 61 KUUJJUARAPIK -1 8 8 -9 11 36 030 61 
FORT SMITH -10 -7 14 -23 0 14 X MANIWAKI 3 2 13 -4 19 0 320 35 
FR081St£R BAY -4 12 2 -11 9 13 140 39 MONT JOU 1 1 6 -2 52 2 170 61 
HALL BEACH -18 4 -5 -30 9 0 170 59 MONTREAL INT'L 5 1 14 -2 19 0 240 54 
INLMK -20 -4 -5 -40 0 38 X NATASHQUAN 1 2 8 -7 36 14 090 106 
MOULD BAY -25 0 -14 -42 1 31 X QUEBEC 3 1 8 0 46 14 090 57 
NORMAN WELLS -VP -SP -3P -32P 1 24 X SCHEFFERVILLE -1 8 5 -7 13 45 070 65 
RESOLVfE -26 0 -18 -35 1 34 030 89 SEPT-ILES 0 1 5 -5 97 33 080 83 
SACHS HARBOUR -26P -SP -11P -38P 0 11 X SHERBROOKE 4 2 12 -2 26 0 220 33 
YEU.OWKNIFE -16 -8 -2 -28 5 31 280 61 VAL D'OR 0 1 5 -4 32 10 310 52 
ALBERTA NEW BRUNSWICK 
CALGARYINrL -1 -4 25 -13 6 3 360 57 CHARL0 0 1 8 -3 89 39 090 54 
COLD LAKE -4 -6 20 -20 14 13 160 56 CHATHAM 2 0 13 -4 75 0 050 48 
CORONATION -1 -4 Zl -14 1 0 190 65 FREDERICTON 3 1 14 - 3 63 0 Zl.0 Tl 
EDMONTON NAMAO -2 -6 23 -15 8 6 330 63 M0NCTON 4 2 14 -3 62 0 230 56 
FORT MCMURRAY -2P -4P 22P -16P 0 0 X SAINT JOHN 3P 1P 9P -2P 52P 0 100 48 
HIGi LEVEL -8 -10 9 -19 2 1 320 48 NOVA SCOTIA 
JA.S~ 0 -3 19 -11 2 0 X GREENWOOD 4 1 14 -3 54 0 230 50 
LETHBRIDGE 1 -4 23 -12 1 2 190 67 SHEARWATER 4 1 11 -1 80 0 100 54 
MEDIONEHAT 2 -4 23 - 12 3 0 180 65 SYDNEY 2 1 11 -4 81 0 100 61 
PUCE RIVER -4 -5 19 -14 13 8 260 57 YARMOUTH 5 1 11 -1 40 0 120 37 
SASKATCHElrAN PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND 
CREE LAKE -9 -8 13 -20 2 5 180 52 CHARLOTTETOWN 3 2 14 -4 39 0 110 61 
ESTEVAN 1 -3 ]2 -13 11 11 330 59 SUMMERSIDE 3 2 13 -4 60 4 200 76 
LA RON~ -6 -8 16 -23 4 3 030 44 NEWFOUNDLAND 
REGINA 0 -3 24 -11 5 6 ~ 57 CARTWRIGHT 0 3 10 -15 4 75 120 46 
SASKATOON -1 -4 21 -14 0 0 020 46 CHURCHILL FALLS 1 9 8 -7 6 44 070 70 
SWIFT CURRENT -3P -7P 13P -14P 0 0 X GANDER INTl 2P 1P 11P -6P 78 0 120 57 
Y0Rl\'TON -1 -3 -n. -16 16 12 170 44 GOOSE 1 4 10 -9 30 10 040 so 
MANITOBA PORT-AUX-BASQUES I 1 7 -6 47 0 090 111 
BRANDON 0 -2 21 -12 12 3 34() 50 ST JOHN'S 2 1 12 -5 75 0 130 74 
OiURCHILL -11 0 9 -18 9 25 010 50 ST LAWRENCE 1 1 5 

_, 
I 74 0 X 

LYNN LAKE -9 -8 10 -25 34 46 040 56 WABUSH LAKE 0 7 7 -8 44 90 160 56 

AV = weekly mean temperature in deQree C DIR = direction of maximum wnd speed (deg. from true north) 
MX = weekly extreme mmon,um temperature in degree C SPD = maxmum wnd speed in km/hour 
MN= weekly extreme minmum temperature in degree C 
TP = weekly total precipitation in mm X = not observed 
DP = departure of mean temperature from normal in degree C P = value based on less then 7 days 
SOG = snow depth on grourd in OT\ lost day of the period *=missing 


