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OVERVIEW 

Since the beginning of 2016, employment in Quebec has been showing some stability, and the data for July 
followed this trend. According to the latest estimates of Statistics Canada’s Labour Force Survey (LFS), 
employment declined marginally by 0.1% (or -4,000 jobs) between June and July 2016. With 4,106,800 jobs, 
employment levels are practically the same as in January 2016 (4,106,400 jobs).  Job losses were observed 
primarily among self-employed workers and public sector employees, whereas the number of private sector 
workers increased. The growth in part-time employment (+15,400 jobs) were completely wiped out by the 
decline in full-time employment (-19,500 jobs). In addition, full-time employment fell for a second month in a 
row, following a growth period early in the year. Canada also saw a decline in employment (-31,200 jobs or -
0.2%) between June and July 2016. New Brunswick (+1.4%) and British Columbia (+0.5%) were the only 
Canadian provinces posting employment gains. 

Quebec Monthly Labour Force Statistics 

Seasonally Adjusted 
Monthly Data July 2016 June 2016 July 2015 

Monthly Variation Yearly Variation 

Number % Number % 

Population 15 + ('000) 6,892.2 6,886.1 6,845.1 6.1 0.1 47.1 0.7 
Labour Force ('000) 4,417.7 4,418.5 4,437.6 -0.8 0.0 -19.9 -0.4 
Employment ('000) 4,106.8 4,110.8 4,096.8 -4.0 -0.1 10.0 0.2 
   Full-Time ('000) 3,318.0 3,337.5 3,297.7 -19.5 -0.6 20.3 0.6 
   Part-Time ('000) 788.7 773.3 799.1 15.4 2.0 -10.4 -1.3 
Unemployment ('000) 310.9 307.7 340.8 3.2 1.0 -29.9 -8.8 
Unemployment Rate (%) 7.0 7.0 7.7 0.0 - -0.7 - 
Participation Rate (%) 64.1 64.2 64.8 -0.1 - -0.7 - 
Employment Rate (%) 59.6 59.7 59.9 -0.1 - -0.3 - 
Note: Totals may not add due to rounding 

      Source: Statistics Canada Labour Force Survey – CANSIM Table 282-0087 
     

 

This Labour Market Bulletin provides an analysis of Labour Force Survey results for the province of Quebec and its regions. 
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Quebec Monthly Employment and Unemployment Rate 

 

On a yearly basis, the number of jobs in Quebec increased by 10,000 since July 2015, amounting to a growth of 
0.2% which came exclusively from full-time employment (+20,300 jobs or +0.6%). It is worth noting that the 
group of women aged 55 and over has the best record in terms of employment since July 2015 (+27,500 jobs 
or +8.3%), whereas young people (ages 15 to 24) saw their employment levels decline (-34,500 jobs or -6.1%). 
 
Since the changes in employment and the labour force were not significant, the unemployment rate (7.0%) did 
not budge since June 2016, whereas the participation rate and employment rate lost one tenth of a percentage 
point, to stand at 64.1% and 59.6%, respectively.  Although the unemployment rate remains below the average 
of the last five years (7.7%), it is important to note that the participation rate reached its lowest level in ten 
years, which is pushing the unemployment rate downwards. 

Quebec Monthly Unemployment Rates, by Gender and Age 

Seasonally Adjusted Data 
July 2016 June 2016 July 2015 Monthly Variation Yearly Variation 

 %  %  % (% points) (% points) 
Total 7.0 7.0 7.7 0.0 -0.7 
  25 years and over 6.1 6.0 6.9 0.1 -0.8 
    Men - 25 years and over 6.8 6.8 7.7 0.0 -0.9 
    Women - 25 years and over 5.3 5.1 5.9 0.2 -0.6 
  15 to 24 years 12.7 12.7 12.4 0.0 0.3 
    Men - 15 to 24 years 15.2 15.9 15.3 -0.7 -0.1 
    Women - 15 to 24 years 10.3 9.4 9.7 0.9 0.6 
Source: Statistics Canada Labour Force Survey – CANSIM Table 282-0087 

    
 

EMPLOYMENT BY INDUSTRY 

The goods-producing sector registered the bulk of the decline, losing 3,600 jobs (-0.4%) over the last month. 
The construction industry (+0.1%) and manufacturing (+0.2 %) gained jobs while employment in the utilities 
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sector dropped 10.7 %. On an annual basis, employment in the goods-producing sector is up 1.0 % (+ 7,900 
jobs) helped by gains in manufacturing (+6,500 jobs) and agriculture (+5,000 jobs).  

In July 2016, employment in the service industry remained practically the same as in June 2016 (loss of 400 
jobs) and was slightly ahead of its July 2016 level (+2,200 or +0.1%). The health and social assistance sector as 
well as accommodation and food services and business, building and other support services sectors provided 
support to employment growth over the past year. On the other hand, the trend has been rather negative for 
trade (wholesale and retail) and public administration over the last year. 

Quebec Monthly Labour Force Statistics, by Industry 

Seasonally Adjusted 
Data ('000) July 2016 June 2016 July 2015 

Monthly Variation Yearly Variation 

Number % Number % 

Total employed, all industries 4,106.8 4,110.8 4,096.8 -4.0 -0.1 10.0 0.2 
Goods-producing sector 837.8 841.4 829.9 -3.6 -0.4 7.9 1.0 
  Agriculture 55.8 58.1 50.8 -2.3 -4.0 5.0 9.8 
  Forestry, fishing, mining, quarrying,  
  oil and gas 30.2 29.6 32.4 0.6 2.0 -2.2 -6.8 

  Utilities 25.8 28.9 29.7 -3.1 -10.7 -3.9 -13.1 
  Construction 232.2 231.9 229.7 0.3 0.1 2.5 1.1 
  Manufacturing 493.8 492.9 487.3 0.9 0.2 6.5 1.3 
Services-producing sector 3,269.0 3,269.4 3,266.8 -0.4 0.0 2.2 0.1 
  Trade 640.0 653.9 668.7 -13.9 -2.1 -28.7 -4.3 
  Transportation and warehousing 197.0 196.7 201.7 0.3 0.2 -4.7 -2.3 
  Finance, insurance, real estate  
  and leasing 216.2 212.9 214.4 3.3 

1.6 
1.8 

0.8 

  Professional, scientific  
  and technical services 313.0 316.8 318.8 -3.8 -1.2 -5.8 -1.8 

  Business, building  
  and other support services 184.6 183.7 168.7 0.9 0.5 15.9 9.4 

  Educational services 275.9 267.7 281.0 8.2 3.1 -5.1 -1.8 
  Health care and social assistance 591.2 573.4 570.2 17.8 3.1 21.0 3.7 
  Information, culture and recreation 173.9 177.6 171.2 -3.7 -2.1 2.7 1.6 
  Accommodation and food services 293.1 288.6 273.6 4.5 1.6 19.5 7.1 
  Other services 160.5 163.7 158.9 -3.2 -2.0 1.6 1.0 
  Public administration 223.8 234.3 239.6 -10.5 -4.5 -15.8 -6.6 
Note: Totals may not add due to rounding 

       Source: Statistics Canada Labour Force Survey – CANSIM Table 282-0088 
     

 

REGIONAL ANALYSIS 

Compared to July 2015, Mauricie (+ 15,000 or +13.0%), Côte-Nord and Nord du Québec (+5,400 or +10.5%) and 
Bas-Saint-Laurent (+3,000 or +3.5%) experienced the highest growth rates. Laurentides (-11,000 or -3.4%), 
Saguenay—Lac-Saint-Jean (-3,600 or -2.8%) and Gaspésie–Îles-de-la-Madeleine (-900 emplois ou -2,3 %) had 
the largest declines over the past year.  

Bolstered by employment growth, Laval’s unemployment rate fell 3.9 percentage points to reach 4.2%, its 
lowest unemployment rate since 2007. Lanaudière’s unemployment also fell by 3.9 percentage points and 
reached 5.4% due to an important drop of the labour force. Only five regions had an increase of their 
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unemployment rate since July 2015, including the Laurentides region with an increase of 1.2 percentage points 
(6.8%) and the Outaouais region with an increase of 0.4 percentage points (7.3%).  

Quebec Monthly Labour Force Statistics, by Economic Region 

3-Month Moving Averages  
Seasonally Unadjusted Data 

Employment Unemployment Rate 
July 2016 July 2015 Yearly  July 2016 July 2015 Yearly  

('000) ('000) Variation (%) (%) Variation 
    (%)     (% points) 

Quebec  4,190.9 4,171.5 0.5 6.8 7.5 -0.7 
Economic Regions             
    Gaspésie—Îles-de-la-Madeleine 38.4 39.3 -2.3 10.7 10.7 0.0 
    Bas-Saint-Laurent 89.2 86.2 3.5 5.9 6.8 -0.9 
    Capitale-Nationale 408.9 408.7 0.0 4.2 4.0 0.2 
    Chaudière-Appalaches 220.6 222.7 -0.9 5.0 4.7 0.3 
    Estrie 155.1 153.0 1.4 6.0 6.4 -0.4 
    Centre-du-Québec 127.3 124.4 2.3 4.6 6.2 -1.6 
    Montérégie 775.7 780.9 -0.7 6.2 5.8 0.4 
    Montréal 999.4 989.4 1.0 10.0 11.2 -1.2 
    Laval 216.9 210.0 3.3 4.2 8.1 -3.9 
    Lanaudière 257.6 261.0 -1.3 5.4 9.3 -3.9 
    Laurentides 312.5 323.5 -3.4 6.8 5.6 1.2 
    Outaouais 203.3 204.1 -0.4 7.3 6.9 0.4 
    Abitibi-Témiscamingue 71.9 71.3 0.8 6.4 6.9 -0.5 
    Mauricie 130.4 115.4 13.0 5.3 6.1 -0.8 
    Saguenay—Lac-Saint-Jean 126.5 130.1 -2.8 6.1 8.3 -2.2 
    Côte-Nord & Nord-du-Québec 56.9 51.5 10.5 6.7 9.2 -2.5 
Note: Totals may not add due to rounding 

      Source: Statistics Canada Labour Force Survey – CANSIM Table 282-0122 

     
 
 

Note: In preparing this document, the authors have taken care to provide clients with labour market information that is 
timely and accurate at the time of publication. Since labour market conditions are dynamic, some of the information 
presented here may have changed since this document was published. Users are encouraged to also refer to other sources 
for additional information on the local economy and labour market. Information contained in this document does not 
necessarily reflect official policies of Employment and Social Development Canada. 

 

Prepared by: Labour Market Analysis Directorate, Service Canada, Quebec 
For further information, please contact the Labour Market Analysis Directorate at:  
NC-LMI-IMT-GD@hrsdc-rhdcc.gc.ca 
For information on the Labour Force Survey, please visit the Statistics Canada website at: 
www.statcan.gc.ca 
 
© Her Majesty the Queen in right of Canada, represented by Employment and Social Development Canada, 
2016, all rights reserved 
 

mailto:NC-LMI-IMT-GD@hrsdc-rhdcc.gc.ca
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/start-debut-fra.html

