
GOVERNMENT OF CANADA  

FEDERAL ACTIONS ON OPIOIDS 

• Continuing efforts to expand public awareness around stigma  
• Pursuing aggressive restrictions on opioid marketing activities and providing 

new resources to enforce existing rules 
• Supported the development of opioid prescribing guidelines and national 

treatment guidelines for opioid use disorders 
• Updated opioid product monographs 
• Informing Canadians about the risks of opioids: 

• Know More Campaign awareness tour for high school students across 
Canada 

• Opioid warning sticker/ patient handout 
• Summer festivals and post-secondary orientation activities and resources 

awareness 
& 

prevention 

• Continued implementation of a national operational strategy aimed at detecting, 
disrupting and dismantling criminal networks 

• Equipped border agents with tools to intercept fentanyl and other dangerous 
substances at the border 

• Working with international partners to reduce the illegal opioid supply  
• Supporting education and training for law enforcement  

tainted  
drug  
supply 

• Coordinating national data collection and publishing quarterly reports on 
apparent opioid-related deaths and harms  

• Publishing quarterly reports on drugs seized by law enforcement 
• Supporting research and knowledge sharing 
• Increasing our understanding of Canadians’ knowledge of the opioid issue, risks 

and willingness to act 

evidence 

   LEARN MORE AT CANADA.CA/OPIOIDS    #StopOverdoses 

• Providing enhanced funding through the Substance Use and Addiction Program  
• Launching a drug checking technology challenge 
• Approved more than 25 supervised consumption sites 
• Enabled establishment of overdose prevention sites 
• Facilitated access to naloxone 
• Supported legislation to protect individuals who seek emergency assistance for 

overdose 
• Authorized drug checking services at supervised consumption sites 
• Launched pilot project to examine needle exchange programs in federal 

correctional facilities 

access  
to harm 
reduction 

NEW 

• Removed regulatory barriers to allow nurses to transport controlled substances  
• Supporting the development of a national treatment guideline for injectable 

opioid agonist treatment  
• Funding pilot projects on injectable opioid agonist therapies  
• Improving access to treatment services through an Emergency Treatment Fund 

for provinces and territories 
• Allowed the import of medications approved elsewhere for urgent public health 

needs 
• Facilitated methadone prescribing and use of medical heroin  
• Increased opioid agonist therapy in federal correctional facilities 
• Increased access to, and availability of culturally appropriate treatment for 

Indigenous communities 

access to  
treatment 

NEW 

NEW 

NEW 

NEW 

NEW 

As of September 2018 

https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/substance-use/problematic-prescription-drug-use/opioids/stigma.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/news/2018/06/minister-of-health-ginette-petitpas-taylor-announces-intent-to-severely-restrict-marketing-of-opioids.html
http://nationalpaincentre.mcmaster.ca/guidelines.html
https://crism.ca/projects/opioid-guideline/
https://crism.ca/projects/opioid-guideline/
http://healthycanadians.gc.ca/recall-alert-rappel-avis/hc-sc/2017/65362a-eng.php
http://healthycanadians.gc.ca/recall-alert-rappel-avis/hc-sc/2017/65362a-eng.php
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/substance-use/problematic-prescription-drug-use/opioids/about.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/news/2018/05/new-regulations-to-provide-better-information-for-patients-on-the-safe-use-of-opioid-medications.html
https://canada-preview.adobecqms.net/en/health-canada/services/substance-use/problematic-prescription-drug-use/opioids/resources-toolkit.html
ttps://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/news/2018/03/budget-2018-funding-for-the-opioids-crisis.html
http://www.rcmp-grc.gc.ca/en/gazette/fighting-fentanyl
http://www.rcmp-grc.gc.ca/en/gazette/fighting-fentanyl
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/news/2018/03/budget-2018-funding-for-the-opioids-crisis.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/news/2018/03/budget-2018-funding-for-the-opioids-crisis.html
http://www.rcmp-grc.gc.ca/en/news/2016/24/rcmp-and-chinese-ministry-public-safety-commit-combat-the-flow-fentanyl-canada
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/news/2018/03/budget-2018-funding-for-the-opioids-crisis.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/substance-use/problematic-prescription-drug-use/opioids/data-surveillance-research.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/health-concerns/controlled-substances-precursor-chemicals/drug-analysis-service/2017-drug-analysis-service-summary-report-samples-analysed.html
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/en/pub/11-627-m/11-627-m2018001-eng.pdf?st=dfc3PDPb
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/en/pub/11-627-m/11-627-m2018001-eng.pdf?st=dfc3PDPb
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/en/pub/11-627-m/11-627-m2018001-eng.pdf?st=dfc3PDPb
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/substance-use/canadian-drugs-substances-strategy/funding/substance-use-addictions-program.html
https://impact.canada.ca/en/challenges/drug-checking-challenge
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/substance-use/supervised-consumption-sites/status-application.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/news/2017/11/new_federal_initiativestoaddresstheopioidcrisis.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/substance-use/problematic-prescription-drug-use/opioids/about-good-samaritan-drug-overdose-act.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/substance-use/problematic-prescription-drug-use/opioids/about-good-samaritan-drug-overdose-act.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/news/2017/11/minister_of_healthannouncesnewprojectstoaddresstheopioidcrisis-n.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/correctional-service/news/2018/05/backgrounder-correctional-service-canada-prison-needle-exchange-program.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/correctional-service/news/2018/05/backgrounder-correctional-service-canada-prison-needle-exchange-program.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/correctional-service/news/2018/05/backgrounder-correctional-service-canada-prison-needle-exchange-program.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/correctional-service/news/2018/05/backgrounder-correctional-service-canada-prison-needle-exchange-program.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/health-concerns/controlled-substances-precursor-chemicals/policy-regulations/policy-documents/subsection-56-exemption-nurses-providing-primary-care-community-health-facility.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/substance-use/problematic-prescription-drug-use/opioids/responding-canada-opioid-crisis/emergency-treatment-fund.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/drugs-health-products/access-drugs-exceptional-circumstances.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/news/2018/03/the-honourable-ginette-petitpas-taylor-minister-of-health-announces-new-measures-to-reduce-barriers-to-treatment-and-231-m-to-address-the-o.html


For full details  on data sources and considerations, please visit: 
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/publications/healthy-living/national-report-apparent-opioid-related-deaths-released-june-2018.html 

~7,000 
lives lost in 2016 & 
2017 
due to apparent opioid- 
related overdose 

Opioid-related deaths are now the 
leading cause of mortality among 
Canadians between ages 30 and 39 

Together, We Can #StopOverdoses 

In response to this 
complex crisis, the 
Government of 
Canada is taking a 
comprehensive, 
collaborative and 
compassionate public 
health approach 
focused on: 
 
• Prevention 
• Treatment 
• Harm reduction 
• Enforcement  

 
This approach is 
supported by a strong 
evidence base. 
 

Percent of accidental apparent 
opioid-related deaths involving 
fentanyl or fentanyl analogues  

 
Going forward, we will 
continue to address 
the crisis by: 
 
• working to 

increase access to 
treatment; 

• supporting 
innovative 
approaches;  

• improving access 
to public health 
data; 

• intercepting illegal 
opioids at the 
border; and, 

• addressing stigma 
related to opioid 
use. 

 

78% 

34% increase in the number of opioid-
related deaths from 2016 to 2017 

55% 

2016 

72% 

2017 

of apparent  
opioid-related 

deaths in 2017 occurred among 
men  
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