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INDEX NUMbeRo OF PHYLICAL VOLURL OF AGRICUL UxAL FRODUCTIUN 1,

The index of physicul volume of agricultural sroduction in Canada for
1950 is estimated at 139.8 (1935-39 m 100) as compared with the revised figure of
122,5 for 1949 and the record hizh of 164.2 for 1242. The gain in the index for
1950 is due entirely to a gereral i:icrease in field crop production which more than
offset declines in the production of livestock and livestoc! preducts. Although
early frosts and unfavourable harvesting weather in the Frairie Provinces adversely
affected outturns of grains, particularly wheat, barley and flax, 1550 production
estimates were substantially above the 1949 level. Increaseqd production of
vezetat:les and potatoes resulted from favourable growing conditions which more than
compensated for a reduction in acreage . Gains in production were also made for
sugar beets and munle products.

Osfsefting to some extent the general increase in field crop production
vins the decline in the output of livestock, livestock products, fruits and tobacco.
A late spring and reduced cow numbers contrituted to u slizht decline in dairy
production in 1950. A reduction in the nunmber of hens in 1950 more than of{set an
increase in the rate of lay (egzs per hen). The output of all fruits was <own with
the excention of raspbherries and grapes.

On a provincial tasis increases occurred in all provincea except Frince
Baward Island, New Nrunaswick and Eritish Columbia. The increases ranged from 33.7
per cent in Juskutchewan to less than one per cent in lova Scotia. The greatest
decrease occurred in British Columbia.

For the first time since 1935, it was felt thut the effectof the quality
of crop production on the index should bLe tuken into consideration. lormally, the
influence of crop quality is assumed to be negligible. However, with the quality
of the 1650 .uestern wheat crop estimated to be the lowest on record for the past 10
years, it was deemed advisable to trv and meusure the effect of this factor on the
index. Althouzh uvailable data 4o not permit a thorough study, there is evidence
to indicute that quality considerations would reduce the index of 139.8 for Canada
by about 3 points. DProvincially the Jownward adjustments vwould be of the order of
10 points for 3uskatchewan and about one or two points for alberta. Adjustments
for Manitoba would be insipnificant.

In constructing the index an attempt was made to have it measure "net
farm production," that is, production sfter adjustments huve been made for duplication.
Wiithin a province, this duplication occurs when feed prains, credited to field crop
production, ure fed to livestock and appear later as livestock and livestock productss
Interprovincinlly, this duplication occurs when feed prains produced in one province
are fed in another and when feeder cattle ruised in one section of the country are
shipped to another for finishing.

The base period used was the five yeur period 1935 to 193Y. This base
was chosen in order that the index of physical volume of agricultural production
vould be Airectly comparak:le with the other Bureau indexes which are coms tructed on
the same base.

The formula used was the fixed buse weighted aggrerative. The commodities
ircluded in the index are the major items of agricultural production which are sold
throuzh commercial channels {ex. interfarm trarsfers) and, or consumed in farm homes.
Omitte? for the most part, ure commo’itie. which are used almost entirely as feed
for livestock an? those relatively insignificant vroducts for which there is little
reliatle informution repurding production and prices.

_b BExcludes hewfoundland.



IIMEX NYUMBERS u. PHYSICAL VOLUME JUF AW GRICULTURAL PRODUCTION - CAalaNa _1/ BY PROVINCES 1935-1%50
(1935-39 = 10C)

===

Poilels M. B N. B, “ue. Ont. Man. Sask. Alta. B. C. CANADA
1835 80.5 99.2 ST 93.0 98.7 7.2 100.9 87.3 Sl.2 9542
1536 102,2 9g.2 105.1 9%.3 90.2 6648 83.9 T1.0 g4.8 B5.1
1937 99.6 104.4 105.5 97.o 1081 115.0 s 1 6ol 101.1 83.7
1938 102.1 100.5 9445 7.6 101.1 113.8 105.1 124.1 102.5 107.4
1939 105.5 97.7 18.1 L9 108.0 127.2 175.0 131.5 110.4 12847
194G 103.9 90.2 108.2 1Ll.8 103.8 134.9 165.2 151.9 115.5 1381
1941 90.6 91,3 101.9 100,2 107.4 183 110.1 100.9 Bil3.4 108.7
1342 121.9 88.5 104.0 817 125,0 174.2 247.8 184.2 99.9 164,2
143 102,7 89.6 13342 112.3 89.4 158.7 138.4 104, 114.7 113.9
1344 119.2 18F .3 136.8 1.1 114.0 145.1 196.4 125.1 140.0 140.4
1945 jat.s 80.7 10647 100.7 1W6T.3 115.8 129,23 97.6 15 110.9
1946 12345 100. 2 119.5 11a.2 117 .6 139.1 138.7 122.7 151.9 125.6
1947 12845 86,7 119.0 102, 107.7 122.1 128.2 185.8 145.8 18, 0
1942 13543 51.8 124.3 Mgl . 6 119.0 143. & 131.8 118.5 143.7 125.1
1949 158.3 104. 8 145.4 1875 125. 123.5 126.4 101.0 148.3 122.5
1550 148.5 105.5 136.9 135.5  131.4 138.6 2/.169.0 & 187.4 2/ 133.4 139.8 g,

_lj Excludes lewfouniliund.

2; oJee opposite pase, paragsraph 4.



STICS CANADA LIBRARY
EGUE STATIST
HR TR E I l

1010678238




