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TNLECRAPEIC CECP RET2CRT

Ottewa, Hay 21, 1632, 4 pea. - Phie Dominion Bureaun of Statistics issues
| to-day the first of a_ serieg of 15 weclly felegvaphic reports on crop conditions inm the
Prairie Provincec.' Tals eeviia 13 mede poseible by ihe valued co-operation of .

CorTEMESNGents composed of sericuliurictc ¢ She Deminion and Provineial Departments of
dAgriculture, as well as a mwusber of selecteé private observers. The reports of the
Sasimtchewen and jplberta Neparimenis of Acricuiture vill be sumeries of telegraphic
advices received irom their own correenondenis scattered over each province. The
Meteorological Service. Torouto, co-suerates in the proviesion of official precipltation

| and temperzture records. Particular attervion will agzain be given to securing autiori-
tative iaformation cn damage Trom insecis, hoil and plant diseases. The renorts of
entomologists will be viewed with addced interest in this season when cutworm and grasa-

I sopper outbreaks are threatened over large and ‘mporiant crop areas. The issue of
June 7 will contain a full report oa nlent diseaze conditiors in each of the three

f provinces.

SUMMARY
; Wnile present coxditions ronge from good in Manitoba and Saskatchewan to
exxcellent in Alveria; there it an increasing realizetion that frequent rains will be
' necessary Lo replenish the lce: moisture resarves anl a growing concern over the proba~
| bilitles of cutworm and grasshopper dsmoge. TDuring the vast week or ten days, there
| was a decline in crop prospects over tlic same goneral eareas that have suffered from
drought siunce 1929. Despite the heavy ruins of late April and late May and the inter-
vening showers. the main vwheut belt is still lacking in moisture reserves, a fact vhich
' Becomes very appar=znt aiter a few days of high temperaiures and strong winds. Some
damage has already been done by soil-driftings and froci, which cannot be repaired. Rain
is now neceded in Maritoba and Saslatchewan, valle werm weatlier would be welcome over
most of Alberta. Generally. hcwever, corditions are much improved over last year and
particularly in tac park b21t and throughout Aiberta. 3

I Theat seedinz is completed anc the drilling of coarse grains well advanced.
Ihe strong germination and thse gquiciensd growth of recent weeks have made up some of tie
lateness ia the seascn. This ir particvlarly true in Manitoba and over most of Sasletclhe-
wan, but in Alberta, the season is etill quite late,

The main coacern over large areas this year is the prebability of crop

; damage by cutwormu and gracshompers. Iu anitoba, grascshoppers have hatched in vast

mmbers over a wide wren, but a stemucus peisoning campaign has been organized. XRather
' widesnreaa and heavy losses Trom Zale Western Cutwom are reported in Saskatchewan. Heavy
, local iafestations of grasshonpers are also appearing, especially north of Moose Jaw.

in Alberta, rains have curted lhc dumace from grassiovpers, but cutworms are worldag ovor
y large and productive souther: and soutli~centrel areas, with damage just starting in
| earucst,

Thailo the srasshopper damage may be controlled with polson bait, 1ittle

can be dome Yo stop cutworm danmagze at this stage, even reseeding belng inadvisable.

]
' ' Hail Damage.

Ha Caugge [rom hall nas been repcrted to date by our correspondents in
! tha threo provinces,
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Reporis of Entomological Laboratories, Dominion Department of Agricucture

The entomologists of the Dominion Department of Agriculture have sub-
mitted the following telegraphic reports on conditions in the Prairie Provinces,

Much of the main wheat belt of the West has been chartered by the
Entomological Branch as subject to damage by cutworas in 1932, The danger from grass-
hoopers is most likely to occur in the Red River and castern Assiniboine River valleys

of Manitoba, in central, soutii-central and west-central Saskatchewan, and in southwestern
Alberta.

The feeding period of the cutworms im intensified in the next four weeks
but grasshoppers may damace crops throughout the entire growing season.

Dominion Entomological Laboratory, Treesbank, Manitoba

Grasshoppers have hatched ia vast mmbers over a large area. Practically
ail districts covered by our map in wiich outbreaks were foracasted are known to be
heavily infested. ZEvery effort is being made to overcome the pest.

Dominion Entomological Laboratory, Saslzatoon, Saskatchewan

Damage by pale western cutworm now becoming counspicuous; rather widespread
and heavy losces tvértain over some large areas. Army cutworm extremely abundant in a few
gsouthern localities., Seed dectruction by wire worms seems generally less than last year.
Grasshopper egg hatching has been irregular but some heavy local infestatlons appearing,
especilally northwest »f Moose Jaw. False Wire worms and beetles numerous in southern and
western areas. General enormous abundance beet webworm moths causing undue alarm as this
species oreeds chiefly on weeds.

Dominion Entomological Laboratory, Lethbridge, Alberta

Grasshoppers in extreme southeastern Alberta practically wiped out by
recent rains. Cutworms causing extensive damage at Drumheller, Munson, Morrin, Three
Eills, Hanne, Lomond, Aldion Ridge, Picture Butte, Diamond City, Coalhurst, Coaldale,
Grassy Loke and Lethbridge. ZErntire area forecasted is seriously infested, but frequent
rains kocoing damage at minimum. Over three tlousand acres reported totally destroyed
in southern Alberta alrecady and damage just starting in ezrnest.

Met eorological Report.

Altlhough the total precinitation recorded in the reporting stations of the
three provinces is 8} to 3 times that of the same vperiod of April and May, 1931, it is
still subnormal, erxcept in Alberta.

In the week ending at 7.2.amMay 30, the precipitation reported by the
Dominion Meteorological Service, Toronto, was as follows (in inches):

¥anitoba Saglkatchewan Alberta

Minncdosa ®. Saskatoon ol Cardston (0531

3randon 0.1 Lloydminster 0.1 Medicine Hat 0,1

Boisscvain 2 Moose Jaw )0k Maclaod Ol

Baerson 0.3 Yellow Grass G Drumheller 0.2

Le Pos 0.3 Qu'tAppelle @l Vegreville O,E
Portoge ia Prairie 0.5 Regina o2 Beaverlodge 0.

BEstevan 0.3 Red Deer O 4

¥indersley 0.5 2lgary Ok

Macklin 0.5 Foremost 0.6

Emprees 0.5 Edmonton 0t

At Dexphain and Plerson in Manitoba, at Swift Current and Prince Albert in
Saskatcheran, nnd at Brooks in Alberta, less than 2glf a tenth was recorded.

In our report of June 7, the summary of both precipitation and temperature

for the months of Jpril and lizy, as compiled by the Heteorologlcal Service, W1l be
published.
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Reports from Correspondents

¥ A AT EISTI0 B A

Department of Agriculture, Winnipeg.

Soil condition and weather have been favourable for seeding. Vegetation
rébhéor farther advanced than usual at this date. Some damage by soil” drifting on sandy
soils. Grasshoppers hatching early and rapidly over large area, but poisoning campaien
1s very widespread. Crops are growing satisfactorily and everything looks well but
frequent rains neocded as soil moisture resources are low.

Experimental Station, Morden.

Seeding completed, wheat four to seven inches high, barley and ocats
well up, pastures and clovers making good growth. All crops require rain. Weather cool.
Considerable wind of late causing drifting on lighter soil. Grasshoppers hatching fast.
Indications point to a heavy outbreak. Poison bat being scattered over large area.

Experimental Farm, Brandom.

Exceptionally fine weather has @ermited early completion of seeding in
western Manitoba. RBarly somn crop well advanced, Wild oats pikéentiful. Muych coarse
grain sown into dry soil. Cultivated hey crops now needing rain. Pasture barer than
usual,

Telegraphic Correspondent, Minnedosa.

Weather of past week has been cool, with hard frost Wednesday night
which did not dsmage grain. Much ground gotting very dry. Need day's rain though has
good stort and looks well. Wild oats abundant; many people have waited to cultivate them
off before spwing. Grasses have made a good start.

Telegraphic Correspondent, Russell.,

Seeding completed Moy 24, Barly rains made growing conditions excellent.
Crops exceptionally well advanced. Acreage various grains about same as usual excepting
less fall rye: Slight damage from frost, cutworms and soil . drifting on lighter land;
no reseeding. Pastures good and water supnly sufficient., Rain needed.

Telegrariddic Correspondent; Dauphin.

Wheat germineted well and got off to a good start, Seeding complete
with most of coarse grain showing above ground., Trost and high winds did some damage.
Good rain badly needed to repair damnge and carry crops along. Grasshoppers numerous;
considerable poisoning being done. No cutworm trouble yet.

SLASEACCHEWAN

Department of Agriculture, Regine.

Wheat seedirg proctically completed: coarse grains well advanced. Numerous
patches on open proirie show effect of wind on 21st and good rain would help. Crop on
whOle, however, shows marleed improvement over last vear. Slight cutworm damage and some
grasshoopers. Pestures improving.

Experimental Farm, Indian Head.

Seeding operations practically commleted. Rains during latter part of
Mey have checked soild drifting and generally improved moisture and crop conditions.
Reports indicate o fairly widesnread infestation of cutworns, working mostly in stubble
fields. Hay and pasture ficlds showing good growti.
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SASKATCHEWAN(Cont'd.)

Experimental Station, Swift Current.

Wheat seeding completed, coarse grains eighty per cent. Barly seeding
nade good start, but with May rainfall half normal, severe wigdds cut much vheat to ground,
Ten per cent destroyed. Immediate rain needed to help recovery of damage crops and
replenish very low moisture reserve. Some cutworm and grasshopper damage. Rye prompocts
poor.

Experinental Station, Scott.

Growing conditions have been exceptionally favourabdble in northwest
Saslat chean and northeast Alberta since spring opened. Most points report good pene-
troting showers when needed. Wheat energed wuickly and healthy stands are in evidence
with seeding practically completed. TLittle damage from cutworms yet but certain arens
report heavy infestation.

ALBERTA

Doniinion Range Experinent Station, Manyberries.

General conditions up to present good, FEeavy rains in Aptil and Moy.
Seeding of wheat and oats mostly completed., Wheat three inches high. Prospects for
crop good. Plentiful sSupply of moisture. Grass and water supply on range good. Lamb
crops and calf crops very good, g

Dominion Zxperiment Station and Supervisor of
Illustration Stations, Lethbridge.

In Lethbridge district, over ninety-five per cent of vheat seeded ond
sceding of coarse grains well advanced. Sugar beets seeding completed. Frequent rains
have produced uniform germination of all crops and grasses on renge particularly good.
Some damage from cutworms in groin flelds reported, but not yet genetal,

Experinental Stotion, Locombe.

Wheat all seeded, oats eighty and barley fifty per cent. With six
decinal five inches rain since fpril elghteen abundance roisture. Very little frost or
cutvorm danage, but get cool weather delaying seeding and growth. Crops well rooted
and greatest present need is warm weather to force growti.

Doninion Experimentsl Sub-Station, Beaverlodge.

Subsoil moisture adundant, Seeding began late but practically corpleted.
Weother cool and dry until last few doys but since then growth rapid. ILive stock thrifty.
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