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TELEGRATHIC CROP REFQRT

Ottawa, August 5, 1936, 4 p.m. - The Dominion Bureau of Statistics issues
today the eleventh of a series of 15 weekly telegraphic reports covering crop conditions
in the three Prairie Provinces. Pifty correspondents distributed over the agricultural
area supply the information on which the reports are basecd. Most of these correspondents
are agriculturists of the Dominion and Provincial Departments of Agriculture, but in
Manitoba and Alberta, a number of seloctod privato observers and grein men also co-
operate in this service. The Mctoorological Scrvice of Canada, Toronto, supplies
official weather data.

EUMMARY

As a result of long-continued and still unbroken drought, wheat is being
harvested 3 or 4 weeks earlier than usual. Both yield and quality have suffered from
this forcings Most southern districts have a high percentage of the grain cut and
threshing and combining have begun. Deliveries of new wheat at scattered southern points
have set a record for earliness. Except in the extreme north, weckly temperatures were
above normal, the cxcesses ranging up to 10 degrees. As in the previous week, effective
rains were fairly well confined to central and northern Alberta. Although this limited
rainfall came in the form of spotty showers, it brought more optimistic reports from the
area covered. Standing grain in most arcas was rushed toward maturity too rapidly for
adequate filling. Sawfly damago is serious and geoneral in Saskatchewan while rust will
caugé shrunken kernels in east-contral Sagkatchewan and west-contral Manitoba. High
temperatures and lack of rain intensified the serious feed situation, causing a further
decline in pastures and range lands and limiting the possibility of new growth during
tois season, The severe damage to late-sown coarse grains adds another serious note but
early threshing will permit some pasturing on stubble land.

Manitoba =~

The persistence of heat and drought throughout the province caused a further
decline in prospective grain production and in pastures. The harvest of coarse grains is
virtually a failure in the south and far below normal in the north. A wide variation in
wheat ylelds is reported, with some surprisingly high returns on good summerfallow. The
weather has been excellent for harvesting and cn exceptionally early completion is fore-
casted. Rain 1s badly needed for late-sown crops, gardens and pastures. Rust damage is
feared in the west-centre and north-west, but only late crops will suffer seriously.

Saskatchewan -

The wheat harvest is gencral in the south and the grain still standing is
ripening prematurely under thc extremely adverse moisture conditions. fThe good crops
are now practically confined to the east-centre of the province but wheat on good fallow
land in some other areas will give profitable rcturns. Serious and general losses of
wheat are being caused by sawflics. Rust is quite prevalent in the good crop area of
sastern Saskatchewan and the lato crops can hardly escape without shrunken kernels.
Pastures are bare over most of the province and the continucd absence of rain is reducing
the promlse of lato-sown coarse grains, potatoes and gardens.

Alberta -

In southern Alberta, the harvost is in full swing with a heavy abandonment
of acreage reported. Wheat left for harvest is reported to be turning out better than
expected in both yield and grade. The scarcity of pastures and hay is of serious
concern to stockmen. Some improvement in prospects in the wost-centre and north resulted
from the rains. The added moisture will assist filling. Late crops also showed an
improvement. The harvest will be general in the northern part of the province within a
woek or ten days, thus reducing the possivility of frost damage.
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HATL DAMAGE

No hail loss reported during past week.

Feil demage in Alberta in the past week confined to three local storms,

METEOROLOGICAL REPORT, PRAIRIE PROVINCES

“he following precipitation (in inches) was reported by the Daminion
Msteorclogical Service, Toronto, for the week ending Monday, August 3, at 7 a.m.:

Manitoba Saskatchewan Alberta
Arandon 0.1 Prince Albert 0.1 Calgary 0.1
Fierson 0.1 Macklin 0,1 Drumheller -0.1
Virden 0.1 liaple Creek -0.1 Jasper 0,1
Birtle 0.1 Battleford 0.1 Coronation 0.1
Lortage ia Prairie 0,1 Yoriton 0.1 Foremost -0,1
Swan River -0.,1 Kemsack -0,1 Hughenden 0,1
Le Pas sl Rabbit Lake -0.1 Taber 0.1
Denvykin = Outlook Od Glendon Q.4
iHelfort Bl Midale 0.3
Rosthern @zl Beaverlodge 0.2
Consul (0 Fort icMurray 0.2
ilanyberries 0.2 Cardston &3
lieadow Lake 0,3 Naco 0.3
Lloydminster D61/ Raymond O
. . Edmonton 0.4
Red Deer 04
Vegreville Oplt
Zdson Ol
Stettler 0.5
Figh Prairie 0.5
Sedgewick 0.5
Olds 0.6
Fairview 0,8
Viking 0,8
Fort Vermilion 0.9
Wetaskiwin L%
Kinuso 1.2

(Minus signs denote less than the smount of rain indicated) .

¥edicine Hat, Moose Jaw, Qu 'Appells, Winnipeg, Brooks, Empress, Lethbridge,
MacLeod, Assiniboia, Broadview, Elbow, Estevan, Humboldt, Indian Head, licosomin, Regina,
Shaunavon, Yellow Grass, Boissevain, Cypress River, Hmerson, Morden, Russell, Gem, High
fiiver, Vauxhall, Aneroid, Strasbourg, Vel Marie, Graysville, lorris, Sprague recorded
~u rain during the week, while traces were reported at Swift Current, liinnedosa,
Sindarsley, Saskatoon, Biggar, Davidson, Lintlaw, Ninette,

dean temperatures for the week Were above nomal everywhers except in
grireme northern districts, the largest excesses above normal being along the inter-
s@élonal border,

Differences from nomal rean temperature, by districts, were as follows:

Monitoba: 2 degrees above nommal - Districts 13 and 14; 3 degrees above
taal - Districts 11 and 12; L degrees above nomal Districts 1, 2, 5, 6 and 10:
J fdegrees above rnormal - Districts 3, & and 9; 6 degrees above normal - Districts L and

Saskatchewan: 2 degrees above normal - Districts 8 and 9; U4 degrees above
ormal - Disirict H; 5 degrees above normal - District 2; 6 degrees above normal -
istricts 1 and 63 7 degrees above normal - District 73 10 degrees above normal -
isiricts 3 and Y4,

Alberta: 1 degree below nomal - District 17; nomal - Districts 13, 14 and
: 1 degree above normal - Districts 11 and 15; 3 degrees above normal ~ Districts 10
i 12; 4 degrees above normal - Districts 6, 8 and 9 D degrees above normal - District
i b degrees zbove normal - District I3 T degrees above normal - Districts 1 and 2;: &
SZreas aLbovs norizl - Districss a5,
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HANTTTOBA

Provincial Devariment of Agriculture, Winnipeg

Crought continues ard fields are now exceedingly dry. Cutting almost
completed in ecarliest districts and is well advanced everywhere. Forty to sixty per
cent of all Manitoba's grain is cut. Some threshing done including more combine
threshing than usual.

Dominion Experimental Station, Morden

drought unbroken. Wheat seventy per cent cut. Yiolds vary from three to
eighteen tushels per acre, grading not above two. Oat crop a failure. Barley very bad.
Potato crop sprouting. Fastures burned up.

Dominion Experimental ¥arm, Brandon

Dry weather continues but temperature lower. Good harvest weather.
Considerable wheat cut, also oats and barley. Very few good oat fields and grain badly
shrunken. Pasturc and bay aftormath poor. Fodder corn would greatly bencfit by rain.

Lominion Emtcmological Laboratory, Branden

Goatimied dry weather favourable to grasshopper egg laying.

Telegraphic Jorrespondsnt. Meliia

Weather continugs hot and dry. About sixty per cent of cutting dons. Will
be very little more than se2d Wheat threshed. Practically no oats or barley. Potatoes
VETY poor. Pastures dry.

Agricultnral Reprosentative, Carman

Over 30 per cont of wheat and coarse grain cut. Threshing started. Wheat
vield seven to twenty--seven bushcls; some grading onc northern. Oats and barley a poor
crop. Rain needed for pastures and gardens. Potatoes poor to fair,

Telegranhic Ccocrrespondent, Kelwood

Still no rain. Contirucs hot and dry. Harvest in full swing July
thirticth. Pastures drying up. Unless rain comes soon will be serious. The crop will
not be a failure altogether.

Telesravhic Correspondent, Russell

Continued dry weather all week accompanied by temperature of 98 on Tuesday
With strong south wind is rapidly ripening 2ll grain without properly filling, which is
daily reducing the probable yicld, particularly of oats and barley. Thermometer dropped
to 38 last night. Rust indications are not likely to cause any serious damage as most
of the grain is tco far advanced to be affected. Cutting of wheat and barley is the
amlI'liest on redoird.

Acricultural Ravvagontaiive, U

(utting now general. Whoat is giving surprisingly good return on good
sumperfallow. Coarse grain yiclds will be reduced and quality impaired. Rust has
dsveloped very fast but is tco late to cause serious damage. Pastures are nearly done
and stock will neod the oarly-threshed fields to pick up.

aAcricul tural Reoresentative, Teulon
Fair crop now being harvested. Wheat is good, barleoy fair and oats

boorer. Hazy srop good and stacked in good condition. Pastures bare and stock
condition Jjust fair. Cardens and potatoes need rain badly or the yield will %5e Jows
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SASEATCHEWAN

Provincial Department of Agriculture, Regina

B e )

Cutting of early wheat has started in most districts and harvesting is
rapidly becoming gencral over the province. There has been no improvement in
conditions during the past weck. Weather generally has becn hot and dry. With the
éxception of the northern area rust is guite proevalent in oastern Saskatchewan. The
sarly crops do not appear to have suffered rmuch damage and the average crop should
reach the harvesting stage without scriougs injury, The late crop, however, can hardly
escape without shrunken kernels. Farmers in the dry areas arc busy putting up all
available fodder and whersver necessary aro cutting the grain crops for feed.

Dominion Experimental ¥arm, Indian Head

Weather continues dry. All crops ripening rapidly. Wheat harvest general
this district. JFirst combine wheat delivered local elevator July thirtieth. Variety
Beward; estimatod yield fiftoon tushels per acro. Pastures completely dried up.

Dominion Experimental Ssation. Swifi Curront

No precipitation this weadx. Woather hot and dry. Harvesting general
throughout districi, Many ciops cui for fecd. XEstimate fallow to yield threce to five
bushels. (Considerabdlo grassiopper damage south and west part of district. Sawfly
damage severe making harvesting c¢ifficulte Vory little oats threshed this year.

Dominion Fxperimental Station, Posthern

Weathor conditions hot and dry with shower of 0.17 inch on August first.
Crops ripening prematurcly dvue to hot weather and cutting general. Summerfallow wheat
fair with estimated yield beiween %en and fifleen bushels. Feed and coarse grain crops
poor. Feed situation iair.

Dominion Fxperimental Station, Melfor:

Wheat cutiing geaeral and all grain ripening rapidly due to contimued
drougnt. Tharesiing has started and will be general in ten days.

Dominion Entomolagical labsratory, Sasikatoon

Serious losses of wheat caused by savfly becoming apparent generally as
grain ripens. Heavy damage being reported in Saskatoon and Swift Current areas and
undoubtedly prasent iz othee disgtiricies

AT/SERTA

Dominion Ranss Peywsarimdnk SGtation, Mangberrics

k.

Hot weather with much wind continues. Harvest and haying general now.
Crops Etzikom and Foremost district fair with ten to twelve bushels yield in sight.
Combining under way now. Crops north and south of Manyberries complete failures. No
Precipitation. Serious ehortage of grass and water.

Dominion Exverimental Station and Supervisor of Tllustration Station, Lethbridge

$till no rain, Iarvesting by headers and binders in full swinges An
occasional combine has started but not enough results yet obtained to warrant safe fore-
cast of yield but perhaps guess of eight bushels from area will not be wide of mark,
Adout 35 to U0 per cont of seeded arca will be harvested.

Dominion Entomological Taboratory, Tothbridee

Harvesting and combining general in south, Yields slightly better than

anticipated. Some graschopper misration.
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ATLBERTA - (Concl'd.)

Telegraphic Corrcspondent, Cardsion

\

About one half inch of rainfall this morning, the only rain for two months;
too late to be of any benefit to the wheat and all coarse grains have already been cut
for hay. Pastures are burned brown and stockmen sacrificing their cattle on account of
scarcity of hay and pasturs. The wheat left to harvest will average about ten to
Tifteen bushels and grade fairly woll,

Telegraphic Correspondent, Calgary

Teiperatures moderate during past week, but only few light scattered
showers received. Halvesting now fairly gencral this district with farmers having
difficulty gathering the saors crops. Binders with and without canvas, swathers, headers
and mowers being used with stock being turned into some fiolds unable to cut profitably.
Looks like forty to fifty ver coni normal crop.

2elegraphic Correspondent, Old

- * s b v ¥ s e e e

Gooler weathor for past fow days., Had a heavy snower on August first.

Lasted Tor fiftoen minvtes; will heolp coarse grains c¢: viderably. Karvest will commence
this week. Some nice fields still. Yiold thirty bushels. Spring ploughing from 10 %o
1,

Dominion Fxporimsutel Station, Tacombe

Conier weather and 0.53 inch rain since July thirtieth should help late
secded grains and pastures. Farly seeded grains, which suffered heavy damage from
drcught and hail, have ripensd prematurely and cutting will bo goneral this weeck; ten
days early. Heavy loss from hail north west of TLacombe on July thirtieth.

@legrarihic_Correspondent, Sedgewick

e Ry

Helf inch of rain will help fill crop. Late-sowm grain very poor with
swumériallow grain forty ver cent crop. Average for district around five bushels.
Haying in progress with very light crop. Harvesting will be genoral end of weck.

Telegraphic (orrespondent, Stetiler

Weather much cooler with local showers. Wheat ripening fast and some
cutting veing done. Cutting will not be general for a week or ten days, Crops on
suaffierfallow fair; spring ploughing and stubble land very light. Oats and barley very
light. Hay crop fair, Pastures poOOT,

Telegrarihic dorrespondent, Fdmonton

Crop conditions continue same as last report. Felr rains received.
necather not hot; nights cool. 0dd field early wheat and barley being cut: expect fairly
&sncral harvest in a week or ten days.

Telogragidc Qurrggpondant, Vermilion

Wheat harvesting will be gencral in a few days; possible average thirteen
bashels. Summer fallow and broaking fair but stubble Crops very poor. Qat crop very
poor, some being cut for green feed. Haying nearly finished;crop light. One shower
during past weck. Weather now fair and warm.

Zelegraphic Correspondent, Athabagea

Since last wire rainfall in showers for total 1.69 inches. Some hail
Saturday night but ne reports of damage to hand. TLater crops showing improvement. With
no early frosis, average yiold will be fair. Some cutting expected this weok but not
zsereral for ten days,

cminion Experimental Sub-station, Beaverlodge

Weather favourable and crop maturing rapidly., Some cutting will be dene
this weel: at scattered points but harvest will not be general before ten days. Very
ittle damece revorted,
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