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TELEGRIPHIC CROP REPORT 

Ottawa, May 26, 1948, 3 p.m. - The second of a series of thirteen 
telegraphic reports covering crop conditions in the Prairie Provinces Is Issued 
today by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. A selected list of crop correspondents 
chosen from the Dominion and Provincial Departments of Agriculture, private crop 
observers and grain men, supply the information on which these reports are based. 
The weather data Included in this release are furnished by the Meteorological 
Service of Canada. 

SU1L!1AR I 

During the past week temperatures over the Prairie Provinces have 
ranged from 9 to 12 degrees above normal. The warm weather, combined with clear 
skies and drying winds, has made for near Ideal seeding conditions in all three 
provinces. Excellent progress has been made in seeding, particularly in southern 
areas. Early-seeded crops are germinatIng well and growth is rapid. Grasshoppers 
are beginning to hatch In Saskatchewan and Alberta. In Saskatchewan, wire worm 
damage to early seeded crops i8 becoming noticeable in some areas. 

With ideal weather conditions throughcut Manitoba good progress has 
been made in seeding during the past week. In most southern sections wheat seed-
ing is almost complete and about half of the oats and barley acreages have been 
planted. Some flax is also In the ground, &xceptions are the flooded areas along 
the Assiniboine River and a limited section extending from Morris to Emerson on 
both sides of the Red River. Progress Is slower in the northern sections of the 
province as seeding was generally held up until about a week ago. Moisture 
reserves are excellent and following the extreme heat of last week early seeded 
grain Is well above the ground. Grass is growing rapidly and a good ljr 	p is in 
prospect. No insect damage of importance Is Indicated as yet. 

Above-normal temperatures and drying winds In Saskatchewan during 
the past week resulted in rapid progress in seeding. To date, 30 to 50 per cent 
of the wheat has been seeded as compared with 83 per cent at the same time last 
year. Between 15 and 20 per cent of the coarse grains has been sowii and about 10 
per cent of the flaxseed. Varm weather and ample moisture are promoting rapid 
germination and growth; wheat is showing above ground one week after seeding. 
The condition of fall rye and pastures Is good throughout the province. Grass- 
hoppers are beginning to hatch and wire worm damage to early seeded crops Is 
becoming noticeable. 

Favourable weather has prevailed generally in Alberta during the 
past week. The land is drying rapidly, although considerable water is still 
lying in low areas. Except for a few sections of the province wheat seeding was 
general by May 25. Southern and eastern districts are well ahead, but In the 
west and north seeding has' been hampered by excess moisture. In the Peace River 



district, abuut dO per cent of the seeding has been completed. lastures through-
out the province are generally good with live stock having come through the winter 
in fair condition. In the south of the province it is reported that while no 
pale western cutworm damage has occurred to date, the damage from this source may 
become evident during the next two weeks. There is some trace of grasshopper 
hatching but up till now insect problems generally are normal. 

Manitoba - With very little rainfall and above-nornml temperatures, 
seeding conditions have been ideal in Manitoba during the past week. In many 
southern districts wheat seeding is completed and about 50 per cent of the coarse 
grains is in the ground. Excessive moisture still prevented seeding in the 
flooded areas along the Assiniboine and in a restricted area from Morris to 
Emerson along both sides of the Red River. In northern areas of the province the 
late spring break-up seriously delayed field work and progress has been slower 
since seeding only got well under way a week ago. In genera]., moisture reserves 
are excellent and following the extreme heat of last week germination and growth 
have been rapid. The outlook is very good for hay, pastures and wintered over 
crops. 

In the area east of Winnipeg seeding is in full swing and it Is 
estimated that 60 per cent is completed. The wild oats infestation is very 
severe. Pastures and forage crops are doing very well in this district, although 
fall rye is only in fair condition. In the extreme south-west of the province 
wheat seeding is practically finished with our correspondent reporting some 
decrease in acreage0 Little oats or barley has been sown here as yet. Fall rye 
wintered well in this district and growth is rapid Pastures are good. In the 
tbodnorth area, west of Brandon, seeding is now general with about 50 per cent 
of the wheat completed. Our correspondent considers that the wheat acreage in 
this area will be somewhat lower than last year while more coarse grains and 
flax will be seeded. Soil moisture is generally satisfactory, although It is 
exces'-ive on low-lying lands and in the Assinboine Valley. 

In the Neepara area, north-east of Brandon, 90 per cent of the 
wheat is sown with 15 per cent of the coarse grains in the ground. Growth has 
been rapid in the past week. The land is still too wet in some parts of this 
district to permit field work. Grasses and legumes are in excellent condition 
here. Weeds, particularly wild oats, will be a considerable problem this year. 

In the north-west of the province, in the Dauphin district, spring 
flooding and rainfall delayed seeding about two weeks, wheat seeding, however, 
is now general with about 30 per cent sown. Some coarse grains have also been 
planted. Rapid pasture growth is relieving the scanty feed situation, Con-
siderable chick losses have been caused by the wet spring and live stock are 
reported to be in poor condition, At Swan River wheat seeding Is about 60 per 
cent completed, although only 10 per cent of the coarse grains Is in the ground. 
Growing conditions are exceilent with wet spots drying rapidly. Pasture growth 
is satisfactory and live stock appear to be in good condition. No insect damage 
of importance is reported anywhere in the province. 

Average precipitation for Manitoba since April 1 has been 49 per 
cent above normal as compared with 70 per cent above normal two weeks ago. The 
mean t emperature for the week ending May 24 was 9,2 degrees above normal. 

Saskatchewan - Seeding did not become general in Saskatchewan 
until after the middle of May but excellent progress has been made during the 
past week, Above normal temperatures, drying winds, with practically no rain-
fall, have provided ideal seeding conditions. Warm weather with ample reserve 
moisture is promoting rapid germination and g'owth. In the province as a whole, 
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30 to 50 per Cent of tiicv:net has been eo'idect 0  15 to 120 	ceni c the coarse 
grains and 10 per cent of the flaxseed. Last year at this time percentages 
seeded were wheat 83 per cent, coarse grains 58 per cent and flaxsed 38 per 
cent. 

In the southern part of the province excellent progress was made 
last week in seeding. Vheat seeding is 60 to 80 per cent completed and many 
fields are showing green with even growth. About 20 per cent of the coarse 
grains has been sown.. There is a good growth in bay fields, pasture conditions 
are excellent, and fall rye is doing well. In general, moisture conditions are 
excellent but rain will be needed soon in the region west of the Regina Clay 
Belt. One correspondent reports an increase in wheat acreage with reductions 
in oats and barley from last year. In the central part of the province rapid 
progress is also being made with seeding. Grain has come up quickly and is 
making rapid growth. Reports indicate that the growth of wild oats and other 
weeds has been rapid also. In the northern part of the province wheat seeding 
is well advanced in many areas but little coarse grains 	been sown. An 
increase in wheat acreages is indicated due to lack of suitabie coarse grain 
seed, particularly barley. A heavy infestation of annual weeds is also 
reported. Hay and pasture conditions are excellent. A report from the Dominion 
ntomological Laboratory in Saskatchewan states that grasshoppers are beginning 

to hatch and wire worm damage to early seeded crops is becoming noticoable. 
There is also some damage from heavy infetation of red turnip beetles in 
northern districts. 

Average precipitation for the province since April 1 has been 10 
per cent above normal as compared with 56 above normal two weeks ago. The 
mean temperature for the week ending May 24 was 11.8 degrees above normal. 

Alberta 	With weather conditions generally excellent during the 
past few days, Alberta farmers are working overtime to combat the effects of 
what is perhaps the latest seeding season on record in that province. The 
land is now drying rapidly although considerable water is still present in 
low spots. 1i.'ith the exception of a few areas, wheat seeding had become general 
by May 25, with southern and eastern sections of the province well advanced. 
On.May 21, a heavy rain from Red Deer south and covering the western half of 
the province caused a further delay in this area. The weather has permitted 
good seeding progress in the Peace River district. 

The Dominion Range Experimental Station at Manyberries in the 
south-eastern corner of the province reports seeding almost completed in the 
dry land farming area with 50 per cent of the grain up. Hot, dry winds are 
causing depletion of moisture reserves0 Range conditions are considered good. 
The Dominion Experimental Station at Lethbridge reports that south of the 
Goose Lake line seeding is completed at Acadia Valley, Medicine Hat and 
Foremost, and is well advanced at Taber, Lethbridge and Nobelford. In the 
balance of this area seeding is being hampered due to excessive moisture 
conditions. Winter wheat and rye show good stands with the acreage of the 
latter crop being greater than usual. Early seeded grain is making a good 
showing. Some 22,000 acres of sugar beets have been seeded to date. Consider-
able local flooding is reported from the Carinangay and Barons area er. 	..;e 
normal losses are indicated in the lamb crop, At Vulcan, recent rains further 
delayed seeding with only about 10 per cent of the wheat and 5 per cent of the 
oats and barley now in the ground. In the Hanna area about 40 per cent of the 
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wheat is seeded with ohiy a start having been made on course grains. Soft 
conditions in the fields are hindering progress but with continued warm weather 
germination will be rapid. 

In the Donalda-Stettler area, in the central part of the province, 
seeding is now general with about 25 to 50 per cent of the wheat seeded. Little 
progress has been made on coarse grain seeding as yet. Fields will be patchy 
as many low spots are still filled with water. Excellent weather has promoted 
the growth of forage crops and winter wheat and rye appear to be in excellent 
condit ions. 

In the Calgary area, excessive moisture has continued to delay 
seeding and only a small proportion is completed to date. With good weather 
seeding should be general by the end of the week. Winter wheat and rye are in 
good condition. Edmonton reports clear, warm weather during the past week with 
seeding now general although some low spots in the fields are too wet to work. 
It is expected that this condition will be overcome before the end of this 
week. All early-sown grains are germinating very rapidly. 

The Dominion Experimental Station at Beaverlodge in the Peace 
River area reports half of the wheat crop seeded with a start made on oats. 
Moisture conditions are excellent. No damage to legume crops is indicated, 
but 20 per cent winterkil'ing of fall wheat occurred in some areas and consider-
able soil erosion and flooding have occurred in some districts. The Entomo-
logical Laboratory at Lethbridge states that while no pale western cutworm 
damage has occurred so far, damage is likely to become evident during the next 
two weeks. Grasshopper hatehings have commenced but insect problems generally 
are normal for this time of the year. 

zverage precipitation for the province since April 1 has been 
72 per cent above normal as compared with 117 per cent above normal two weeks 
ago. Mean temperature for the week ending May 24 was 9.3 degrees above normal. 
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WEEKLY PRECIPITATION AND TEMPERATURE IN THE PRAIRIE PROVINCES 1948 

Freci1tation Mean Temperature 
Week ending 	Total Normal Week ending 8 am. 

Crop District Station 	8 a,m, 	since since May 24 
and Province May 	24 	April 1 	April 1 Mean 	Normal 

MANITOBA 	-- -- 	- 	 -- 
1 Pierson 	nil 	4.24 2.71 65 	88 

Melita nil 4.74 2.81 66 
askada N.R, 3.26 	/ 2.15 N,R, 

2 Boinaevain nil 4.87 2 181 N.R. 
Ninetto nil 3,21 2.99 62 
Pilot Mound nil 4.30 2.73 62 

5 Portage la Prairie nil 3.35 2.54 64 
Graysville nil 4,70 2.43 62 
Morden nil 4.10 2.67 
Morris nil 3.36 2,37 63 
Emerson nil 2.02 1.96 61 

4 WinnIpeg Trace 3,83 2.83 62 
6 Sprague nil 2.05 2.80 61 

Pinawa .06 1.28 1.79 58 
7 Virden nil 4.62 1.80 N.R. 

Rivers nil 4.58 2.41 63 
8 Brandon nil 3.87 2.36 N.R. 

Cypress River nil 2.75 2.43 62 
9 Mlnnedosa nil 3.11 2.38 61 

Neepawa nil 2.85 2.38 62 
10 Russell nil 3.15 2.04 61 

Birtle nil 3,55 2,10 64 
11 Dauphin nil 4.88 1 180 60 
12 Gimli nil 1.40 2.86 57 
15 Swan River nil 4.02 1,78 58 

The Pas .12 3.09 10 54 

].A Estevan nil 2.88 2.29 63 51 
Carlyle nil 2.22 2,66 62 51 

lB Broadview nil 2.59 2.25 62 52 
Moosomin nil 2.73 1.90 N.R. 52 

2k Yellow Grass nil 2.01 2.20 66 51 
Midale nil 2,23 2.65 64 51 

2B Moose Jaw nil 1 193 2.05 65 54 
Regina nil 2.12 1193 65 52 
Francis nil 1.48 1.45 63 50 
Qu'Appelle nil 2.18 2.58 63 52 
Indian Head nil 2.78 2.19 62 52 

3A5 Assinlbola .02 2.14 1.65 64 51 
Ceylon N.R. 2.20 ./ 3.10 N.R. 52 

SAN Chaplin Trace .94 2.44 65 53 
Coderre .02 .76 1 180 62 
Gravelbourg Trace 1.94 1.70 65 52 
Bishopric nil .63/ 1.82 67 51 

335 Instow N,R. 2,28 	/ 1,82 N.R. 51 
Shaunavon .86 3 100 1,85 64 50 
Cadillac .18 3.68 2,91 64 50 
Val Marie .78 2,70 2,02 66 50 
Aneroid .04 2.35 2.00 64 50 

3BN Pennant .02 2.56 2.34 66 52 
Swift Current .02 2.26 2 111 64 53 
Hughton N.R. 1.77 2.56 N.E. 51 
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?1EKLY PRECIFITATION AND TUitATURE IN TH} PRAIRIE PROVINCES 1948 

Prec1tatiofl Mean Temperature 

p DistriCt Week ending Total Normal Week ending 8 a.. 
and Province 	Station 8 a.m. since since Mean 	Normal 

May 24 April 1 April 1 

SA~ KATCHEN 
Mn1e Creek 1,28 2,57 2,12 64 	52 

.10 1.60 2.18 

.08 2.60 2.57 
nil 2.73 2,04 
nil 1.42 1,86 
nil 2.29 2,03 

Trace 1.91 1.63 
nil 3.21 1.97 

Trace 2.70 2,31 
nil 2,72 1,52 
nil 2.09 1.86 
N.R. ,74 	/ 2,03 
nil 2,21 1.50 
nil 1038 2,09 
N.R. .78 	f 1.47 

Trace ,75 1055 
nil 1058 1,68 
nil 2,56 1.73 
nil 1058 1183 
nil 1.40 1.68 
nil 1,44 1072 

Trace 1,46 2,10 
nil 2,73 2,71 
N.R. 1.89 2f 1.92 
nil 14 &/ 1,88 
nil 1,26 1.63 
nil 1.96/ 2,03 
1138 4.19 1,91 
.38 2,16 1,70 
.16 2,34 2,05 
nil 1.94 1.66 
nil 2,98 1,63 
nil 3 1 00 1,88 
nil 2,96 1.88 

63 
64 
60 
63 
61 
62 
61 
58 
N .R. 
63 
N.R. 
64 
61 
N .R. 
N ,R. 
64 
64 
64 
60 
N .R. 
N.R. 
63 
N.R. 
N .R. 
60 
N SR. 
56 
N .R. 
60 
64 
60 
60 
62  

50 
51 
49 
49 
51 
48 
48 
48 
49 
51 
N .R. 
50 
51 
50 
52 
52 
52 
51 
51 
49 
50 
49 
51 
N,R. 
51 
49 
51 
51 
51 
54 
51 
52 
50 

1 Taber 
Foremost 
Winnif red 
Medicine Hat 
Manyberrie s 

2 Cowley 
Macleod 
Cardeton 
Lethbridge 

3 Vauxhall 
Brooks 
Empress 

4 High River 
Vulcan 

5 Druniheiler 
Henna 

.24 3,63 2 158 61 52 

020 2,42 3,46 63 57 
.22 3007 2 156 N.R. N.R. 
,55 1,56 1,84 66 54 

.02 2.44 2.39 62 54 
1,77 3043 2 188 55 50 

1,68 6,52 2,03 59 54 
1,58 5,87 3191 55 55 

,77 4,01 2.34 59 53 
N.R. 2.57sf 1097 N,R. 53 
.86 3.12 2011 64 54 
nil ,52 2,04 67 55 
N,R, 4,03f 5,08 N.H. 50 
.88 5.42 2.27 N.H. N.R. 
.68 5,72 2.11 N.R. 51 

- 
24  64 	- - 53 - 
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EKLY PRECIPITATION AND TEMPERATURE IN THE PRAIRIE PROVINCES 1948 j 

Precipitation 	Temperature 

Crop District 	Week ending Total 	Normal Week ending 8 a,m. 
and Province 	Station 	8 a.m, 	since 	since 	May 24 

May 24 	April 1 April 1 Mean 	Normal 

ALBERTA 
5 Naco N,R. 3.01 	f 2.70 N.R, 53 

6 Olda .48 6.32 2.73 56 50 

Calgary 1,42 7.15 2.41 57 51 
Three Hills ,50 4.94 1.73 58 49 
Strathmore 446 3.94 2.17 57 49 
Gleichen .38 4.62 2,11 60 51 

7 Viking N.R. 1.16 	f 2,36 N,R, 49 
Sedgewick nil .61 	/ 1.67 61 50 
3ardisty nil 1,21 1.60 N.R. N.R. 
Coronation .28 3,36 2,09 61 51 
Hughenden nil 1.96 2.13 62 53 

8 Red Deer 099 5,84 2.79 58 49 
Lacombe N.R. 4.71 	,f 2.17 N.R. 50 
etaakiwin Trace 4,38 	/ 1.84 61 50 

Camroae nil 3.14 2.51 61 48 
Stettler nil 2,06 3,10 62 50 

9 Jasper .21 2.15 1.44 54 50 
Rocky Mountain House 1,01 7,12 2,91 57 48 
C. pr1ngda1a N,R. 6.86 	/ 2.76 N.R. 48 

10 Vegreville nil 1192 2,41 N.R. 50 
Vermilion nil 2 131 2,02 62 49 
11ydminster nil 2,55 1,64 64 48 

11 Edmonton .19 4,56 2,06 62 52 

12 Whitecourt .27 7.70 2,43 58 50 
Edson 034 6,48 1,84 58 51 

13 Elk Point nil 2,34 	/ 1.81 61 49 

14 Csmpsie nil 5.66 	/ 1,93 60 50 
Athabaska nil 1,04 le 2,08 58 50 
Lac la Biche .12 2.88 2.06 62 50 

15 High Prairie 2,08 6,11 1.62 62 49 
Kinuso N.R, 1,58 	f 1,94 N.R. 49 

Wagner nil 3 159 2.13 60 50 

16 Beaverlodge .02 5.08 1.72 59 50 
Grand Prairie .29 3.17 1 190 59 52 
Fairview .02 5.89 1.25 61 51 

17 Fort St. John _Q 2 L 1481..._L- - 	 53. 
ALRTA AVAGE 	 _____ ,42 3.84 25 501$ 

N.R. - No report. 

- Source: Meteorological Service of Canada. 

- Incomplete: not included in average. 
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