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TELEGRAPHIC CROP REPORT

Ottawa, July 5, 1949, 3 p.m, - The fourth of a series of 8 telegraphic
reports covering crop conditions throughout Canada is issued today by the Dominion
Bureau of Statistics. Included in this report 1s the seventh of a series of 13
telegraphic reports on crop conditions in the Prairie Provinces. A selected list
of crop correspondents chosen from the Dominion and Provincial Departments of
Agriculture, private crop observers and grain men, supply the information on which
these reports are based. The weather data included in this release are furnished
by the Meteorological Division, Department of Transport; Toronto.

SUMMARY

In the Maritime Provinces, crops are now growing satisfactorily follow-
ing timely rains. Haying is well under way in the Annapolis Valley of Nova Seotia
and is expected to commence this week elsewhere in the Maritimes. Good crops of
hay, potatoes and grain are loocked for.

In Quebec agricultural conditions over most of the province are about
average and the outlock is considered generally satisfactory. Recent rains have
considerably improved crop conditions over wide areas although soil moisture
reserves are still low in some southern and western sections of the province.

Hay crops in eastern regions of the province are generally excellent but from
Juebec westward yields are expected to be somewhat less than normal. Grains,
industrial and garden crops are nearly all in good condition with at least average
yields in prospect.

Crop prospects in Ontario remain considerably below average as a result
of the recent prolonged drought. During the last two weeks good rains in some
districts and showers in meny areas have checked further deterioration but moisture
conditions in central and south-western Ontario are still very unsatisfactory.
Haying is general throughout old Cntario with very poor yields but good quality.
Pastures are poor and suprlementary feeding has been reported in many counties.
Harvesting of fall wheat will be general t hroughout southern and western Ontario
during the coming week. Yields are expected to be below average and straw very
short. Prospects for spring grains are only fair to poor. In central Ontario the
outlook for field crop producticn is poor as a result of the exceptionally severe
drought conditions. Crop conditions in eastern and northern Ontario are generally
satisfactory although excessive rainfall has been received in some northern areas.
Tree fruits have weathered the drought better than most crops and the apple, peach,
pear and grape crops are expected to be larger than a year ago.

Price: $2.00 for series of 26 Crop Reports.
Data for Newfoundlend not yet available.
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Rains have fallen over wide areas of the Prairie Provinces. Crop
prospects in Manitoba remain generally excellent with material improvement indicated
in some sections of Saskatchewan and Alberta. Grain stands in Manitoba are heavy in
most areas with nearly all early-seeded fields heading or in head. Rain, however,
is required in the south-central portion of the province around Morden where
moisture supplies are still poor and lowered grain yields are anticipated. Moisture
conditions are much improved in the central part of Saskatchewan from Davidson to
Saskatoon but the situation is little changed in the dry south-central and south-
western distriets. Prospeets are favourable in eastern and northern districts and
fair to good in the west-central area from Rosetown to Senlac. Although the rains
brought some relief to the drought affected areas in east-.central Alberta, it 1is
still too early to determine to what extent the crops have benefited. Conditions
in west-central Alberta remain very dry and a tight feed situation is anticipated.
The outlook in the south-western part of the province and in the Feace River
district 1is good although further general rains will be needed to carry crops to
maturity in all parts of this province. Grasshoppers have been kept quite well in
check in the affected areas of all t hree provinces. Sawflies are in full flight
in southern Alberta and while susceptible varieties are severely infested it is
too early to determine the extent of the damage.

In British Columbia, all crops are backward at present as a result of
cool, cloudy weather and generally light rainfall. Late-sown grains have suffered
particularly. Haying is now general and while the quality is good yields will be
below average. Fall-sown grains are ripening rapidly and harvesting will begin
s00n.

Maritime Provinces - In Nova Scotlia all crops are meking excellent growth.

The grain crops promise yields 10 per cent above those of last year. Haying is well
under way in the Annapolis Valley and in the south-western areas and is just beginn-
ing in the Pictou distriet. Pastures generally are the best in years. In the
Nappan distriet, good general rains followed a week of hot, dry weather and the
prospects for all crops are now good. Haying is expected to commence this week in
New Brunswick and a good average crop is looked for. Pastures are holding up well
and grains, potatoes and root crops are satisfactory.

QEEEES ~ After a period of fairly pronounced drought, rainy weather at the
end of June considerably improved the condition of most crops. Despite this,
reserves of moisture are still low in several counties in southern and western
sections of the province. Hay making has begun with prospects differing widely
according to locality. In Gaspe,.lower 3t. Lawrence, Lake St. John and Saguenay
districts heavy hay yields are predicted but in the Quebec district and in counties
farther up the river the hay crop will apparently be below normal. Pasture conditions
are also variable. Growth is luxuriant below Quebec but much less so in the Eastern
Townships, Richelieu, Montreal and Ottawa Valley regions. Grains; industrial and
garden crops are generally in good condition with average yields in prospect.
Strawberry picking is at its height and producers report satisfactory yields.

At Ste. Anne de la Pocatiere crop growth is normal with pasture and hay
crops generally satisfactory. In the lLske St. John area some grair crops in low
lying fields have been permanently damaged due to excessive precipitation but early-
sown crops on well drained land are in very good condition and hay and pasture crops
are excellent. At Lennoxville the hay crop is only fair. ZEarly-sown grain is heading
on short straw. The corn crop appears to be in good condition but pastures are short.
Similar conditions prevail in the Hemmingford district.

Haying is under way in western Quebec with clover hay reported to be yielding
poorly. Grain crops look very promising with early-seeded fields heading out. Silage
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corn is in good condition but other hoed crops need rain. Harvesting of canning
peas will start this week. Pastures are poor.

Ontario - Good rains in some districts and showers in many areas

during the last two weeks have relieved the serious drought conditions in Ontario,
but crop prospects remain considerably below average. Moisture conditions in
central and south-western Ontario are still very unsatisfactory. Haying is general
in all but the northern district and yields are well below average though quality
is good. Pastures are poor except in eastern and northern Ontarioc.

In southern and western Ontario harvesting of fall wheat will be general
during the coming week with yields expected to be below average. Spring gralins
are maturing too rapidly and it is anticipated yields will range from below normal
to poor. In Essex and Kent counties heavy rains occurred during the last two
weeks. Crop conditions in these counties are improved with burley tobacco prospects
good but flue type only fair. The corn, soy bean and vegetable crops are reported
in good condition. ' The Dominion Entomological Laboratory at Chatham reports some
increase in grasshopper population and clover seed weevil is very abundant in
alsike and red clover. No increase has been noted in cutworm damage and corn borer
infestation appears about normal. Reports from other counties in southern and
western Ontario indicate crop conditions ranging from poor to only fair with
prospects variable within counties.

In eastern Ontario, crop prospects are generally satisfactory although
some areas report the need of rain. The hay crop is bslow average in quantity
but spring grains are promising with good colour. In Leeds and Dundas counties
gilage corn and spring grains are reported in good condition, but rains would be
beneficiel. Farther north in Renfrew county the corn crop is reported excellent
but spring grains are maturing premsturely.

Manitob& - The crop outlook is generally excellent following ample and
well distributed rains over most of the province during the past week. Grain
stands, with few exceptions, are heavy and all early-seeded fields are headed or
nearly so. Fifteen thousand acres of sugar beets have been thinned and the balance
will be completed by the end of the week. Sunflowers and corn are doing well and
the hay crop is very promising in most areas. Some alfalfa has been cut. Weeds
gusceptible to chemical sprays have been well controlled by most of the farmers
applying the treatment. Hail damage has been limited to light losses occurring
around Melita, Selkirk, Morden, La Riviere and Baldur. Some heavy local outbreaks
of grasshoppers have occurred in western areas but spraying has given good control.

In eastern Manitoba generally and in the Winnipeg district grain crops
and gardens are now in excellent condition followirng last week’s rains. Nearly all
the wheat is headed with ocats and barley in the shot-blade stage. Grass hay is
light but alfalfa and sweet clover stands are good. Fastures are improving.
Similar conditions prevail around East Selkirk, although some grain crops have
headed unevenly.

The Dominior EZxperimental Station at Morden reports wheat headed with
barley coming into head. Crops, however, are suffering from drought in this
district and rain is nceded. The pastures are dry and the grass hay crop is light.
FParther west at Melita all crops continus favourable with growth heavy and rapid.
Sub-goil moisture is sufficient for the present but a good rain would be bencficial.
At Brandon the early wheat and barley are headed. Crops on fallow are good but
only fair on stubble land. With no rain during the past week moisture would now
be welcome to maintain conditions. Local outbreaks of grasshoppers are heavy here
and spraying is necessary. In the Virden, Deloraine and Bolssevain districts
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late crops of oats and barley are severely infested with grain aphis. Farther
west at Woodnorth all crops are making satisfactory progress with moisture supplies
ample. Early-seeded wheat fields are now headed and appear to be at least one

week earlier than normel. Spraying for weed control has been effective. Forage
crops, pastures and gardens are good.

In the north-central area around Teulon crop conditions are greatly
improved due to the recent rains. In the north-western sections around Neepawa
and Swan River moisture conditions are satisfactory and crops are in generally
good condition. High winds have caused some damasge to garden and late-grain
fields in the Swan River area.

Average precipitation for the provimrc e since April 1 has been 12 per

cent below normal as compared with 9 per cent below normal two weeks ago.
Mean temperature for the week ending July 4 was 3 degrees above normal.

Saskatchewan -

Crop growth has been well maintained throughout most
districts of Saskatchewan during the past week. Penetrating rains have materially
improved prospects in parts of the central district but further deterioration has
occurred in the poor to fair stands in southern and south-western parts of the
province, It is estimated that over 65 per cent of the wheat has now reached the
shot-blade stage and about 16 per cent is in head. Only minor and very local hail
losses have been reported and while grasshopper infestation now covers large areas
control measures have been quite successful in keeping crop loss down. Live stock
are in falr to good condition except in the south and south-~west where there has
been little or no growth in pastures.

Wheat stands are good in the south-east with most early-sown fields
heading. More rain is required to prevent deterioration since there is a heavy
weed growth. Weed spraying has been done on most farms. Coarse grains and pastures
regquire moisture after last week’s drying winds.

Summerfaliow flelds are holding up well in east-central areas but stubble
crops are only fair. A report from Indian Head states that hay and pastures show
some deterioration as the result of strong drying winds last week but in general
crop prospects in this area are still very good. Many farmers are spraying to
reduce loss from heavy weed infestation.

¥heat is almost all headed at Willowbrook and all crops look very good.
No appreciable damaze of any kind has been reported from this east-central area
where recent rains have also improved pastures and crop prospects as a whols,

Crop conditions are quite variable in central districts. Good rains last
week have materially improved prospects south and east of Saskatoon proving
especially beneficial to pastures. In the districts from Davidson through Hanley
to Saskatoon some farmers are now sseeding oats and barley for green feed. While
rains in this area have been most beneficial wheat yields will be light on account
of the heavy damage that has taken place due to drought and grasshoppers. West-
central areas also received good rains last week and prospects over the district:
from Rosetown to Senlac are greatly improved. Early wheat fields are heading at
Scott, Flax is late in this area but most fields now look promising.

Scattered rains in the south-west may improve the feed and fodder
situation to some extent but prospects are poor for grain crops. Fall rye is almost
a complete failure in this area and it is too late for other grains to make any
substantial recovery. Further rains are required to fulfill fair to good prospects
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in the north-western district where recent cool and cloudy weather has helped to
maintain average stands. Fairly heavy rains over north--central districts have
promoted good growth. Crop yields as good or better than last year are expected
at Melfort. The hay crop however is light.

Average precipitation for the province since April 1 has been 13 per
cent below normal as compared with 24 per cent below normal two weeks ago. Mean
temperature for the week ending July 4 was C.3 degrees below normal.

Alberta - General conditions have improved considerably during the
past two weeks, with heavy rains over most of east-central Alberta, and 1light
rains to showers in other areas. The south-west portion of the province and the
Peace River district continue to show good prospects but further general rains
will be needed to carry crops in all parts of the province. Wheat in t he west
half of central Alberta is sixty per cent in shot blade and heading very short.
In this same area hay crops are short and in some districts cattle sre being
turned on to grain crops. Grasshoppers are becoming adult but control measures
have minimized crop damage and no serious danger is expected. Sawfly 18 reported
in full flight and susceptible varieties are being severely infested, although
it is too early to estimate the extent of this damage.

In the south-eastern districts showers have been spotty and further
rains are badly needed. At present ten to twenty per cent of early-sown grains
are beyond recovery. In this area pastures and live stock are generally good.
In the south-western section of the province from Taber west, prospects are good
and with continued favourable weather crops are expected to mske a good showing.
Grasshopper damage has been minimized in this area but sawfly damage to
susceptible varieties is reported. No serious insect problem has yet developed
in the irrigated areas. Around Vulcan wheat i3 sixty per cent in shot blade and
about five per cent headed. Farther south around Cardston, winter wheat is nearly
headed and spring crops are well in the shot blade. Pastures are good but only
enough hay for local needs was harvested.

Bast-central Alberta has had good to heavy rains but some early crops
are too far gone for this rain to be of much help. In some districts around
Stettler good rains have assured feed and present crop prospects will remain fair
with continued favourable weather. Donalda district, in the west-central section
of the province has had good rains over the past two weeks and coarse grains and
pastures should benefit considerably. The prospects for the wheat crop in this
area are now fair. In the immediate area east and south of Edmonton crop
prospects are poor. Lacombe reports the situation to be the most serious in the
past forty-one years. Stock men are turning cattle into the grain fields and the
feed situation next winter i1s expected to be seriocus. In this area, as is the
case in most of west-central Alberta, wheat and oats are heading with an average
height of eight to ten inches. At Red Deer and 0Olds, with only a few local showers,
conditions remain extremely dry. Crops are very patchy and uneven dus to the lack
of rain.

In the north-central and north-western sections of the province crop
prospects are fair to good, but further rains and warm weather are reguired to
carry crops in this area.

Average precipitation for the province since April 1 has been 34 per
cent below normal as compared with 41 per cent below normal two weeks ago. Mean
temperaturs for the week ending July 4 was 4.1 degrees below normal.



British Columbia -

In British Columbla, cool, cloudy weather has
prevailed over most of the province during the past two weeks but only light
scattered showers have been received. All crops at present are below average
especially late-sown grains, A good general rain would be welcome. Haying is
now under vay in all areas and while the quality is good, yields will be below
average. Fall-sown grains are now changing colour and harvesting should
commence shortly. In the Duncan area recent rains greatly improved pastures.
Stands of fall-sown wheat and barley, which are ripening rapidly, are excellent.
In the Prince George district the weather has been very cold and there has been
little sunshine during the past month. Crops as a result, have made very poor
growth and low yields are expected.
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WEEKLY JRECI; ITATION AND TEMPERATURE Il THE FRAIRIE FROVINCES 1849

Precipitation Temperature
Crop District iieek ending Total Normal Week ending 8 a.m,
and Province Station 8 a.m, since since July 4
July 4 April T+ Aprilad  iMean Normal
LA ITOBA
1 Pierson Nil 8, L0 6:Q7 66 64
Melita 0, 6,09 12PE 67 685
tiaskada Trace 7 .46 6,76 64 64
2 Boissevain Jigt 5,38 (30 (0 N.R, 65
Minettie bl 4,02 6.70 68 65
3 Fortage la Prairie ,40 4.43 Bl e 65
Graysville 1,01 5.43 6,86 70 €8
Liorden 02 4,30 6,682 Al 66
Altona .10 5.24 2 6.52 70 66
liorris 1.01 4,15 .24 70 66
Emerson 210 4,28 5.6 68 66
4 Hinnipeg .64 4,46 6,22 70 66
G Sprague .68 5.74 6,85 67 64
Pinawa 008 3486 4,90 G8 64
i Virden .01 7.58 5,56 66 63
Rivers .04 5,88 ST 66 64
8 Brandon .02 6,98 Gl B 67 64
Cypress River 06 5.40 .14 N.R. 65
9 Minnedosa .40 F 666 B Gl 85 64
Neepawa 43 4,93 6.3 67 64
10 Russell Nil 3,41 595 67 62
Birtle 04 5.66 5.98 64 62
11 Dauphin U2 fo1 5,12 67 683
12 Gimli 1.36 4,51 685 68 65
ik Swan River 0 00 5,07 €.03 66 Gl
The Pas ) Ll L8 5 4,51 62 ______88 X
HAIITOBA_ AVERAGE 254 5,46 (Ol (7 M6 64,3
SASKATCHIEZAN
JA BEstevan Trace 4,82 G108 67 64
Carlyle o20 5,90 €042 62 62
1B Broadview Trace 5,09 5,45 64 63
Moosomin Nil 8.42 5,55 67 63
24 Yellow Grass 028 05T, 5,98 66 64
Midale - 04 3.30 6,44 66 64
2B lioose Jaw of 1B 18 6.04 64 65
Reglna .04 4,46 5 R 64 63
Francis . .02 .60 5oty 560 62
MutAppelle o2 il 7.04 G5 64
Indian Head 01 4,15 6,86 65 6R
343 Assiniboia .16 5,00 SR 64 65
Ceylon JIE 257 744 61 64
ZAN Chaplin .01 R.49 6.58 63 64
Gravelbourg .14 1.46 2/ 5.60 64 64
Coderre .08 3,86 5,49 63 N fs
Bishopric 20 3.40 2/ 5.46 64 64
2BS Instow N.R. 1.83 &f," 5.9 N.R. 64
Shaunavon .07 230 502 64 63
Cadillac N.R. 3,58 2/ 7.50 N.R. 63
Val Harie .88 1.94 5.64 63 64
Aneroid » 28 2,110 6,30 64 63




WEBKLY TRECIPITATION AND TEMPIRLTURE IN THE FRAIRIE FROVINCES 1849 (continued)

-

Precipitation Temperature
Crop District fleek ending Total Hormal Week ending 8 a.m,
and Province Station 8 agie since since July 4
July 4 dpfil-1  Apedl 1 llean flormal
SRS ATCTIRAL
35BN Pennant .10 R.90 6,62 55 63
Swilt Current 0L 488 5.96 64 63
Hughton 20 4,00 2/ 5.56 62 62
44 Waple Creek .02 3.45 2/ 5.77 64 65
Consul .08 2.16 5,06 62 61
4B Roadene i L 5,97 G4 G
54 Leross .08 G358 6,08 58 Cl
Lipton Trgee .84 5,24 63 62
Yorkton p ol 6,95 5,62 654 62
5B Dafoe 5% 4.81 557 60 80
Foam Lake % 7.48 5.64 61 60
Lintlaw +<0 8.6% 5,63 58 60
Kamsack .12 5,37 4,88 65 62
i Davidson <46 L 4,94 60 63
Dilke .10 %.8% 2/ 5.38 H.R. HoRe
Semans .28 B 56 3.85 65 ¢0
Sirasbourg .14 6,82 o, 08 60 62
6B Ilarris 14 2,06 2/ 5.28 56 62
Cutlook 14 5,57 $80 54 65
Saskatoom T 1® 4,61 4,94 60 6a
LElbow =0 4448 5.03 64 63
Dundurn .48 4,78 65,05 62 62
TA Findersley g 4.10 4.48 61 60
Rosctown R SR 5.52 63 61
78 liacklin «06 3.94 5,63 58 6O
Scott .80 5.07 4.85 56 6l
Authilda 52 4,60 2/ 5.45 N.R. H.Re
Biggar .04 5.04 5.42 61 6e
8A Hudson Bay 54 7.408 5408 61l 52
38 Thaaboldt .08 6,05 4,66 59 61
elfort .58 5.10 5,08 59 61
94 North Battleford R+ 6,79 L 61 65
Rabbit Loke ¥ 4,75 5 AR 57 61
Prince Albert 453 B389 5,38 58 63
oB “lasaca .56 A 5.36 56 60
Island Falls Sl $a64 5,87 58 62
SASLALCILa ALl _AVIICAGE & 4,02 5408 52,0 &g 8
1 Taber i 5,09 5,07 61 N.R.
Foremost HNil 4,01 7.08 64 64
Winnifred il 488 4,83 N.R. H.R.
liedicine Hat Trace 4,22 5.04 64 65
lanyberries Tidee R.74 5,24 64 66
2 Cowley Hil 4,58 6.86 53 59
lincleod .06 6.46 29s68 61 c4
Gardston Nil 5,34 §.57 56 63
Letlbridge 0% 7.1% 6,0 58 65
3 Vauxhall .14 4.4€ 4,65 60 65
Brooks .48 4,32 4,76 60 66
Empress .8 34904 5a41 G 66
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4
WEEKLY PRECIFITATION AND TIMPERATURE IN THE PRAIRIE PROVINCES 1948 (continued)

Precipitation Temperature
Crop District Week ending Total Normal Week ending 8 a.m,
and Province Station 8 a.m, since since July 4
July 4 Aprdl 1 Pk liean Normal
ALBERTA
4 High River .56 5% 38 7.40 52 59
Vulean .68 5.24 6,14 W URe N.R.
5 Drumheller 2.50 5,65 6.12 61 65
Honna N.R. .63 2/ 6,54 N.R, 64
Naco .68 4,14 2/ 5.78 58 63
6 Olds «06 3,08 G2y 56 59
Calgaxry .82 .97 6.60 55 60
Three Hills o4 3.70 5,73 56 59
Strathmore 1,22 188 24 G.0F 56 60
Gleichen 1.02 3.08 2/ - 5.88 58 60
7 Sedgewick 1,20 <.66 5,30 58 58
Hardisty .34 -5 Ny VAR | 2 R, N.R.
Gornnation .86 On 21 4,86 57 61
Hughenden «30 2,61 T N.R. 64
8 Red Deer .06 3, i 7.48 55 58
Lacombe N.R. 2,52 2/ 6,65 N.R, 59
Wetaskiwin .48 1.78 5,99 57 59
Camrose «60 1.84 5.80 57 60
Stettler .12 84RO 6,70 60 58
9 Jasper 87 8.61 Sele 50 57
Rocky liountain House Trace B SE 6,96 51 57
Springdale N.R. B.08 2/ 748 N.R, 58
10 Vegreville .32 1,50 2/ = 0«86 N.R. 58
Vermilion 44 #.62 5.99 55 59
Lloydminster .36 R.60 4,81 S8 59
11 Edmonton «33 2.18 €.03 56 60
12 Whitecourt «28 2.46 5.94 49 59
Edson B8 887 5,68 50 87
13 Elk Point o Se 2,08 5,32 56 59
14 Compsie +«36 3.02 8/ 6,03 54 59
Athabaska .80 3.60 2/ 5,35 52 59
Lac La Biche 2,03 4,55 5.72 56 59
15 High Prairie .04 4,71 aciat 54 59
Wagner g 4,71 S.44 52 59
16 Beaverlodge .84 4.6% 4,48 52 58
Grand Prairie ol 3.29 8,98 53 58
Fairview .18 3.R0 4,11 53 58
17 Fort St, John 216 4,15 5,35 54 oML
5,79 56 .3 604

ALBKRTA AVERAGE .49 3.8%
N.R, No report.
1/  Source: ileteorological Service of Canada.

2/  Incomplete: not included in average.
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