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c0:;DITI0I: OF FIElDCROPS, flJS 30, 1950 

Ottawa, July 13, 1950, 3 p.m. - The Dominion Bureau of Statistics 
issues today its report on the condition of field crops in Canada at June 30. The 
nuiicrica1 condition is expressed as a percentage of the long-time average yield 
per acre for each crop respectively in each of the provinces. 

The numoric1 condition at 3une 30 for all Canada for all major 
field crops, with the single exception of sugar beets, was above that of last 
year at the same time. 'Theat and rye at 83 per cent and 74 per cent, respectively, 
are well above the 1949 June 30 condition level of 72 and 54 per cent. Oats (89 
POT cent), harley (85 per cent) and flaxseed (85 per cent) wele 8, 9 and 5 points 
rospectvely above the comparable figures for 1949. Mixed grains at 96 per cent, 
wore 20 points higher than at June 30, 1949. It is observed, however, that the 
une 30 condition of many crops, including wheat and rye, ms  below 1948 levels 
although oats and barley were exceptions to this, being 9 and 7 points, respec- 

'n on the same date two years ago. 

nst without exception, crops in the Maritimes*  displayed 
ratings below those of last year. Hay and clover in particular 

were low in all three provinces, due in large part to heavy winter-killing. 
2nnditions v:ere almost the reverse in the central provinces where the June 30 
ont11tion ratings for nearly every crop r':ro higher than in 1949. In Manitoba, 

duo in part to the lateness of the season, the major grain crop ratings were 
1)010w the 1949 level. At the same time to June 30 condition figures for hay and 
lovor, alfalfa and pasture were well above those of last year. 	1thout exception, 
Ji crops in Saskatchewan had higher June 30 condition ratings than in 1049, and 
'::ioat and sugar beets excepted, a similar situation prevailed in Alberta—although 
the general level of the condition ratings in this province was considerably belaw 
that or the other two Prairie Provinces. Crop conditions at June 30 in British 
Columbia showed relatively little variaticn from the 1949 situation at the same 
date. 

Condition data for all crops with the exception of spring wheat 
for the Prairie Provinces are obtained through the medium of Iports from hundreds 
of informed persons who are asked to oxprcss their opinion of crop conditions at 
Juno 30 as a percentage of the long-time c,vorago yield per acre. It should be 
pointed out that the all-Canada condition figure for each crop is an average of 
.hc provincial condition figures weighted by the estimated 1950 acreage devoted 
to the crop in each province. It is important also to emphasize that condition 
C1ure3 do not necessarily reflect ultimate yields. Any deviations from normal 

respect to weather factors, plant jiseasesor Insect infestations between 
no 30 and harvest time may lead to outtarns which will vary considerably from 
ose unurently indicated by the June 30 numerical condition figures. 

The spring wheat condition figures, based on weather factors, for 
toi (YO rer cent) and Alberta (so per cent) were somewhat lower at June 30 

* Data for Newfoundland not yet available.. 



this year than at the same time a year ago. In these two provinces the wheat 
condition was 0 and 2 points, resaectively, below the condition indicated at 
June 30 a year ago. The June 30 wheat condition rating in 3askatchnv -an, tiovnvcr, 
at 91 per cent, was 21 points above last year's rating for the same date. 

Numerical Condition of Field Crops, Juno 30, 1950 

For all Canada, the condition of field crops at June 30, 1950, 
expressed in percentage of the long-time average yield per acre, was reported as 
follows, with figures for June 30, 1949 within brackets: Fa1J wheat 90 (83); 
spring wheat 83 (72); all wheat 83 (72); oats 89 (81); barley 85 (76); fall 
rye 71 (51); spring rye 81 (64); all rye 74 (54); peas 90 (81); beans 91 (89); 
buckwheat 97 (86); mixed grains 96 (76); flaxseed 85 (80); corn for husking 9 
(90); potatoes 93 (89); turnips, etc. 91 (83); hay and clover 81 (76); alfalfa 
82 (68); fodder corn 94 (88); sugar beets 87 (98); pasture 89 (80). 

In the Prairie Provinces, the condition of the principal cereal 
crops at June 30, 1950, was reported as follows, with the figures for June 30, 
1949 within brackets: Manitoba - Veat 99 (138); oats 86 (95); barley 26 (04); 
rye 84 (90); flaxseod 86 (91). Saskatchewan - cheat 91 (70); oats 03 (82); 
barley 94 (74); rye 72 (45); flaxseed 86 (71). Alberta - Wheat 59 (61); oats 
75 (62); barley 96 (61); rye 71 (53); flaxseed 75 (65). 

Condition of heat by Crop Districts in the Prairie Provinces 

The two charts on the last page of the report show the condition 
of the spring wheat crop within crop districts of the Prairie Provinces as it 
existed at June 30, for 1950 and 1949. For Alberta and Saskatchewan the charts 
are directly comparable as between the two years. In Manitoba, however, the 
numerical condition of wheat in 1950 is based on a long-time average yield of 
17 bushels per acre whereas in 1949 the basis was 16 bushels per acre. Vhe crop 
district condition figures are based on the more important weather factors 
affecting the growth of the viheat plant, including precipitation during the 
preceding autu.nn period, and rrecipitation and temperatures durthg the months 
of April, May and June. 

The sharp difference in wheat condition between adjacent crop 
districts as shown on the charts is an inherent characteristic where crop 
district averages of condition are employed, and the true gradations of 
condition must be inferred. The condition figures are expressed as percentages 
of the long-time average yields of wheat f or each province, and therefore th 
condition of wheat as shown in the charts is not directly comparable as between 
provinces. It should also be noted that while condition in any crop district 
may be low or high relative to the long-time provincial average, this does not 
necossarily represent an abnorit1 situation. A low (or high) condition in any 
crop district relative to the long-time provincial average may represent a high 
(or low) condition relative to the long-time crop district average. 

The condition of wheat in Manitoba at June 30 was 09. The crop 
district condition figures were above the provincial normal in all areas except 
crop districts 3 and 13 which were only slightly below normal and crop districts 
i t  2 1  6 and 8 which were significantly lower. Seasonal rainfall to Juiie 30 was 
above average in all crop districts except 13 but temperatures were well below 
average throughout the province. Compared with last year at this time, the 
condition figures were the same or lower in every crop district except Non. 4, 
5 and 12. 
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The Sasktchouun wheat condition at June 30 was 91 par cent of 
ho 1on-i:o irovincial normal. The condition firuis ware oThove the provincial 
ral in only the eastern and northern crcp districts. The low condition in the 

:cith-ccntral districts was due priraaril't to the lack of preseasonal rainfall. 
rting temperatures wore well below normal during all three months in all crop 

districts. The usually dry southern districts had above-average rainfall. 
Jheat crop conditions were good or better than at the sane time last year in all 
districts except Nos. 5 and 8 in the northeast. 

The Juno 30 concliticn of wheat in Alberta was 59 per cent of the 
provincial normal, significantly below the condition fiures for the other two 
Prairie Provinces. The numerical condition of wheat as based on the provincial 
normal, was below 100 in all crop districts. Below normal Treseasonal rainfall 
combined with a vor7 dry spring in practically all districts depressed the 
condition figures below those of the sane time last year in all except the north-
eastern districts. Cron district 2 in the •xtreme southwest was the only area 
south of idmonton in which the condition of wheat at June 30 approached normal. 

cat,her ucarv for the Prairie Provinces 

Precipitation and torper"turo data in the Prairie Provinces are 
compiled initially on a crop district basis. The averages for these districts 
are then weighted by wheat acretge of the previous year in the respective 
districts to obtain provincial acreage-weighted averages of precipitation and 
tpor:'uros. 

reseasonal rainfall was unfavourable in practically all districts 
of 	:I inskatchewan. Alberta crop district 14 had a preseasonal 

.l inches above normal, the other districts wore from 0.1 to 3.4 
inches below normal, making a provincial average nearly 1.5 inches below normal. 
Only one crop district in Saskatchewan had abovo-ncrnal presoasonal precipitation, 
namcl GA with an excess of 0.2 inches. The province had an average of 3.3 inches 
or 0.6 inches below normal. Manitoba had a presoasonal precipitation of 11.1 
inches, 0.1 inch above noml. Crop districts 2, 8, 10 and 13 wore below normal. 
The rango was from 3.7 inches below normal in crop district 8 to 7.4 inches above 
normal in crop district 12. 

With the exception of Manitoba and southern Saskatchewan, current 
seasonal rainfall in the Prairie Provinces followed in general the pattern of 
presensonal rainfall. In Manitoba, May and June rainfa1 was above normal in all 
crop districts except No. 13 which had a deficiency of 1.8 inches. Rainfall in 
the remaining districts ranged from 2.4 to 38 inches above normal. Sas]catchow.n 
April-May rainfall rangeJ from normal to 2.3 inches below normal in all districts 
except GB and 7A whore it was just slightly above. The greatest deficiencies 
occurred in the southeastern, northwestern and northcentral districts. Alberta 
suffered from a verr low spring rai nfall in practically all districts. The 
Peace River was the only area with above normal rainfall and this excess was less 
than half an inch. All other districts had a spring rainfall wirying from 1 to 
over 3 inches below normal. The deficiencies did not occur in any one month but 
were spread over the whole season. 

Spring l;emeeratures in Manitoba and Saskatchewan have been, without 
exception in any district, well below normal. Alberta temperatures were also 
cite low in iIpril and May, although they were above normal during June f or many 



central and northern districts. The mean •pril temperature for Manitoba, crop 
district 13, in the northwest was 1.6 degrees below normal. The renaming 
twelve districts ranged from 5.3 to 9.5 degrocs below the April normals. Crop 
district 13 temperature was 0.6 degrees below normal during June, the remaining 
districts varied from 1.4 to 5.0 degrees below normal. The mn tenporatur 
for April and May in the Saskatchewan crop districts varied from above 2 to 7 
degrees below normal. The Juno temperatures varied from about normal to 4.5 
degrees below normal, the widest variation being recorded in the southern 
districts. The .pri1 and May moan temperature varied between the Alberta crop 
districts from normal to over 4 degrees below normal. June temperatures wore 
s1i -ht1y below normal in the four southern crap districts and in crop district 
9, the woatcentral district. The other districts varied from approximately 
normal in the Calgarr and east central districts to 3 degrees above normal in 
some of the northern areas. 
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I. CONDITION OF FIZLD CROPS AT JTJNE 30, 1950  AS COMPARED WITH flJNE 30, 1949  AND 1918 
Note: 100 = Long-time Average Yield per Acre 

Province 	 June 30 	 Province 	 June 30 
and Crop 	 1950 	1949 	1948 	

td 4rop 	
1950 	1949 	1948 

CANADA 
P.C. P.C. P.C. 

Fall wheat 90 83 97 
Spring wheat 1' 83 72 95 
All wheat 83 72 95 

Oats 89 81 80 
Barley 85 76 78 
Fall Rye 71 51 79 
Spring Rye 81 64 75 
All Rye 74 54 78 

90 81 90 
91 89 96 

Buckwheat 97 86 96 
Mixed Grains 96 76 96 
Flaxseed 85 80 83 
Corn, Husking 92 90 94 
Potatoes 93 89 95 
Turnips, etc. 91 83 93 
Hay and Clover 81 76 94 
Alfalfa 82 68 92 
Fodder Corn 94 88 94 
Sur Beets 87 98 90 
Iastu.re 89 80 97 

F INCE. 

 

1D;1A.RD ISlAND 

pring Theat 88 95 94 
Oats 87 96 95 
Barley 84 94 93 
Buckwheat 87 102 98 
Mixed Grains 84 97 93 
rotatoes 91 98 96 
Turnips, etc. 74 92 94 
Hay and Clover 61 97 106 
Fodder Corn 89 99 97 
Pasture 69 107 110 

NOVA SCOTIA 

Spring Wheat 81 95 75 
Oats 92 94 76 
Barley 87 94 64 
Buckwheat 92 100 92 
Mixed Grains 90 96 60 
Potatoes 98 95 78 
Turnips, etc. 90 96 81 
hay and Clover 78 90 99 
Fodder Corn 94 100 75 
Pasture 92 96 105 

N1 	BRUN1ICK P.C. p.C. P.C. 

Spring wheat 92 98 97 
Oits 94 96 93 
&rley 92 98 91 
B€ans 87 95 85 
Buckwheat 90 96 93 
IIxed Grains 91 97 91 
Pctatoes 93 95 95 
Tt.rnips, etc. 91 96 86 
Hey and Clover 71 88 102 
Fcdder Corn 87 LOO 82 
Pesture 82 99 100 

allBBEC 
Siring Wheat 95 92 96 
Oats 97 94 96 
Barley 96 93 98 
Spring Rye 95 90 95 
Peas 94 91 99 
Beans 95 93 98 
Buckwheat 99 92 98 
M1ced Grains 99 93 101 
Potatoes 97 93 102 
Turnips, etc. 98 93 96 
Hay and Clover 85 87 95 
11.lIalfa 84 85 97 
Fo.lder Corn 104 95 95 
Suar Beets 102 95 102 
Pa9ture 87 91 97 
ONFARIO 
Fall Wheat 90 83 97 
So:?ing Wheat 91 75 90 
/dl Wheat 90 82 97 

0a:s 96 74 92 
Ba:1ey 95 73 90 
Fa:L1 Rye 94 86 98 
Peas 90 76 95 
Beans 91 88 96 
Buekwheat 96 79 95 
M1:ed Grains 97 70 95 
F1xseed 93 85 88 
Corn, Husking 93 90 94 
Potatoes 94 83 98 
Turnips, etc. 92 71 95 
hay and Clover 82 60 91 
A.1I'alfa 82 65 94 
Foc.der Corn 92 86 95 
Su;ar Beets 88 95 94 
PaE:ture 93 64 96 

/ Includes condition figures for Prairie Provircea based on weather factors. 
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I. CONDITION OF FIELD CROF3 AT JbT -E 30,  1950  hS O0}IPARED WITH JUNE 30, 1949 AND 1948 
(concluded) 

Province 
and Crop 1950 

June 30 
1949 1949 

Province 
and Crop 1950  

June 30 
1949 1948 

P.C. P.C. p.c. P.C. P.C. P.C. 

MANITOBA JLBEA 

Spring Wheat 	/ 108 113 Spring 	heat 	/ 59 61 74 
Oats 82 Oats 75 62 16 
Barley 86 94 87 Barley 76 61 76 
Fall Rye 82 90 93 Fall Rye 68 53 )1 
Spring Rye 91 90 89 Spring Rye 74 54 76 
All Rye 84 90 92 All Rye 71 85 

Peas 92 89 84 Peas 74 71 85 
Buckwhebt. 91 87 91 Mixed Grains 74 61 70 
Mixed Grains 88 91 91 Flaxseed 75 65 82 
Corn, Husking 88 90 86 Potatoes 76 68 83 
Flaxseed 86 91 90 Hay and Clover 64 46 88 
Fotatoes 88 93 89 Alfalfa 65 51 89 
Hay and Clover 97 86 92 Fodder Corn 90 59 73 
Alfalfa 94 88 90 Sugar Beets 82 100 88 
Fodder Corn 83 90 88 Pasture 63 

46  
9 

Sugar Beets 88 100 84 
Pasture 105 89 90 

SCVAN BRITIi C0LU1BIA 

Spring 	heat 	/ 91 70 93 Spring theat 83 85 85 
Oats 93 82 68 Oats 85 83 88 
Barley 94 74 72 Barley 85 80 81 
Fall Rye 67 37 73 4pring Rye 90 91 98 
Spring Rye 87 68 71 Peas 88 90 90 
All Rye 72 45 73 Beans 90 92 93 
Peas 87 74 76 Mixed Grains 87 87 88 
Mixed Grains 88 78 71 Flaxseed 84 85 80 
Flaxseed 86 71 75 Potatoes 90 87 92 
Fotatoes 89 82 84 Turnips, etc. 88 86 89 
Hay and Clover 91 67 78 Hay and Clover 88 85 101 
1falfa 94 75 79 Alfalfa 92 87 103 
'odder Corn 90 82 78 Fodder Corn 90 91 95 
Pasture 94 66 80 Isture 85 87 105 

/ Condition figures based on weather factors. 
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