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Intended Acreage of Principal Field Crops in Canada,* 1953

On the basis of their intentions at April 30, Canadian farmers plan
little or no change in 1953 from last year's seeded acreages of wheat, mixed grains
and potatoes. Barley acreage is expected to set a record for the second successive
year while decreases are indicated for the areas seeded to oats for grain, flaxseed
and spring rye. Farmers in the Prairie Provinces indicate an increase of 3 per cent
over 1952 in the area to be summerfallowed.

The combined acreage of spring and winter wheat in Canada for harvest
in 1953 is placed at 25.9 million acres, virtually unchanged from 1952. Continued
expansion of barley acreage is indicated, with the 1953 intended area, 8.8 million
acres, surpassing last year's record 8.5 million by more than 4 per cent. Offsett-
ing the indicated increase in barley acreage is an expected decrease of slightly
more than 4 per cent in this year's acreage of oats for grain, anticipated seedings
of which are placed at 10.6 million acres as against 11.1 million seeded in 1952,
The combined acreage of fall and spring rye is indicated at 1.3 million acres, the
same as in 1952, but intended flaxseed acreage, at l.1 million acres, is 150,000
acres lesa than last year.

Basic data for the estimates of intended acreages in 1953, winter-
killing and condition of fall-sown crops and tame hay, and progress of spring
seeding as presented in this report were obtained from the annual April 30 survey
of the Bureau's crop correspondents conducted in co-operation with provincial
departments. It must be emphasized that intended acreages are merely indicative
of farmers' plans at the end of April, and that acreages actuwally seeded,
may yary considerably from the intentions figures, depending upon conditions affect-
ing seeding subsequent to April 30. In view of the relatively small proportion of
seeding completed by April 30 this year and the adverse seeding conditions existing
throughout most of the country during the first half of May fairly substantial
changes from original acreage intentions may occur. A preliminary estimate of the
area sown to field crops in 1953, based on the Bureau's annual June 1 survey, is
scheduled for release on July 29.

Yheat The indicated acreage in Canada for all wheat (spring and winter) for

harvest in 1953 is placed at 25.9 million acres, a decrease of less than
half of one per cent from the 1952 area. Intended spring wheat seedings at 25.2
million acres, are down slightly from last year's 25.3 million but this decline
has been partially offset by the increased acreage seeded to winter wheat in
Ontario last fall. Saskatchewan, with an indicated decrease of one per cent from
the 1952 level of 16,4 million acres, is the only one of the Prairie Provinces
where a measurable change from last year's wheat acreage is expected. In the rest
of Canada, spring wheat acreages are expected to show slight declines in all
provinces except Nova Scotia and New Brunswick. Ontario's wheat acreage is placed
at 750,000 acres (all but 35 000 of which is winter wheat), an increase of 9 per
cent over 1952,

*Excluding Newfoundland for which annual estimates are not available,
5502-514: 20=5-53.
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Oats for Grain, Ipgjcated decreases in the 1953 acreage seeded to oats for grain,

Barley and increases in barley, and no change in mixed grains will result in

Mixed Grains a small net decrease in the total area seeded to the major feed
grains in Canada this year. The area intended for ocats for grain,

at 10.6 million acres, is down slightly more than 4 per cent from last year, with

decreases indicated in Quebec, Ontario and the three Prairie Provinces. The
prospective barley acreage, at 8.8 million acres, is more than 4 per cent above last
year's record 8.5 million. Expected increases of 200,000 acres in Alberta and
173,000 acres in Manitoba are the major factors in the indicated over-all increase
in barley acreage this year. The acreage intended for mixed grains, grown princi-
pally in Ontario and Quebec, is placed at 1.6 million acres, the same as in 1952,

Rye The area intended for spring rye in 1953 is placed at 421,100 acres, some q
16 per cent below last year's level of 499,600 acres. The indicated

decrease in spring rye acreage, however, was offset by an increase in the area

seeded to fall rye in 1952. The fall rye acreage, accounting for two-thirds of the

total, is placed at 841,000 acres, an increase of 11 per cent over the area seeded

in the fall of 1951. The indicated combined area of fall rye and spring rye, at

1.3 million acres, is practically unchanged from 1952.

Flaxseed Decreases in the area seeded to flaxseed in 1953, ranging from 2 per

cent in British Columbia to 15 per cent in Manitoba, are indicated in
all flax-producing provinces. This year's intended flaxseed acreage is placed at
1.1 million acres, with the decrease in Manitoba accounting for 89,000 acres out
of the total indicated decrease of 150,000 from 1952.

Potatoes Little or no change is indicated in the potato acreage planned in all
provinces in 1953. 1In five provinces - Prince Edward Island, .
New Brunswick, Quebec, Alberta and British Columbia - intended acreages are the
same as the acreages seeded in 1952, Slight decreases, ranging from 1 to 4 per
cent, are indicated for the other provinces. As a result, the all-Canada
prospective potato acreage, at 292,000 acres, is slightly below the 1952 area of
294,200 acres.

Summary of Acreages For all Canada, the intended acreages for 1953 as reported
Intended for Principal at April 30, are as follows, with the 1952 acreages within
Crops and Summerfallow brackets: Spring wheat 25,176,400 (25,345,000); oats for

grain 10,599,700 (11,062,400); barley 8,846,800 (8,477,400);
spring rye 421,100 (499,600); mixed grains 1,560,600 (1,570,100); flaxseed 1,056,100
(1,206,500); potatoes 292,000 (294,200). :

Corresponding figures for the Prairie Provinces are as follows: Three
Provinces - Spring wheat 25,040,000 (25,204,000); oats for grain 7,124,000 (7,560,000);
barley 8,518,000 (8,145,000); spring rye 421,100 (499,600); flaxseed 982,000
(1,124,000); summerfallow 21,930,000 (21,245,000). Manitoba - Spring wheat 2,368,000
(2,368,000); oats for grain 1,530,000 (1,611,000); barley 2,338,000 (2,165,000); spring
rye 10,600 (10,600); flaxseed 504,000 (593,000); summerfallow 2,669,000 (2,669,000).
Saskatchewan - Spring wheat 16,268,000 (16,432,000); oats for grain 3,059,000
(3,362,000); barley 2,644,000 (2,64,,000); spring rye 316,000 (363,000); flaxseed
342,000 (380,000); summerfallow 13,176,000 (12,430,000). Alberta - Spring wheat
6,404,000 (6,404,000); oats for grain 2,535,000 (2,587,000); barley 3,536,000
(3,336,000); spring rye 94.500 (126,000); flaxseed 136,000 (151,000); summerfallow
6,085,000 (6,146,000). .

)



- A

Intended Acreages of Principal Field Crops and Summerfallow at April 30, 1953
as Compared with Acreages in 1952

Province Area 1952 Intentiohs
and Crop % of 1952 Area 1953
acres acres
CANADA
Winter wheat 1/..eveeeecss 650,000 110.0 715,000
Spring wheat 2/ secnocense 25,345,(”0 99.3 25,176)[4-00
All wheat eevseesvovonece 25,995,m0 9906 25,891,1400
Qats for gra.in 20000000000 11,062,14-(” 95'8 10,599,700
Barle'y ©e900050000000000000 8,&77,400 104.4 8,8&6,800
Fa.ll rye 2/ seecoocessncee 757,7% lll.O 8141’100
Spring TY€ cecesevccovcccoe 499,600 84.3 hzl,loo
All Iye e0c0000000000CCa0 1,257,300 100.14. 1,262,2“)
Mixed grains eseccoccocccocs 1,570,100 9.4 1, 560, 600
Flaxseed .ccescococsecocsoe 1,206,5(” 87.5 1,056,100
Potatoes cccoCBeceso00ROESS 29‘}’200 990 292,000
Sumerfallow &/ e0ocoocecew 21,2165’w0 10302 21,930,%0
PHINCE EDWARD ISLAND
Spring wheat ceeeeecsscscs 3,700 96 3,600
Oats for grain e®c000es000 96,000 101 97,%0
Barley 2800000000000000000 h,200 100 14,200
Mixed grains cooceecscecsscse 71,200 1C1 71,900
Potames eces0sesseLOtOOR O 33,‘}00 100 33,1}00
NOVA SCOTIA
SprincAEEat rle sl s 5o o ols 900 100 900
Cat A L8N EREID. '.oe 500 0 + ors 50 56,100 101 56,700
Barley ©9000000000000000 80 3,700 96 3,600
Mixed grains «ccoeeccessce 9,800 oY 9,500
Potatoes e0cess0C0Ce00G OO 12,000 96 11,500
NiW BRUNSWI CK
spring WRIEATN Srals oo ¢ 0.0+ e 0icTe 2,800 100 2,800
Oats for grain 9eso00s0c0ee 155,000 102 156,000
Barle‘y ®esses00C000ONNCOEO0DN 10,300 101 lO,L..OO
Mixed grains vevseecscocee 7,6(0 99 7,5“)
Potatoes 0Ce8 000 0OORORODOC0 &2,7“) 100 h2,700

1/ Seeded in the fall of the preceding year; Ontario only.
2/ Includes relatively small acreages of winter wheat in all provinces

other than Ontario,

3/ Seeded in the fall of the preceding year; includes small acreages of
spring rye in Quebec, Ontario and British Columbia.

4/ Prairie Provinces only.
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Intended Acreages of Principal Field Crops and Summerfallow at April 30, 1953
as Compared with Acreages in 1952

Province Area 1952 Intentions
and Crop % of 1952 Area 1953
acres acres
QUEBEC
Spring Bt 18 o oralle ol Siain. o 11,100 88 9,800
Oats for grain .c..eee.e 1,363,000 99 1,349,000
B S b o 6.0 0006 0w o 60,800 95 57,800
Fall TY€ sececcececreccco 3,500 100 3,500
MIed 2rains ...co003800 218,000 98 214,000
PEESERRE 2. - - - 4% o rmc s o0 91,700 100 91,700
ONTARIO
Winter wheat sevcevcoces 650,000 e =" 715,000
Spring wheat ecoccccceses 36,700 96 35,200
All Wheat s%2sescenrcooec 686,700 109 750’200
Oats for grain ceceecess 1,732,300 99 1,715,000
Barley esccsec 2RO IDTRON 202,7(X) 98 198,600
Fall Y€ escecessccccoas 71'#’7% 93 69,500
Mixed grains ceevessosce 1,128,700 100 1,128,700
Flaxseed s¢ces000COGOEORE 75;100 89 66,800
i (O 56,10C 98 55,000
Spring wheat ...cccsesee 2,368,000 100 2,368,000
Oats for grain .essecees 1,611,000 95 1,530,000
Barley €000 ceGe0i0P s E 2,165,000 108 2,338,000
Fall TV esescovsansense ld.;,lOO 150 66,200
Springr'ye sesendrasssee 10,600 100 10,600
All Y€ sccovecaceecas 51&,7(” lhO 76,800
Mixed grains 26000006080 36,600 95 34,800
Flaxseed ¢ccossocsecoces 593,000 85 50[¢,OOO
Potatoes Ttee00esasBsEsse 17,300 99 17,100
SmerfalNiow ", clie e o oie e 2’669,000 100 2,669,000
SASKATCHEWAN
Spring wheat «.ececncess 16,432,000 99 16,268,000
Oats for grain ecscccocee 3,362,000 91 3,059,000
Barley ..ccoeesecececccs 2,644,000 100 2,644,000
Fall TYE erecsecceconecs 379,000 111 421,000
Spring FY€ ceceesceccence 3633000 87 316’000
All Y€ scsvsnsescense 742,%0 99 737)000
Mixed gra.ins eesscssnee e 21"500 91 22,300
BlaEead soosensoceeinals 380,000 90 342,000
Potatoes scsecesssceccnss ll;,lOO 97 13,700
Summerfallow .eececsesocs 12,430,000 106 13,176,000
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Intendsd Acreages of Principal Field Crops and Summerfallow at April 30, 1953
as Compared with Acreages in 1952

Province Area 1952 Intentions
and Crop % of 1952 Area 1953
ALBERTA acres acres
5pl'ing Wh»eat etemrencoscoseROOEOES 6,1&014.,(»0 lm 6,1-}014,000
Dats for grain 4s st tscecnanerean 2,«587_90“) 98 2)535’000
Barley Ceeen00sres b OO s BN RER D 3,3360000 106 3,536,000
F‘all rye 8883006 8000NCO00COEROO0E 25[;(,000 110 279,000
Spring rye $0000ELOPOOCO0GEOESOE 1269000 75 914.,500

All Iye 00.-0.‘0'.""000.!00000 380pr 98 373,500
Mixed grains $ee0CcBPCOsOO e BOQ 71,300 98 69,900
Flaxseed ceeceosccoossscsoescanoe 151v000 S0 136,000
Potatoes 09 200CC000CREEIEIOECELORSS 16<7OO 100 16,700
Slmlmerfallow P00 OB OORSIT SRS OCCO 6’1!‘6’\@ 99 6,085,m0
BRITISH COLUMBIA
Sprj.m wheat PP 0 E eV eOD PSRRI E Re 85?800 98 Bh,lm
Dats for grain esecevcivececcencee 100,000 100 100,000
.5arley eeesPee s bR rOO0COEDDI SIS 50;700 107 5!},3)0
Fall rye O @ P00 S POOO0OCO0O PSS ERTSERS 2914-00 80 1’900
jﬂued grm‘ns S PE SOOI PREEDYPOOO RSO 2"‘-& 83 2’0%
Flaxseed e P OO DORINOPISORTOEAI LIPS SO 7,400 98 7,300
PQt»atOes FhtE s e000bea0t ERereteee 10,200 100 10,200

Indicated Acreage Changes from 1952 in the Prairie Provinces
HPra%rie Manitoba Saskatchewan Alberta
13 frovinces
- acres -

N A T o C TP R - 1614,0(:0 - - 16&,000 -
Dats fOr grain seoepree -~ L}Bégmo — Blg(m 1 303,0()0 — 52,0m
Barley sEesCceeescRecE - 3733(xx) + l73y(m = e 2%,0“)
Rye sstesetsrrenrorrcce + 10,6@ + 22,100 - 5,000 - 6,5%
Flaxseed sevecerdencane b lhzgom CJ 89’000 - 38§m - 15’000
sumrfallow cerseveose + 685,000 - 714-650w - 61,000

1+

Winterkilling of In Ontario, where most of Canada‘s winter wheat is grown, it
Winter Wheat. Fall is estimated that 6 per cent of the area seeded in the fall of
By= and Tame Hay 1952 was winterkilled, compared with an estimated 8 per cent

of the area seeded in the fall of 1951. Winterkilling of
fall-sown rye by provinces, with the previous year's figures in brackets, 1is
estimated as follows: Quebec, 3 (1); Ontario, 3 (4); Manitoba, 4 (4); Saskatchewan,
L (%); Mlxerta, &4 (7); and British Columbia, 2 (3).

During the winter of 1952-53 the following percentages of tame hay
screag®s are estimated to have been winterkilled, with the corresponding figures
for the previous winter in brackets: Canada, 5 (6); Prince Edward Island, 7 (5);
Weva Scotia, 4 (3); New Brunswick, 10 (4); Quebec, 4 (7); Ontario, 6 (6);
Manitoba, 3 (5); Saskatchewan, 2 (3); Alberta, 2 (3); and British Columbia, 3 (4).

Condition of Winter This year, as in 1952, correspondents were asked to report

Wheat, Fall Hye the condition of winter wheat, fall rye and tame hay in

znd Tame Hay their neighbourhood at the end of April as being below
average. average or above average for that time of year,

In Ontario, the maler wivtsr «heat produsing ares, 9 per coat of the corrsspomiants
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raporting on thne condition of winter wheat at the end of April this year indicated
that the condition was below average, while 63 per cent reported average and 28 per
tent above-average conditicnse Comparatle percentages Tor April 30, 1952 were 14,
&3 and 23, respectively,

Percentagas of 2orréspundent s repemting bhe vondition of tame hay
and fall rye in each of the three condition categories as at April 30, 1953 are set
sut in the accompanying table together with comparable figures for April 30, 1952.
With the exception of Nova Scotia, a greater proportion of correspondents in each
province reported below-average conditions for tame hay at April 30, 1953 than a
vear earlier. Deterioration in condition as compared with a year ago was
narticularly marked in Manitoba where half the courrespondents reported condition
of tame hay as below average at the end of April this year. Only three provinces,
NMova Scotia, Quebec and British Columbia, registered increases in the proportion
of correspondents reporting above-average conditions as compared with 1952. The
eondition of both fall rye and tame hay at the end of April this year appears to
bave been poorer in the Prairie Provinces than in the rest of Canada. In the case
of fall rye, larger proportions of correspondents reported above-average and
fewer reported below-average conditions in Quebec, Ontaric and British Columbia
tinzn 1n 1952 while the opposite was true in the Prairie Provinces,

Parcentages of Correspondents Reporting Condition of Tame Hay and Fall Rye
as Below Average, Average and Above Average at April 30, 1952 and 1953

Tame Hay Fall Rye
FProvincs =
Below Above Below Above
__fiverage “fyerage Average Average Mperash Average
29352 1953 1952 1953 1952 1953 1952 1953 1952 1953 1952 S
., 1 8 59 71 40 21 - - - - - -
B vouw 9 2 59 53 32 45 - | - - o -
¥Be .... 3 30 64 61 E 9 L - - - ~ - -
L e R L T - T | L 34 18 66 &8 3 28
ke ... 7 15 60 66 33 19 13 i T 68 16 21
Man. .... 14 50 56 49 30 3 14 32 55 63 31 5
Sask, ... & 28 49 68 L7 4 7 20 55 72 38 8
BEhe il 7 28 66 '@ XN 6 W25 61, 59 L/ AaEEE
B.C: ... O 11 80 59 20 30 20 9 80 T3 0 18

Progzress of Seeding Relatively little progress had been made with seeding
operations by April 30 this year except in socuthwestern

Ontario and in some southern districts in Manitoba and British Columbia. Although

gonsiderably less acreage had been seeded by April 30 this year than at the same

time in 1952, seeding was further advanced than at the end of April, 1951 in

Ontario, Manitoba and Saskatchewan.

BEstimated Percentages of Total Intended Acreages of Spring Wheat, Oats and Barley,

Ontario and Western Canada, Seeded by April 30, 1951 - 1953

Spring Wheat Oats at Barley
Provi e 1951 1952 1953 19250 1952 = 19ag 1951 1952 1955
e .. » 30 11 3 5/ 29 . agh ol T 27
Hiino e0oe00 3 68 ?1 * 26 5 l 26 6
Bhsk, ..00 o 27 IR L4 11 o : 10 2
Aita. ecco 3 16 ol 2 8 » 3 6 *
BeCo ccooo 21 23 6 26 19 13 12 12 9

® lesa than 1 per cent.
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