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INTENDED ACREAGE OF PRINCIPAL FIELD CROPS IN CANADA,* 1955

R On the basis of their intentions at March 1, Canadian farmers plan
substantial increases over 1954 in the acreage seeded to oats, barley and flaxseed
: and slight to moderate increases in spring rye, mixed grains, and potatoes. These

indicated increases are largely offset by prospective decreases of 2.4 million
acres in land for sumrerfallow in the Prairie Provinces and 0.6 million acres in
the area seeded to spring wheat. Reduced acreages seeded to winter wheat and fall
rve last auturmn also provide soms of the area for the increase in area planned for
feed grains and flaxseed in 1955.

Basic data for the estimates of intended acreages in this report
were obtained from the annual acreage intentions survey of the Bureau's crop
corresponderts conducted in co-operation with provincial departments. The survey
was formerly made at April 30 and the report issued about May 18. Advancing the
survey date to March 1 should, it is hoped, increase the usefulness of the report
in helping farmers and others make suitable adjustments in plans for the 1955
seasoh. However, it is emphasized that intended acreages are merely indicative
of farmers' vlans at March 1, and that acreages actually seeded, therefore, may
vary considerably from the intentions figures, depending upon conditions before

ang Zuring 8sding.

f number of factors appear to have influenced the shifts in
acrsages mmong crTops as indicated in this report. Current price relationships
and marketing quota arrangements in the Prairie Provinces may have had some
influence on the swing toward coarse grains. It is also observed that the
indicated shift into coarse grains,varticularly in Saskatchewan, is most marked
in those districts where the incidence of wheat rust was heaviest in 1954.
However, weather during the seeding season will, as usual, be a most important
determinant of acreages actually seeded. In many parts of the country a smaller-
than~usual amount of fall cultivation was done and additional time will be
required to complete this work before seeding begins. Throughout much of Western
Carada and parts of Eastern Canada moisture reserves are abnormally high and,
while this condition is desirable from the standpoint of plant requirements, it
could well prevent realization of current acreage intentions unless weather
corditions during the seeding season are unusually favourable.

: Additional factors, such as the availability of good quality
seed and the possible effect of this report itself on farmers' plans may
contribute to changes in acreages currently indicated., An estimate of the area
actually sown to field crops in 1955, based on the Bureau's annual June survey,
is scheduled for release on August 5.

*Excluding Newfoundland for which these estimates are not available,

. Prepared in the Crops Section, Agriculture Division
53302=514: 16<3-55

Epyond Crovrze, CM.G., 0.A., D.S.P.,, Queen’s Printer and Controller of Stationery, Ottawa, 1954.
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The largest individual shift indicated in use of Canadian crop land
in 1955 is the reduction of 2.4 million acres in summerfallow area in the Prairie
Frovinces from the record level of 25.3 million acres in 1954. The sharp increags
in surmerfallow acreage in 1954 resulted from fammers' inability to carry out
their original seeding plans due to adverse weather conditions, and the indicatad
decrease in summe rfallow acreage for 1955 represents, in large part, a return to
more normal cultivation practices., This year's indicated summerfallow area, at
22.8 million acres, is only slightly above that of 1953 and about 1.2 million
acres above that of 1951.

The other major acreage reduction from 1954 is indicated for the
area seeded to spring wheat. The intended area for this crop is slightly less
less than 23,0 million acres, revresenting a decrease of 0.6 million acres or
2.6 per cent from 19%4. Vhen combined with the area seeded to winter wheat last
fall, the indicated total for all wheat is 23.6 million acres, a decrease of
2.8 per cent from 1954,

If farmers' current plans are realized, the area seeded to barley
in Canada in 1955 will reach a record 9.8 million acres, an increase of almost
2 million acres or 25 per cent above that of 1954. The indicated area for oats,
at 11.2 million acres, is up 1.0 million acres or 10 per cent from last year,

Acreages planned for flaxseed and mixed grains are slightly under
1.7 million acres for each. However, the flaxseed acreage represents an indicated
increase of 38 per cent over 1924 while that for mixed grains is up by only 1.8
per cent. Increases are also irdicated for spring rye, at 222,00C acres (25 per
cent ), and potatocs, at 306,000 acres (4 per cent}, but a decrease of 5 per cent
is planned in tha airea plat ad Lo soybemns, currsnhtly indicated at 242,000 aores,

Wheat I farmers' suvremt plancs Are ysalized, sl acywsags La Tsnads dn

1955 will register the third consecutive annual decrease., On the
basis of farmers' intentions at March 1, the acreage seeded to spring wheat will
be slightly less than 23.0 million acres, a decrease of &00,0C0 acres from 1954.
An indicated decrease of 840,000 acres in Saskatchewan is almost entirely
responsible for this year's lower acreage, considerably more than offsetting
increases planned in Manitoba, Alberta and British Columbia.

The combined acreage of spring and winter wheat, at 23.6 million
acres, will, if realized, be the smallest since 1945 and will be about 10 per
cent below the five-year (1945-1953) average of 26.3 million. Ontario's winter
wheat acrease, based on the preliminary estimate issued last November, is
placed at 639,000 acres. The relatively small amount of winter wheat grown in
other provinces is included with spring wheat for the purpose of these estimates.

Qats for Grain, Increases are indicated in the acreages to be seeded in 1955
Barley and to each of the three major feed grains. The area intended for
Mixed Grains oats for grain, at 11.2 million acres, is up 1C per cent from
1954 and is virtually the same as the five-year average.
Increases are indicated for all provinces except Prince lkdward Island where a
decrease of 3 per cent is expected and Quebec where there is no change.

A record barley acreage of 9.8 million acres is in prospect for
1955, An area of the size currertly imdicated would be about 25 per cent
higher than last year's arca of 7.9 million, 30 per cent above the five-year
average of 7.6 million, and 10 per cent above the previous record of 8.9 millien
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in 1953. The major part of the over-all indicated increase of almost 2 million
acres is in Saskatchewan where intended barley acreage is up by almost 1.3 million
acres or 56 per cent over last year's total. Increases are also intended in

Alberta, Manitoba and Ontario. Moderate decreases are imdicated in each of the
Maritime Provinces and Quebec, while no change is indicated in British Columbia.

An over-all increase of less than two per cent is indicated for
mixed grains, with the area currently placed at 1.7 million acres. Increases
are imdicated in each of the Prairie Provinces and in Prince Edward Island and
Nova Scotia. However, no change is in prospect in Ontario, which accounts for
68 per cent of the total area, nor in New Brunswick, while decreases are
anticipated in Quebec and British Columbia.

Rye The area intended for spring rye in 1955 is placed at 222,000

10 acres, up by 25 per cent over last year's low level. However,
the decrease of almost 16 per cent in the area seeded to fall rye last autumn
was sufficient to cause an over-all decrease of about 7 per cent in the combined
acreage of fall and spring rye. The indicated all-rye acreage, at 790,000 acres,
is some 37 per cent below the five-year average of 1,249,000 acres.

Flaxseed With the exception of Ontario, where a decrease of 5 per cent is
indicated, moderate to substantial increases in flaxseed acreage

are in prospect in each of the flax-growing provinces. The indicated total of

almost 1.7 million acres is 38 per cent above last year's area, is double the

five-year average of 828,000 acres, and is the highest since 1948. Prospective

increases range from 10 per cent in British Columbia to 64 per cent in

Saska tchewan.

Seybsans The soybean acreage intended for 1955 in Ontario, the only province

growing this crop on a commercial scale, is placed at 242,000 acres,
& ¢screase of about 5 per cent from last year's 254,000 acres. If this decrease
miterializes, it will be the first time since 1944 that soybean acreage in the
province has failed to register an increase.

Potatoes With the exceptions of Ontario, Saskatchewan and British Columbia,

where no change is in prospect, slight to moderate increases are
planned for potato acreages in 1955. The all-Canada total, currently placed at
309,000 acres, is 4 per cent above the 1954 level but about 7 per cent under the
1949-1953 average of 332,000 acres.

Sunmary of Acreages For all Carada, the intended acreages for 1955 as
Intended for Principal reported at March 1, are as follows: Spring wheat,
Crops and Surmmerfallow 22,954,200 (23,556,80C); oats for grain, 11,177,000
(10,160,600); barley, 9,814,800 (7,855,900); Spring
rye, 222,000 (178,000); mixed grains, 1,661,%0 (1,632,600); flaxseed, 1,665,000
(1,206,000); potatoes, 309,000 (296,200).

Corresponding figures for the Prairie Provinces are as follows:
Three Provinces - Spring wheat, 22,828,000 (23,437,000); oats for grain,
7,679,000 (6,715,00C); barley, 9,524,000 (7,568,000); spring ryc, 222,000 (178,000);
flaxseed, 1,636,000 (1,177,000); summe rfallow, 22,845,000 (25,253,000). Manitoba -
Spring wheat, 2,123,000 (2,035,000); oats for grain, 1,680,000 (1,510,000); barley,
2,327,000 (2,202,000); spring rye, 5,000 (5,700); flaxseed 515,000 (444,000);
summerfallow, 2,723,000 (3,100,000). Saskatchewan - Spring wheat, 14,700,000
{15,540,000); oats for grain 3,360,000 (2,851,000); barley, 3,600,000 (2,313,000);
spring rye, 179,000 (138,000); flaxseed, 85,000 (518,00C); sunmerfallow, 13,570,000
(ll*’679’000)° Alberta - Spring wheat, . 005,000 (5’862,OUU)503t8 forgrain,2,639,000
(2,354,000); barley, 3,597,000 (3,053,000); spring rye, 38,000 (34,300); flaxseed,
271,000 (215,000); summerfallow, 6,552,000 (7,474,000).
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Intended Acreages of Principal Field Crops and Summerfallow, Canada,

as at March 1, 1955, compared with Estimated Acreages, 1952-1954

Seeded Area 1/

—

Intended Area, 1955

Province
and Crop as %
1952 1953 1954 Area of 195L
acres acres acres acres per cent
CANADA
Winter wheat 2/ ..... 650,000 732,000 710,000 639,000 90.0
Spring wheat 3/ ..... 25,345,000 24,780,600 23,556,800 22,954,200 97 .4
All wheat .veveen.e 25,995,000 25,512,600 24,266,800 23,593,200 97.2
Oats for grain ...... 11,062,400 9,8%,000 10,160,600 11,177,000 1300
Barley ec.csvocccesens 8,477,400 8,911,100 7,855,900 9,814,800 124.9
Fall rye &/ o o Hbo 0ok T2 /80 1,031,200 672,500 567,700 84 .4
SEEEINRYE! e sitle 2 shete 501, 200 463,000 178,000 222,000 124.7
All Iye es 000 SR OCAOSE 1,273’&0 1,A9A,ZOO 8%,500 789,700 92.9
Mixed grains .coeccoo 1,570,100 1,445,400 1,632,600 1,661,500 101.8
Flaxseed .ceccesceccee 1,129,500 972,000 1,206,000 1,665,000 138.1
SOYbeans ccceesesvsce 172,000 216,000 254,000 242,000 95.3
Potatoes 00000 O eERPOORES 296’800 321,100 296’200 309’000 101'503
Summerfallow 5/ ..... 21,245,000 22,764,000 25,253,000 22,845,000 90.5
PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND
SpI’ing meat s e s00000 3,700 2,900 3,300 3,300 100
Oats for grain ...... 954,000 106,200 97,600 95,000 97
Barley G0 ecoeses0Qs e l+,200 l},800 3’800 3’500 92
Mixed grains ...cceco 71,200 70,200 78,700 82,000 104
Bafatoes .« ceseooeden 36,000 39,000 37,000 40,000 10¢
NOVA SCOTIA
Spring wheat ..es0cee 900 1,000 1,000 1,000 100
Oats for grain eecsee 56,100 55,800 54 4 600 55,000 101
Barley sesncosessecsso 3,700 3,000 2,500 2,1-}00 95
Mixed grains .....eee 9,800 9,400 10,100 11,000 109
Pot at0€5 eevesocsvocs 12,000 12,400 11,300 12,000 104
NEW BRUNMSWICK
Spring wheat ........ 2,800 2,700 3,200 3,200 100
Oats for grain ..cce.. 155,000 152,000 153,000 158,000 103
Barley coeccececesnss 10,300 8,900 9,100 8, 500 93
Mixed grains cceecseo 7,600 7,200 8,000 8,000 100
Potatoes cecececcenne 42,700 48,400 45,600 47,500 104

1/ Except for summerfallow.

2/ Seeded in the fall of the preceding year; Ontario only.
3/ Includes relatively small acreages of winter wheat in all provinces other

than Ontarioc.

4/ Seeded in the fall of the preceding year; includes small acreages of spring
. rye in Quebec, Ontario and British Columbia.
5/ Prairie Provinces only.
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Intended Acreages of Principal Field Crops and Summerfallow, Canada,

as at March 1, 1955, compared with Estimated Acreages, 1952-1954

Brovinrce
and Crop

QUEBEC

Spring wheat ........
Oats for grain .e.e.e
ERiGHONS % < shls « soYs - [o7
Fall I'y‘e esrsevsssose
Mi xed N@railmis’” Silsie. o% -
Potatoes ..ccevcconccs

ONTARIO

Winter wheat ...cc.. 5
Spl"ing Wheat ces0essoe

ALL WHEat 'L o0 oferatime
Gat.s. fOr beradil soiee oo
Barley secsescscscsse
Fall xye LG B A O B B B ]
Mixed grains ..cesese
BAResEladl il g i o ons o5
S50ybeans ceeececsccse
Potatoes ceecvsccccee

MANITOBA

Spring wheat ......es
Qatissfor grain ...ses
Barley esssc0ssonsnse
Fall TY€ scsesvsssesvo
SDring 'Y€ secs000sse

ANBL rave Bietas. s i chielDle
Mixed grains .ccoscse
Flaxseed .ceeevsesccce
Pobatia osi e s o0 oo
Summerfallow ceeecoso

SASKATCHE VAN

Spring wheat .evceees
Oatis ‘for grain .eccess
Barley tececesnvvesce
Fall rye .sccececoscns
Spring rye ceeesscsces

Al Ty€ Jeessessese
Mixed grains s.csevees
Flaxse€d ceescsescncs
Pot. atoes es 0008 00es 0
Gusherfallow seseesac

Seeded Area l/

Intended Area, 1955

—_—

1952 1953 1954 Area as %

of 1954

acres acres acres acres per cent
11,100 11,100 11,300 10,700 95
1,363,000 1,380,000 1,371,000 1,371,000 100
60,800 56,500 53,100 52,000 98
3, 500 2,700 2,800 2,500 90
218,000 202,000 209,000 205,000 98
91,700 100,000 92,000 95,700 104
650,000 732,000 710,000 639,000 90
36,700 33,500 31,000 31,000 100
686,700 765,500 741,000 670,000 90
1,732,300 1,548,000 1,685,000 1,734,000 103
202,700 171,000 1y, 000 149,000 103
Tl 700 75,000 90,000 85,500 95
1,128,700 1,017,000 1,130,000 1,130,000 100
75,100 41,000 19,000 18,000 95
172,000 216,000 251,000 24,2,000 95
56,100 63,000 56,500 56,500 100
2,368,000 2,208,000 2,035,000 2,123,000 104
1,611,000 1,412,000 1,510,000 1,680,000 111
2,165,000 2,365,000 2,202,000 2,327,000 106
58,800 120,000 78,700 78,700 100
12,200 15,000 5,700 5,000 88
71,000 135,000 8L, 400 83,700 99
36,600 33,300 38,300 40,000 104
500,000 420,000 blidy ;000 515,000 116
17,300 18,800 17,100 18,000 105
2,669,000 2,845,000 3,100,000 2,723,000 88
16,432,000 16,100,000 15,540,000 14,700,000 95
3,362,000 2,721,000 2,851,000 3,360,000 118
2, 644,000 2,745,000 2,313,000 3,600,000 156
379,000 500,000 315,000 261,000 83
363,00C 316,000 138,000 179,000 130
742 ,0C0 816,000 453,000 440,000 97
24, 500 22,800 35,600 39,000 110
380,000 342,000 518,000 850,000 16k
1,100 12,800 11,160 11,100 100
12,430,000 13,544,000 14,679,000 13,570,000 92

1/ Except for summerfallow.
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Intended Acreages of Principal Field Crops and Summerfallow, Canada,
as at March 1, 1955, compared with Estimated Acreages, 1952-1954

Seeded Area 1/

Intended Area, 155%

Province
and Crop as ¢
1952 1953 1954 Area of 1954
AEEEEEQ acres acres acres acres per cent
Spring wheat ..e00v4s 6,404,000 6,340,000 5,862,000 6,005,000 102
Jat@Sor grain .....s 25585000 2,357,000 25,394,000 2,639,000 b1k
Bale SR R L AT, » ot | S 35385000 3,489,000 3,053,000 3,597,000 115
Fall I'ye LRI S A A B S Y ) 2524,000 328’000 181,000 136,000 ’;/S
SIPING IYE vevevveees 126,000 132,000 34, 300 38,000 i
All Iye ®0ce0sce0r 00 380’000 1+60,000 215, 300 1714»’000 81
IEEEE . CrAINS Voo io vee 71,300 80,600 120,000 144,000 120
Flaxseed ...ceve0snee 167,000 164,000 215,000 271,000 126
ROESMEICS 1« c o 00 0e s oo 16,700 15,400 15,400 18,000 31 g7
Surmerfallow .......o 6,146,000 64,375,000 7 3474,000 6,552,000 88
BRITISH COLUMBIA
Spring vheat ....000¢ 85,800 81,400 70,000 77,000 110
Oats for grain ceccees 100,000 98,000 84,400 85,000 101
BABley! Jeecescsacsone 50,700 67,900 75,400 75,400 100
Fall rye ..cocscseeso0 2,400 5,500 5,000 4,000 80
Mixed grains ...ccece 2,400 2,900 2,900 2,500 86
LT e R 7,400 5,000 1C,000 11,000 11¢C
EGHABOIES 15Fes o o0 o o ¢ 0ne 1G, 200 11,300 10,200 10,200 100
1/ Becept for smmweriellow.
DIddcated Acrsage Chnages drom 195, in the Prairdia Provinaas
Crop Manitoba Sask atchewan Alberta Pigiﬁtzs
- acres -
IR oo aB o Suiee o s s + 88,000 - 840,000 + 143,000 - 609,000
Oats for grain ..... + 170,000 + 509,000 + 285,000 + 964,000
BAETE Lo o s o o a2 arsiorsio + 125,000 + 1,287,000 + 544,000 + 1,956,000
R.ye S eer ot estesesOEN — 700 L d 13,000 - hl,BOO - 55,000
Flaxseed s0 0080000 + 71,000 * 332’000 + 56,000 + L|,59’000
Summerfallow c.ecees - 377,000 - 1,109,000 - 922,000 - 2,408,000
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