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SECOND ESTIMATE OF THE COMMERCIAL, PRODUCTION QOF FRUITS
AND KuwORT ON COMDITIONS OF FRUIT CROPS IN aUGUS

Appleg: Latest estimates placed the 1955 apple crop at 17.98million bushels, 3.5 million
bushels or 24 per cent greater than last year. Indications pointed to larger crops in
all producing provinces. Although the greatest proportional increase 1s anticipated in
New Brunswick where the 1955 crop is expected to be 80 per cent above that of last year,
the larg~st absolute increase in output is looked for in Nova Scotia where, if the crop
forecast f 3.6 million bushels is realized, production will be more than 1.5 million
bushels above last year. Increases of 2?3 per cent in Ontario, 27 per cent in Quebec and
6 per cent in British Columbia are also forecast.

Pearg: The 1955 pear crop is estimated at 1.4 million bushels, 13 per cent above 1954.
Increases of 12 per cent and 13 per cent are indicated in Ontario and British Columbia
respectively. The present estimates are slightly smaller than those of last month in
both of the two principal pear-producing provinces,

Plumg apd Prupeg: The most recent estimates indicate a 1955 plum and prune crop of
768,000 bushels, 7 per cent above that of last year. Increases are expected in both
British Columbia and Ontario,where most of these fruits are grown,as well as in Nova Scotia.

Peacheg: The 1955 peach crop is estimated at 2.7 million bushels, 11 per cent above
that of last year. A three per cent decline in the Ontario crop was more than offset
by a very substantial increase in British Columbia where this year's production is
more than double that of 1954. Last year's peach production in British Columbia was
amuch smaller than usual due to spring frost damage.

Apricotg: The apricot crop, produced entirely in British Columbia,is now estimated
at 180,000 bushels, 53 per cent above last year.

Cheryies: Cherry production this year now stands at 516,000 bushels, 3 per cent higher
than in 1954. The Ontario crop of 402,000 bushels was two per cent below last year
but the British Columbia output of 114,000 bushels was 27 per cent above last year.

)1/ Material in this release is based on reports made on crop conditions during the
latter part of awgust,This report wzs prepared in the Agriculture Division of the
Douminion Bureau of Statistics from information received from the various Provincial
Departmentsof Agricul ture and the Canada Department of Agriculture. The material

for Ontario was submitted bty the Ontario Committee on Fruit and Vegetable Statistics.
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Strawberrieg: Revised estimates during the last month have placed the 1955
strawberry crop ut 22.5 million quarts, 20 per cent below that of last year.
Production was up in the Maritime Provinces end Ontario but down in Juebec
and British Columbia.

Raspberries: Latest figures indicate that the 1955 raspberry crop was 12.3
million quarts, 4 per cent below the previous year. Production was up in
the important producing area of British Columbia where the 9.6 million quart
crop was 4 per cent greater than in 1954, more than offsetting declines in
production in Ontario, Jquebec and New Brunswick., There was also an increuse
in production in Nova Sceotia.

Loganberries: The loganberry crop produced entirely in British Colurbia was
estimated at 1.5 million pounds, 39 per cent highii than last ye:rr.

Grapes: Latest estimates place the 1955 grape crop at 27,6 millicn pounds,
6 per cent below 1954. If tle estimate of £5.6 million pounds far Ontario

is realized, production will be 4 per cent below last year while in British
Columbia the twe million pound crop will exceed that of 1954 by 12 per cent.

Regiopal Summery

Marjv Prov, : Latest estimates indicate an apple crop in Hova Scotia of

3.6 million bushels, €7 per cent greater than in 1954. Recent rains have improved
moisture conditions and the fruit was sizing and developing satisfactorily although
colouring had been btackward. It is expected, however, that with the more adequate
moisture supplies the colour will improve. Insects and apple scab were well under
control and a crop of above average quality was expected. It is anticipated that
picking of early vareties including Gravenstein would be general by about September
2th. The New Brunswick apple crop estimate of 450,000 bushels is also substuntially
above that of 1954 being £0 per cent greater. The fruit was showing good sizing
and colour and growing conditions during the lutter part of August were described
as excellent. Insects and diseases were well under control in commercial orchards.

Nova Scotia pear orchards were showing goed prospects in late august.
Although the fruit was developing satisfactorily, the croo was described as
irregular. Harvesting was expected to start during the first week of September.
Indications pointed to an outturn of approximetely 45,000 bushels, 12 per cent
above 1954. The plum crep was being harvested during the latter part of August
with production estimated at 30,000 bushels, 50 per cent above that of last year.

The Nova Scotia raspberry crop has been placed at 40,000 quarts, 20
per cent above last year. This was somewhat lower than earlier expectations since
hot, dry weather, particularly in the Annapolis Valley area, during the picking
season reduced the yield. The New Brunswick raspberry crop is estimated at 45,000
quarts, 10 per cent below that of 1954. The blueberry crop in Nova Scotia was
not expected to exceed that of last year due to lower yields in Cumberland County
bacause of drought. Strawberry estimates for the three Maritime provinces remain
unchanged from those published in the last report. |

Quebec: Latest estimates on apple production in Quebec remain unchanged from those of
last month and indicate a crop of 3.2 million bushels, 27 per cent above that of

1954 . Reports indicate that the fruit is generally sizing and celouring well. Seme
codling moth damage is reported. |

Strawberry production alsoe remains unchanged at 5 million quarts, 41
per cent below the 1954 output of ©.5 million quarts Rasplerry produciisn was also doviig
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300 000 juarts, 14 per cent below last year. Small fruit crops were seriously reduced bty
drought conditions in Juebec this summer.
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Qutario: Latest estimates indicate increases over 1954 in this year's Ontario production
of apples, pears, plums and prunes as we!l as strawberries. Howewer, a small decline in
peaches, cherries and grapes and a more sutstantial reduction in the raspberry crop are
indicated. Hot, dry weather prevailed throughout most of the province during the early
part of aAugust. In Eastern Ontario four inches of rain fell during the week of August
7th throughout most of the fruit growing district while on August 13th a general rainfall
broke the drought in Western Ontario. The wind storm accompanying the rain on aAugust 13th
caused some damage to fruit orchards, particularly properties situated on the lake front
in the Niagara District. Reports indicate, however, uinat the overall benefits outweighed
damage. By August 15th all crops were making rapid recovery from the drought and prospects
were nearly normal.

The mid-August outlook was for an apple crop of 3.2 million bushels, 23 per cent
above that of 1954. Sizing resumed with the rain. Early varieties were either harvested
or in the process or being harvested in the more advanced areas. The later varietles
were reported to be showing some colour. Some local damage and loas due to the wind storm
at the middle of August was reported. It is anticipated that the pear crop will reach
746,000 bushels, 12 per cent above last year. BEy august 15th a heavy crop of Dartletts
was nearly ready for picking in the Niagara district, Norfolk County and the Burlington
area, The quality was good except for some frost russeting in the early areas. Clapps
Favourite were moving to market in quantity and a substantial volume of Kieffers was
sizing as were all the other varieties. In BastemOntario conditions suggested a heavy
crop of Bartletts and as a result the fruit will be on the small side. The plum crop
in western Ontario was affected by the drought to a greater extent than other tree fruits
and crop prospects shrank somewhat during August. Estimstes at August 15th were for a 516,
000 bushel crop, 6 per cent ligher than in 1954. By August 15th the Burbanks and "early
medium blues" were ready in volume. In Eastern Ontario small size was reported due to
dry weather earlier in the season, with early varieties in good supply on local markets.

Latest estimates indicate a peach crop of 2.1 million bushels, 3 per cent smaller
than last year. Drought and heat had hampered sizing and brought about a considerable
gmount o -ne =sided ripening by the middie of August. Hot weather hastened maturity and
the normal ripening intervals of the different wvarieties was not as apparent as usual
this year. As a result an unusually heavy voiume reached the market by August 15.

The total cherry crop was estimated at 402,000 bushels, 2 per cent below the 1954
production. Western Ontario sweet cherry orchards produced a2 heavy crop of excellent
size and quality. The output of 87,000 bushels was 30 per cent above last year's crop.
Sour cherry production was down considerably in the Niagara District which more than offset
increases elsewhere, especially in the Georglan Bay area. Total production of this fruit
was 295,000 bushels in Western Ontario. In Eastern Ontario sour cherry oroduction, at
18,00 bushels, was 40 per cent above 1954. This was a better crop than had been anticipated
sarlier in the season due to the fruit having sized well in most orchards.

Latest estimates place the strawberry crop at 2.6 million quarts, & per cent above
that of last year. Production was up in Westerm Ontarioc and down very considerably in the
Bastern Counties where the crop of 633,000 quarts was only 55 per cent of that harvested
in 1954. Dry weather wus largely the cause of this reduction. In western Ontario,
rmantitions were seriously affected by the heat, with stolon formation being very slow;
nowever plants wWere showing improvment after the rains of August 13th. Latest estimates
place the 1955 raspberry crop at 2,3 million quarts, 27 per cent below 1954. This reduction
is attributed to heat and drought in July. A grape crop estimated 2t 25.6 million pounds
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was 6 per cent down from last year. The earliest varieties were expected to be
harvested immediately after august 15th. All other varieties showed satisfactory
developments except for localized hail damage and some berry moth in certain vineyerda.

British Columbia¢ The weather throughout British Columbia was generally fine and varm
during august with some very hot weather in the interior. All crops benefited but the
season is still unusually late. Latest estimates indicate increases in the production

of all fruit crops this year, with the exception of strawberries. The upple production
estimate at €.98 million bushels is 7 per cent above last year. All varetles are

sizing well. Harvesting of Transparent and Duchess is nearl” >ver and Wealthies are almost
ready. Losses are reported dus to scab in some orchurds in the Kootenay area, Pear
production at €31,000 bushels is 13 per cent above 1954. Some Bartletis have been
harvested at the southern end of the Okanagan Valley. All varetles are sizing well.

Indications point to & plum and prune crop of 222,000 bushels, 6 per cent
over 1954. Peaches at 597,000 bushels, are 120 per cent up from last year. This
increass is dvue to the fact that the 1954 crop was much smaller than usual having
been drastically reduced by spring frost that year. The early varietles of peaches
are nearly finished and the "V's" are starting in most districts. The apricot crop,
estimated at 180,000 bushels is 53 per cent greater than in 1954. Harvesting of
apricots was under way in the Summerland area during the latter part of August and was
finished at the southern end of the Valley. quality and size were described as excellent
in the Penticton districte The 1955 cherry crop in British Columbia has been placed
at 114,000 bushels, 27 per cent above that of last year.

Strawberry production at €.4 million quarts was 31 per cent below that of 1954.
Infestation of two-spotted mites and aphids are reported in the Lower Mainland straw-
berry plantations. The raspberry crop, at 9.6 million quarts was 4 per cent above last
year. Raspberry picking was practically over in the Fraser Valley by August ?2nd. Fruit
mould in some areas caused losses but cleared up with drier weather which saw sn improve-
ment in the quality of the fruit. By August 22nd the harvesting of loganberries was
underway in the Fraser Valley and well past the peak on Vancouver Island., This crop
was estimated at 1.5 million pounds, 38 per cent above last ysar. Grape production
in British Columbia, estimated at almost 2 million pounds, will be 13 per cent higher
than last year.
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Second Bstimate of Fruit Production, 1955, with Comparable
Figures for 135
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£ind of Fruit

Production in Volumetric Units

Production in Tons )/

Unit 1954 1955 1954 1954
'000 '000 tons tons

Canada -

Apples bu. 14,500 17,921

Pears bu. 1,20 1,422 32,525 35,550

Plums and prunes bu. 716 768 17,900 19,200

Peaches bu. 2,425 2,683 60,625 67,075

Apricots bu. 118 180 2,950 4,500

Cherries bu. 500 516 12,500 12,900

Strawberries gt 27,971 22,479 18,633 14,847

Raspberries qt. 12,848 12,265 9,178 8,862

Loganberries 1b. 1,056 1,463 528 732

Grapes - 92,774 87,596 46,387 43,798
Prince Edward Island =

Strawberries qt. 780 790 488 494
Nova Scotia =

apples bu. 2,5 3,600

Pears bu, 40 45 1,000 1,125

Plums and prunes bu. 20 30 500 750

Strawberries qt. ya S 825 L4T 516

Raspberries qte 3% 40 2 25
New Brunswick -

Apples bu. 250 450

Strawberries qt. 775 850 48/, 531

Raspberries qt. 50 43 A 28
Juebec -

Apples bu. 2 ,500 3 ,175

Strawberries it 8,500 5,000 5 y 3z 3,125

Raspberries qt. 350 300 219 188
Ontario =

‘Lpples buo 3 ’071 3 ,779 )

Pears bu. 664, 746 16,4600 18,650

Plums and prunes bu. 486 516 12,150 12,900

Peaches bu. 2,15 2,086 53,850 52,150

Cherries bu. 410 402 %0 P50 10,050

Strawberries qt. 7,992 8,638 45995 5,399

Raspberries qte 3,170 2,306 1,981 1,441

Grapes 1b. 91,000 25 600 45,500 42,200
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Second Bstimate of Fruit Productiopn, 1955, with Comparable
Figures feo y

Production in Volumetric Units Production in Tops 1/
Kind of Fruit ,

Upit 1954 1955 1984 . 1955

'000 '000 tons tons
British Columbia -

Apples bu. 6,588 6y977
Pears bu. S5 631 134985 1847705
Plums and prunes bu. 210 222 5,250 5,550
Peaches bu. 271 597 6,775 14,925
Apricots bu. 118 180 2,950 4,500
Cherries bu. 90 114 2,250 2,850
Strawberries qt. 9,209 6,376 6,907 4,782
Raspberries qt. 9,232 9,574 6,924 7,180
Loganberries 1b. 1,056 1,463 508 732
Grapes 1b. 1,774 1,996 827 998

Y The original estimates secured by the Bureau were stated in measures of volume
(except loganberries and grapes). These were converted to tons at the following
rates; 1 quart of strawberries or raspberries = 1.25 pounds (except in British
Columbia where the rate of 1 quart = 1.50 pounds was used) and one bushel of
all other fruits = 50 pounds (net weight.)



