L~ =
?

Ak BHLATE :
VSl ST I Publlshedms ﬁﬁjth é mﬂji. EULER, M.P., 18

Minister of Trade qnd Q = § ‘

r"} [/ 1 oy
wMEPASPRESE. . 7

SoarTi ok S OF‘ smnsncs - CANARAL. - joo.t OFTH
‘ AGRICULTURAL BRANCH &

ominic Stetistician: B e Seafiall ThDR, FOR.S.C,, P 508, (MoTha)
Chief, Agricultural Branch: T. W. GFindley, PRiD.
In Charge, Horticultural Statistics: Jo. S MeGiffin, (BAS. A

Fruit and Vegetable Crop Report

Ottawa, September 22, 1937 ~ The Dominion Bureau of Statistics in co-operation with
the Fruit Branch of the Department of Agriculture and the Provincial Departments of
Agriculture issues to-day a report showing the condition of fruit and vegetaoble crops
throughout Canads with prospects for the current season., Preliminary estimates of pro-
duction are given along with the revised estimates of the 1936 fruit crops,

SUMEARY

Prospects for fruit crops in Caneda continue bright., With thc exception of
pears and cherries, all commercially grown fruits in Cannde heve produced larger crops
this season than last year, Substantial increases were made in the production of
apples, peaches, strawberries, raspberries and grapes, Plums made a moderste gain
while the falling off in Ontario's pear production was not wholly offset by the increasec
in British Columbia. As a result of the hot dry weather which prevailed in the Mari-

“ime Provinces and to & lesser extent in Ontario, crops matured earlier than usual and
the export season for epples commenced sbout two weeks shead of last year, No major
epidemic of disease or insect pests affected the quality of the crops and on the whole,
fruit was of distinectly better quality than a year ago. Generally speaking, weather
conditions throughout the season favoured the normal development of the crops although
boisterous geles which swept Nova Scotian orchards in the fore part of September,
shook a lot of fruit from the trees end resulted in considerable loss, Present con-
ditions in all provinces are favourable for the harvesting of fruit crops and for the
development of high colour and good size in late varieties of apples. Vegetable crop
growth has been normal in most areas of production, The canning tomato crop in
Ontario has not come up to earlier expectations but is nevertheless substantially
above that of last year with the factories still operating. Late crops of all root
vegetables promise well with heavy ylolds of potatoes in prospect,

Note: =~ Where condition figures are quoted in the following
reports, the basis is as follows: 1l-poor; 2-below
average; J-average; 4-above aVerage; S-exceptional-
ly good,

PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND

Under the influence of the hot dry weather which has continued since early
July, fruits have failed to size and colour normally. Some trees are commencing to
show the effects of the long dry spell. Plums and early epples began to appesr on the
local markets around the first of the month but yield and quality are below normal. In
the better cared for orchards the effects of the extreme wecther are less noticeable
but many farm orcharde will have little or no crop,. Vegetables have suffered even
more severely than the frult crops es a rosult of the hot dry conditions. Yield pros-
pects for late potetoes have fallen sharply since the early part of August while the
crop of marketable turnips will be considerably reduced, some estimntes running about
50 per cent of last year's crop.

NOVA SCOTIA

Dry weather which characterized the previous month continued through late
Adugust end early September. Temperatures romained unseasonably high until the end of
the first week of September when cooler weather helped to develop the colour on apples
which up till that time had been rather poor, The hot dry conditions fajiled to affect
sizing adversely but hastened the maturity of the fruit which in general is ripening
ot least a week earlier than usual. Insect and fungus injury has been light during
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rocent weoks clthough therc is a fair amount of scab showing up whorc spraying was not
sufficiently thorough. Gravenstcin and Stark are the varictics mostly affected,

3 While the crop hes continuod to bear out earlicr cstimctes as to its sizc,
*i.ous damngo wos dono by hoavy winds which swept the orchards on Soptombor 12 cnd 14,

Wnores orchards worc heavily londed, losses wore confined moinly to tho border treoes
scme of which lost nearly half their crop. In orchards bearing only moderate crops
and with a high pcrcentage of such varietios as Blenheim, Grocning, Follawater and
Stark, tho losses ran much higher since thesc trces wore shaken morc sovorcly than those
heavily laden. The total losscs rosulting from those wind storms is estimnted at
600,000 barrecls or about 25 per cent of the crop. About half this quontity hed alroady
been picked beforo the storm struck. Rains which accompenied tho wind storms should
aid the development of thc romnining fruit,

Previous to tho storm, cll important verieties with the exception of Spy
showed promisc of ylelding considerably larger crops than last season with the total
yield more than 25 per ccnt cbove that of 1936, While the windfells will not be a
totel loss, tho amount of fruit awvailable for export will be considerably reduccd with
a conscquont heavy diversion to proccssing plants and domestic merkets.,

Pears and plums have devcloped normally and are generally of good gqunlity,
Total yiold of both these fruits will show a roduction from last yoar,

All morkots have becon well suppliod with local vegetablos. The tomato crop
wes heavy and of good quality, bringing satisfactory returns to growers. Potatocs
have boon turning out woll although the later crops are showing the c¢ffects of tho
long dry period. Turnips alse have suffered considerably and arc bedly in noed of
rain to keop them growing.

NEW BRUNSWICK

Unusunlly werm weather with scanty reinfall extonded throughout August and
into carly Septomber. Whilc these conditions have not interferod with thc sizing
of fruits, crops are meturing ehead of their normal season while colour development
has not been good and much of the fruit will be dull, Coolcr weathor toward the middl
of the month which was anccompaniod by showers should result in some improvement in
colour. Quality of the applc crop is variable according to the district, In the
Burton-Frodericton section, the quality is vory good, The fruit is cloan and of good
sizo and colour. In tho Gagetown arca however, scab infcstation hes made considorablo
headwry and this, coupled with fairly severo hail injury, will roducc the quality of
the fruit, Despito this eet-back, the total crop for thc province should be well shead
of last year. The yield is now estimated at 45,000 barrcls with somc possibility thr*
it may run ten per cent cbove this figure,

Prospects for the potato ocrop are being well maintaincd, Thile some re-
duction rosultod from the prolongod hot dry spell, yields arc koeping woll up to aver-
ege and quality is good. Blight has not proved as serious as was anticipated some
weeks ago. Frosts during tho early part of September cut down tho foliage in some
scetions,

UEBEC

Hot humid weathor which prevailed during lato August and ocarly September
has been succecded by unsettled cool conditions which have favoured the growth of all
late crops and stimulatod colour development.on apples, Some wind damage to the lattor
ocourred carly in the month, losses being e¢stimated at from 10 to 15 por ccnt of the
ocrop, Harvesting of McIntosh apples is now in full swing and should be froirly well
completed by tho end of tho month. The total crop promises an increase of 60-65 per
cent above that of last season,

Vegoteble crops have made good progress in recent wecks, Tho tomato season
hes losted well and sweet corn is much superior to last year when worm damnge was
extensive, OSome losscs to cabbage resulting from hot weather earlier in the season
have been rcported. Potatocs will be a heavy crop although the prevalence of disease
will lower the quality somewhnt,
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Following the extremely hot weather of late August and early Seoptembeor,
vemperatures recently hnve been much cooler with o fair amount of rain., Those condit-
ons have mnterially improved the colouring of fruits and in all sections of the
‘vince size and colour cre supcrior to lost soason,

In western Ontario, the apple crop has developed well with noticeable im-
provement in colour since the advent of cooler weathcr, Therc has been some side worm
injury, varying in severity according to district, but cpart from this 21l pests havo
been kept woll under control. High winds during the first quartor of thc month eaused
some dame.ge in localizcd arens, notably Georgion Boy district and Middlesex county.
but on the cggregote the loss was comparatively light,

The plum crop sized well but the hot humid weather of three weeks ngo was
responsible for considerable sproad of brown rot with consequoent loss of fruit, Iate
variotios coming on thc market now are free of any disease. Poachss werc similarly
affected by the advorsc weather end tho promised increcse in crop duc to the oxcellent
sizing was partially offsot by brown rot losses. The Elberta crop now being harvestod
shows little or no sign of rot. Conditions have been favoureble for the dovolopmont
of the pear crop and the present cstimnte shows somo incroanse over last month, All
varioties,heve shared in the improvement, although Bartletts in many orchards havo
been rathér scriously affcctod by lato worn injury.

The grape erop is sizing and colouring well with generally compact bunches,
The crop promisce o substantial increase over the very small yiold of last socson,
but will still be below avorage. Aport from the usual leaf hopper demnge in neglected
or poorly sprayed vincyards, pests arc well undcr control,

In eastern Onteario apples are sizing much botter than last scason, During
the extreme hoat of carly Scptember colour development wes slow but recently there
has been marked improvement, The hot weather caused apples to drop froely and the
high winds on Scptembeor 11 shook off some fruit, Picking of McIntosh is now under
underway in many orchards, Buyors cro sclecting the cleancst end best spreyed orchards
and are paying c.s high as $3,00 per barrcl for epples on the trees, $2.50 for Snows
and $2.00 for othor verictics., 8o far the truck movement hes been light but a heavicr
demand is anticipntod soon. Eerly varicties have been sclling slowly, largoly on
account of tho plentiful supply of penchos. The infestation of apple maggot is much
lighter than usual and Corky corc, which was sorious a year ago, is elmost entirely
absent this senson. Scob cnd codling moth arc showing up in a number of orchards,

Plums have boon o better crop than wns oxpocted, but on nccount of the pro-
vailing low prices, much of the fruit has not beon picked. Pcars are & light crop
and are being marketed locally.

Despite the hot dry wedther of late August and early September, there hes
boen sufficient moisture for favourable development of most vegotable crops, Pests
have been kopt fairly well under control by intensive spraying end dusting, although
earlier conditions adverscly cffected such crops as onions, tomntoeos, cauliflower and
celery in somo districts, In oaStorn Ontario, while tho packing of tomatoos started
two weeks oarlior than usunl andLmnny canners oxpected to be finished by the twentieth
of September, opecrations arc stifll in full swing, Most of the largo operators hove
been running ovortime. Thc yiold per acre so for has boen about 50 per cont abovo
last season and if frost holds off many morc will be packed., Present prospects are
for an sbnormally lerge yield ond pack, while much larger export shipments have been
mado than is usunl for this timo of year,

The corn crop was above normal and more then helf the crop has beon dolivered
to thc cannerics, lLete crops of cebbage, cculiflower, carrots and celery cro all
making good progress with prospocts for avcrage or bettor yioclds., Onions arc practical-
ly 11 harvested with tho yield much cbovo last season, Late potatoes will not yield
as well as carlier verieties owing to the shortago of moisture a month ego,

In northorn Ontorio, weathor conditions hnve beon favourable for the develop-
mont of all crops. Somc frost damage to potatocs was roported in the Sudbury-North Bay
erea sarly in September, Practically all vegotables show some increase in ecreage
ovor last sonson, with substantially lerger plantings of potatoos in the Sudbury
district.

With disecse and inscot pests genorally well undor control, potatoos promise
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heavy yield in the Sudbury area with slightly above average in Head of Lakes district,
and other vegetables an average crop., Potato harvesting is now general in the Sudbury

area,
»

N f' Table I, Condition of Vegetable Crops in Ontario - September 15, 1537
" Nith Comparative Figures for August 15,

Together with Prospective Yield Per Acre

Toronto West Toronto East
Yield B!

&hg.. 18 ©Sept. L5 . TER Acre Bug. .15 Sep®.,” 15 PO S
Cabbage =~ late 4.0 4,1 12 tons 3.4 3.2 10 tons
Cauliflower - late 3.8 3,0 4 tons 258 3.0 4 tons
Carrots - late 5.5 4,0 122 tons A5 3,2 8 tons
Celery - late S 2 3.0 450 crates 3.0 3.0 400 crates
Corn - sweet 3.4 3,6 4 tons 3.6 3.8 3 tons
Lettuce - late 0 3.2 500 crates 2.8 2.8 -
Cnions 3. ¥ B 125 crates 3,0 3.0 200 crates
Spinach 3.6 3.6 9 tons 3,0 2.8 7 tons
Tomatoes -~ canning .7 Eaan 175 bushels 3.4 4,0 300 bushels
Table turnips 3.4 3.4 - S 3,3 -
Potatoes - late Sald) 3,0 - 3.5 o7 -

MAN IT 0BA

While some damage was done to market gardens by hot dry conditions which pre-
vailed during late July and carly August, normal weather was experienced during the
Pirst half of September, Little or no frost damsge was reported up to the middle of
the month and for the most part moisture supplies were ample. Except for cabbage and
cauliflower which have been badly affected with worms and are only fair to poor, prac-
tically all crops show above average condition at this time, Colery might be another
exception to the general rule of good crops as considerable blight is showing, Corn
was a particularly good crop but prices were low. Root vegetables, cucurbits and
Somatoes have all produced well while potatoes ars a fairly good crop.

BRITISH COLUMBIA

Followirg a period of unsettled weather around the end of August, warm bright
days facilitated the maturing and harvesting of fruit crops in the coast region of the
province. Apples are colouring well and harvesting of the fall varieties is going ahead
rapidly. Prunes are a good crop cnd are meeting with brisk demand., In the Okanagan
distriet, good weather has aided the harvest of apples, pears and plums, First pickings
of McIntosh apples were made during tho first week of the month at southern Ckanagan
points while in the northern sections, picking was in progress by the 15th, McIntosh
apples will be relcased to the domestic markets on Septembar 23, At present about 35
cars of McIntosh have rolled for export destinations, Wealthy has been moving fairly
well but a slight slowing up is now evident in anticipation of the rolease of MocIntosh.
Prunes arc moving and with the clearing up of American supplies om the Prairies, demand
should strengthen., Bartlett pears are finished but there is a strong demand for Flemish
Beauty, Size and colour of the late wvarietics of apples are good while tha fruit is
very clean, Little or no brown core has been observed this season, late varietios of
peachss roached the peak of supply about the middle of the month while the cantaloupe
crop was practically cleaned up by that date, In the Kootcnay and boundary districts,
heavy rains early in the month interrupted harvest operations but aided the development
of colour on apples. Since then the weather has bsen hot and dry providing ideal
harvest conditions. Little damage from codling moth has been reported this year,
Canneries and jam factories have bson working full time to handle tomatoes and fruit
offerings. All greon vegetables are available in full supply with the second crop of
hothouse tomatoes on Vancouver Island maturing rapidly and promising a heavy ecrop.

UNITED STATES

In most of the important areas weather conditions during August continued
favourable for the development of fruits and the Scptember 1 indications point to slight-
ly larger crops of npples, grapes, late peaches, plums, and prunes than reported on
August 1, In somec of the north central states, however, hcat and drought were detri-
mental to late fruit crops. The combined production of apples, peaches, pears, grapes,
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gherries, plums, pruncs, apricots, and cranberrics, as indicated on September 1, is 43
per cent larger than production of these crops in 1936 and 17 per cent above the S-year
{1928-32) average. With the exceptien of plums in California and Michigan, the Indicat-
& ad ppoduction of all the above crops is larger than the S-year (1928-32) average.

‘ Total production of apples is now indicated at 204,319,000 bushels compared
with 117,506,000 bushels produced in 1936 and with the S-year (1928-32) nverage of
164,355,000 bushels. Growing conditions continued favourable during Asugust in most of
the important applc producing areas. In some of tho states in the north central group,
however, heat and drought hove retarded growth and probably will cause smaller sizes in
some arcas, Reports indicate that scab infestation is causing considerable injury to
the fruit in farm orchards and in poorly sprayed commercinl orchards of the east and
middle west., In the Pacific northwest, the fruit is unusually clean. Sizes, howover,
arc not up to avoragz for this date, largely as a result of the lote soason, A heavy
flight of the late brood of codling moth in this arca may result in considerable worm
damage 4f not properly controlled.

Total peach production for the Unitcd States is indicated to be 69,896,000
bushels compared with 47,680,000 bushcls produced in 1936 and with the S-year (1928-32)
average of 57,298,000 bushcls., In the 10 southern states, where harvest is complated,
production was somewhat larger than indicated carlicr in the scason. The crop in theseo
states is 10 per cent below the 1936 production and 16 per cent less than the S5-year
average. In California harvesting of the freestonc crop is practically compluted with
production the samc as indicated on August 1. The Califernia clingstone crop, howevor,
shows some improvement over the prospects of a month agos, In Washington and Oregon
prospects declined slightly during August. The fruit is unusually clean in those states
but sizes are smellor then average, The crop was roduced in some of the eastern states
because of rainy weather which delayed harvest and resulted in considerable brown rot
in many orchards. In some aroas of the middle wost drought and heat have prevented the
proper sizing of penches.

The indicated poar production as of September 1 is slightly smaller than report-
ed on August 1 but remains the largest erop of record. Prospective production now amounts
to 30,311,000 bushels compared with the 1936 production of 26,956,000 bushels and with the
S-year (1928-32) average of 24,334,000 bushels, In the Pacific northwest prospects are
practiecally unchanged from thosc of a month ago, Prospocts in the castern states do-
clined during August as a rassult of blight. In the middle weost, heat and drought have
retarded sizing of the fruit,

The total production of grapes indicated on September 1 is 2,574,170 tons,
which is 34 per cent larger than the 1936 production of 1,916,460 tons and 16 por cent
above the bB-year nverage of 2,214,482 tops. The 1937 2rop promises to be the largest
since 1928.

The prospcetive production of cramberries in 1937, as indicated by growing
conditions on September 1, totals 648,100 barrels compared with 504,300 barrels in 1936
and with the 5S-year (1928-32) average of 593,023 barrels, The indicated average yield
per acrc is somewhat higher than in 1936 due to more favourable growing conditions in
each of the 5 commercinl states. In Massachusetts the bloom was heavy and the set of
fruit good. Worm damnge to dnto has been light. In Wisconsin prospects ere unusually
favourable at the present time, but a shortage of water in some of the northern bogs
may prove dotrimental later in the secason., In the Pacific northwest prospective produc=-
tion is well above avernge.

The total supply of fresh vegstables for frll market promises to be nearly ono-
fourth above average, due to rather general increases in acreage and above-average ylelds,
In comparison with last year, the cabbage, celery, and tomnto crops show substantial in-
creases but the latc or storage onion crop appears to be considerably below the record
crop of 1936. Most vegeteble crops for canning, quick freezing, or other manufacture,
are in ample supply with record or near-record packs indicated for snap beans, swaet
corn, and green peas. Potatoss were not planted on an unusually large acreage but a
record high yield is expected and a crop of over 403,000,000 bushels is now indicated,
about eight per cent above the 1928-32 average in total production but, on ea per capita
basis, only about three per cent above the average of those years, Sweet potatoes are
expeoted to show about the first good yield per acre secured in eight yeers, but the
acreage is moderate and the production indicated, while above the 1928~32 average, is
not expected to exceed average production during the last four years.
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Estimate of Fruit

Production in Canada, 1937, with Revised Figures

APPLES

Hova Scotia

New Brunswick
Jusbec

Ontario

British Columbia

CANADA

PEARS

Nova Scotia
Ontario
British Colwnbia

CANADA

PEACHTS

Ontario

British Columbia
CANADA

PLUMS AND PR'INES

Nova Scotia
Ontario
British Columbia

CANADA

CHERRIES

Ontario
British Columbia

CANADA

STRAWBZRRIES

Nova Scotia

New Brunswick
Quebec

Ontario

British Columbia

CANADA

RASPBERRIES

Nova Scotia

New Brunswick
Quebec

Ontario

British Columbia

CANADA

GRAPES

Ontario
British Columbia

CANADA

for 1936

1836

1,750,000
29,000
91,000

703, 500

4,625,100

4,115,200

10,000
196,800
267,300

421,100

402, 300
82,900

430, 200

15,000
41,200
307,400

158,700

124,800
186,000

186, 800

1,100,000
1,700,000
7,671,000
6,168,000

328,300

20, 578, 300

72,900
50,000
2,304,000
1,800, C00
118,€00

5,652,000

21,640,000
1,275,000

22,915,000
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"
boxes
{09 I

bu.

boxeé
bu.

bu,
crates

bu.

bu.

"

crates

bu.

bu,
crates

bu.

gts.
u
"
"

crates

qts._

gts.
1"

"
"

crates

qts,

ib,

1

1

1937

2,400,000
45,000
150,000
759, 800
5,220,300

5,094, 900

6, 500
153, 500
277,100

392,820

503,000
355,500

621, 500

11,500
52, 700
393,000

186,200

89,000
169,700

145,600

1,400,000
1,150,000
7,211,000
8,634,000

449,600

23,830, 200

86,000
40,000
2,000,000
2,642,000
157,100

6,653,200

31,378,000
1,300,000

32,678,000

bu,

"

boxes
bu.

Bty
crates

la%E ]

doibT Y
"
crates

bu.

bu.
crates

bu.
gts.
"

"

crates

gte,

Estimates for British Columbia heve been converted on the following

basis:

50 1bs.; plums and prunes, peaches apricots and cherries, three
crates to the bushel; strawberriss and raspberries, 12 quarts to the

crate,

Apples, three boxes to the barrel; pears, box 42 lbs., bushel



......

FATISTICG CAMADA LIBRARY
IBLICTHERIUT STATIS WQU? 'ZI:“«P;\U\I)A
LT

1010501651



