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Fruit and Vegetable Crop Report

Ottawa, October 22, 1937 - The Lominion Bureau of Statistics in co-operation with the
Fruit Branch of the Depariment cf Agriculture anc the Frovincial Departments of
Agriculture issues to-day a report summarizing conditions during the harvesting geason,
together with estimates of procuction and comparstive data for last year.

SUMMARY

During the past month weather conditions have been satisfactory for
the normal developmeni ol late fruit and vegetable crops in all sections of the country.
There have been no serious losces from wind storms during the period while rainfall and
temperature have favoured the sizing end colouring of late epples. Little if any frost
demage had occurred up to the middle of the month and while tomato picking in Ontario
was terminated by frosts during the second week, little loss was experienced since the
crop was practically all harvested. Nearly all ths apple crop has now been picked in
Nova Scctia end packing for donestic and export markets is £oing ahead rapidly. Already
there has becen a substantial movement to overseas markets while processing plants have
been working to capacity to take care of windfalls and lcw grade fruit. In the central
provinces harvesting of the latc crops is well advanced. Some daler 1n harvesting
apples and grapes vias occasioned by frosts in Ontario after October 8. Rains in some
sectionmsalso held up harvesting »ut the work is being »:shed to completion now. Some
losses to apples were caused by wind storms in eastern Ontario and some fruit was
damaged by frost in that area. Late vegetadble crops show condition generally above
average. British Columbia has experienced excellent conditions for harvesting the
late crops of fruit and vegetables and the work should be completed by the end of the
present month. Shipments have been maintained at satisfactory levels with the expart
market outlook somewhat better than a year agc.

MARITIME PROVINCES

During the past month weather conditions in Nova Scotia have been
favourable for thedevelupwst of apples. Since the rains which began late in September,
there has been ample .ioisture to stimulate sizing and colour development and for the
most part the fruit is of good quality. The wind storms during September caused some
1imb bruising in addition to shaking off considerable fruit and further storms ten days
ago did a moderate amount of additional damage. There has been slight development of
late scab in a few orchards but in most cases where spraying was well done, the fruit is
clean. Bud moth is apparently on the increase in some sections. A number of corres-
pondents report this pest as being fairly abundant after an almost complete absence for
the past few years. Alarmed by the wind damage last month and the possibility of a
recurrence of i % rear's serious rrost damage, some growers have picked their late
varieties before they were quite ready and both size and colour of the fruit have
suffered accordingly. Practically all pielrine has heen completed now. Plums and pears
are all harvested and the truit was mostly of good quality with crops equal to or
exceeding those of last scascu.

Export shipments have been heavy while there has been a brisk move-
ment to other provinces. Processing plants heve been working to capacity with this
condition likely to continue for some time.

In New Brunswick fine weather during the early part of the month
enabled growers to complete their picking by the middle of October. ™M=ality is variable
but for the most part good. Shivments are now being made freely.

Harvesting of potatoes in the Meritimes is well advanced with the
Nova Scotia crop prastically all dug by the middle of the month. On Prince Edward Island
the crop is turning out well with little or n> evidence of blight. Yields are generally
below average and prices at present are quite low. New Brunswick growers have almost
completed their dizging operaticns, The crop is of goed guelity and is meeting a strong
demand. Turnips have made good growth sinca the September rains and the harvesting of
the Island erop should be ixn fuwil swing by the erd uf the month.






farvesting of the apple crop is now finished in most sections of the pro-
‘fi;lce. Size and colour of the fruit are mostly good. Wo change has been rerorted in

the estimated size of the crop. Veretable crops have continued to make good growth
and there are vlentiful suprlies of cabbage, carrots and other late vegetables, The
potato crop is somewhat less than last year as a result of the lower yield per acre,
Quality is fairly good with some prospect of rot developing as a result of the wet
weather at harvest time,

ONTARIO

All fruit crons are now harvested with the exeeption of Kieffer pears, late
varietles of apples, and grapes, Heather and moisture conditions were cenerally fav-
ourable for development and harvesting of fruit crops until October 8th, but after that
date harvesting of aprles and grapes was retarded by several frosts, In the Huron and
Georgian Bay distriet froquent rains and some snow also caused delay, Considerable
damage occurred in Zastern Ontaric from wind storms, and to a lesscr extent in Furon
and Georgian Bay area, In Western Ontario frosts were not severe enough to hurt the
apple crop, but did, howcver, cause considerable demage to the grapc crop, the injury
being ver: irregular as to district and individual vincyardas, As a result the later
movement of grapes was chicfly confined to bulk salcs in open containers for winc
malking purposes. FEeavy frost on October 14th and 15th, whon temperatures fcll from
10 to 16 degrees below froczing point, did considcrable damaze to Ben Davis and Gano
apples in Eastern Ontario, particularly in the Newe- stle-Bowmanville district, wherc
it is estimated that from 1500 to 2000 barrcls werc frozen,

The aprle crop in Ontario is now estimated at 735,500 barrels, rcprescnting
a slight increase over tho 703,500 barrelg harvcsted in 1936, In Eastern Ontario
production is down 23% from last ycar, snd in Western Ontario up 28%, In Eastern
Ontario, Spy and Stark arc extremcly light, whilc KeIntosh, Snow, Wealtny, and Blenheim
have an average yicld., In Westcrn Ontario Spy srows a 387 declinc from last year,
Stark a 7% increasec, Greening 22% increasc, Baldwin and MeIntosh a 35% increasc and
other late varicties a gain of 12%,

Size and colour of applcs are considerably better this scason than last, but
the percentagc of "domesties" is much highcr in Eastern Ontario due to tho prevalence
of scab and sideworm injury in a large number of orcharvs., In commercial orchards in
western Ontario, insect pests and fungus discascs werc fairly weoll controlled. Movc-
ment to storages has been hcavy as harvesting has been rushed end prices arc not quite
as firm es a month ago. To date, export shipments have boen less thean a year ago,

A large part of the crop is being moved in open containers to markets in Toronto,
Horthern Ontario and Ottawa,

Estimated production of peachos, plums and pears has becn raised somcwhat
since thc September report. The peach crop 1s now cstimatcd at 523,000 bushels, or
30% greatcr than in 1936, and plums at 56,900 bushels, which is 38% higher, Fears
are now estimeted 2t 157,400 bushels as comparcd with 153,500 bushels a month ago,
and 196,800 bushcls in 1936, Later varictics of plums, peachcs and pears were genor=-
ally of better size and quality than the earlier varictics. The grape crop is reported
at 51,378,000 pounds which is 45% groetor than the exceptionally smell crop of
21,640,000 pounds harvested last year, Grepcs were gencrally of good size with the
bunches compact, While therc was some poorly colourcd fruit, tho average wes very
good.

Present pricos of fruits arc below last year, particularly for pears,
aprlcs and plums, although pears exported to Great Britain brought fairly satig-
factory rcturns, Pricecs for basket grapes hevc becn unusually variable and following
the frost damege, prapcs in bulk tumbled frem $45.00 per ton to as low as $20.00,

Teble I - Fruit Production Estimatcs, Province of Ontario

Production 1936 Estimated Production 1937 % Change
Grepes lts, 21,640,000 31,378,000 +  45%
Pcaches bus, 402,300 523 J000 + 30%
Flums bus, 41,200 56,900 +  38%
Pears bus, 196,800 157,400 - 20%
A1l Applos bbls, 703, 500 735,500 + 5%
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rge cash rcturns from the canning factorics for their crop of tomatocs, which was

3 lorgest on recoords The yicld in this distriet wes doublc thet of last scason, ap-
proximating 375 bushels to the acrcy, The factorics in Eastern Ontario werc not eblc to
handle all the supplics and large quantitios werc shipped to plents in Wostern Ontario
where the average yicld, on a greatly inercescd acreage, was only 175 bushels por cerc,

Growcrs in Hestings, Northumbcrlond and Princc Edwnrd eountics will reecive

Fell weethor conditions heve becn favoureble for the dcvelopment of vegotable
erops in 0ld Ontario, but in parts of Worthcrn Ontario, excessive precipitetion hes rc-
sulted in potetocs going into storagc in wet condition and rot is very prevalent. PFrost
damege was chicfly confined to the unharvestced portion of thc tomato crop and some
demage to late eclery, Thc condition, average yield and prices of vogetablc erops arc
set out in thc teblc velow,

Table II - Condition end Yicld of Vegetnbles in Onterio

Condition prospccts erc bascd on the following svstem of rcporting:
(1-poor; 2-below average; S3-average; 4-above average; S=-cxccllent,)

TORO¥TQ WEST TORONTO E&4ST
Averego Avirnge
Condition Yicld oriec to Condition Yield pricec to
Qe 15,1830 pédr mcre Growers  Oct, 15 1937 per acre . Growcrs
Cabbage (lote) B 12 tons 415,00 ton 3,2 10 tons ;10,00 +ton
Beets (latc 448 6 tons ;11,00 " kK5 5 tons - -
Carrots (latc) 4.0 12 tond'  §ldse0 " BJ2 9 tons $12,00 "
Corn (swoot) 348 4 tons 10¢ doz, g7 3 tons 10¢ doz,
Onions 2.8 125 owiyg $1.50 cwt, (0 200 cwt, 1:55 ~Guite
Tomatoes (canning) - 175 bus, 34¢ bus., - 350 bus. 32¢ bus,
Cauliflower (late) 3.2 Z tons  §50.00 ton a0 4 tons 45,00 +ton
Celery (late) 2,9 400 crts. 80¢ crt, 3,0 400 erts, 95¢ ok,
Lettuce (latc) 3.4 400 crts. 30¢ dosz, 4.8 - 30¢ doz.
Tablc Turnips 3.4 600 bus, 16¢ bus, 33 SE5 bus, 16¢ bus,

BRITISH COLUMBIA

During the past month woathor conditions in all scections of the provinee
have been execllent for hervesting both fruits and vegetablis, Light frosts have oc-
eurred but up to the precsent they have not becn serious cnough to intcrfcrc with apple
picking and growers arc now busy with the latec varietics, Thc major portion of the
Okenagen crop has slrcady been harvested and by the cnd of the month, all fruit should
be off the trees. The movemunt of aprles has been very good considering general con~
ditions and the export market has on the wholc been a littlec better than a yeer ago,
There have been no revisions in the fruit crop cstimates as published a month ago,
Vegetables are in plentiful supply although ficld tometoes are practically finished and
are being replaccd by hothouse stock., The onion crop is of good quality and is moving
freely to domestic and export market,

UNMITED STATES

According to the report of the U. S. Dept, of Agriculture, issued October
11, weather conditions during September in most sections of the country were favour-
able for the ripening and harvesting of fruit crops. Harvosting of peaches, Bartlett
pears, plums and pruncs is about completed; the grapc harvest is well under wey; har-
vesting of fall apples and late pears is becoming general, Cool weather during the
latter part of Septcmber wes favourable for more satisfactory colouring of apples, Cm-=
dition of the new crop of oranges improved slightly during Soptember; grapefruit pros-
pects de¢clined somewhat as a result of insufficient rainfall and high tcmperatures in
Texas, Total aprle production for the 1937 seasen as indicated by the October 1 cone
dition is 206,716,000 bushels comparcd with 117,506,000 bushels produced in 1936 and
with the 5-year (1926-32) average of 164,355,000 bushels, The October 1 indicetion of
206,716,000 bushels is slightly above that of Soptember 1 and is the largcst crop since
1926, Condition of pears on October 1 indicates a production of 29,822,000 bushels
compared with the 1936 procduction of 26,956,000 bushels and with the 5-ycar (1928-32)
averace of 24,334,000 bushels, Although the 1937 production is indicated to be some=-
what smaller than on September 1, the prospective crop remains the largest of rocord,
Prospective grape production incrcased slightly during Septcmber, duec chiefly to im-
proved prospects for all three classes of grapes in California, October 1 condition
indicates a total United Stetes production of 2,626,700 tons as compared with 1,916,460
tons in 1936, and the 5-year (1928-32) average of 2,214,482 tons,
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British Columbie
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PE/.CHES
Ontario
British Columbie
CUL B,
&FRICOTS
British Columbia
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Nove Scotic
Ontario
British Columbian
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Onterio
British Columbia
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Quebec

Ontario
British Columbia
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Nova Scotia

New Brunswick
Quebec

Ontario

British Columbia

C&"A f JJ: - DA.L
LOG..'BERRIES

British Colunmtia
CiN.Di
GRAQ§§

Ontario
British Columbia

CAaNiDa

Bstimad¥s of fruit procuctica in Canada, 19317,

with revised figures for 1936..
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Estimates for British Columbia have been converted on the following basis: aprles,

three boxes to the barrel;

pears, box 42 1bs, bushel 50 1lbs,;

peaches, apricots and cherries, three crates to the bushel;
berries, 12 quarts to the crate,

rlums and prunes,
strawberries and resp-
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