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Fruit and Vegetable Crop Report

Ottawa, June 28, 13939 -~ Tue Dominion Bureau of Staiisties in co-operation with the
Fruit Branch of the Department of Agriculture and the Provincial Departments of
Agriculture, issues today a report showing the condition of fruit and vegetable crops
in the main producing areas as at the middle of June,

SUMMARY

The weather in Eastern Canada during most of June has been dry, while
the Prairie Provinces and British Columbia have received more than the usual amount
of rein, The cool spring has retarded the development of small fruits and vogetables
in the Eastern Provinces, especially in Tuebsc and the Maritimes. The apple trees in
both Nova Scotia and New Brunswick have made excellent growth and are expocted to
produce better than average orops, Insects and disease have been well controlled in
spite of heavy winds, Although early reports anticipated an average strawberry crop
in Nova Scotia, the development of root rot in the larger producing sections has greatly
reduced the prospects. The New Brunswick plantations, rvotwithstanding some severe
winter Injury, should producc an average crop. Raspberries in both provinces show some
winter injury and a below average crop is expected, Although the orchards in the
Montreal seotion were danaged by rodents during the winter, present indications are for
an average yleld, The strawberry crop is expected to be average although some weevil
injury 1s reported in the old plantations. After a heavy bloom the apple trees in
Eastern Ontario have only set u fair crop, The set in “estern Ontario, on the other
hand, is good, Pears in Fastern Ontaric blossomed heavily and are bearing an average
crop but the set in the western section of the yrovince is irregular and below averag:,
Plums and cherries are below average throughout the province while grape vines in
Western Ontario show a two and three-bunch set, and the crop is expected to be greater
than in 1938, laok of rain in Zastern Onterio and in the Niegara, Burlington and
Toronto areas has retarded the growth of the vegetablas crops but showers on June 22
have somewhat relieved the situation, Favourable weather from now on will improve the
prospects, Although there has been an abundance of rain, cool weather has retarded the
growth of all vegetable crops in Manitoba and Saskatchewan. With the advent of warmer
woather rapid growth is sxpected. Flea beetles and cutworms ara doing some damage in
Manitoba, while graasshoppers have been active in some sections of Saskatchewan. Growing
econditions have been ideal in British Columbia but the abundance of rain has reduced
strawberry shipments and caused some splitting of sweet cherries, The first British
Columbla tree-frult production estimate shows apples, pears and plums to be below last
year while prunes, cherries, peaches and apricots will exceed the 1938 crop. All
vegetables are ooming on the marketé in increasing quantities,

Noteg~Mhere condition figures aro quoted in the following reports,

the baais is as follows; l-poor; Z-below average; 3-average;
4-adbove average; 5H-exceptionally good,

PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND

The weather during the pest month has been cool and rather dry. Cold
winds have retarded development but no damaging frosts have been reported. As a result
of the backward gpring, the orchardr have developed slowly. The apple trees were still
in full bloom on June 19 and although bee flights were groatly reduced by the cold
winds, the pmotracted blooming period is expected to result in = better-than-average
aet. Spraying has becn well carriad out 2nd no ssrious outbreaks of sither insects or
disease are cxpoctedg Somo gummosis and black knet have beon reported in stone fruits,
but not of a serious nature, Bud moth, Surcpean Red Mite and leaf hoppers are doing a
mederate amount of damage on apples whila strawberry weevils are abundant and doing
wore injury than has been rocorded for several years,
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HOVA SCOTIA

Spring weather comdivions have been favourable for pollination and
switing of frult, Thore wns some slight frost injury during May in a small area in
the low parts of the Annapolis Valley, but the damage has resulted only in a limited
amount of leaf curl which the trees are expected to outgrow, Rainfall and wind,
although interfering somewhat with spraying,havec been generally mcre favourable than
last year, Warm weather has now set in and growing ccenditions are very favourable,

Spraying, on the whole, has been well done, In conscquence, there has
been very little insect or plant discase injury., In those cases where spraying has
not been thorough, green aphis have bsen troublesomo, while in a few instances rosy
aphis have done some damage. Apple scab has been well controlled except in & small
proportion of orchards that were not well sprayed,

Although carly reports indicated the production of an average crop of
strawberries, a large amount of root injury has developed in the Annapolis Vallaey,
materially reducing the crop, In Berwick, one of the largest centres, it is reported
tHat there will be about half a crop. In Cumberland County, there was considerable
winter injury and crop prospects are about 25 per cent bslow average, In the Masstown
district in Colchester County, winter injury also has reduced crop prospects to bolow
averaga, In other parts of the provinece a yield of average toc above average 1s
expected, In Pictou County heavy winter injury is reported in fields which were not
protescted; well covered fields, however, are in good condition, Although favourable
wepther conditions from now until the height of the fruiting season may materially
improve the prospeets, the strawberry orop is expscted to be below average,

Fruit cerop conditions during the third wesek of June are as follows:

Apples Pears Plums  Strawberries Raspherries
Early Varletics late Varleties

4,0 4,1 265 2.8 2,5 239

NEW BRUNSWICK

The weather during the past month has been unusually dry and cooler
than average but as there have been no frosts the apple trees have not been adverssly
affected. There have been no severe winds and the weather as & whole has been
distinctly satisfactory for spraying operations, The spring weather has so far been
favourable for growth and the trees have responded accordingly.

Insect damage to the apple orchards has been very slight this spring
with Bud Moth the most active pest, The trees have also been uncommonly free of apple
scab, The late, cold, dry season has been unfavourable to apple scab development and
spraying has besn very thoroughly done, Nearly all growers applied two and, in some
oases, three sprays before the blossom. The calyx spray was applied betwesn Juns 12
and June 20,

As the June drop has not yet taken place it is difficult to estimate
the crop prospects at this time but from pressent conditions the crop should be above

average to excellent,

The strawbsrry plantations have basn weakened by sxcessive winter-
killing in the chief produecing areas, ramely Grand Lake and Memramcook, The plants
which survived, however, arc showing geood growth and a profusion cf bloom, With timely
rains and warmer weather a normal crop should be harvested. Raspberriss also suffered
considerable winter injury, especially in exposed locations. As a result, the orop
is expected to be below average,

QUEBEC

Since the last report only light local frosts causing no serious damage
have been reported. Rainfall has been abundant and only a few warm days are needed to
encourage growth which has so far been retarded by very cool nights., The cool spring
weather has not affected the fruit trees, however; the bloom was abundant and ramained
on the trees a long time, The only serious damage to thae orchards occurred in the
Montreal distriet where rodents have caused some injury which may reduce the crop,
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QUEBEC (Concluded) .

The small fruit plantations arc growing satisfactorily. lany loecalities, however,
report strawberry weevil damage in old plantations but the injury is not considored
sorious,

From the present condition of tho apple trees, production should be

avarago, while the strawberry crop iz oxpected to be bottor than average, It is atill
too oarly to ostimate tho condition of the raspberry crop.

ONTARIC

Weatern Ontario

although present moisturc and temperature conditions are favourable for
good plent growth and fruit development, lack of rain earlior in the soagon, adverscly
affocted nou-irrigated stravberry plantations, purticularly old patches. Inseots have
boen kept at & minimwum oxcept loaf rollers in Brant County and aphis in Niagara whore
high winds and rains intorforod with spraying.

Tho sot on nll varieties of applos, with the exception of Spies, is
good. Tho fruit is sizing woll although growth wes retarded carlisr in the month,
Poars, on tho other hand, have sot irrogularly and a below-average crop is oxpceted.
With improvcd woather, lator sstimates may show some increase. All varieties of peaches
with the oxcoption of Mayflower and June Zlborta are corrying an avarago crop. The
fruit ia developing rapidly and thinning is now in progross. Tho outlook for the plum
crop is bolow avorage at present, The set was irregular but development to date has
bocn goods Cherries uro also oxpeoted to boe bolow average, especinlly the swoets,
which are sizing slowly due to lack of moisture., The grape crop, on the othor hand,
should be average or slightly above average., The vineyards are in excellent condition
and show = two to threou-bunch set. Although production of strawberriss was adversely
affectod by drought sarly in tho month, particularly in Niagara and Burlington and to
6 lesger extunmt in the Torcnto and Norfolk areas, total production is expected to bo
higher than in 1938, Raspberry clantations aore growing well and are carrying an
avarage crop at present, Futurc wecther conditions, however, will greatly affect
production,

Although conditions were favourable in other areas, the vegetable
producing distriets of Niagara, Burlington and Toronto were adversely affected by
inadequate rainfall, cold nights and fraquent heavy winds, There has been scme improve-
ment following showers on June 22, but plant growth has not been satisfactory in these
specified districts, except where irrigation has bteen carried out.

Early seedin; and planting were delayed in practically all areas, but
subcequent growing conditions have been more favourable and considereble recovery has
been made, resulting in earlier harvesting than at first anticipated.

Eastern' Ontario

The weather  has been gererally favourable for growth of orchards and
small fruits, but lack of rain at the begimning of the month has materially affected the
crop prospects, Seab on apple trees has been well under control but bud moth, leaf
roller and rosy arhis are abundant in a number of localities, After a heavy bloom on
practically all varieties, with the exg¢eption of Spies and Starks, the set has been only
fair., The Macintosh are the most promising and an increase in production of this variety
over last year i3 expected. Apples as n whole, indicate 2 decreasz of 15 to 20 per cent
from the previous crop, Pears also hcd a heavy show of ®vloom =nd the crop should be
averaga. Plums, on the other hand, will have a light crop. Cherries are showing the
results of winter injury to the buds and praoduction will be 25 par cent of the 1938 crop.
Strawberry prospects were cxceptionally good sarly in the month but a lack of rain has
reduced the crop to 50 per cemt of last year's prodvction, Although some raspberry
plantations are showing winter injury, the crop 1s oxpocted to be averzge,

Dry weather has retarded the development of all vegetables in Eastern
Ontario. Harvesting of all crops will bz ten days to two weeks loter than last season,
but if sufficiemt moisture is received soon, the crops may have an almost average yield.
The acrenge of esrly potatoes is slightly less than last year but late plantings show
an increase. The ncreage of canning tomatoves is much lower but thero is some increase in
the acreago irtended for the freosh market tradc, Celory and lettuce show 2 slightly in-
creased acreage and practically all other vegstables have about the same acreage planted
2s in 1968,
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ONTARIO (Concluded)

Prospects for Fruit Production at End of June, 1939

Western Ontario

Eastern Cntario

APPLES
Barly Varietises.., 341 3.0
Vo R o oo 000 0o & d 3.0
2 T R 3.0 2,7
Maocintosh....... 31 3.2 3.6
Bad-drlimu s g5, oo 3.3 3.0
GERERERE S G e o il 3.0
| M R G 2.5 2,3
SIAEINIGE. Fu-s B xSk 3.0 2.8
Other Varieties... 3.2 3.0
CHERRIES
SRR, | o gt ihbe .4 %
g BBAr . ¢ spee o Laniipps , 3.1 1.0
PZARS
ESrh ISR 100 & iy o Dhe s 3.0
HEifor w.pd.a ik 2.1 =
Other.,........... 2.3 3.0
PEACHES 2.3 -
. PLUNS
dRpanesB. « il s b 2l 1.0
DR O BT N 2,0 (0
GRAPES 3.2 -
Condition of Vegetable Crops at June 25, 1939, and Dates of Harvesting
. Western Onterio Eastern Ontario
Daete of Date of Date of Date of
Condition First Commercial Condition First Commercial
© Marketing Marketing Marketing Marketing
Asparagus 3.1 May 2 My 5 3.0 May 3 May 10
Beans (snap) 3.1 June 20 ‘June 23 B July 1 July 15
Beets (bunching) 3.0 June 1. June 5 3.4 June 25 July 1
Cabbage (early) 3.0 June 1 June 5 3.0  July 1l July 15
Cauliflower (early) 2.8 May 22 June 1 3.2 July 10 July 20
Carrots Ybunching) 2.8 June 17 June 24 3.0 July 1 July 10
Celery (early) 3.0 June 16  June 24 - 4 A
Celery (main crop) - - - 2.9 Aug, 1 Aug. 10
Corxt (sweet) &8 July 25 July 28 K% Aug, Aug, 10
Lettuoe (head) 3.0 May 27 Juns 5 - i s
Lettuce (all varieties) - - - 3.0 May 10 Mey 15
Onions 3,0 June 30 July 7 Bl May 1 May 10 -~
Peas (garden) 3.0 June 5 June 10 2,4 July 1 July 10
. Potatoes (early) &7 June 15  June 24 4.7 July 1 July 19
Spinach 3.0 May' 20 Moy 23 3.8 Moy 20 June 1
.Tomatoes (fresh) 3.0 June 29 July 6 & v July 20 July 25
Tomatoes (proeessing) 3.0 Too early to estimate 25 Aug, 1 Aug, 10
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MANITOBA

Although there wero rumerous rains during tho first three wesks of June,
The weathsr was cool. All vegetable crops, as a result, made slow growth but with
the cdvont of warmer woather and an abundence of moisture in tho soil, rapid develop-
ment is expected during tho next fow weoks, All crops arc¢ bneckward ot present, however,
especially tomateas =nd psppors. Flea beotles have been active in some svctions,
causing considerable dnmacze to cabbage, cauliflower and rndishas, while cutworms are
roported to be attacking oriens and earrots.

The condition of the vegetabla crops during the third week of June wns
as follows:

BALRE | ik 77 s oo Sass oo S4I
Cablome ,....00 .. bo oo Cuil
CRBTERES_ . . P s o b 1350
Ca QG NoWeT | sab. v bi) w218
CEEENE = o saes b spabal s (ORID
SRR fs a0 = liadle. S:d
CuounbERS, |Jeer &% e Neres 1208
(070l cyai, o | R BN i i R )
BEalsh M8 ol ot okl e | A
TOMEEODE o.uvedstorede 2.9

SASKATCEEWAN

The weather has been cool and cloudy with showers -nd heavy rains in most
parts of the province. R:infall was somowhat lighter in parts of north-western
Saskatchewan, and although moisture conditions have considerably improved in south-
eastorn aroeas the precipitation thore was of a more scatterecd nature, coming in the form
of light to heavy showers, and some poimts still raquire additional moisture to overcome
the deficicnay.

Frosts have occurred at points chiefly in south-castern and northern
portions of the province and some injury to tender garden stuff is reported, Some
wireworm and cutworm damagc has also becen sustained. The very active grasshopper
control campaign and the cool, wet weather have held gresshoppers in check and except
for a few isolated spots in the southern portion of the province damage hns been slight,
Some resvoding has been done whae carly gardens suffered injury from this sourcc.

Cold woathor has retarded growth and while radish and lettuce are ready for use in some
cases, gonorally gardens are backward, Howcvsr, with the favourablc moisture conditions
now prevailing in most parts of the province rapid srowth is to be expected with the
edvent of warmar weather.

BRITISH COLUMBIA

A roport issued by the Provincisl Department of Agriculture on Junc 17
states that the weather during the first ten days to two woecks of the month was cool
and showery in all fruit-producing scctions, The weather began to clear about Juns 9
on Vancouver Island and in the Creston sections, but the other districts still report
cool, backward conditions. The wenther has been generally benmeficial to the fruit crops
with the exception of strawberries which 2re suffering from tho excessive moistwre and
consequent delay in shipment. The growers are also somewhat weasy about the cherry crop
a8 the continued rain is favourable to the production of much splitting. Sweet cherries
are growing rapidly, and the earliost varieties are beginning to ripen in the Vancouver
Island and Upper Okanagan Valley scctions, while shipments to processors and to the
fresh market hnve been made from the Lower Okanagan Valley district. All tree fruits
are sizing very well and an incroese over last year is expocted in the prune, cherry,
pench and apricot crops. On the other hand, a decrcase in the crops of apples, pears
and plums is anticipated,

Spring vegotables aro growing well in nearly ell sections and are
appearing on the markets in increasing quentity and variety, In the Armstrong-Vernon
aren the reports are not sc favourable., Thc onion ficlds are heavily infested with
cutworms and onion fly maggots and the oxcussive moisture has deleyed development of
the tomato and bean plants. Some bean stands were so poor that they were plowed in.
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BRITISH COLUMBIA (Concluded)

Jung 28 Weather conditions during June have been abmermally wet in all sccetions,

There has been soms loss in strawberry shipments due to excessive
moisture and cherries are showing slight splitting. The first carload of cherries
moved from the southern Okanagen Valley last weck, but dry weather is needed from now
on if cherry shipmemts are to be satisfactory, Early raspberries are now appearing
on the market and carload shipments are expected about July 8,

The first estimate of the tree-fruit crops issued June 15 is as follows:

Percentage
Variety Package 1938 of 1938 1939
Apples Box 6,049,000 97.6 6,902,000
Pears Box 393,600 93l 366, 600
Plums Crate 164,400 89.3 146,800
Prunes Crate 326,100 08,7 334,800
Cherries Crate 215,600 103.6 223,300
Peachss Crate 341,300 134,3 458, 500
Apricots Crate ° 188,000 ULLS6 209,900

British Columbia Vegetabls Acrceagss, 1938 and 1939

Variety 1638 13159 Varicty 1938 1839
(acres) (acres)

Asparagus 208 261 Onions 1,424% 1, 5544
Beets 323% 372% Parsnips 102% 9
Beans ; 738 664 Peas SHees 3,062
Cabbage 5043 531 Potatoes, early 2,421 2,265%
Cauliflower 202 2024 ' Potatoes, late 6,772 6,4343
Celery szsé» 331 Spinach 325 315
Carrots 6725 664 Peppers 33% 38
Cucumbers 192 161 Squash & Pumpkins 1185» 794
Corn 8394 6273 Tometoes 3,330% 2,363i
Cantaloupes 232 254% Turnips 275 298
Lettuce 561 5973 Other Vegetables 359 385

UNITED STATES

Issued by the United States Dopartment of Agrioculture, June 15,

APPLES:

The June 1 condition of the 1939 apple crop was reported at 69 per-

cent of normal, compared with 55 percent on June 1, 1938, and the
10-year (1928-37) average of 64 percent. Condition is above average in the North
Atlantic and North Central groups of States, but is below average in the South Central
- and Western groups. In the South Atlantic group the condition of the crop is average,
Though it is too early to forecast production of apples, the June 1 condition is §
points above the 10-year (1928-37) average, and seems to indicate o total erop in
1939 equal to or slightly larger than the 10-year average production,

PEACHES:
The total peach crop in the United States, as indicated by the June 1
condition, is placed at 61,863,000 bushels, compared with 51,945,000
bushels produced in 1938 and the 10-year (1928-37) average production of 54,151,000
bushels, Prospective production for 1939 is above average in all sections exocept the
South Atlantic group of States,

PEARS: .
The total United States pear crop, as indicated by the June 1
condition is 30,024,000 bushels, comparad with the record 1938 crop
of 32,473,000 bushels, and the 10-year (1928-37) average of 25,444,000 bushels,
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UNITED ST4TES (Concluded)

CHERRIES:

The Nation's chorry ecrop is oxpected to sot o new production record
in 1939, The total crop of awcet and sour chorrios in tho 12
commercial States is indicated by the June 1 condition to bo 180,350 tons, compared
with the 1938 production of 140,870 tons, the provious record orop of 144,720 tons
in 1937, and the 10-yenr (1928-37) average of 124,646 tons,

UNITED KINGDOM .ND RUROPE

A supplementary report issucd by tho Foreign agricultural Sorvice
of the United States Dopartmomt of Agriculturc on June 8 stotes:

Prosent prospects are for above average fruit ocrops this year
both in the United Kingdom and in Continontal Europe. Frost damnge in Europoan
ccuntries has been much less than in eithor of the two preceding scesons., In genoral
fruit troes blossomed late but heavily, However, woather conditions were not entirely
favourable for pollenization on the Continent so that the sot was somewhat roduced,
Despite tiatfact it is cxpected that domestic supplies on the Continent this year will
be considerably above average. In the Unitcd Kingdom troe fruits are expected to yicld
two or threec times as heavy as last year.

United Kingdom

In gendral crop prospects for all kinds of fruit in the United
Kingdom are much bettor this year than in either of the two preceding seasons, Light
frosts during the last week of April caused no matorial damage to orchard fruits
although strawberriecs and gooseberries were injured slightly, On the whole troe fruit
rops are expected to yicld two or three times as heavily as last year and almost that
much more than the average yiold,

On the Continent

The 1939 fruit crop in most of the producing countries of North
Central Europe (i.e,, Greator Germany, Switzerland, the Notherlands and Poland)
promise to be considerably above average, In somo districts a record or near record
crop will be harvested if weather conditions remain favourable, Thero has been very
little frost damage tc date,
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