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Fruit and Vegetable Crop Report
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Ottawa, September 27, 1939 - The Dcminion Bureau of Statistics in co-operation with
the Marketing Service of the Department of Agriculture and the Provincial Departments
of Agriculture issues today a report showing the condition of fruit and vegetable
crops throughout Canada with prospects for the current season, Preliminary estimates
of production are given along with the revised estimates of the 1938 fruit Crops.

Although the September estimate of the commercial crop of Canadian
apples is only slightly below that of 1938, there has been a sharp reduction in the
prospects since last month. The greatest change took place in Nova Scotia where the
erop 1s reported to be 10 per cent below the previous estimate, as a result of the
prolonged dry weather. A slight decrease is also reported in British Columbie, while
the Ontario crop is now estimated to be higher than a year ago. The erop in
New Brunswick and Quebec remains the same as in August. The Cenadian apple crop is
at present estimated at 5,135,000 varrels (5,222,400 barrels). There was a slight
improvement in the prospects for the pear and plum crops during the month, the
increase occurring in Ontario., The present pear crop is now placed at 584,300 bushels
(653,400 bushels), while plum production is expected to be 222,000 bushels (238,000
bushels). Although there is no change in the estimates for peaches and grapes in
British Columbia since the last report, ideal growing weather has so improved the
Ontario crops of both fruits that substantial increases are repcrted, Production of
Canadian peaches this year is estimated at 858,700 bushels (700,000 bushels), while
the grape crop is placed at 50,444,300 pounds (35,973,600 vounds).

Root crops in Quebec are expected to produce heavily, while onions now
show a ccnsiderable reduction. The general condition of most vegetables in western
Ontario is better then in the eastern section of the province, Although there is an
increase in acreage in the district east of Toromto, yields are below average. The
root crops in Manitoba are better than average. The yield of Manitoba potatoes, on
the other hend, is reported to be below average.

Note: Where estimates of fruit production are given, the final figure
for 1938 is shown in brackets.
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PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND

Although there was a good set of Apples, the continued dry weather
since the beginning of August has greatly reduced tae crop prospects. The fruit is
small and maturing earlier than usual, High winds did some damage to the trees in
exposed orchards. The dry weather has aided in the control of orchard diseases but
all insect pests have been active.

HOVA SCOTIA

LAV AN S 13
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Good rains in the east cnd of the Annapolis Valley on September 17 have
brought the sustained dry spell to an end. Light scattered showers in the west end of
the Valley, although not as effective as those received elsewhere, have been generslly
beneficial. 'inds accompanied the rains in Kings and Hants counties, but the fruit
was not demaged, No hail has been reported to date,

The Apples have developed slowly as a result of the long dry spell
experienced during the latter half of August and early September. On the whole, the
fruit is smaller in size than last year. Orchards located on light co0ils have suffered
considerably in this respect. On the heavier soils the size is remarxably good
considering the adverse conditions. ™ith the cooler weather and raina, the late
varieties are expected to make good growth before harvesting. The break in the weather
has greatly improved the colour on the fruit still to be picked, especially on the
late varicties,
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: Fleking ot Cox Orvenge, Blenheim and Gravenstein is gencral and some
sxport shipments have alrcady bcen made, The oversoas movement is considerably
behind last year at this timc due to the international situation. The crop is
reported to bo excoptionally clean., Very little scab is in evidence and insect
damage is confined chiefly to aphid stings., As a result of the dry weather the
estimate of production has becn reduced 10 per cent from that of last month, The
commercial crop is now estimated at 2,168,800 barrels compared with 2,409,800 barrels

in August and 2,190,700 barrels in 1938,

s

The Pear and Plum crops show no change in production since August.
Although the Pears arc of good size, tho poor set of fruit in the spring has resulted
in a reduction from the previous crop. The Pcar estimate is still placed at 22,100
bushels compared with 27,000 bushels in 1938, The Plums have developed slowly
throughout the season, the size being reported as small to average depending on the
locality, Plum production is cstimated at 7,400 bushels compared with 9,500 bushels

in 19580

Note: The commercial Apple crop includes both fresh sales and fruit
intended for proccssing. The estimates for both years have
been refuccd by the quantity designated as "home consumption."”
This has becen done in order to make the estimates for all
provinces ccmparable and on the same basis,

NEW_BRUNSYICK

The weather since the last report has been, for the most part, warm
and dry with a few scattered showers, The rains have aided materially in the sizing
of the fruit, but soil moisture is still not as abundant as usual for this time of
year, Since the second week of September the rains have been more frequent and the
weather has turncd cooler, The Apple crop is developing normally now in most areas,
but in the light soil sections the fruit, as a result of the lack of moisture, is
small and ripening prematurely. The Apples as a whole are somewhat undersize, but
with a heavy set of fruit production is expected to cxceed that of last year, With
the advent of cooler weather, the Apples arc beginning to colour rapidly and picking
of Dudley and Wealthy is general, The crop is reported to be exceptionally clean
with very little insect damage or discase in evidence, Some unsprayed orchards,
however, are heavily infested with railroad worm, The estimate of commercial apple
production is the same as that of a month ago, being placed at 56,900 barrels as
compared with 48,600 barrels in 1938,

QUEEEC

The weather has turned cool following the warm bright days early in
the month., Showers have been frequent and some areas in the Quebec City district had
frost on September 17, The weather has been ideal for the development of the Apple
crop in the Montreal section wherc McIntosh with excellent colour were being harvested
during the third week of the month. The estimate of Apple production is the same as
that of a month ago end is placed at 118,500 barrels compared with 121,500 barrels in
1938. Tomato supplies in all distriets are beginning to fall off, cspecially the red
varieties, Liberal quantitics of Cabbage are available in the Montreal section, but
the demand exceeds the supply in Quebce City merkets, Heavy yields of both Carrots
and Beets are anticipated throughout the province. The Onion erop, however, is
expected to be below average.

ONTARTIO

Yestern Ontario

Fruit

The weather conditions have been generally favourable for the colouring,
sizing and harvesting of the Apple cerop, no hail or wind being reported, With the
exception of a late brocd codling moth infcstation in most areas, there is an apparent
freedom from any serious insect pests or fungus discases. The crop should consequently
be an exceptionally clcen one. The conditions have been very favourable for good
development and harvesting of Pcaches, although dry weather has slightly affected the
sizing in Esscx County. Brown rot has been negligible and growers are exercising
greater care in harvesting properly matured fruit. There is considerably less inscct
demage to the Pear crop than last year and in spitc of earlier dry weather, the fruit
has sized exceptionally well, The varicties harvestecd to date have been clean and of
good quaelity. The growing and harvesting conditions have becen very favourable for
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the ggeepc crop., 4 censideravlie incroase is indicated and the quality is good. All
carly —arietics including Wordcns have now becon harvested and the main late varicties
are ncw moving in volume,

Vogatables

In most arcas moisturc and weather conditions have been favourable
for good development and harvesting of vegotables. Practically all the main Potato
producing areas report some late blight with the cxception of Middlesex County.
Although not classed as a scrious pest yet, flea beetles have also been destructive
in some areas, The Late Cabbage and Cauliflower yields in Essex and Kent Counties
will be somewhat rcduced owing to worm injury. Spray control measures for turnip
aphids have shown excellent results, Many growers are reported to be using bluestone
and removing affected tops cn blight infceted potato fields., Celery blight is
negligivble and other vegetablcs not mentioned show general freedom from disease and
insect damage.

Bastern Ontario

Fruit

Moisturc cenditions were favourable during the past month in most
secticons, resulting in Apples veing avorage to above average in size. Development
of colour is below average on fall and early winter varieties and picking several
days later than last scason. A hail storm on September 8 did considerable damage to
a few orchards in the eastern part of Prince Edward County. On Septembor 10 a severe
wind storm blew off from 5 to 10 per cent of the erop in many sections. Considerabloe
bitter pit and corky core are showing oan susceptible varieties. Apple maggot
infestation is somewhat lighter than in previous seasons: Considerable codling moth
injury is reported in an occasional orchard. The crop is exceptionally clean of scab.
Many growers will commence picking McIntosh this week., The Plum crop is the lightost
in many seasons, particularly Damsons, The development of Pears has been excellent.
Insects and diseases have done very little damage.

Vegetables

The late Potato crop has not had sufficient moisture in some sections
this last month and indications now are that the yield will be slightly below averege.
The quality is gencrally better thamn last year: Blight rot is developing in some
fields, but not necarly as general as a yecar ago, The yield of Tometocs will be e
little lower than in 1938, the extreme heat doing some damage. Yellow ends have not
developed nearly as much as last ycar, The quality generally has becen above average.
The Sweet Corn crop has been slightly below average, corn borer being quite general
in the early pickings. An increased acreage of all vegetables has been harvested,
but the yleld is below average. Latc Celery is meking good development, Blight is
less evident than last year,

The estimate of Apple produetion in Ontario in terms of percentage of
last year's crop is as follows:

Western Ontario Fastern Ontario
Fruit Per cent Per cent Per cent Per cent
Increase Decrease Increase Deerease
Repdye Vanie tigs |, ... 19 10
WERLtRy B ove b S et olas ¢ 152 7/
BRLOWLT i oo e Fogel dhoripd o 20 5]
SIVE - or oxcllanne s s fevsislldtefo s o 19 56
GREOTINE) Jitscholi st 0 30 18
SIRRRIE o % 0.5 = s eloiols 35 ¢ 5 25
SO 4o HT R Bl e oSl o 9 10
MEENGIOSH" 1y, 2% steye Mt o 5 0 23 aG)
Other Varietid&s f.i o 20 18
NSk Mionll o, S355 A bre 20 20
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N T W The latest ssiimate of commereiecl fruit production in Ontario as well
as ¥ Iinal figures for 1938 are as follows:

Fruit Unit 1938 1939
IONSRIIEIE" 5ra: oo fols fo) of oo fevazanohass il 845,400 848,900
PCAPS sevecosceroosanses bu. 295,800 254,200
Plums and Pruces «...... bu. 77,200 53,100
BERCRES. o ive'eoiope drs ey ene s bu., 569,600 723,400
(e R RRERE T T ST T Ibe - 33,638,000 48,102,300

Porcentage change in acreage and condition of vogctable crops in
Ontario:

Percentage change in acreage i
Crop from last year Condition of Crops
Ontario West Cntario East Ontario West Ontario Fast
BRTISE JHove o § e 5 el o 0 ] ) 2lee
ORIBBAEE: s o= o5+« [olsren 0] + 10 3 A0 el
RN L OWET o a v lofoie Al + 25 3.0 Zad
SRR O | o oW a5 o s 2 hsllets + 3 + 10 = 0] 3.0
PESRDEY" ohe o5 a2 5 s lekilo <2l (] + 15 3.0 2.9
YNNG S 018 o e Fovs o fopakoys + 2 + 24 By i 2eb
10~ i (biete ERE T S + 8 + 12 B.1 a9
Onion E I I I L R I Y ) +2 +15 5'2 3.1
SERREIAD 5 ¢ .o o 57 5 $Ka 18 -2 + 15 570 2,8
Tom&to T e s se sy "26 & 17 2.8 2.6
12 R S o O 0] + 10 g6 2.6
Persnips LR B RN I N N ) O + 12 5'0 2.9
MANITORA

The weather has bcen favourable for abundant fall growth, Most arcas
roport frequent rains although more moisture would be welcome in some sections.
Cauliflower are heading slowly as & result of the cool cloudy weather, Cabbage,
although small, have developed good firm hcads. Root Crops are rcsponding satis-
factorily to the moist conditions., Potatoes on the other hand arc expected to be
well below average. Some sections report that the poteto vines are still green and
growing., Wintcr storage stock has not yet been dug in these areas,

The condition of the vegetable crops when 1 = poor; 2 =,below avorago;
3 = average; 4 = above average; 5 = excellent, is as follows:

Kind Condition Kind Condition
HWEIS ) 1o o o1e's « 0 NS s B2 CRCRIMEINGS " oAl sidef = o 3.0
BEEINSI N , ous dherseremN el ork §'ee 4,1 Te tlCE. " siehicteis B le o = s
CEIDEEGE" 4 & o /W% e o Vets B o 2.9 ORONEL Foeraeteie ke ie: oo 2,3
cRutlowar Lglad .. 2 20 PRESRIADEIR o e biete sie oo oy
GO S5t % cral Y A8 o1 Sh8 TOMABOBSE L) oxshilelnis v106 o 0 2.8
CRUCTRE orors ¥ o0 edef Bl o Js 245 BOGao oS! Srenoiencluierers's ops l.4
(ofahcoufll" SRS & SRR Ll SR 1.8

SASEATCEETAN

Although the vegetable crops in some sections of the Regina-Weyburn
distriot are poor, there are generally sufficicnt vegetables for local nceds, In
some scattered points where rainfell was more abundant, small surpluses are reported,

Crop District 1, South-eastern.- In southern districts the production
of garden stuff and Potatoes is reported to be insufficient to meet local requirements,
but in the northorn portion of the district, generally, sufficient vegetables werc
produced for local nceds,

Crop District 2, Regina-ileyburn,-~ Production of gerden vegetables
and Potatocs 1s reported insufficient for local requirements at many points of the
déiseraet,
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Crop District 5, South-cuntrsl.- The production of vegetables and

tatces is sufficicnt for local nceds in practically all parts of the district
with the exception of the arca adjaccnt to and north of Lake Johnston, Seme surplus
= both vegetables and Potatocs is rcported in the area west of Swift Curront and in
the exsrsma north-western portion of the district north of Lucky Lake.

Grop District 4, South-western.- The production of vegetables and
ovatres is sulfiiclent to meet local requirements end therc may be a surplus at some
ipt the district,
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Crop District &, East.-central.- With the cxception of some points
immediately north of the QulAppullc Valley, vegetables and Potate production is
reported sufficient for local nocds. A small surplus of Potatoes is reported at

Tl - SR ARPIT,
coicts ia tea neweth,.

Crop District 6, Central.- While vegetable and Potato production at
®most points in the district is reported sufficient fer local requirements, a few
rlaces report shortages. A surplus of Potatoes is reported at some scattercd points
Ll ¥pd Jimtrict

il .
Grop District 7, West-central.- Corn and Potato tops have been badly
damaged oy frost at some voints in the northern porticn of the district, Garden
pgroduction is reported sufficient to meet local requirements and some surplus of
Fotatoes is expected at points in the southern portion of the district.

Crop District 8, North-eastern.- Potato and vegetable production is

feiont for locael vsauivemerts, There will be no surplus of wvegetables, however,
nfl probehly very Little surplus of Potatoes. :
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up District ©, North-western.- Vegetables and Potato production is

reported generaliy sufiiciciit for local needs, A small surplus cf Potatoes is
prebable in the Prinapg Alber: and Noxth Battleford dimtricts,

ERITISH COLUMBIA

The weathor nas Luen execeptionally fine and warm during the past two
weaks througnout the province. Conditions heve been excellent for harvesting, On
Vancouvor Island and the Lower Mainland some Blackberries and Everbcaring Strawberries
are still being harvested. Bartlett pears and Italian prunes are cleaned up, Later
verieties of Pears and Apples have reached the picking stage, Apples on the whole
arec smeller in size and lack colour. In the (kanogan Valley early varieties of peaches
are all sold, but Elbertas are still being shipped in quantity. Italian prunes on
the other hand arc reported to be moving somewhat slowly, The merketing of the Pear
trop has been satisfactory, The first large relense of McIntosh Red Apples is to take
place on September 27 when, it is reported, four hundred carlosds will move, The
©izes are said to be running smaller than last year. It 1s hoped that the Wealthies
will be protty well off the market before the McIntosh begin to move, The only change
in the fruit estimates issued last month was made in the apple crop which is slightly
lower at 5,825,800 boxss compared with 5,878,800 boxes in August and 6,048,500 boxes
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Tha following veport is tuken from the Export Marxets Information
upplement VP 155 issued on Scptember 25, by the Commercial Intelligence Service of
fe Department of Tradec and Commerce.

ok U

The market, while it has dealt in gmall quantities of Canadian applos
Trom British Columbia and Ontario, has yet to meet the first substential arrivals,
aud these are expected to be offered for sale during the coming wecek, It is mere
spzculation to attempt to indicate the reaction of the market to this initial sale,
put there is some possibility that prices will not be at a low Wfevail, |r Thiiis! ‘18 5
psarticularly true for the best quality racks of good colour most suitable for dessort
surposes. A feature that tends to creato favourable marketing conditions is the
Tatiar nodersts yolusd of tha indi ipmontis from Neva Scotia, and it may be that

1ittle difficulty im repid disposal will be encountered.
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- The market Tor Bnglish applos, however, remains very unsottled and
ratiyr dull, and roports received from the principal distributing centres do not
indicate that general conditions arc cminently satisfactory. Dcssert varicties,
particularly ¥orcester Pearmain, arc finding the best domand, but this is of a rather
variable character, while all markets report that very little interest is being shown
in culinary types, Whethor or not this unsatisfactory condition will reveal itself
in the marketing of the first substantial shipments from Canada remains to be seen,

The following report is taken from the Unitcd States Department of
Agriculture Crop Report issued on Scptember 11.

Apples: (Commercial Crop) September 1 conditions indicated a commercial
apple production (thet part of the tobel crop sold or to be sold for fresh consumption)
of 103,260,000 bushels, This is a slight increase over the August 1 estimate,
Decreases in prospective production in the western States were more than offset by
increases in castern and central States, The 1938 commerciel crop wes 82,395,000
bushels and the 10-year (1928-37) average commercial production was 96,469,000 bushels,

Poaches: Total peach production in the United States is indicated to be
61,426,000 bushels, comparcd with 51,945,000 bushels produccd in 1938, and the 10-year
(1928-37) average of 54,151,000 bushels,

Pears: Total poar production in the United States, as indicated by tho
September 1 condition, is 30,282,000 bushels comparcd with the 1938 production of
32,473,000 bushels and the 10-ycar (1928-37) average of 25,489,000 bushels,

Grapes; Total grape production, as indicated by the September 1
condition, is about the seme as the cstimate of August 1, The prospective production
of 2,644,880 tons is 19 pcr cent larger than the 10-year (1928-37) average of
2,214,995 tons but is 2 per cent less than the crop of 2,703,560 tons produccd in 1938.

The preliminary estimate of commorcial fruit production comparcd with
the final figures for 1938:

Canade Unit Year Year

1938 1939
Apples ..".'l..l'."".'. bbl. = II.S‘ 2’190’700 2,168’800
NiB, 48,600 56,900
Quebec dE21L T510)0) 118,500
Ontario 845,400 ‘848,900
B.C. 2,016,200 1,941,900
TOtal CRCRE IR N A AR 3 O B BN BN BN AR BN 4 bblu 5,222,400 5’155,000
Pears seseveacesvesnonccrcce bu, NeSe 27,000 22,100
Ontgrio 295,800 254,200
B.C, 330,600 308,000
TOtal sgsa00sevssso e T bu. 653,400 584:,300
Plums and Prunes ceecasees DU i NS5 9,500 7,400
Ontario 77,200 53,100
BaCo 151,300 161,500
Total PEagasecosvncsones e bu. 238,000 222,000
POQChCS Ceessagentssene s bu. Ontario 569,600 723,400
BeCa 130,400 143,300
700,000 866,700
GTEaPCS seseevscavsssvecces 1bv, Ont, 33,638,000 48,102,300
By O 2,335,600 2,342,000
RS werersle b L L oo | B 35,973, 600 50,444,300

Note: The commercial apple crop includes both fresh sales and fruit intended for
processing, The estimates for both years have been reduced by the quantity
dcsignated as "home consumption". This has been done in order to make tho
ostimates for all provinces comparable and on the same basis,

Estimates for British Columblia have been converted on the following basis:
Apples, threce boxcs to the barrel; pears, box 42 1lb,, bushels 50 1b,; plums ard

prunes, peaches, apricots and cherries, three crates to the bushel; strawbciTics
and raspberries, 12 quarts to the crate,
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