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Fruit and Vegetable Crop Report

Ottawe, September 26, 1941, - The Dominion Bureau of Statistics in co-
operation with the Fruit Branch of the Department of Agriculture and the Provincial Depart-
monts of Agriculture, issues today a report showing the condition of fruit and vegetable
orops in the main producing areas for the month of September., Preliminary estimates of
production are given along with the final cstimates of the 1940 fruit crops.

SUMMARY

The latest ostimates of production for the four major tree frult orops,
nemoly, apples, pears, plums and peaches, indicate that, while a reduction from the August
cstimate of the apple crop is now in prospect, the estimates for pears and plums remain
substantially unchangod, On the other hand, the outlook for the peach crop has improved.
The dowrward revision in the estimatc of the apple orop is due, mainly, to the somewhat
poor prospects in Nova Scotia whore a reduction of 8 por coent from thc August estimato
ocourred, Minor revisionswere also made in the estimates for Ontario and British Columbia,
The Quobec crop, however, is now estimated to be 3 per cemt higher than a month ago, whilo
the New Brunswick ostimato remeins unchanged, A Canadian apple orop of 3,495,800 barrols
is now in prospcct, which is 4 per cont below the August estimate of 3,628,000 barrels and
19 per cent below the 1940 cstimate of 4,292,300 barrcls, A slight reduction in the pros-
pocts for the pear crop occurrcd in Ontario during the month bringing the Canadian crop to
560,000 bushels, which is only slightly bolow the August estimate of 562,600 bushels, but
3 per comt below the cstimated crop of 576,300 bushels in 1940, While no changes woro re=
oorded in the plum and prune crops in Nova Scotia and British Columbia, the Ontario estimate
was incroased by 4 per cent which brought the total for Canada to 251,700 bushols, an in-
croese of 1 per cemt over the August cstimate of 248,300 bushels, The Canadian peach orop
is now sot at 855,200 bushels, an incroase of 5 per cent over tho August figure, The
improvoment is due entirely to an increase of 7 per cont in the Ontario estimate, There
has been no change in prospocts for the grape crop since the August report, The estimate
for the 1941 crop still remains at 52,555,000 pounds as compared with the 1940 crop of
52,727,200 pounds,

Notes~ Whore condition figures are quoted in the
following reports, thc basis is as follows: lepoor;
2=below average; 3d=-average; 4=above averago; S=ex-
coptionally good,

PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND
(September 20)

Tho woather has been cold and wet with very little sunshine since the
August report. The apples are smaller than average for this season of the year, Apple
scab is bad even in well sprayed orchards and is threatening to became worse, Plums aro
devoloping woll in spito of cxeossive moisture but are ripening slowly., Brown rot although
not serious may result in considerable losses,

NOVA SCOTIA
(Scptember 20)

The weathor for the most part has been cool with an abundance of rain-
fall, Although conditions vary depending on the locality, apples generally are of smaller
than average size, As a result, the cstimte of the crop has declined 8 per oent from a
month ngo and is now sct at 1,265,000 barrels, Therc have been no hail or windstorms to
date, Insecct damnge has been coused chiefly by codling moth and where spraying was not
thoroughly carried out apple scab is plentiful, The pear crop although small is of good
quality. The fruit is sizing well and is goncrally free of insect or disease damage, The
plum crop is also smaller than a year ago and the fruit is somewhat undorsize, There has
been no serious outbreak of brown rot this season,
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NOVA 5COTIA (Concluded)
(Septomber 20)

Vegetarls crops asre progressing favourably but due to the cool wet
weather tomatoes are ripening very slowly,

The September Estimate of thc 1941 Fruit Crops Compared with the
Final Estimote of Production in 1940

Kind Unit 1940 1941

Apples bbl. 1,151,000 1,265,000
Fears bu, 21,700 17,400
Plums bu, 7,900 5,500
Strawberries ’ qte 1,254,200 1,404,700
Raspberries qt. 74,000 66,600

NEW BRUNSWICK
(September 20)

The weather continued to be wet and cool until September 15 and the
apples as a result are later in maturing than normal, The fruit is small in size and
colouring very slowly, #Although no severe windstorms have occurred, strong winds have
caused considerable dropping particularly of the early varieties. Apple soab still re-
mains a serious problem, but insects have caused very little damage, The estimate of the
orop remains unchanged since last month at 67,000 barrels,

Vegetables, September 25,- The meturity of both vine crops and corn
was retarded by the adverse weather which prevailed until the middle of the month, The
supplies of these vegetablcs, consequently, were below local requirements, On the other
hand, cauliflower, cabbage, celery and lettuce are plentiful and root crops pramise normal
yields, From Septomber 15 the wecather has been clear and warm and late orops are now
growing rapidly and harvesting is progressing favourably, Frosts on September 13 destroyed
most of the tender vegetable crops.

The September Estimate of the 1941 Fruit Crops Compared with the
Final Estimate of Productiocn in 1340

Kind Unit 1540 1541

Strawberriles qt. 1,275,000 1,657,500

Raspberries gte 40,000 37,800
QUEBEC

(September 23)

In the Montreal area the weather has been warm and dry during the past
two weeks, Reports from the Hemmingford district indicate that the trees are showing the
affects of the continued dry spell, Several growers are spraying to prevent excessive
dropping of the fruit, The picking of McIntosh apples is practically completed and Fam=-
euse are now being harvested, Although the colour of the early pickings of McIntosh was
poor, later pickings have had exceptionally high colour, Fameuse also are reported to be
woll coloured, Fruit is moving directly into consumption with very small quantities going
to storage, Prices are reported to be the bewt in several years, A slight inorease of
5,000 barrels over the August ostimate is now indicated and production this year is sot
at 166,700 barrels,

The September Estimate of the 1941 Fruit Crops Compared with the
Final Estimate of Production in 1940

Kind Unit 1940 1941
Apples bbl. 323,500 166,700
Strawberries at. 3,636,000 2,727,000

Raspberries

qt.

2,771,200

1,586,600
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ONTARIO
(September 22)

Bestorn Ontario:~ Moisture supplics were sufficient to promote rapid
sizing of fruits during thc past nonth, With ideal weather condit ions apples havc taken
on good coleur and the sizc of somc varieties is above average, In general, the fruit is
exceptionally free of scab and inscct injury., In somo orchards, however, side worm, bud
moth and leaf rcllers have caused considerable damage, The apple maggot survey has been
comploted and the infestation is lightor than in past seasons, Two-thirds of the McIntosh
crop was picked by Septembor 20 and the percentage of No. 1 fruit:is larger than last
scason. Harvesting of both McIntosh and Snow will be complcted in anocther wook, Tho sizo
of late varietios is improving with the exception of heavily-loaded Stark trees, The
quality of the plum crop is good, and harvesting has been a weoek earlier than average.

The size of the pear crop is well above average and the fruit is practically froe of in=-
sect and fungous demnge, All veriotics were harvestod a week to ten days earlicr than
last season,

Vegotables.~ The weather in most sections has beon warm and dry during
the post two weeks, All lato vegetobles aro in gomorally good condition but now need morc
moisture, As roported last month the early potato crop is genorally below average and ro=
ports now indicate that the yield of latc varictiecs will also be disappointing in most
soctions, The yiold of corn has boen much better than averago and the infestation of corn
borers and ear worms has been very light cspecially on the lato varieties, The canning
plants cxpeot the pack of swoet corn to be hoavier than last scason provided there aro no
frosts, Thc yield of tomatoes is now indicated to be above that of last yoar., With the
harvost starting two wecks carlicr than last year, mony processing plants have alrocady
equalled the 1940 pack,

Wostorn Ontario.- An cstimated decrcvase of 20 per cent in the conmercial
product ion of apples compared with last yoar is now indicated, Increases in the production
of early varietios, Wealthy, Snow and Greening, arc off'sct by reduced crops of all othor
varieties. The size and colour of the fruit is fair to good, While apple scob is well
controlled, somc late brood codling moth larvae aro causing damage particularly in the
Niagara, Elgin=-Oxford and Essex-Kont-Lampton areas, Hoavy winds on September 6 rosulted
in some dropping of tho fruit in scveral areas, especially in Wentworth and Halton Countics.
Conditions werc favourablc for the harvesting of a clean crop of plums, As Buropecan and
prunc varicties were heavier than anticipated, the estimate of the crop has boon inereased
5 per cent since last month, The movencnt of Damson pluis to the United States for pro-
cossing has already amounted %o approxirately 275 tons, While peach production in the
Niegara district is ostimated st approximatcly the samc as last year, heavy inoroase¢s arc
reported in other arcas, particularly in Norfolk ccunty. The peach crop in Ontario is now
estimated to be 7 per cent larger than that of last year., Sizing has becn satisfactory
except in a few WNiagara arcas, and harvesting conditions worc good, tho fruit being
genorally clean, well coloured and of good flavour, Harvesting of Bartlett pears is now
completed, Kieffers and Anjous are developing well and the fruit 1is clean and of good
quality. 4 heavy wind of September 6 oawsed some dropping of these varietios, Although
the grape crop is somewhat irregular, conditions have been favourable for development and
harvesting has becn enrlicr than usual, Concords are now in excellent condition for har=
vesting and the bunches aro firm and the berries fair to good in size and of uniform
maturity,

Vegetables,= Worm, dry weather in August was rolieved early in Sept-
embor by heavy rains in most areas aid present conditions arc now considered to be
favourable for proper maturing and harvesting of the vegetable crops,

The September Estimates of Fruit Crops in Ontario and the Final Estimates for 1940
are as followsi-

Description Unit 1940 1941 Crop 1941
as peroent
of 1% 0
Apples Eastorn Ontario  bbl, 297,000 65 193,000
Wostern " U 486,200 80 389,000
TOTAL 783,200 74 582,000
Pears Bastern Ontario  bu. 34700 128 4,700
Western " y 260,600 80 208,500
TOTAL 264,300 81 213,200
Plums & Prunes Bastern Ontario  dbu. 2,100 80 1,700
Western " " 70,400 122 85,900

TOTAL 72,500 121 87,600
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The September Estimates cf Fruit Crops in Ontario and the Final Estinates for 1940
arc as follows: (Concluded)

Description Unit 1940 1941 Crop 1941
as percent
of 1940
Peaches Wostern Ontario  bu, 595,000 107 638,600
TOTAL 596,000 107 636,600
Cherries Eastern Ontario bu, 10,400 75 7,800
Western " v 77,300 198 163,100
TOTLL 87,700 183 160,900
Strawberries Eastern Ontarlio qt, 2,703,400 40 1,081,400
Wostern " " 8,262,600 80 4,957,600
TOTLL 10,966,000 56 6,039,000
Raspberrics Eastern Omtario  qt, 3,114,000 65 2,024,100
Western " ¥ 257905700 70 1,926, 568
TOTAL 5,864,700 87 3,949,600
Grapes Western Ontario  1b, 49,900,000 100 49,900,000
TOTAL 49,900,000 100 49,900,000

The Condition of the Vegetable Crops in Ontario during the third week of Septomber
and the Percentage Chonge in Acreago from last year are as follows:

Percontage change Condition
in acreage from last year

Desoription ~Westorn Pastorn Western Eastern

Ontario Ontario Ontario Ontario
Beets (bunching) 0 0 $,0 2.9
Beots (topped) 0 0 320 340
Cabbage (late) + 2 + 3 29 B
Cauliflower (late) 0 -2 2,8 3,0
Carrots (bunching) 0 -1 3,0 7%
Carrots (topped) -3 -3 3.0 340
Celery (late) -3 0 2.9 2.9
Corn (sweet) + 3 A % 2,9 3,2
Corn (processing) + 31 + 41 2,9 34
Cucunbers -2 0 S0 3.3
Lettuce + 15 + 3 3.0 3,0
Onions -7 + 6 258 3l
Potatoes (late) - TR + 2 2,8 2,8
Tomatoes (fresh consumption) + 6 + 1 g0 o |
Tomatoes (oanning) + 8 -5 S 58

Note: In the August report, the acroage change of onions
should have read minus 14 per cent instead of plus 14
per cent in Western Ontario,

MANIT OBA
(September 23)

An ebundance of rain has fallen throughout most of Manitoba since
September 3, The continuous rein has made harvesting operations very difficult. This
is especially the case on the heavier soils of the Red River Valley, Fortunately, however,
there have been no scricus frosts, About one-third of the onion corop still remains in the
ground, The yield is reported to be very high this year, Because of the wet weather,
beots, oarrots and parsnips still remain to be dug, The yield per acro of potatoes promised
to be unusually good, but late reports indicate that the tubers arc rotting in the ground
particularly in the section north of Winnipeg, It is possible that the excessive soll
moisturo may affeot their keeping quality, Tho tomato crop has been excellent although
ripening haes been slow, Aftor a slow start the corn crop developed satisfactcrily. In
many parts of the province sweet corn is still being used and is of excellent quality, The
yiold of root crops of all types will be good, but soveral weoks of dry warm weathor will
be required to complete the harvest,
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SASHAT CHEWAN
(Septomber 24)

Light to hcavy showers have fallen during September. The heaviest
precipitation has been in the west-central and northwestern districts but practically
211 other areas have received frequent light to mcderate rains, Light frosts have occ-
urred at scattered points throughout the province with injury to vines and tender garden
stuff, Heavy frosts resulting in more sericus injury are reported in a few northern
districts, Aside from fairly extensive infestation of potato beetles end damage by
grasshoppers in a few ereas, very little insect injury has taken place. There was, how-
ever, a heavy letc infestation of beet web=worm in some districts. Although the weather
during September has been cool, growth has been stimulated by the additional moisture and
potatoes particularly have been benefited, The prcduction of garden stuff is reported
sufficient to meet local requirements in practically all districts and at a few points
there will be a surplus, Cucumber, pumpkin and other vines have been particularly goad
this year,

ALEERTA
(September 25)

The condition of all vegetable crops contimies to be satisfactory. Re-
ports indicote that the supplies of turnips, parsnips, boets and cabbage are sufficient to
neet all normal marret demands, There is some uncertainty, however, as to the availability
of sufficient supplies to moet the demands of military camps.

BRITISH COLUNMBIA
~ {September 24&)

The weather conditions in all sections of the province have been most
unsatisfactory for the harvesting of all crops. It has been extremely wet in both the
interior and coastal areas during the past four weeks, Small fruit crops such as ever-
bearing strawberries and blackberries are still being harvested, The peach crop 1is
practically over and the picking of prunes is completed, The tomage will possibly be
somewhat larger than the original estinates, The pear hervest is also finished. Apple
picking is well under way with a heavy movement of MecIntosh to marketing cemtres, The
September estimate shows the apple crop to be approximately 30 per cent less than that
of 1940, Some difficulty is being experienced in curing the onion crop and the wet
wenther has materially shortened tomatc production., Seed growers are having difficulty
in harvesting seeds of onions and other late seed crops.

The September estimates of frult production in British Columbia for 1941 and the
final estimates for 1940 are as followss

Description Unit 1940 1541

Apples Lox 5,942,900 4,245,200
Pears 3 345,600 392,200
Plums & prunes erate 401,700 475,700
Peaches . " 575,900 856,000
Apricots - 169,200 203,900
Cherries iy 209,200 182,100
Strawberries Y 680,600 852,300
Raspberries v 245,300 273,400
Loganberries 1b, 2,383,500 2,490,000

Grapes 3 2,827,200 2,655,000
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September Estimetes of Casadian Fruit Production in 1941 with

Final Estimetes for 1940
1940 1941
barrels
Apples =
Nova Scotia 1,151,000 1,265,000
New Brunswick 53,600 67,000
Quebec 323,500 166, 700
Ontario 783,200 682,000
British Columbia 1,981,000 1,415,100
Canada 4,292,800 3,495,800
bushels
Pears =
Nova Scotia 2157780 17,400
Ontario 264,300 213 200
British Colwambia 290,300 329,400
Canada 576,300 560,000
Plums end Prunes -
Nova Scotila 7,900 54506
Ountario 72,500 87,600
British Columbla 133,900 158, 600
Canada 214,300 251,700
Peaches =
Ontario 58% 4,000 636,600
British,Gplumb%t 192 P00 218,600
ol 787,000 5,200
ABricots -
British Columbia 56,400 68,000
Canada 66,400 68,000
Cherries -
Ontario 87,700 160,800
British Columbie 69,700 60,700
Canada 157,400 221,600
quarts
Strawberries =
Nova Scotla 1,254,200 1,404,700
New Brunswiek 1,275,000 1,657,500
Quebeo 3,636,000 2,727,000
barto 10,966,000 6,039,000
British Columblia 8,167,600 7,828,000
Canada 25,298,800 19,656,200
Raspberries -
Nova Scotia 74,000 66, 600
New Brunaswiock 40,000 37,800
Quebeac 2,771,200 1,385,600
Ontario 5,864,700 3,949,600
British Columbia 2,943,300 ™ 5,280,300
Canada 11,693,200 “x\ 8,719,900
pounds.
Loganberries - R
British Columbia 2,383,500 490,000
Canada 2,383,500 ¥
Grapes -
Ontario 49,900,000 4$,5900,0
British Columbia 2,827,200 2,655,000
‘ Canada 52,727,200 62,555,000

Notes British Columbia estimates are converted on the following basis: Apples, three
boxes to the barrels Pears, boxes 42 1b,, bushels 50 1b; Plums and prunes, peaches,
apricots and cherries, & crates to the bushel; Strawberries and raspberries 12 quarts
to the crate; Loganberries 18 lb, to the crate,
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