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FRUIT AND VEGETABLE CRCP REPORT

Ottawa, June 1, 1946: The Dominion Bureau of Statistics in co-oporation with
the Marketing Service of the Department of Agriculture and the Provincial Departments of

Agriculture, Lssues today a report showing the condition of fruit and vegetable crops in
the main producing areas.

SUMMARY

It 1s still cxcoedingly early in the season to predict the out-turn of the
1946 fruit crops, but in goneral prospects are somewhat brighter than last year., In the
Maritimes the orchards have not bloomed yet, but with favouratlo weather during the re-
nainder of the season, the crop should be about normal. Orchards in Quebec show the re-
gult of the unfavourable 1945 geason and production, while larger than last year, will
be mich below normal. In Ontarlq orchards have rocoversd considerably from the sovere
damage caused by frost and scab last season., The apple crop is expected to bo sbout
average while an above-mverage peach crop is loocked for. The prospocts for the plum
and prune crop is still in doudbt but pears and chorrl es will not be as good as the dloon
indicated because of late frost damage.

Strawberry production will be heavier than last season, the increase ranging
from 5% to 109 in Westorn Ontario to 20% in Eastern Ontario. Raspborries are about the
gane as last year, In Manitoba the fruit crops were seriously reduced by late frosts
which affocted the tree fruits particularly. The prospects for all crops in 3ritish
Columbia are dright. Poaches and apricots are particularly pronising.

Fron the pregent indicationg the outlook is for a23% incresse in potato pro-
duction this soason. Bgsed on the farmers® intention to plant and an average yield per
acre, the outlook is for a crop of 44,389,000 cwt.

FRUIT CROPS 1946

PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND

Orchard trees and fruit bdushes wers not danaged by weather during the wintor
months and are at present in healthy condition. Spring weather has beon cold and dack-
ward end 1little work has been done on the land with the result that planting and scoding
will be late this soason, The trees have also been retarded in their developnent and the
orchards will bloon late. A prediction of the possible yields at this tine would not be
posdi ble, but since trees are in good condition and the blooning poriod will likely coin-
cido with fine weathor, an excellent crop of all orchard and suall fruits is looked for,

NOVA SCOTIA

GENERAL — Temperatures during the winter months had n» 111 ef focts on the apple, pear,
plum or peach trees. The month of March was noteworthy in that the hours of sunshine
wera the highest on record at Kentville since 1912, There was little rain and the
average nean temmperature was 10° higher than normal, With this favoursble weathor,
growers were able to concentrate on prunin: ané removal of brush from the corchards. Even
fortilizer and manure were applied in some instances. April was wet and backward with
no extrenes of temperature. May to date has beon oxceedingly unsatisfactory for pruning
and other orchard work and hss delayed cperations of Tegetable growers in preparing the
goil and planting of vegetables. \
FRUIT PROSPECTS — Fr:m the present bud development the prospects generally are t hat
Gravenstein, King, Ribsten, McIntosh, Wagener and Golden Russot will have at loast an
average bloon, but Den Davis, Gano and some Spy orchards will bo light. All fruit troes
came through the winter without injury and the fruit bud development, with few excep-
tions, indicate an avorage bloon., The oxceptions nre the orchards which were seriously
defoliated by frost and scab., Theso orchards at present indicate that the 1946 crop will
be light.

CARE OF ORCHARDS —— The Spring of 1946 has scen a mch improved interest in the orchards,
Pruning has beoen generally practiced ar”,for the mOst part,has been well done over the
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whole Valley, Possibly never in the history of the Valley has more attention been given
to gpraying for the control of fungous disocases. The majority of the growers havo al-
ready applied two and some of the better growers will have put on four sprays by the
bloom. Weather conditions during April were not particularly suitable fcr spraying oil
for the control of oystershell scals, but most orchards were trecated for this insect.
Applications of nicotine for tbe control of aphids wes hindercd by hjgh winds and unfav-
ourable weather. Frequont rains havo made it wery diffieult to move spray equipnent
through the orchards, In spite of this, falrly good jobs of spraying have been done,
With the wot unfavourable woather, there has been almost continuous dischargo of sceb

\  gpores and spraying has not been too offective in controlling this discasc. With infoo-
tion alroady showing on the foliage, thero is a serious pcssibility that tho crop will
not be too clean unloss woather conditions improve and futurc spray is woro offective.

NEW_BRUNSWICK

GENERAL —- Spring woather to date has been generally backward with frequent showers and
continued cold weather since the latter part of April, which has rotarded plant growth
and geeding operations of all early cropse.

APPLES —— The orchards are, for tho most part, well budded particularly McIntosh and

present indications are for a good crop if conditions remain favourablo. The advorse
weather of 1945 did not set the tree development bYack to any extent and the crop thls
year is expocted to te only slightly reduced. Tho scason is decidedly late and full

bloom on McIntosh, Cortland and othor principle varietios is not expected bofore the

first week in June.

SMALL FRUITS ~- Strawberries and raspbord os wintored well, but growth to date has been
glow. Stands of plants in the early producing areas, that is, tho Grand Leke districh,
are not as thick as normal, due to the dry growing season in 1945, coupled with some
winter: : injury through exposure. Late producing areas, however, are oxpocting normal
harvests. Raspberries wintered woll and prospects for now plantings, to a certain ex-
tent, depend upon the available supplies of planting stock which ig still below normnal,

QUEDBEC

Orchards ard spmall fruit plantations wintered well and nc injury of importence
{s roported. The apple crop will be considerably below average this season. Ny verio-
ties, production ig currently cstimated as follows:- Late varieties, 80%-100% of normal;
Faneuge, 50%-60% of normel, while McIntosh aroc expected ; to be only 30%-407 of normal,
Thig last variety sufforod more than others from apple scsb last scason. It is reported
that some orchards will harvest no McIntosh st all this scason. The bloom ig about
finished and temperature wag ideal for pollonation. Fractically no scab is apnarent
and insect damage is negligible.

The strawberry crop is promiging in the Two Mountains and Laval sections, but
will be 75% to 80% less than last year in Buorairie on account of ice, which covered the
beds all wintoer. Strawberries will be in full dloom at the end of the weak.

ONTARIO

GENERAL -— In Eastern Ontario, that is in the Counties east of York, the orchards ere in
good condition generally, There wam sonme loss of apple and cherry trees, however, in a
few orchards which were severely defoliated last secason., Some bark splitting on trunks
of younger troes is now apparent in a number of orchards. Severe frosts during the
last week in April caused some fruit bud and foliage injury chiefly on low ground in the
early sections,

In Western Ontario comnercial orchards and vineyards wintered in good condition and with
minimar  rodont damage. Spring moisture snd weather conditions to date havo beon
favourable fcr good pruning, spraying and cultivation. Only in Pocl-York do scme treos
show & weskenod condition rosulting from defoliation in 1945, Frosts in nid-April end
early May causod verying damage to fruit blossoms in west Elzin, Middlesex, Essex, Kent,
Prant and, to a lessor oxtont, in the Georgisn Ray area with practically no damsge 1n
other districts.

APPLES — About two-thirds of the orchards in Esstorn Ontaric are showinz a mediun to
heavy bloom. Trees that suffored folisge injury 1last scason show a light patchy
blogson. Barly varicties carried an average bloon, vhile fall and oarly winter varieties
range from averago to above average, with winter varicties averege. There 1s one excep-
tion, Baldwins, which are poor. Starks and Spys are zenerally patchy, but a fow blocks
of these varieties bloomed hecavily. On the whole, the prospects are for a crop of 55%
to €0% of aversge. In Western Ontario apple trees, with the e xceptinon of Daldwins and
a fow orchards which waro defoliasted in 1945, carried a fair to heavy load of bloom and
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early prospects are for an average crop, However, severe frost damage to bloonm in wost
Elgin, part of Middlesex, Brant, Egssex and Kent Counties has lowered tho prospects con-
siderably. Early and fall varieties, generally, are expected to be average while winter
varieties will definitely be below average. By districts, prospects are as follows:
Georgian Bay, slightly better than average: Peel-York, Norfolk and Elgin-Oxford, alrost
average, with all other areas below average.

PEARS ~~ Prospects for the pear crop in Eastern Ontario are above avorage. Tho tiraes
wintered in good condition and regular sprays have Yeen mpplied, Most varieties are now
in full bloonm and aro carrying a hecavy blossom. In Western Ontario pear trees are gen-
erally healthy. There was a heavy tloon on all varieties, but frost danage was sorious
in some districts. In the main producing aroa of Niagara, many orchards now give indi-
cations of poor prospects, particularly for Bartletts.

PLUMS -~ The present plum prospects in Eastern Ontario are average, The trees are in
good condition and are now in full bleom., Although some varietiocs are patchy, most kinds
ghow a heavy blossom. In Western Ontario the show of bloom was oxcellent in all areas,
tut the set of fruit in the main producing area of Niagara is still uncertain. 1In the

central and south-western districts, the crop will be below average as a result of frost
danages

CHERRIES — In Eastern Ontario, prospects for sour cherrics are gonerally below average.
Trees are in fairiy good condition, but late frosts causod somc bud injury. A few or-
chards showed a heavy load of bloon, while others wore very irregular. In Western Ontarlo
the present prospocts are for an average crop in Niagara,Purlington, Norfolk and Peel-
York districts. In other sections the outlook is poor because of frost injury. Sweet
cherry prospects in Niagara are fair to good. In the less inportant districts, the crop
was geriocugly reduced by frost danage.

PEACHES ~- Peaches are grown only in Western Ontario where the trees are in oxcellent con=
dition. Following a heavy bloom, the crop prospects are average to above average in
Niagara, Burlington and Norfolk, but are below avorage in Middlesex and Essex.

STRAWBERRIES -~ In Eastern Ontario, frost damaged early bdloons in some localities. How-
ever, a 20% inc:iease over the 1945 crop is loocked for if weather conditions continue fav-
ourable, Consideradle new planting was done last year and most patches are developlng
good growth and are looking well after rocent rains. In Westorn Ontario it is probabloe
there will be an increase of from 5 to 10% in production this season, In general, the
condition of the beds is good and plant growth has been rapid. An increase in the bear-
ing acreage is reporiod in Niagara, Burlington and Peel-~York districts, but there 1s a
decrease in Norfolk, Brant and Georgian Bay sections, In Middlesex, Head of the Lakos
and South-Western Counties, no changes are noted.

RASPEERRIES -- Crop prospects are slightly below average in Eastern Ontario. Some beds
are looking well but others show heavy winter damage. In this district there was a cone
siderable increase in new plantings. In Western Ontaric, the crop is expected to be
at least equal to that of last year if present favourable weather conditions prevail,

Plants are generally in good condition and the acreage shows a slight increasc since
last year.

GRAPES «~ It is still too early to cstimate the possidle grape harvest in Western Ontarie
but vineyards are in excellent condition and vines are growing rapidly.

MANITOBA

FRUIT —— Tree and bush fruits were very heavily danaged by frost early in Moy and there
will be a complete failure of most troe fruits. In addition thore will likoly be some
loss of trees owing to severo winter injury. Sraller fruits, such as currants and goose-
berrios, survived quite well, although yields ;iT’ i3 Melow nnrrnl Raspberries suffered
1agt fall from frosts which killed back upper portiorsof the canes and severe frosts
this Spring, in most cases, killed the young fruiting ghoots. Production of raspberries
is therefore expected to bo very light. Strawberriee -ere in part winter-killed but
generally survived. Ever-Yearing is the comnmon varicty and frosts caught the first
fruit duds to be formed.

BRITISH COLUMEIA

GENERAL ~— The wiaicr in tho main fruit producing areas was, for the most part, nild and
with only short periods of freezing temperaturos. With an early start this Spring, cool
weather retarded plant covelopment and growth is now only one week in advance of last
season., Moisture supplies vary from poor to good with irrigation water being applied

in gome sections. Spring frosts were generally light and had little offect, excopt in
the case of chery’ ss in some sections of the Okanagan Valley which were seriously
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aeffected by frost on the night of April 30th.

TREE FRUITS -~ ALl varieties of fruit tlossomed well and although it is still too early

to determine the set of fruit, good crops are locked for. Apples will de a heavier crop
than last year, bul plums in some sections are spotty. Sweet cherries appear to be the

only exception with Bings being on the light sid@, Peaches and apricots are expocted to
carry full crops and pears have also set well, Small frult crops are very pronmising and
fair to heavy yields are anticipated. Strawterries arc in full b»locnm and the earliest

varieties wlll “: .Larketed about the first weck in June. DRaspberry beds are developing

rapidly and the cares are making strong growth. Loganberry and blackberry production is
expected to show an increase over last! year as new acrcage is coming into bearing.

VEGETABLES
Cool, btackward weather in the Maritime Provinces has retarded planting and seed-

ing operations. Development 0f crops has been slow and very little produce has yot
appeared in the local markets,

In the Montreal area of Quchbec the asparagus crop has been late, due to the
bad weather. Hcavy supnlies, howevor. are now on the morkot. 'With an increase of 10%
in acreage over last year, if the weather continues finc, total production will be good.
Beans are just cmerging as cold weather has retarded germination. The acreage this
season will be about the same as last year. There will be no change in acreage of beets
and growth to ‘ale has been slow, The acreage of early cabbage w 11 bs 20% larger than
last year. This crop has grown fairly well and looks fairly promising. The acrecage sown
to early carrots is expected to be 20 to 25% larger 3hsn last season. This crop also
has been slow in doveloping. Planting of early cauliflower has just been completed and
the acreage will be 25% larger than in 1945, It is still too carly to predict what the
crop will be but growth so far has been good. Swecet corn is being sown for the second tine
as early sceding rotted in the ground because of excessive noisture, Hot bed cucunbers are
not too healthy in tre Ste. Dorothee seciion but other localities report gooi growth,
This erop, however. requires more warnm days. The field crop is expected to be larger
than last scason. The acreage to be planted to lettuce will be considerably reduced
this year with icaberg type down 25% and other types down 10%. The acreage of seeded
onions will be 10% greater and the acreage of planted onions 20% greater than last season,
Seceding and planting is practically over in tho Montreal area.

Planting of parsnips will be done during the next two weeks. The anticipated
acreage will be about the same as in 1945. The acreage of peas for the fresh nmarket is
gomewhat lees than last year. Gurmination is reported to be good, Pcas for canning pur-
poscs show an increase in acreage over last yoar. Spinach acrecage is adbout the samc as
that of 1945 and the crop looks promising, Thc present supplies on the market are heavy.
The tomatoes intended for the fresh market are oxpected to show no increase in acreage
thlis year. The planting, however, is not yot started.

In Eastern Ontario early conditions have been ideal for working the soil and for
seeding. Growth devoloped slowly during the first three wecks in May, due to cold, dry,
windy weather but since the rocent rains and higher temperature growth has been mich
better. The spring frosts caused very little damage throughout the district. The con-
dition of all crops is average or better. The contiracted acreage for the canning crops
gshows an increase ranging fron 15p for peas to 59% for corn over the acreage harvested
in 1945, The increase in the casc of tomatocs is 44%.

In Western Ontario unusually dry weather from March to early May enabled grow-
ers to prepare the soil on an unusually large scale at an early date. Low temperatures,
frequent high winds a.d lack of molsture, however, greatly retarded germination and
development of all crops. Since May 10th, however, conditions have becn more favourable.
Several sharp frosts in late April and e~rly May, coupled with high wind, damaged cauli-
flower seedlings, especially in the Egsox, Kent, Lampton area where some re-gseeding of
onions was necessitated by soill drifting. ‘Tield operations in the Northern Ontario and
Head of the Lakes districts have not progressed tn any extent but reports from t hese
soctions indicate that prospective plantings will be at least cguivalent to those of
last year, With ample rainfall and warmer weather in nid-Mey, all crops are rocovering
satisfactorily and are now growing rapidiy. Except for a few crops, notadly cauliflower
and early celery in the main producing areas, the cutleok for almcst all coimodities ie
now about averase, AsperaZus wns first cut »t Surlingston on April 20th but harvesting
in volune was dolayed urtil May 6th, Head lettuce was cut surprisingly early at Learr
Ington on May 19th hut comuereclal volume will not be available until the Zast week in Mny,
Canning crops are moking an auspicious start, although delivery of asparazus to the pro-
cessors was delayed uitil May 20th. The seeding of pens is practicnlly enmpleted nnd
there is a substantinl incroase in acrange already up and growing woll, The planting of
tomatoes is well undnr way, ospocially in the Bssex, Kent, Lamptcn aran, where trial




’ vill
ir | -
I i 'i' LN '- .'r o A
||ﬁ - ¥ q“ EI:
o 1 ﬁ:& LI/ i

inlr—'f"'_ .

s ». . -.-.-rl-.-'
t-I oy ?

e - b
[ } r t ] ] . i+, .1*‘;""
‘ [:-._j;:: ,;‘- Al 5 At rﬂj"‘;’h o thivla ™ E
a "'n . -I ‘I{F‘.HI‘t hbj* 4‘-_. ; r:m _I-t:;'t::'ﬁ I
=T |Ir‘|. II . = H"M‘I = m'

|

R
Il TR R R

"F:nm flamcoxd ¢hrad o AY

Wk SN B T J'-"*f

Mgl Tipel oEM .q..-ﬂ:qﬁ
. coe dupt

' [ T RN
MHI‘-‘T'H“:HI? M
. -r'-l;-.
= N ,411. R ap o phnaRe
|

T o6 #t vianl 3
r 10 "l'u .'" ‘4? !
] 44 h t'i_i
1 F N Ilr.:.l }-II-. W

= 1-- mn = .Hm.-l:m !
1 "-. ;~ m-.,.,, -uﬂ'“

i3 s o e e h,, mqh .u:'*v.ﬂ p.#qi (110 %8 e
=R el m el ‘—|"l"’.bf tﬁw 2 40 4 -ﬁ'f' @
e wi Med, Jom :.:t' "1 Sl A ‘m#._u m r A7 et
}

=

Lo e AT R '5-:-«#141 B,

N T -r'urFH d l-” e Wi :r—r*#var‘ *-"“ ’i l’f.‘

T et A o r-u#.arm “wrﬂ_'m! _-i:l;:‘a 2 mp

v '| ‘] )

Itkm fige nlﬁhh;-!wmmllm: P cwrX Gf

Fan AT f! T et THE E T wr'w% . ’L’ AR
ii i) :l-.'-lull.l:ﬂ!" W S _Iﬂ T TR ._mbt _mL PESERpenSS e 4

_ ,-‘q«“‘lﬁ"ﬂ‘&fft - 7 Aptsnd o1 .rh.m-1~ red sl il e

."-_.'E_ ", ol ] q" ."n&.j“— ¥ s l"f‘ ‘ H‘ }" “

.nﬁ I-ﬁij ﬁ.t 145 T2 61 aey, 390 2 3 windnt fapvet
; ﬂ#iﬂ}& \iﬂM ¥ ar ‘41rmadi 0%

Heetn ""ii!ﬂi-l 'lt‘ihi'f-'*‘._‘im }H1 ool skwing ; LT h ST ARE ST
by ':i:#..—.ﬁf = ol AL T 1. Pat ’ﬂm‘ﬁkﬁ:&: ﬁ'ﬁ;l I 15-‘&;-15 v

._-]H .:.l'-‘-:-‘m 4T AN T helealh vt 'L-I'r" shioe @id
o8 iyt 3 B Sl orif P .:ﬁm rﬁg.ﬂq m‘ﬂ iy Ak W W

i 54 r- R T
«g e_{ AP v ..“g ..
#228%h.. > ‘H 20 58 St il 4
: SOl ror it -‘s-n‘““ 'ﬁ

."5_'
R

“.l--u L H' kr.., .q,q,-g,
5T pel) 'qt--ql-l-.-.m ﬁt:..rr:

Y

" wis Ul e *m; ‘i
-l s »f"aa? w4 Mt ¢ e Sfgaet) 05wt Zhiw eSS TMe S Wil Ty Lk Soeathal Tl o’
s -*#Mt—ﬁh :r‘--.- _ "‘:-44-«-&*1; soAfalvw Somuir Saa Tleldler o ; el ST AT
z. L EUTSE ] SSIT v,:Lh, g T 13 3 A zq:ﬂj. ﬂ,il’.‘m i r--—u A R R I o \,:I',|

g Hh Fhtoni=g "‘ 3 4 ___'...'* s -4lmwy  wp _Hw MI“ 1 K B Lid g S ",.:"IJ'"‘ FE]

" '”#ﬁﬂl‘fci 1}' 05 | 1= pe g B e TEm D O SRR N S AW TN L o a

, Y R e Lie= e ) Sev 2l .ur'= I I Tidys Tapuicr amiaipley MITSRS
R Il“‘""""'i‘:_"li# e L ARL ¥ 20 gy | 119

LMe @y af i o $H’:¢- . I LA H‘;-..'T B ik ¢ ~ SRR b = L% 'Y

= fi TS O ot R RS S Y SRR DA vl wor bXmeies TS
A+ [rgddond giee < h "#f‘ e Tl o Tl S PR infodn wat &eted s hl
AL 7.7 3 SRS Rl Bopell Il S ERLSTESE:  Tae <yr T aw e w0 il ;:j




-

shipments of plants were received by air fronm Genrgin, A consideradle inerossc in
ncrenge is being planted under favourable conditions. Spring-sown spinach 1s now ready
to process in all sreas. Ir Saskatchewan the general planting of zardens conrenced
about May 15th., Growth has heen slow owing to ceold, backward weather, but scme radiches

‘ and early peas are now above ground, No vezetables, with the exception of some hot-house
grown crops, are belng marketed, Present indications are that the acresge of vegzetables

' will be about the same ag in 1945, Spring work on the vegetable acreage in 3ritish
Columbia was started earlier than usual, but frosts in some districts dostroyed early
tomatoes and cucurbers., The loss, however, has been nade up by new plantings, The
vegetable crops are growing rapidly for the rmost part, although the frost checked parly
plantings of celery and cabhage, . While there is no accurate estimate of acreage, an
increase over last year in the area plantod to onions is oxpected, while the tomato
acreage will be sorewhat reduced., Althouch oarly cuttings of asparasgus were caught by
a late frost, the loss was rore than overcome by lster cuttings which have been very
heavy.

FOTATOES

According to a recent survey, Canadian farmers reported that on April 30th they
intended to plant 533,400 acres of potatoes in 1946, This represents an increaso of 59
over the screage planted last scason and a 2% increase in the six year 1940-45 average,
If yields are equal to the average for the war years, 1940-1945, a total crop of 44,389,000
cwt, is in progpect, Thig would represent a 23% increase over the 1945 harvest of
35,986,000 cwt.,

I, FARMERS! INTENTION TO rLANT FOTATOES IN 1946

ACREAGE FLANTED Intended
1945 % of 1945 Acreege 1946

Canada 507,700 108 533,400
rrince Idward Island 48,000 110 47,000
Nova Scotia 22,400 110 24,600
New Brunswick 66,200 110 72,8C0
Quebec 15¢,100 103 160,800
Ontario 116,000 102 118, 300
Manitoba 25,000 104 26,000
Saskatchewan 36,600 103 37,700
Alberta 25,900 110 28,500
British Columbia 16,500 107 17,700

I1, ANTICIFPATED POTATO CROP IX 1946

INTENDED ACHKEAGE

AVERAGE YIELD ANTICIFATED HARVEST

AC. CwL, owT.
Canada £33, 400 83 44,389,000
Prince Edward Ysland 47,000 105 4,935,000
Nova Scotim 24,600 98 2,410,800
Yew Brunswick 72,800 135 9,828,000
Quebec 160,800 74 11,899,200
Ontario 118,300 62 7,334,600
Manitoba 2€,000 70 1,820,000
Saskatchewan 37,700 58 2,186,600
Alberta 28,500 73 2,080,500
Tritish Columbia 17,700 107 1,893,800
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