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FRurr AND VEBLE CROP RSPORT 

Ottawa, June 28, 1947 - The Dominion Bureau of 3tatIctics in cooperation 
with the Marieting Service of the Department of grIculturo and the Provincial Depart-
ments of Agriculture, issues to-day the first report on the fruit and vegetable crops 
produced in Canada in 1947. 

3 U M M A 2 Y 

Adverse weather throughout eastern Canada has delared development of 
the fruit craps and estimates of production are not yet complete. In 
the two major producing provinces of Nova Scotia and British Columbia 
the first apple estimates indicate reductions of 30 and 22 per cent 
recpeetivelv. In Ontario, on the other hand, an increase of 43 per 
cent Is anticipated. ioars and 1ums will be lighter than in 1946, 
but the compieto estimates are not available. Peach production will 
be down due to the poor set of fruit in Ontario. Production In 
British Columbia is expected to be 15 per cent better than in 1Si46, 
while the Ontario crop vii] be 45 per cent lighter. ipricots, v,'hleh 
are produced cosnercia1].y only in Pritish Columbia, are practically 
the same as a year ago at 145,000 bushels. Overall cherry production 
is down as a result of a poor crop in c'ntario. In British Coluribia 
an Increase of 5 per cent is aticipated at present. 2eports on the 
;rape crop are not complote but xr. Ontario, where the b'dk of this 
fruit is gron, production is expected to he about the same as last 
year. 

F R U 1 T 

Nova Scotia 
- The bloom in Nova Scotia apple orchards was generally good 

but somewhat lighter than in 1946. Heavy frosts at the green tip stage did con-
siderable dare to the l:aves and in some places to the flo:er buds. A late frost 
on June 7 caused further injury to the blossoms and reduced the crop prospects to 
some extent. Frequent rains throughout the spring have xrde spraying difficult and 
apple scab has begun to appear. Based on the bloom, the prospects on June 15 were 
for a crop of 4,200,000 bushels or 30 per Cent smaller than the 1946 crop of 
6,020,000 bushels. No estimate of the other tree fruits is available but pears and 
plums are expected to be about average. There is no complete report on the stray.-berry  
crop as yet but in Kings County prospects are for a 25 per cent increase. 

New BrunswicK 
- The season has been considerably delayed and the amount of 

bloom in the apple orchards has been disappointing. No definite information is at hand 
concerning the size of the crop but a substantial reduction from last season is expected. 
Prospects for the struwberxr crop, however, are somewhat better than at a similar date 
in the past few seasons. In the early and mid-season areas of Grand Lake, lashedemoak, 
oodstock and Fredericton, plantations appear to be very healthy, with an unusually 

heavy bloom. In Meinramcook district prospects are poor because of the severe 'rougl;t 
in 1946. Present conditions indicate a crop of 1,500,000 marts. Raspberry plantations 
are also reported to be healthy and show no winter Injury. ,. normal harvest is expected 
but no definite estimate Is available. 

Ontario 
- Crop prospects early in the season were exceedingly bright but 

with adverse weather conditions during the bloom period, the set of stone fruits has 
been very disappointing. The apple, strawberry and raspborry crops, on the other hand, 
are expected to be above the 1946 level and the outlook for the grape crop is about 
the same as last season. The apple crop, according to estimates based on the show of 
bloom, is expected to be 43 per cent greater than last year at 2,910,000 bushels. A 
22 per cent reduction in pear prospects indicates a crop of 209,000 bu8hels. The out-
look for plums is down sharply at 155,000 bushels or 49 per cent below the 1946 level. 



Peaches are also a much smaller crop being currently estimated at 793,000 bushels com-
pared with 1,476,000 bushels in 1946. Cherries are expected to be the poorest crop, 
the anticipated harvest amounting to only 62,000 bushels. This is a drop of 66 per 
cent from the previous crop. A 9,000,000 quart crop of strawberries is looked for, 
which is 16 per cent more than was harvested a year ago. Raspberries are expected to 
be 24 per cent greater, at 3,749,000 quarts. Grape production should be equal to the 
large crop produced a year ago, and is at present estimated at approximately 65,000,000 
pounds. 

In Eastern Ontario cold weather has prevailed during the past month with only 
a few bright, warm days. The prolonged wet weather has made spraying very difficult 
and trees in some orchards are now beginning to show the effects of the saturated soils. 
While growers are making considerable effort to carry out the spraying programs, scab 
is now showing on the leaves and fruit. Insects, generally, are pretty well controlled 
but a number of orchards are showing damage by red mites on Spy, Delicious and McIntosh 
trees. The apple trees were in full bloom during the second week in June and the 
weather was favourable for pollination. In this district the apple crop is expected 
to show an increuse of approximately 60 per cent over production in 1946. All varieties 
of pears b1omed heavily but the setting of the fruit was irregular in most orchards, 
except in Durham County. In Northumberland and Prince Edward Counties prospects are 
not bright and the crop in the district as a whole is now expected to be 35 per cent 
below last year. Sour cherries also bloomed heavily but the set of fruit was light 
except in a few orchards in the Newcastle-Trenton section. Production in the district 
will not exceed 20 per cent of the 1946 harvest. With the present moisture supply, 
however, the fruit should be of good size and quality. The strawberry crop looks very 
promising. Plants are vigorous and carry a heavy load of berries. Yields are expected 
to be above average and the fruit should begin to move to market during the week of 
June 23. A 25 per cent increase over production in 1946 is anticipated. The raspberry 
plantations also appear to be in excellent condition and with the present moisture 
supply and heavy bloom a 40 per cent increase is expected. 

Western Ontario - 	In western Ontario the first estimate indicates a 30 per 
cent increase in the apple production this season. Increases are reported in all 
districts, with crop prospects brightest in the Middlesex-Huron, Niagara, 51gm-Oxford 
and the Norfolk sections. The greatest increases are expected for McIntosh, Baldwin 
and Spy, with Stark and early varieties about the same as last year. The trees are 
generally in excellent condition and the initial set of fruit appears to be heavy in 
all areas, except for Snow in Peel-York. Despite an excessively heavy bloom the 
initial set of pears has been most disappointing and a 22 per cent decrease in pro-
duction is anticipated. Kieffers show the greatest decrease at 25 per cent with 
Bartletts down 13 per cent from last season. Some sections that harvested poor crops 
last year report an increease this season. However, with substantial reductions in 
the main producing districts of Niagara and Burlington, the outlook for the district 
is down. The pear orchards are in good condition and appear to be free from insect 
and disease damage at present. The first estimate of the pm crop is 49 per cent 
below the 1946 level. This drop is due chierly to the very poor prospects in Niagara 
and Burlington, practically all other districts showing an increase over last season. 
The condition of the orchards is generally good except in the Georgian Bay area, where 
some trees are blighted. On the whole, the orchards are free of insect and disease 
damage. 	ith reduced crop prospects in all areas, except Sssex and Brant, the 
preliminary estimate of the peach crop is 47 per cent smaller than the 1946 harvest. 
A poor set followed an excellent show of bloom and with adverse weather conditions, 
considerable leaf curl developed, particularly in Niagara and Burlington. Some tree 
mortality is expected due to excessive soil moisture in poorly drained orchards. 
Cherry production is also down substantially from last year, the first estimate 
indicating a 66 per cent reduction. The greatest decrease is noted in the sour 
cherries. In the main producing areas, adverse weather conditions during the bloom 
period and extending through the setting period resulted in poor pollination and 
considerable blossom and stem rot, despite all efforts to combat disease by spraying. 
Strawberry production, on the other hand, is expected to be heavier than in 1946 with a 
10 per cent increase in prospect. Adverse weather conditions were responsible for 
some reduction in the crop, particularly in the Niagara area. Some decay was evident 
in early pickings but this condition should improve if favourable weather prevails for 
the balance of the harvest. Raspberr1es are also expected to be a heavier crop with 
an increase of 11 per cent anticipated. Except for some winter killing the planta-
tions are in healthy condition. Present indications are that the grape crop will be 
equal to that of a year ago, or approximately 65,000,000 pounds. Vineyards are in 
healthy condition generally and a two to three-bunch set Is looked for. 
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3ritish columbia 	The outlook for the fruit crops in British Columbia is 
quite good although the yields are not expected to be as great as those of last season 
which were at record levels. The present outlook for the apple crop is 22 per cent 
cent below the 1946 harvest, the crop being estimated at 7,937,000 bushels. Pear 
prospects are also down somewhat at 588,000 bushels, compared with 652,000 bushels. 
The plum crop is expected to be smaller than that of a year ago at 467,000 bushels, 
a drop of 6 per cent. Peach prospects, on the other hand, are 15 per cent above the 
1946 level, the crop being estimated at 768,000 bushels. The outlook for apyicots is 
only 1 per Gent below the previous harvest and the crop is estimated at 145,000 bushels. 
Cherries, in spite of considerable splitting, resulting from frequent rains, are 
expected to be 5 per cent above the 1946 level. The crop is currently estimated at 
162,000 bushels. The strawberry crop also shows an increase over that of last season, 
the present estimate of 6,792,000 quarts is 20 per cent larger than the 1946 harvest. 
Raspberries, on the other hand, are down 12 per cent and are estimated at 8,508,000 
quarts. Loganberries, however, are up slightly at 1,764,000 pounds. The weather 
throughout the province has been variable since the beginning of the month with light 
showers in the coastal area and heavy rainfall in the interior. This has proven 
particularly valuable to growers of'ground crops, but cherry producers have suffered 
considerable loss. Strawberries inthe coast sections are past peak of production 
and will be cleaned up towards the end of the month. In the Kootenay area picking 
has just started. Raspberries in the coastal sections are moving to market in snail 
quantities with peak marketing expected by the first of July. 

V E G E T A B L E S 

Canning Crops 
- 	 It was anticipated that the first estimate of the acreage 

of beans, corn, peas and tomatoes under contract to the processor would be published 
in this report, but due to the unusually late season, canners have not yet completed 
their contracts and the information is, therefore, not available. 

Potatoes - 	Intended Acreage of Potatoes at April 30, 1946 and 1947 

Area 1946 P.C. of 1946 Area 1947 

acres p.c. acres 

CANADA 	................ 520,600 97 504,200 

Prince Edward Island 48,500 89 43,200 
Nova Scotia 	........... 24,000 90 22 1,000 
New Brunswick 68,700 91 62,500 
uebec 	................ 152 1.000 101 154,000 
Ontario 	.............. 120 0 000 97 116,000 
Manitoba 22,500 101 22 0 700 
Saskatchewan 37,000 101 37,400 
Alberta 	............... 28,900 98 28,300 
British Columbia 19,000 95 18 9 000 

In view of the cold, wet weather prevailing throughout most of eastern 
Canada until about the second week in June, plantings may be considerably less than 
ex,cted t th' end of April. On Jime 17 reports from the Maritimes indicated that plant-
ing was only 50 to 75 per cent completed. In ozebec, reports on the same date show 
that 75 per cent of the intended acreage was in the ground with much the same situation 
reported in Ontario and Manitoba. In Saskatchewan an increase in acreage is indicated 
in the irrigated area at Swift Current but no information is available concerning the 
acreage in Alberta. Conditions have been favourable in British Columbia and the early 
crop wns being marketed in volume at the middle of June. 
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