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CONDITION OF FRUIT CROUPS MAY 1955

SUMMARY
| | Y,

The genoral outlook for ‘fruit crops at the end of May throvnghowt most of
it growing regions of Canada was rather favourable., Winter damemgs was slight,
gh some injury to fruit buds and blossems occurred in the soft fruit growing
of Ontario and British Columbia, present indications suggest that the effects
is damage will be limited. In the important fruit growing sections of western
ario about ten days of dry, cool weather followed rainz at the middle of May.
is slowed the rats of growth so tkat crops which earlier had been two wesks ahsad
of last year were by the end of May: only about ene week ahead. It is becoming

apperent in the biagara district that some damage bas Leen dome to the roote of fruit

trees (particularly peaches and plums) dve to wind-precsure of last fall's hurricane.
In British Columbia all fruit crops are about twe weeke lager than usaal. 8ince the

1955 fruit crops will still be subject to many bazards throughout the grewing seasonm

this report should be regarded only aes a general summary of conditions at the; latter
prart of May. ' o S : ‘ v ,

‘Strawberries = Reports from strawberry growing areaé 1nd1cété that plantatiens

generally. came through the winter in good conditien. Sems winter damage and a lew

plant population were reported in sections 6f western Omtarie bdut elesvhere crop
prospecte ranged from normal te excellent, . Bleseoming was particularly heavy in

eastern Ontarie and Quebec. ' A considerably heavier crep than last year was aaticipased
on Vancouver Island and a fair crop appoared $e be in prespect in the Fraser Valley ef
British Columbia. W¥With the British Columbia crop abeut $we weeke later tham usual Shis -

year due to backward westher and with the more favouradle eutleek in the relasively

. later areas ¢f eastern Canada, 4t would’ seem thas tho peried of heaviest marke$ings

will coms a little later in the season than usual. Reporte imdicate increaced plamtings
in the Maritime Provimces and British Columbia. - These will not of couwrse influwemes
production thie year. ' P R C E

Raspberrigs = Raepberries dame'fhrngh Ehe'wihtér’with vory littie imjury im -all
provinces where this crop is grown commercially.- In eastern Ontario growth wae good
and the outlook: generally very favourable. Leafing out was well advanced in all avems

of weetern Ontaric. In the Fraser Valley of Britiah Columbia crop prospects were alse -

good, An average crop was anticipated in Nova Scndia,

Tender Tree Fruits - Reperis indicate a’heaﬁy blossom on peachen 1n.9htario in mom}

areas followed by a heavy tet on all variejies. Conditicms were 'good “excdpt for some
peach leaf curl infection, British Columbia peach orchards came through the winter in
good condition. Although there wae some frost damage %o fruit buds 4% was mot suffic-
jent to materially affect the crop. S _ : .

1/ Material in this release is based on reports made oa crop conditions during the
latter part of May. This report was prepared in the Agriculture Division of the
Dominion Bureau of Statietice from iaformation received from the variocus Frovimcial
Departments of Agriculture and the Canada Department of Agriculture. The material fow
Ontario wae submitted by the Ontaric Committee on Fruit and Vegetable Statistics.
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Pears in western Ontario paased fll ‘bloom by. the middl@ Mev, The set
of fruit was normal to heavy throughout $he“area. In British ualumbia ppars came -
through the winter in guod condi$ion and bloseomed heavily.

In Ontarie sweet‘cherries aet heavily in most areas although ihers was
some frost damage at blossom ¢ime. Sour varieties also showed a heavy blessonm ¢
the set of fruit was heavy as far as could be determined at time of reporiing.

- Apples - The conditien of apple orcharde during May in mests commersial produci:]
areas of Canada was good. Indications in Nova Scotia, Quebsc and Brisish Colun
were for good crops. Winter injury in all aress was practicaliy uabsent. In we!l
Ontario all varieties blossomed heavily and crop proepects were favourablen

A particularly heavy blessom was reported in Quedbec. In Quedec amd Bri
Columbia there was some doubt as to whether weather cenditisns had been satisfactory
for pollination; however, it wae felt that the crop ocutlook was quite favourable,

In Prince Edward Ieland strawberry plantations wintered well and indicatiens
towarde the end of May promised & goed crop.  The setting out of new plants was-almost
completed and a considerable increase in the acreage was anticipated. Reports indicate ‘
that there is increasing interest im the blueberry industry in that province. 1
Demonstration plots have been set up at several points and appreximatelv 300 acres |
have been brought into preductien ir one district.

In Nova Scetia strawberry plantinge which were mulched came through the
winter with only moderate injury. Where plants were not milched relatively severe
winter damage was reported bdbut, ae 90 per cemt of the beds were covered, the amount ef
injury was limited. Plantings fruiting for the first time thie year arz abeut one week
later than in 1954 due to cold weather., During the lagter part of May a few blossoms 1
were appearing. Indications suggested an average crep. 0ld plantings are also late in
developing and the yield wae expected to be lewer. Orowers have finished new plantings J
in the Annapolie Valley and a slight increase in acreage was reportaed. Farther north,
in the Masstown area of Colchester Coumnty Plantings were about 50 per cent completed
while in Antigonish County this werk had just started.

Regpberries came through the winter in goed condision with on;& a moderate
amount of winter injury and an average crop was anticipated. ManJ new hlusberry fields
and “burnings” are coming into preduction with a larger crep than last year indicatedo {

_ Apple orchards appeared to be in a favourable condition with no froes damage
reported. In spite of the hurricane laet fall the trecs were well budded with a A
better than average preduction indicated for all varieties. Spraying and other erchard
operations were well underway, and with average vepther conditionz, the ocutlook was for
a good crep.-

_ Pear treea were in a healthy condition in all areas and an average or better
than average blossom indicated. No frost damage was apparent and the jrees did not

appear to have been damaged by the hurricane last autume. The plum ¢tree populatien hae

been reduced by black knot disease., Trees not affected, however, were showing a heavy

blossoxn. Winter injury was reperted on peach trees and the eudlook was for an average
crep of this fruit.
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S In New Brumewick stravberry plantations came threugh the winter in very

good condition.. Development to date of reperting hae been satisfactory Wwith erop.

rospects generally encouraging.  Some bloom was appearing in the Grand’ Lake area
other early districts. Raspberriee generally. wintered well although some

e breakage from enow wate reperted in certain areas, Winter ‘weather cenditicne
{gxeur&ble “for blueberries. -

There was no evidence of lew temperature injury to apple orchards but
rable damage by mice occurred, especially in the Fredericton area, A1 _
g8 but especially McIntesh were heavily budded throughout the apple growing
of the provimce. Indications are for a full heavy dloom. Spraying and
shard werk were well advanced in epite ‘of “somewhat unfavourable weather.

QUEERG | L

Strawberry plantations in Quebdec came thrcugh the winter in very goed
tiea. In the Mentreal district amd the southera part. cf the province plants -
.in full bloom by about May 27th and prespects were for & good crop. Rasp-
,erries also wintered well and, although not in bleom. showed gocd prespecte.

5

8 In the apple grewing district areund Montreal full bloom was reached by
;*abeut May 18th. Where bloom had appeared 1t wae very heavy while in the Quebec City

“ . district (vhere the orchards had not yet bleesomed) the appearance of the buds

L indicated a Lieavy bloom. During full bloom in the Montreal district, temperatures

t‘f»; dropped to 32° and 34 F. on two occasions, The low temperatures ~nd high winde

{ ~. * were not favourable for pellination and there was some doudt whether a geed set

) . was obtained. However, it was felt that the bleeeem Was 80 heavy that even with

- emly.-a small propertien eeeting fruit & heavy’ crop vould occur. "

L ONTARIO - ..
71Eaetern Ontario (the eectien of the prevince eaet ef Terente)

r
!
3 - : In Eeetern Ontario mest strawberry plantinge came through the winter in
" : 'good condition. - Grewth was good during the early. part ef May but the.rainm ef May
25%h was needed. .. Blossom.was heavy and the early set of fruit quite- promising.
. It was anticipated that: the first picking would get undervay in the early areas
}' . during the second week of June. - F : .

o Very little winter injury wae reperted in raspberry plantatiens and
growth had been geod., Moisture cenditiens were very favourable. Consideradle ‘new
acreage has been planted this spring. Grevere have been applying epraye for the

‘cemtrol of Anthracnose and Spur Blight. : :

The first apple scad spray in Eaetern Ontario was applied- during the week.
of April 18 aend the weather was subsequently faveurable for scab control. However,
in a few orcharde some primary infection was showing on the under side ef the spur
leaves, All varieties blessomed heavily with the exception ef & few dlocks of Spys
where conditions were described as "spetty”. During the week of May 16th early
leafing varieties were in full bloom throughout most of ‘the district and the weather
. was favouradle for pollination. The.inritial set of apples appeared to be generally

“heavy. Filiage and growdh appeared eepecially gcod in moet regioae.
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All pear varieties oarried & heavy bloseon and the: aom of frnit aeemed

promising. Psylla sprays had been applied and fcl1d 1ge was good., ':All.plum

verieties showed a heavy blossom and the weather wae favourable for fruit setting.

In the case of sour cherries no winter bud injury or: frost damage occurred during

the blossom period. All plantinge carried a: heavy bloseom and the set of fruit

was good with promlise of a full crop. . : .

—

‘Western Ontario (the section of the provinco.ﬁoot of Toronto excludingﬁnorthqrn
Ontario and the head of the Lakes) .

In western Ontario there wvas coneiderable variation in ‘the conditio
strawberries at the time 0f reporting. Tn' the Georgian Bay area the prospec!
were very good while in the Niagara di:trict there was considerable damage fi
winter "browning® and heavinmg on unmulched patches.» Throughout the area plan
population was low because of a long, dry period during the. time when mew pla:
were being formed in the 1954 .season. However, heavy plantinge last year will

~compensate somewhat for the decrease in plant population. Bearing plante were
near full bloom ia northern areas at May 15th while the first harvest in Essex
County and in the N. agara region wae anticipated towards the end of May.

Raopberries were reported to havo wintered uell with little loas except
in lambton County. Leafing out wae well advanced in all areas. and the bloom was
opening in Essex County by May 15th. - o . ,

‘Sweet cherries set heavily in all areas except the London district q

where some frost damage occurred at bdlossom time. In Essex and - Kent counties ;
" there was also some indication of light freozing damage in late April. In major

areas of Niagara and Eessex cover sprays were being applied by May 15th. .Im all

districts except lLondon sour varieties dlossomed heavily beginning ag,May 1s¢ in

Essex County and reaching the last peak ia the Georgian Bay district on May 15th.

Set of fruit was heavy in all areas wvhere tho eeason vas sufficiently advanced to 4

enable obsorvationa to be made, ‘ - : o

Peaches were in full bloom from April 27 to May an‘in Eesex. Norfolk : ‘
and the Niagara district. With the exception of orchards in’ For folk County the

blossom wae heavy and all varieties set well. In the Niagara district widespread,
well estadblished peach leaf curl infection was reported and some light damage was 1
also apparent in Norfolk. Otherwiae, oonditiona were good. . - . |

Early varieties of apples were 1n full bloom during tho first week of
May in southern counties and Spyes were past the peak ‘at May 15¢h. In- the Georgian

Bay are all varjetiee were a: or paesing full bloom by the middle. of the month. .
All areas reported heavy blossom and prospecta were favourabdle. o : ‘
Pear trees were in full bdloom iz Esaex Gounty by the end of April and

elsewhere by May 7th. Petal fall was nearly complete in the 'Georgian Bay district

by May 15th. With the xception of the London district vhore the blossom was
below average the set of fruit was normal e honvy throughout western Ontario.

The date of full bloom or early varieties of plume ranged from April
28th in the Niagara area to May 10th mear Toronto. -All varieties had apnarently
set heavily by May 15th but a considerable’ drop vaa antioipated. -
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BRITISH COLUMBIA

In British Coiumbia all crops are about two weeks later than normal due
. backward weather conditions this spring, Mild weather in the coastal districts
a relatively heavy cover of snow in the colder areas brought strawberry plant-
through the winter in good condition. On May 25th the crop was in full bloon
icouver Island and the outlook was for a consideradbly better harvest than in
L At the same time blossoming in the Fraser Valley had started and prospects
ivourable, This year a larger quantity than usual of certified plants has
oute :

| Raspberries in the Fraser Valley came tarough the winter comparatively
injury except for slight bud damage apparent in certain districts. Crop
8 were good. '

In all appie growing areas of the provimece the trees came through the

in good comdition and everything points to am exceilent crop of all varieties,
lossom was good and although the weather was cold it was expscted that pollina=
A would be satisfaciory.

: All districts reported pear trees im good conditiom with heavy blossom.
Cold weather, howvever, may have interfered with pollinatiomn. Showers may have
aggrevated the fireblight eituation but preventaiive sprays were being applied ia
the major pear districts. ‘ '

Peach trees came through the winter in good comdi¢ion although there vas
some damage from late frost im March in the Northera part of the Okanagan and on
some of the higher bemches farther south in the Valley, However, it was nmot -
anticipated that this injury would substantially reduce the total crop. Although
some injury from spring frost occurred to apricots in certain parte of the Summer=

land-Penticton area, a good crop was aaticipatedo
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