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CONDITION OF FRUIT CBOPS MC 195 

SUMMARY 

The general outlook for fruit crops at the end of Ma3JJWa5 influenced by 
several factors. Little winter damage was reported outside of British Columbia. 
The season in Ontario, Quebec and the Maritime Provinces was from two to three 
weeks later than usual0 Several degrees of frost were reported in the important 
soft fruit producing Niagara district during the second half of May. This may 
have damaged fruit buds and blossoms but conditions were not far enough advanced 
at the time of writing to obtain definite information. 

In British Columbia the season was more advanced than usual but rain was 
needed in the non-irrigated sections of the province. Losses from freezes in 
November and February throughout the province were very heavy in tree fruits and 
small fruit plantations except in the Saanich Peninsula of Vancouver Island where 
the only serious damage was sustained by loganberries. 

Although high temperatures during April advanced growth in this province, 
it was not expected that the full extent of the winter damage would be apparent 
until somewhat later in the summer. On the basis of the situation during the 
latter part of May it was expected that the strawberry crop, except on Vancouver 
Island, would be less than 10 per cent of normal. Raspberries in the Lower Fraser 
Valley, the most important section of the province with respect to this fruit, were 
expected to be less than 20 per cent of the normal crop. Blueberries, however, 
came through the winter in good condition and appear promising. Loganberries, 
produced very largely on Vancouver Island, were also severely damaged and a crop 
much below normal was anticipated. 

It was estimated that losses of fruit trees up to ten years of age will 
run as high as 25 per cent in the Interior of British Columbia. With older trees, 
although considerable bud and spur injury was indicated, losses were not expected 
to be more than two or three per cent. The damage was confined largely to sweet 
cherries, prunes and Newtown apples. The outlook for 1956 in British Columbia was 
for substantial reductions for all tree fruits except pears, where a more limited 
drop was foreseen, with cherries the most severely affected. 

Blueberries in Nova Scotia sustained no winter damage. acreage is 
reported to be up this year and with a normal growing season crop prospects were 
favourable. 

StrawberrieL - In Prince Edward Island strawberry plantations came through the 
winter very well due to a heavy snow cover and lack of severe frosts. The backward 
spring was expected to delay fruiting but would not reduce production. Latest 
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reports indicate a considerable increase in acreage in this province. On the mainland, 
in Nova Scotia, practically all plantations were in excellent condition. Heavy snow 
following extensive fall mulching with shallow freezing brought about this favourab1 
condition0 However, bud develo*nent and plant growth were slow due to the backward 
spring, and it was expected that blossoming would be ten days to two weeks later 
than usual0 The setting out of new plants had also been delayed0 In New brunswick 
plantations were showing practically no evidence of losses due to winter conditions. 
However, some stands were thin due to the dry weather last season which retarded 
runner formation0 Low temperatures this year retarded growth with no blossoming 
reported on May 25th It was not expected that any fruit would be harvested before 
the beginning of July. 

Reports indicate that strawberries in the province of Quebec came through 
the winter in fairly good shape. Frosts during the second last week in May, however, 
may have caused some blossom damage. In eastern Ontario where many patches were not 
uncovered much before the middle of May, Indications were that plantations had 
wintered in good shape although last season's plant.ngs showed low plant populations 
due to dry weather last summer. As a rcsult of the late spring, bloom would be two 
weeks later than in 1955. In western Ontario unmulched plantings showed moderate 
winter damage and most patches were rather low in plant population as a result of 
the 1955 drought. By May 15th only the earliest patches were in the cluster bud 
stage in the southern counties0 However, an adequate volume of blossom was 
expected 

In British Columbia the strawberry crop except on Vancouver Island, is 
expected to be not more than 10 per cent of normal due to extensive killing of 
plants by low temperatures last winter. In 1955 about 11 per cent of the British 
'olumbia crop was produced on Vancouver Island • This would suggest that the 
British Columbia strawberry production will be very drastically c4t1 in 1956. 
Since in an average year about thirty per cent of the Canadian strawberry crop is 
grown in british Columbia, it would seem that the total crop of this fruit may 
be significantly lower this year0 

Raspberries 	In Nova Scotia raspberry canes suffered some damage from breakage 
due to heavy snow last winter. Winter killing was also greater than usual. 
However, budding of the canes seemed promising although development was late. 
New brunswick raspberries were generally in excellent condition. Growing conditions 
last season resulted in well matured canes which came through the winter with a 
inirdinum of breakage and frost injury. The 1956 cane growth was just becoming 
apparent, however,, and the crop will be later than usual. Raspberry plantations 
in Quebec rere reported to have wintered fairly well. In eistern Ontario also, 
reports indicated that raspberry plantings wintered in good condition with leaf 
growth just starting after the middle of the month. In western Ontario canes 
were leafing out in early areas by May 15th0 

In British Columbia raspberry plantations in the Lower Fraser Valley 
were severely injured in the November and February freezes and as a result latest 
reports Indicated a crop of not more than 20 per cent of normal. On Vancouver 
Island the canes sustained less damage. The fact that British Columbia ordinarIly 
produces about 75 per cent of the Canadian raspberry crop, most of this in the 
Fraser Valley, points to a reduction in 1956 in the total output of this fruit in 
Canada. 

Soft Fruit - In Nova Scotia pear orchards wintered well and bud development 
indicated a better than average crop this year. Backward weather, however, was 
r€tarding growth and heavy frosts at night may have done somo damage0 Reports 
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from western Ontario indicated that'by May 15th early varieties of pears were iih  
blossom in the Niagara district iit heavy bloom expected' in one week'.s time. Other 
areas were proportionally later. In eastern Ontario pear prospects were quite 
promising on all varieties but bud development (which was at the cluster bud stage 
by the middle of May) was two weeks later than usual. British Columbia pear orchards 
suffered some damage last winter. However,, the resulting reductioxr in the 1956 
british Columbia pear crop was not expected to be very great. 

Reports from Nova Scotia indicate that plum trees were not generally in 
very good condition due to black-knot disease. However, a good bloom was in prospect 
on healthy trees. by the middle of May the plums were in bloom in the earliest 
districts in western Ontario. In eastern Ontario blossoming was two weeks later than 
last season and buds were patchy on most varieties. British Columbia prune trees 
suffered from winter injury to a considerable extent which, it was expected, would 
be reflected in this years  crop in that province. 

Peach blossoming had been greatly delayed by cool, backward weather in 
Ontario with only the early varieties in blossom in Essex County and the Niagara 
district at the middle of May and with the bloom just beginning to open in Norfolk 
County. In British Columbia, this crop, in common with other soft fruits, suffered 
winter damage and the outlook was for lower than average production in 1956. 

In western Ontario, sweet cherries were nearing full bloom in most 
southern counties. Sour cherries, however, showed few blossoms but bud formation 
was heavy in all areas except the London district. In eastern Ontario sour cherry 
blossom prospects were only fair. Some injury from heavy frosts on the night of 
May 16th was reported, but the situation was not too serious. In British Columbia 
cherries were the most severely affected of the tree fruits by last winter's low 
temperatures0 Reports based on the situation during the last week in May suggested 
that the 1956 crop would be very much below normal. Although in 1955 British 
Columbia orchards produced about 26 per cent of the total cherry crop, a very much 
larger proportion of the sweet cherry output is normally grown in that province. 
Iractically all of British Columbia cherries are sweets, while in Ontario only 20 
per cent are aweets, the rest being sours. Thus, in 1955 almost 60 per cent of 
the Canadian output of sweet cherries were of British Columbia origin. 

Apples - Apple orchards in Nova Scotia caine through the winter in good shape 
although some rodent damage occurred in Hants County. backward weather has slowed 
development and growth this year. An a result of the heavy crop in 1955 prospects 
were for a smaller blossom this year. Spraying was more or lees general but some-
what behind schedule due to weather conditions. In New Brunswick apple trees of 
all ages came through the winter with no appreciable injury except for a negligible 
amount of bark splitting and mouse damage. However, indications during the second 
half of May pointed to a light bloom with backward weather retarding bud development. 
Pruning and grafting operations were practically completed in the commercial areas. 
Spraying was reasonably well maintained in spite of unfavourable weather. 

In the province of Quebec the main apple growing district experienced a 
severe frost on May 23rd and 24th.  blossom clusters had not opened at that time 
but showed considerable browning at the centres. Damage was more severe in the 
low-lying areas than on the higher slopes on the moufltains. In some cases trees 
showed frost damage on the lower branches while higher up none was apparent. The 
resent outlook suggests a smaller crop than in 1955. 

In eastern Ontario bud development by the middle of May had advanced to 
the pre-pink stage. The bud set was patchy with Spy being the most prom..aing 
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variety. Full bloom was expected at least two weeks later than In 1955. During the 
week of May 14 the first scab spray was applied although growers were encountering 
difficulty with their equipment on low land. In western Ontario a heavy bloom was 
reported to be in prospect at the middle of May. The stage of development varied 
in the different districts with blossoms on the early varieties opening in the 
Niagara Peninsula at that time0 In Eritish Columbia apple trees were showing the 
effects of winter injury0 The extent of the damage was difficult to assess but a 
less than normal crop was indicated0 This was particularly significant in the case 
of the later varieties such as Newtown0 


