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FUR FARMING INDUSTRY OF CANADA, 1919 

The raising of wild fur-bearing aniltials in (aptivity for I lie sit ki if 
their pelts has been carried on in Canada for many years; but it is 
only within the last tieratle that fur-farming may be said to have 
become one of the established in(lustries of the country. Iii 1912 and 
1913 the I )oininion ('oiiimissiii of ( onservation conducted an cx-
haustive inquiry into the history and possibilities of fur-farming in 
Canada, and the resulting dat ;t, pul dished in 1913, gave an impetus 
to the in(lustry.' The fox has l)rOvcd  the most siuted to ilotuestien-
tion, although success has been attained in a few instan(cs in the 
raising of mink, skunk, raccoons and haracule sheep. 

The earliest authentic record of the raising of foxes in captivity 
conies from Prince Edward Island where, about forty years ago, a 
number of foxes were raised on a farm near rJig11iRh  More lately, 
the industry has made rapi(l progress in that province, and in 1913 an 
enumeration by the ( ollilliissioner of Agriculture for Prince Edward 
Island showed 277 fox ratirhies with it total of 3,130 foxes. 2  Nova 
Scotia, New Brunswick and Quebec have also engaged largely in 
fox-fariiiiiig, and the other provinces of the I)omiuion have done so 
to a smaller extetit. The Prince Edward Island Silver Fox Breeders' 
Association was formed in 1915, and the Canadian Silver Fox Breeders' 
Association in 1920. The first international live silver fox exhibition 
was held in Montreal in November, 1920. 

In 1919 the 1)oniinion Bureau of Statistics began the annual 
collection of returns of fur farins,.and (let ailed statistics of the industry 
for the whole of Canada are now available for the first time. Grateful 
acknowledgment is made of the courtesy of the provincial Game 
I)epartments and of the I)ominion Commission of Conservation iii 
furnishing the Bureau with lists of fur farmers. 

The returns show that 424 fox farms, three mink farms and two 
raccoon farms were in operation in Canada in 1919. In addition to 
the mink raised on farms classed as "mink farms," these animals 
were also recorded from one fox farm in Nova Scotia and one in 
Ontario. The classification "fur farm" comprises farms devoted 
entirely to the raising of fur-hearing animals and parts of farms 
where the raising of fur-bearing animals is carried on as a branch of 
the general agricultural operations. 

1 Fur Farming in Canada. By J. WALTER Jos, BA., B.S.A.. Commission of Conser. 
vation, Ottawa, second edition, revised and enlarged, 1914. 

Census and Statistics Monthly, May. 1914 (Vol. 7. No. 60. D. 110). 



The fur-hearing animals on the farms at the end of the year 1919 
numbered 8,395, valued at $3,201,338, colnprising 7,181 silver foxes, 
value $3,1 10,915; 852 patch foxes, value 877,058; 275 red foxes, 
value $11,345; one grey fox, value $150; one blue fox, value $120; 
77 mink, value 81,685 and 9 raccoons, value $115. There were horn 
in captivity, during the year 1919, 5,()48 silver, 510 patch and 174 
red foxes and 40 mink. The schedule for 1919 (lid not ask for the 
n tiiiber of pups which died, but this informa.tioii will he available 
fr 1920, The number of silver Pelts sold WaS 2,134, with a total 

due of $501,973. This gives an average value of $235 per pelt of 
dver fox. Patch fox pelts sold nuinl)ere(l 319, value $21,526 (average 

tie $67) and red fox 164, value $4,586 (average value $28). One 
ac fox pelt was sold, value $65; 56 mink, value $1,030; and two 

raccoon, value $30. The number of pelts sold in 1919 (hoes not corre-
spond with the number of animals killed for pelts, the sales for the year 
including some pelts carried over from the previous year, while the 
pelts of some animals killed in 1919 were not disposed of in that year. 

With regard to organization, the returns show that 244 farms were 
perated by individuals, 87 by partnerships and 98 by joint stock 
nit panies. Returns were also received from five indivit tunis, four 

art rierships and 18 joint stock companies owning foxes and hoarding 
rn at various farms. 

lox Par,n.s:--Delailed statistics are given in Tables I to VIII. 

liirik and l?aceoou Furrn.:—In 1919, 38 mink were born on mink 
fans in Nova Scotia and two raccoons were born on raccoon farms 

II I  Quebec. Forty-seven mink pelts, valued at $880, were sold from 
'i uk farms in Nova Scotia. On December 31, 1919,61 mink, valued 

51,365, were on mink farms in Nova Scotia and nine raccoons, valued 
!it SI 15, were on raccoon farms in Quebec. No animals were sold from 
'Hiik and raccoon farms, and there were no paid employees on these 

Has. 

'lie accompanying map has been prepare(l by t lie Nat ural 
inI:ces Intelligence Branch of the Jut eriur Department from data 

in ished to the Bureau by the fur farmers in reply to the inquiry 
III ,,  'lwdinle }d'}i ikl for tie l'al on of the fur farm. 
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1.—Number and Value of Fur Farms, 1911. 
A.-1"ox FARMS. 

PIWvINCE. 
Number 

of 

Vr.trr Or I'ROPEKTY. 

Land and Fur-bearing 
rarii. buildings, animals. Total value. 

$ $ $ 
('anada 424 919.130 3, 199, 9W 4,119,0:LS 

T'rjnce Edward Island 256 561,883 2,333, 475 2, 8t5, 
Nova Scotia ..... .......... .49 56,625 179,555 236, I(I 
New Brunswick ............ 21) 62,$i45 234,375 296.41 
Quebec .................... 53 101,471 152,008 253.47i 
Ontario. ......... .......... 10 5,016 36,475 41 .1l 
Manil.,,l,a ................... 1 
Saskatchewan ............. I 

. 

.. 

. 

1 
75,894 185,800 261,694 

Alberta.................... 

.. 

. 

3 
British Columbia .......... 

. 

.. 

11,8.50 24,535 36.38.5 
Yu k on Territory............ 

.8 . 
5 44,325 5.fl85 98,010 

B.—MINK AND RACCOON FAit\' 

	

('anada.....................5 	1,100 	I,40 	2JjSO 

	

Nova Scotia ............... .3 	(Mink) 	450 	1,365 	ISIS 

	

Quel..........................2 	(Raccoon 3650 	115 

IL—Number and Wages of Persons Eniployed on Fox Fur Farms, 1919. 

I'ROVINCL Employ- 
eeL 

Wages. PROVINCE. Employ- War 

No. $ No. $ 
254 153,021 Ontario ............... 5 3,85 

Prince Edward Isl'd 176 101,607 Manitoba............. 
Nova Scotia ......... 21 10,963 Saskatchewan 9 9.52 

Canada ........ ........

New Brunswick ..... 10 7,980 Alberta............... 

.. 

Quebec .............. 23 

. 

.. 
13,176 British Columbia ..... 3 72 . 

Yukon Territory ...... ..7 5.20 

ItI.—Number of AnImals Born on Fox Fur Farms, 1919. 

PROVINCE. Silver. l'atch Red ML 
Foxes. Foxes Foxes. 

Canada . 	............................ 510 174 
Prince Edward Island ................ 188 55 
Nova Scotia ......................... 100 36 
New Brunswick ...................... 

.5,048 

.3,88.5 

32 4 
117 62 

Ontario .............................. 16 - 
Manitoba........................... 

.272 

.403 
Quebec ............................. ..214 

Saskatchewan ....................... 

.62 

I  12 Il 
Alberta.............................. 

.ItS 

British Columbia .................... .31 16 2 
Yukon Territory ..................... .93 29 4 
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