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PRODUCTION AND VALUE ESTIMATE OF HONEY, 1972 

. 

The estimate for the 1972 honey crop stands at 50.6 million pounds, a decrease of 1.4 million 
pounds from the revised 1971 production of 52.0 million pounds. However, the 1972 honey outturn is 
significantly above the 1960-69 average of 40.3 million pounds. The decrease in the 1972 production, 
as compared to that of 1971, was primarily due to unseasonable weather conditions causing the average 
yield per colony to decrease by nine pounds. The 1972 average yields per colony were lower than those 
of 1971 in all provinces except Prince Edward Island, Nova Scotia, Ontario and Manitoba. 

The estimated total value of honey, in thousands of dollars, produced in the various provinces 
in 1972, with 1971 figures in brackets, is as follows: Prince Edward Island 21 (9), Nova Scotia 137 (59), 
New Brunswick 64 (72), Quebec 656 (807), Ontario 2,147 (1,587), Manitoba 2,843 (1,500), Saskatchewan 
2,566 (1,600), Alberta 6,045 (4283), and British Columbia 1,144 (904). 

Beekeepers replying to the questionnaire on which this report is based, i.e. The October Honey 
Survey, were asked to give (or estimate) volume and price figures for honey sold (or to be sold) in 
bulk and retail containers. This information received from the beekeepers was used in calculating a 
weighted average price for the provinces concerned. Since much of the 1972 price data received from 
the beekeepers are forecasts, the 1972 value figures are preliminary and subject to revision. 

Source: Estimates for the province of Quebec are prepared by the Bureau of Statistics, Department of 
Trade and Conunerce, of that province. For all other provinces except Newfoundland, for which 
data are not available, the estimates are prepared by Statistics Canada in co-operation with 
the provinces. Two mail questionnaire surveys are conducted, one in July to obtain an estimate 
on the number of colonies and another in October to determine the yields per colony and the 
average price per pound. Provincial officials provide the mailing lists of beekeepers and aid 
in the interpretation of survey results. 
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Estimates of the Number of Beekeepers and Colonies of Bees, Production and Value of Honey and Wax 

in Canada(l) by Province, 1970, 1971 and 1972 with 10 year averages 1960-69 
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1) Does not include Newfoundland. 


