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ADVANCE REPORT ON TIE F1CIIEEf ES OF BRITLOlI COLtJJBIA, 1940 

The following report on the fisheries of the province of British 
Columbia for the year 1940 is issued by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics, in 
co .operation with the Department of Fisheries. 

PRODUCTION 

The value of the fisheries production of British Columbia in 1940 
records an advance of four million dollars over the value shown in the preceding 
year. The totals for the two years are: 1940, $21,710,167 and 1939, $17,698,989 
The 1940 value is the highest shown for any year since 1930 The salmon fishery 
of British Columbia, which is the most important fishery in the Dominion, had a 
production value of $13757,091, an increase over the preceding year of 762,279, 
or 6 per cent0 The canned salmon was valued at $11,427,923, and the salmon 
marketed for consumption fresh at C2,05G,020 Herring, second on the list of 
British Columbia's chief commercial fishes, had a value of $4,426,390, an 
increase of $2,227,478, or 101 per cent; canned herring and oil and meal are 
the principal products of this fishery, Third on the list is halibut, with a 
value of $1,570,998; the greater part of the catch of halibut is marketed for 
consumption fresh. 

The total quantity of fish of all kinds, including shell fish, taken 
by British Columbia fishermen during the year was 5,906,396 cwt, with a value 
at the point of landing of $9 2 0670279, compared with 4,172,224 cwt and a landed 
value of $7,890,854 in 1939. The increase in the total catch is due chiefly to 
the larger amount of herring taken. 

GAPITAL 	 PMENT AND EMPLOYEES  

CapitaL The amount of capital invested in the fisheries of British 
Columbia in 1940 was $24,661,022, apportioned as follows: in the vessels, boats, 
nets, piers and wharves, etc., used in the primary operations of catching and 
landing the fish, $9,182,425; and in fish canning and curing, $15,478,597.. The 
total value in the preceding year was $22,480,127, of which 8,156,851 is 
credited to the primary operations and $14,323,76 to the fish canning and Curing0 
There were 38 salmon canneries, 6 other fish canneries, 13 fish curing 
establishments, 7 freezing plants and 8 reduction plants in operation during 
the year, or a total of 72, compared with a total of 67 in 1939 
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piojrees, - The number of fishermen employed during the fishtng season 
was 10,444 and the number of persons engaged in work Ln the fish processing plants, 
7,449, or a total of 17,893, compared with a total of 15,880 in 1939. 

GINERAL TABLES 

Summaries of the principal statistical data of the fisheries of british 
Columbia for the year 1940, and comparative statistics for preceding years, are 
contained in the following tables. 

1.vALuEQF.T1sjrERIES.,jftSH COLUMBIA, 1920 TO 1940. 

Year Value Year Value 

$ 
1920 22,329,161 1931 11,108,873 

1921 13,953,670 1932 9,909,116 

1922 18,849,658 1933 12,001,471 

1923 20,795,914 1934 15,234,335 

1924 21,257,567 1935 15,169,529 

1925 22,414,618 1936 17,231,534 

1926 27,367,109 1937 16,155,439 

1927 22,890,913 1938 18,672,750 

1928 26,562,727 1939 17,698,989 

1929 23,930,692 1040 21,710 3,167 

1930 23,103,302 
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BRITISH COLUMBIA FISFERIES 

2. Quantiy and Value of Fish Cajgt and Marketed,1939 and 1940. 

Kind of Fish 
Unit 

leasure 
of  

1930 1940 - 

Qantit Value çuantity Value - 
S 

Cod, caught and landed Cwt. 16,322 38,275 18,635 42,124 
Cod livers landed Cwt. - 399 1,599 
Marketed - 

Used fresh Cwt0 5,732 20,903 3,474 13,834 
Fresh fillets Cwt. 3,530 35,115 3,007 27,062 
Smoked fillets Cwt - 1,386 13,860 
Livers Cwt 160 1,108 399 1,998 

Total value marketed 57,216 -• 56,754 

hake and Cusk,caught and landec Cwt 27 69 22 88 
Marketed fresh Cwt. 27 83 22 88 

Whiting, caught and landed Cwt 11 22 39 78 
Marketed fresh Cwt. 11 32 39 88 

Halibut, caught and landed Cwt 133,967 970,021 126,936 1,103,302 
halibut livers landed Cwt 2,265 115,098 
Halibut viscera landed Ct. - 1,749 19,239 
Marketed - 

Used fresh Cwt- 133,967 1,305,542 126,936 1,397,999 
Livers Cwt. 2,186 123,625 1 1 983 107,427 
Liver oil GaL 650 16,250 400 12,000 
Visceral oil GaL 688 48,160 590 44,125 
Offal oil Gal. 7,755 1,938 14,637 3,124 
Offal meal Ton 70 3,175 148 6,323 

Total value marketed 1,498,690 - 1,570,998 

Flounders, Brill, Plaice, 
caught and landed Cwt. 1,507 4,265 6 1 247 12,953 

Marketed - 
Cwt. 1,507 5,04 5,618 24,791 

trsh fillets Cwt. - 204 3,060 
Total vsluc n.srreted -. 5,934 - 27,851 

Skate, c'aught and landed Cwt. 842 2,107 856 1,656 
Markeed fresh Cwt. 042 3,026 856 3,452 

Soles, caught and landed Cwt. 6 9 473 33,678 7 1 673 36,429 
Marketed - 

Used fresh Cwt. 3,863 22,426 5,783 33 1 793 
Fresh fillets Cwt. 870 17,400 630 13,073 

Total value marketed - 
39,-826 - 46,866 
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23,830 
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4,665 
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33,036 
380 

37,468 
115,315 
20,152 
66,051 

299,961 
1,180,977 
4,426, 390 

17,737 575,399 257,951 

10 
2] ,47 

30 
43,473 
35,833 

100,693 

84 
59,166 

15 

877,556 
4,853 

84 
201,526 

75 

206,395 

224,313 
632, 393 

3,664 74,435 21,046 

14,331 79,818 
3,955 25,350 8,075 
6,462 596 31,142 

10,417 -. 119,035 

165 58 164 
190 58 197 
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BRITISH COLUMBIA FISIRIES 

2 Quantity and Value of Fish Cgit and Marketed,_1939 and 1940 

Unit 
Kind of iish 	of 

	l9 

Meapu 	 ti:ty 	Value 	Qntr4Vae 

Herring, caught and landed 	Cwt. 	2,134,612 	507,715 	3,305,013 	1,203,129 
Marketed - 

Used fresh 
	

Cwt 
	

10,102 
Canned (round) 
	

Cases 
	

233,046 
Mild cured 
	

Cwt 
Smoked (round) 
	(' Vl 4- 

smoked (boneless) 
	

Cwt 
	

24 
Kippered 
	

Cwt 
	

3,319 
Dry--salted 
	

Cwt 
	

160,315 
Pickled 
	

Ubi, 	1,591 
Used as bait 
	

flbl 
	

10,717 
Oil 
	

Gal 
	

1,366,607 
Meal 
	

Ton 
	16,482 

Total value marketed 

Pilchards, caught and landed 
Marketed - 

Used fresh 
Canned 
Dry-.sal ted 
Used as bait 
Oil 
Meal 

Total value marketed 

Anchovies, caught and landed 
Marketed - 

Canned 
Oil 
Meal 

Total value marketed 

Uass, caught and landed 
Marketed fresh 

Perch, caught and landed 
iAarketed fresh 

Salmon, caught and landed 
Marketed - 

Used fresh 
Canned 
Smoked 
Kippered 

Cwt, I 	110 9 453 

3wt. 2 
Cases 7 9 300 
Uwt -- 
13b1 20 
GaL 178,305 
Ton 906 

Cv:t. I 	19,320 

Cases 
Gal. 12,060 
Ton 161 

Cwt 63 
Cwt 68 

	

500 	2,860 
500 7 C7• 

	

1 1,431,905 	5,503,733 

	

248,891 	2,056,020 
1,470,4254' 11,427,923 

	

47 	540 

	

70 	1,190 

Cwt 509 3,622 
Cwt: 509 3 9 752 

Cwt 1076 9 372 5,327,791 

Cwt. 232,078 1,936,140  
Cases 1,530,057 10,449,945 
Cwt 
Cwt 

Includes 1,420 cases of salmon a la King, Value 4$5,701 and 
1,778 cases of Kedgeree, Value 6,170 



512,278 
9,280 

27 
29,991 
57,151 

,994,812 

3,049 
4,388 

2,206 
2,450 

39,852 

38,517 
30,046 
8,206 
2,650 

79,419 

247,976 

260,943 
2,746 

182 
33,287 
3,625 

300,783 

6,228 
9, 303 

55 
262 

149,843 
1,497 

846 
846 

151 
151 

13,034 
240 
26 

9,237 
2,452 

237 

585 

4746 13 
1,271 

47,551 

31 
1') 

137,453 

705 
48,388 
70,379 

13, 757,091 

6,010 
7,491 

2,214 
2,460 

50,584 
8,372 

260 

47,786 
31, 66 7 
9, 36 9 

44,000 
132,822 

190,077 
43,767 

247,373 

375 
55,296 

303,044 
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BRrTISH COLUMBIA FISHERIES 

2.  Quatya Value of.  Fish Caught and Marketed 1939 and 1940 

Unit 	J 	193Q 	1 	1940 
Kind of i'ish 	of 	 I-.- 

- 	 Measure 	Quat 	
I

Value 	cuantiF t 	Value  
 I 	I 

Salmon - (Con4 
Marketed - 

Mild cured 
Roe 
Livers 
Used as bait 
Oil 
Meal 

Total value marketed 

Smelts, caught and landed 
Marketed fresh 

Sturgeon, caught and landed 
?1arketed fresh 

Black cod, caught and landed 
Black cod livers landed 
iflack cod Viscera landed 
Marketed - 

Used fresh 
Smoked 
Livers 
Liver oil 
Viscer1 oil 

Total value marketed 

Ling cod, caught and landed 
Ling cod livers landed 
Marketed - 

Used fresh 
Fresh fillets 
Smoked 
Livers 
Liver oil 

Total value marketed 

Red and Rock cod, caught and 
landed 

Red and Rock cod livers landed 
Marketed - 

Used fresh 
1'resh fillets 
Smoked 
Livers 
Liver oil 

Total value marketed 

Uwt. 47,497 
Uwt 

Cwt, 47,168 
Cwt. 282 
Cwt 15 
Cwt. 788 
Gal 145 

2,203 6,590 2,328 7,632 
- - 189 4,715 

2,053 7,556 2,328 9,314 
56 449 - -• 
15 178 - 

16 510 30 860 
80 2,000 110 4,400 

10,693 -. 14,574 

Cwt. 	24,221 
Cwt 
	

7,984 
Cwt. 
Cwt 
	

55 
Gal 
	

128,170 
Ton 

Cwt. 	480 
Cwt 
	

488 

Cwt 
	

156 
Cwt. 	156 

Cwt. 	9,067 
Cwt 
Cwt 

Cwt, 	4,74.2 
Gwt. 	2,268 
Cwt 
	

188 
Gal 
	

106 
Gal 

Cwt 

(I 	 j_ 

Cwt 
Cwt 
Gal. 
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iHTthII C0LIJMiii I }Ri:$ 

2. Quantity and Value of Fish_Caught_and arketed, 1939 and 1940. 

Unit 	 194() 
Kind of Fish 

Measure 
of  

_uantity Value L.uantity value 

Tuna, caught and landed Gwt. 2 1 838 14,190 45 225 
Marketed - 

Canned Cases 3,016 36,948 45 567 
Livers Cwt. 50 3,250 - - 

Total value marketed - 40,198 - 567 

Capelin, Launce and Silversides, 
caught and landed Cwt. 22 315 5 75 

Marketed fresh Cwt. 22 315 5 75 

Grayfish, caught and landed Cwt. 114,816 23,888 141,350 57,236 
Grayfish livers landed Cwt. - - 15,665 86,192 
Marketed - 

Livers Cwt. 602 5,895 5,882 40,710 
i3ody oil Gal. 130,044 38,177 95,484 20,097 
Liver oil Gal. - - 64,269 84,405 
Ileal Ton 925 36,322 1,285 63,210 

Total value marketed - 80,594 - 209,322 

Shark livers landed Cwt. - 26 1,090 
Marketed - 

Shark livers Cwt. - - 12 694 
Shark liver oil Gal. - - 70 1,400 

Total value marketed - - 
- 2,094 

Octopus, caught and landed Cwt. 138 380 180 485 
Marketed fresh Cwt. 138 441 180 555 

Oulachons, caught and landed Cwt. 514 1,335 801 3,415 
Marketed fresh Cwt. 514 1,792 801 3,887 

Abalone, caught and landed 13b1. 163 1,140 286 1,144 
t,arketed 

Used fresh Bbl. 3 60 - - 

Canned Cases 160 1,280 286 2,002 
Total value marketed - 1,340 - 2,002 

Clams, caught and landed Cwt. 29,117 43,607 30,799 47,783 

MarI:e ted - 
Used fresh Cwt. 21,601 32,651 20,785 37,376 

Canned Cases 5,431 18,266 7,151 40,568 

Total value marketed - 50,937 - 772944 
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i1TISH COLUMBIA FISFLRILS 

2. çuanty and Vaii,ie of ilsh Caught and arketed, 1930 and 1940. 

Unit 	1939 
Kind of Fish 	of _______ 

T'asure 	Cuanti tv 	Value 	Cuanti 

1940 

I 	ValUe 

Crabs, caught and landed Cwt. 
Marketed - 

Used fresh Cwt. 
Canned Cases 

Total value marketed 

Oysters, caught and landed 3b1. 
Marketed - 

Used fresh Bbl. 
Canned Cases 

Total value marketed 

Shrimps, caught and landed Cwt. 
Marketed fresh Cwt. 

Fur seals, caught and landed No. 
Skins marketed No. 

v:hales, caught and landed No. 
Marketed - 

Oil Gal. 
Bone Meal Ton 
Fertilizer Ton 

Total value marketed 

Miscellaneous - 

Fish oil, n.e.s. Gal. 
Fish meal, n.e.s. Ton 
Fish fertilizer 
(manufactured) Ton 

Other products 

Total Value - 
Caught and landed 
Marketed 

10,912 

6,814 
2,049 

11,308 

2,691 
3,647 

831 
831 

576 
576 

35,201 

28,836 
32, 747 
61,633 

48,719 

37,227 
22,749 
50,976 

10,810 
12,246 

1,465 
1,465 

14,053 

6,551 
3,794 

8,678 

1,145 
1,145 

220 

361,620 
181 
434 

38,001 

22,804 
57,824 
80,628 

36.784 

45,959 
14,637 
60,596 

13,345 
16,354 

137,624 

112,664 
5,430 

19,530 
137,624 

	

33,066 	9,957 	- 	- 
477 	19,664 	246 	11,070 

	

30 	1,650 	- 	- 
- 	45,656 	- 	2,620 

- I 7,800,CS4 - 9,067,279 
17,698,989 1 - 121,710,167 
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3. Quantity 4a) and Value (b) of Chief Commercial Fishes, British Uolumbia, 
1937 to 1940 

Kind of i'ish 1937 1038 1930 1940 

increase or 
decrease 1940 
compared with 
19 3 9 
increase 1- 

Decrease_- 

Sa1on Cwt. 1,691,736 1,734,C34 1,476,372 1,431,905 - 	44,467 
11,907,905 14,401,285 12,994,812 13,757 9 091 + 	762,279 

:Terring tjwt0 1,929,795 1,328,913 2,164,812 3,395,013 i- 1 1 230,201 
1,181,466 355 9 265 2,198,912 4,426,390 i-  2,227,478 

Halibut Cwt. 117,212 120,247 13,967 126,936 - 	7,031 
1,190,056 1,272,385 1,493,690 1,570,996 + 	72,308 

Pilbhards Uwt. 961,485 1,035,369 110,453 575,399 + 	434,946 

902,619 867 9 007 100,693 632,303 + 	531,700 

Ling cod Cwt0 42,658 46,516 47,497 47,613 + 	116 
$ 275,817 283,511 300,783 303,044 + 	2,261 

Grayfish Cwt. 113,220 159,690 114,816 141,350 + 	26,534 
$ 66,790 113,100 80,394 209,322 + 	128,928 

Black cod Uwt. 13,410 8,463 9,067 13,934 i- 	4067 

95,251 71,297 79,419 132,822 + 	53,403 

Anchory Cwt. - 19,320 74,435 i- 	55 2 115 
- 10,417 119,035 + 	108,618 

Crabs Uwt. 8 5 052 7,942 10,912 14,053 + 	3,141 
52,188 54,572 61,633 80,628 -t- 	18,995 

Clams Cwt. 23,003 76,633 29,117 30,799 + 	1,682 
95,371 162,508 50,937 77,944 i- 	27 1 007 

Oysters Bbl. 2,332 2 1 079 11,308 8,678 2,630 
36,199 37,453 59,976 60,596 + 	620 

(a) Quantity caught. 
(b) Value marketed. 
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BYISH COLiJHI iI.rAU 

4. Capital Equipment of the Fisheries, British Columbia, 1939 and 1940. 

In Primary Operations 

Stean vessels 

r Ga3oline vessels- ) 

	

2Oto40tons 	) 

	

10 to 20 tons 	J 

	

Diesel vessels - 	( + 
40 tons and over ) 

	

20 to 40 tons 	) 

	

10 to 20 tons 	) 

Boats - 
Sail and row 
Gasoline and diesel 

Carrying boats, smacks or 
fish packers 

Herring gill nets 
Gill nets, other 
Salmon drift nets 
Salmon trap or pound nets 
Salmon purse seines 
Salmon drag seir.es 
Seines other 
Smelt 'ill nets 
Small dreg nt 
Skates of gear 
Hand lines 
Crab traps 
Shrinp nets 
Oulachon nets 
Fish'ing piers and wharves 
Freezers and ice houses 
Small fish and smoke houses 
Other gear 

Total Value 

292 2,346,043 

1 0 268 43,355 
5,533 3,409,465 

298 471,500 
30 5,251 
33 5,800 

6,694 969,823 
5 75,000 

254 328,550 
9 5,000 

45 110,450 
45 4,240 
22 1,690 

2,777 64,592 
14,677 113,420 
6,014 l,561 

23 2,485 
31 855 
7 13,800 

18 50,300 
30 36,400 

- 	4,491 

- 	8,153,851 

1940 

Hurnber Value 

3 75,000 

1 20,000 
29 116,700 

20 444,000 
79 878,400 
90 579,050 

1,070 45,221 
6,262 4,109,591 

220 859,300 
27 4,600 
47 6,500 

7,512 1 31109,365 
5 75,000 

281 353,800 
9 5,400 

59 158,900 
53 4,900 
31 3,360 

2,814 80,646 
15,022 132 1 471 
4,742 17,391 

25 2,800 
46 1,090 
6 12,600 

15 48,000 
32 37,500 

- 2,015 

- 9,184,090 

- ---------------- --------- ----------f--- 

+ Not given separately prior to 1940. 
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BtLTISII CQLIUMI3LA FLSIURiES 

4. Capital )quipaont of the Fisheries, British Columbia, 1939 and 1040 
(Concluded) 

In Fish 	1939 
Processthg Establishments 

Number 	Value 

Salmon canneries 	35 	11,535 9 455 
Clam canneries 	1) 
Other fish canneries 	2) 	60,142 
Fish curing establishments 	13 	1 2 935,568 
Fresh fish and freezing 
plants 	 7 	275,128 

Reduction plants 	9 	516 1,983 

Total 	67 	14,323,276  

1940 

I_T11I_ - 

	

36 	11,437,255 
1) 

	

5) 	579,203 

	

13 	2 1118,356 

	

7 	553,651 

	

8 	760,132 

	

72 	T -15p4M 9 537 

5. Number of Employees in the Fisheries, British Columbia, 
1939 and 1940. 

F 	1939 	1940  

LMale[Femalef Total MaleLlFuem,le ftai Jun  

Number 1erNumber Numberber Number 

ien employed on vessels, 
boats, etc. 	9,609 	- 	9 2 609 110,444 I 	- 	10,444 

Persons employed in fish 
processing establishments 

Total 

3,324 

13,433 

2,447 

2,447 

6,271 4,313 3,136 7,449 

15,880 14,757 3,136 17,93 
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