
- 	/ 
/ 

Published by Authority of the Hon. James A. MacKINNON, M.P.. 
Mini.ter of Trade and Commerce. 

CANADA 

DEPARTMENT OF TRADE AND COMMERCE 

DOMINION BUREAU OF STATISTICS 

CENSUS OF INDUSTRY 

FISHERIES AND ANIMAL PRODUCTS BRANCH 

ADVANCE REPORT 

ON THE 

FISHERIES 

OF 

PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND 

1940 

Price 10 cents 



r!fI IiI 	 t I 	

c' 	"v t 	
' 

AA 

ro 

I  

	

4i- 	 .- 	. 	 .' . 	- F 	• 	ir 	' 	 ••1u 

	

I 	

L 	r 
' 	

1 	 - 	 f:•-I 

:' 	 , 	

ñ 4 	 • 	 II 	

' 	

i;y:1i : 

i 

SL.
All  

io 
Zy 

Ai 

lip 

$j 



Issued August, 1941. 

Published by Authority of the Hon. James A. MacKinnon, M.P., 
Minister of Trade and Commerce 

DOMINION BUREAU OF STATISTICS, OTTAWA, CANADA 

Fisheries and Animal Products Branch 

Dominion Statistician: 	R. H. Coats, LL.D., F.R.S.C., F.S.S. (Hon.) 
Chief, Fisheries and Animal Products Branch: 	 F. A. Brown 

ADVANCE_REPORT ON THE FISHERIES_OF 

PRINCE E 	iP A2 

The following report on the fisheries of Prince Edward Island for the year 
1940 is issued by the DominioA Bureau of Statistics in co-operation with the De-
partment of Fisheries. 

PRODUCTION 

The product of the fisheries of Prince Edward Island in 1940 had a total 
marketed value of $714,870, compared with $950,412 in the preceding year. The 
reduction is due in part to the decreased lobster catch, and also to the larger 
quantity of lobsters in shell shipped to canning factories in other provinces - 
14,759 cwt. compared with .11,000 cwt. in 1939. It should be explained that con-
siderable quantities of lobsters taken by Prince Edward Island fishermen are, each 
year, purchased by canneries in Nova Scotia and New Brunswick, and that while the 
quantity caught and the value as landed are credited to Prince Edward Island, the 
product and the marketed value thereof are included in the statistics with the 
province where such shipments are processed and marketed. 

The lobster fishery is by far the most important among the commercial 
fisheries of the province. In 1940 the catch of lobsters totalled 55,599 cwt., 
compared with 69,977 cwt. in the preceding year, while the value of the product as 
marketed in shell, as lobster meat or as canned, was $382,110, compared with 
$589,669. Other kinds of fish of importance commercially are cod, smelts and 
herring, smelts alone of the three showing an increase in catch and in marketed 
value as well. 

The total quantity of fish of all kinds, including shell fish, taken by 
Prince Edward I1and fishermen during the year was 256,363 cwt. and the value at 
the point of landing was $553,620, compared with a catch of 305,661 cwt. and a value 
to the fishermen of $683,054 in 1939. 

The price paid to fishermen for lobsters in 1940 shows a general average 
for the province as a whole, of $6.37 per £wt., compared with $6.64 in the preceding 
year. The general average price for the catch of cod was 92 cents per cwt., com-
pared with 79 cents in 1939; for smelts $4.12 compared with $3.92; and for herring, 
56 cents, compared with 51 cents. 
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CAPITALEQUIPMENT AND EMPLOYEES 

Qptal.- The capital equipment of the fisheries of Prince Edward Island in 
1940 was valued at $1,011,397, a decrease from the preceding year of $156,856, or 13 
per cent. The total comprises $852,922 as representing the value of the vessels, 
boats, nets, traps, piers and wharves, etc. engaged in the primary operations of 
catching and landing the fish, and $158,475, as the amount invested in fish processing 
establishments. The number of establishments in operation was 65, of which 49 are 
classified as lobster canneries, 5 as clam canneries, 3 as other fish canneries, and 
8 as fish curing establishments. 

Employees.- The number of fishermen recorded in the province in 1940 was 
2,874, and the number of persons employed in fish processing plants, 996 - a total 
of 3,870, compared with a total of 4,786 in the preceding year. The number of fisher-
men decreased by 580, or 17 per cent, and the number of employees in establishments, 
by 336, or 25 per cent. 

GENERAL_TABLES 

Statistics of the fisheries of the province are given, in detail, in the 
following tables. 
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Value 

62,263 

12,958 

79,745 
1,411 
1,335 

503 
906 

96,858 

556 
1,136 

18,714 

1,819 
5,370 

30,224 
2,203 

637 
405 

40,658 

19 

Quantity 

65,222 

6,715 
109 

23,735 
310 
90 

550 
7,991 

269 
269 

42,926 

2,404 
2,250 

15,985 
1,574 

1,590 

Value 

60,145 

7,221 
672 

72,423 
1,664 

900 
687 

6,828 

90,595 

391 
759 

21,461 

2,393 
8,167 

29,106 
4,996 

1,580 

46,242 

328 
443 

27,438 

5,852 
3,866 

44,026 
114 

499 
499 

48,244 

4,080 9 55  

20,574 
75 

399 
499 

27,152 

4,080 
5,730 

41,171 
75 

53,858 
	

51,056 
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Prince Edward_Island Fisheries 

1. Quantity and Value of Fish CauLht and Marketed 

1939 and 1940 

Kind of Fish 

Cod, caught and landed 
Marketed - 

Used fresh 
Fresh fillets 
Green-salted 
Dried 
Boneless 
Liver oil, mediina1 
Liver oil, crude 

Total value marketed 

Haddock, caught and landed 
Marketed fresh 

Hake and Cusk, caught and landed 
Marketed - 
Used fresh 
Canned (a) 
Green-salted 
Dried 
Boneless 
Oil 

Total value marketed 

Flounders, Brill, Plaice caught 
and landed 
Marketed fresh 

Herring, caught and landed 
Marketed - 
Used fresh 
Pickled 
Used as bait 
Fertilizer 

Total value marketed 

Unit 19 
of 

measure Quantity 

cwt. 78,450 

cwt. 11,647 
cwt. - 

cwt. 32,188 
cwt. 289 
cwt. 165 
gal. 559 
gal. 3,037 

cwt. 383 
cwt. 383 

cwt. 44,594 

cwt. 2,551 
eases 2,051 
cwt. 18,191 
cwt. 674 
cwt. 87 
gal. 1,621 

cwt. 	443 
cwt. 	443 

cwt. 	53,487 

cwt. 	5,852 
bbl. 	841 
bbl. 	21,988 
bbl. 	568 

(a) Part used for fox food. 



Unit 
of 

easure 

cwt. 

cwt. 
cases 
bbl. 
bbl. 
bbl. 

cv;t. 

cwt. 
bb1 

cwt. 
cwt. 

cwt. 
cwt. 

cases 

cwt. 

cwt. 
cases 

19 

Quantity 

15,212 

3,499 
557 
404 
282 

4,492 

750 

750 

62 
62 

10,616 
10,616 

2?O 

740 

654 
187 

39 

	

Quantity 	Value 

	

25,366 
	

55,178 

	

5,971 
	

11,530 

	

726 
	

3,122 

	

828 
	

5,653 

	

2,034 
	

24,408 

	

4,134 
	

8,268 

52,981 

	

3,102 
	

1,551 

	

2,912 
	

2,952 

	

85 
	

260 

3,212 

	

47 
	

470 

	

47 
	

705 

	

9,713 
	

38,082 

	

9,713 
	

52,995 

	

1,332 	1,096 

	

1,332 	1,292 

cvit. 
cwt. 

cwt. 
cwt. 

cwt. 

cwt. 
cases 

214 
214 

299 
299 

5,980 

1 526  

2,227 

1,292 

663 
755 

299 
299 

2,990 

763 
13,610 

14,375 

471 
471 

380 
380 

3,814 

526 
1,644 
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Prince Edward Island_Fishries 

1. gRanLityand 4ueof Fish Caught and Marketed 

1939 and 1940 - Cont'd. 

Kind of Fish 

Mackerel, caught and landed 
Marketed - 

Used fresh 
Canned 
Pickled 
Fillets, salted 
Used as bait 

Total value marketed 

Alewives, caught and landed 
Marketed - 
Used fresh 
Salted 

Total value marketed 

Salmon, caught and landed 
Marketed fresh 

Smelts, caught and landed 
Marketed fresh 

Tuna. canned 
Capelin, Launce and Silverside 
caught and landed 
Marketed - 
Used fresh 
Canned 

Total value marketed 

Eels, caught and landed 
Marketed fresh 

Tom cod, caught and landed 
Marketed fresh 

Clams, caught and landed 
Marketed - 
Used fresh 
Canned 

Total value marketed 

40 

Value 

12,317 

7,173 
2,557 
3,286 
3,123 
8,984 

25,123 

325 

750 

750 

630 
945 

43,721 
60,746 

2,439 

734 

654 
1,028 

1,662 

1,427 
1,427 

493 
493 

1,937 

426 
11,175 

11,601 
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1. quantity and 

l95 

Kind of Fish 

Crabs, caught and landed 
Marketed canned 

Lobsters, caught and landed 
Marketed - 

In shell 
Meat 
Canned 
Tomalley 

Total value marketed 

Oysters, caught and landed 
Marketed fresh 

Quahaugs, caught and landed 
Marketed - 

Used fresh 
Canned 

Total value marketed 

Scallops, caught and landed 
Marketed shelled 

Tongues and Sounds, pickled or 
dried 

Other products 

Total Value - 
Caught and landed 
Marketed 
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Edward Island Fisheries 

r1ue  of Fish Caught and Marketed 

and 1940 -- Qj3eided. 

Unit 

measure 

1939 

Quantity 
of  

Value 

1340 

Quintity Value 

cwt. 144 36 48 12 
cases 18 324 6 108 

cwt. 69,977 464,429 55,599 353,917 

cwt. 9,745 101,618 5,552 67,093 
cwt. 10 400 109 2,978 

cases 24,616 474,676 17,285 302,334 
cases 1,435 12,975 1,098 9,705 

- 589 0 669 - 382,110 

bbl. 4 1 954 27,850 4,082 26,138 
bbl. 4,954 37,008 4,082 32,267 

cwt. 2,222 1 1 111 2,849 1,425 

cwt. 1,946 1 1 533 2,079 1,883 
cases 138 963 385 2,849 

- 2,496 4,732 

gal. 	- 
gal. 	- 

cwt. 	70 

- 	498 	996 
- 	498 	996 

350 	60 	300 

	

1,000 	- 	- 

	

683,054 	- 	553,620 

	

950,412 1 	- 	714,870 



2. Quantity (a) and Value 	of 
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Chief Commercial Fishes, 1937 to 1940. 

Increase or 
de crease 

1940 
Kind of Fish 1937 1938 	1939 1940 	compared with 

1939 
Increase ± 
Decrease - 

Lobsters cwt, 	58,238 71,213 	69,977 55,599 	- 	14,378 
538,792 606,134 	589,669 382,110 	- 207,559 

Cod cwt. 	67,504 68,425 	78,450 65,222 	- 	13,228 
88,900 76,415 	96,858 90,595 	- 	6,263 

Smelts cvit. 	8,900 9,608 	0,713 10,616 	+ 	903 
$ 	40,856 50,725 	52,995 60 1 746 	+ 	7,751 

Herring cwt. 	64,928 56,056 	53,487 48,244 	- 	5,243 
66,964 57,728 	53,858 51,056 	- 	2,802 

Hake and Cu5k cwt. 	38,237 49 1 155 	44,594 42,326 	- 	1,668 
33,026 46,100 	40,658 46,242 	+ 	5,584 

Oysters bbl. 	6,478 5,242 	4,354 4,082 	- 	872 
$ 	44,020 39,193 	37,008 32,267 	- 	4,741 

Mackerel cwt. 	11,164 10,559 	25,366 15,212 	- 	10,154 
$ 	28,958 25,003 	52,981 25,123 	- 	27,858 

(a) 	Quantity caught. (b) Value marketed. 

3. The Lobster Pack of Prince Edriard Ilanj92.1 to 1340. 

Average Value 
Year No.. of Cases Value per case 

$ $ 	cts. 
1921 31,155 634,744 20.37 
1922 42,220 1,267,731 30.02 
1925 43,831 1,278,945 29.18 
1924 26,814 681,575 25,42 
1325 34,121 958,492 28.09 
1926 29,442 877,955 29.82 
1927 27,896 801,542 28.73 
1928 25,077 635,427 25.34 
1929 28,399 686,940 24.19 
1930 31,35 635,961 19.31 
1931 37,055 683,247 18.44 
192 44,490 711,119 15.98 
1933 32,895 512,138 15.57 
1934 30,214 624,771 20.68 



1 

734 
1,495 

13 

63 

1 
3,022 

201 
1,227 

600 

8,290 
357,850 

4,200 
19; 125 
6,885 

645 
1,800 
400 

11,850 
8,140 

24,540 
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Prince Edward Fisheries 

3. The Lobster Puck of Prince Edward I ,, ; !,-, nd, 1921 to 1940,, Cont'd. 

No. of Case;; 	Value 

	

25,170 
	

556,536 

	

22,345 
	

563,286 

	

20,952 
	

497,846 

	

24,625 
	

474,397 

	

24,G1C 
	

474,676 

	

17,285 
	

534  

Average Value 
per case 

$ cts. 

22.11 
25.20 
23,76 
19.26 
19.28 
17.49 

Year 

1955 
1936 
1937 
1938 
1339 
1940 

4. Value of theFisheries of Prince Edward Is1anj32i to 1340. 

Year 
	

Value 	Year 	I 	Value 

924,529 1931 1,078,901 
1,612,599 1952 988,919 
1 1 754,980 1933 842,345 
1 1 201,772 1934 963,926 
1 1 598,119 1935 839,685 
1,358,934 1936 953,029 
1,367,307 1937 870,299 
1,196,681 1938 930,874 
1,297 1 125 1939 950,412 
1,141,279 1940 714,870 

5. Capital Equipment of the Fisheries, 1939 and 1940. 

1921 
1922 
1923 
1'24 
1925 
1926 
1927 
1928 
1929 
1930 

In Primary Operations 

Sailing Vessels (without power); 
20 - 40 tons 
10 - 20 tons 

Gasoline Vessels: 
10 - 20 tons 

Boats: 
Sail and row 
Gasoline 
Diesel 

Carrying boats 
Herring gill nets 
Mackerel gill nets 
Salmon gill nets 
Salmon trap nets 
Trap net,s, other 
me1t gill nets 

Sre1t bag or box nets 
Tubs of trawl 

1939 
Number Value 

$ 

	

1 	500 

	

2 	900 

	

6 	3,600 

	

756 
	

8,510 
1,678 401,250 

	

4 
	

1,200 

	

9 
	

3,000 

	

2,385 
	

20,145 

	

758 
	

7,55 

	

63 
	

630 

	

2 
	

1,200 

	

2 
	

1,000 

	

3,042 
	

13,497 

	

224 
	

9,180 

	

1,419 
	

28,330 

1940 
Number rlue 

500 
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Prince Ovirc1 IL1and Fisheries 

Equipment of the Fisheri-e-s, 1939 and 1940 - Concluded. 

1940____ 

In Primary Operations Number Value 

$ 

Number Value 

Hand lines 1,923 3,856 1,65 3,880 
;rab traps 40 40 40 40 
Lobster traps 396,550 336,550 328 1 235 328,285 
Oyster rakes 346 1,038 216 648 
F;callop drags - - 11 203 
uahaug rakes 84 252 02 246 
Fishing piers and wharves 39 42,200 39 42,200 
Ice houses 23 5,675 19 6,275 
;rn:iil fish and smoke houses 307 25,520 308 26,320 

TOTAL - 975,378 -. 852,922 

1939 - 1940 
IT.n Fi5i F:o 	sim 

Establishments Number Value Number Value 

Lobster canneries 60 147,375 49 113,025 
Clam canneries 3) 12 500 5 18,500 
Other fish canneries 2) ' 3 8 1 500 
Fish curing establishments 6 33,000 8 18,450 

TOTAL 71 192,675 65 158,475 

E.ccoL in the Fisncri: 2ijne 	j:1in. iJ: 	±u4L. 

1939 	1940 

- Male 	FemaiJTotl MaJ1e 

Number Number J Number NuIr.berl  Nurnber Number 
Total 

inp].oyees on ves.1s , boats, 
qtCQ 	 3,454 	- 	3,454 2,87 

	
2,874 

ploy..s in fish processing  
estab1i*ntø 	 561 	771 1,332 	45 

	
540 
	

996 

TOTAL 	 4,015 	771 	4,786 3,3 
	

540 1 3,870 
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