1 - E - =2 1
t o R3lgased for Fublicaticn
Januery 1, 1627.

T

. Fuoliigdad 07 AL».-C“‘*',‘ 6f Hon. James Mzlcolm, M.P.
Minista: iT OF TRADE AUD CCMMERCE

-
aklidD O, &

CCMINICYH BUREAU OF STATISTICS - CANADA

]
TNAard 3 Cdomg s ; . ) s o] 3
Dominicn Stotistdcdan: R. H. Coats, B.A., F.S5.8: (Hon.), F.R.S.C.
.
St W +-UIIREES st 2onil a3 ~ y
i Mining, Motallurgical and Chamizzal Brarch,
= h i gl A
el - 8. J. GEiclk, BLR., A.I1.0., BCLI.¢.

CSNADIAN OFFICIAL ESTIMATE OF MINING PROTUCTICN IN 1926.
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Canada's mineral industrics yieslded & new racord output in
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shen the valus of rroduction resached $242,386,000, an advance of 7.1 per cent

above the total of $220,563,333 roported for 1925, according to the cfficial sstimats
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J. Cook, chief of ths mining, metallurgical and chomical branch
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of the Domirnion Burgau of Statistics at Ottawa, and published in a yrelimincary report
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issucd by the tureau today. The previous high racord of $227,859,005 was astablished
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b Matel mining showed great strength and steadiness threughout the
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Froduction of copper, lead and zine rsachad new records; ths output of silvaer
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was higher than in 192F; gold was staady, nickel production was only slightly less
then in the preovious year.

Won-matallic minerals, other than ccal, at 2 value of $2k,ekl,000,
wers up 10 per cant from thz total in 1925. Asbastos mines had & very profitabls
year dus largely to the foermetion of the merger company, and possibly dus te tha
batter fosling now oxisting among thoe many asbestos firme. While tha cutput tonnage

was slightly balow the tetal for 1925, tha value of sales showad a very considorabls

advanca. Gypsum production was up,a large part of the cutrut still going to the export
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G The output of natural gas wae greater than in 1925 and the aggregats value was
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higher. {rude potroleum showed some improvament as did also the cutput of salt, talc
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and soapstornz, feldspar, sraphite, magrnesite, pyritss ard scdium
‘ []
sulphate. Production of sodium carbonats, minerzl waters, iron oxides,
L]
3 grindstonas, barytss and bitumincus sands, was well maintained.
Coal production showed & gain of 3 millien tens and
! conditione in the industry thrcughout the year sesmed much improvad.
a
’ There was 1little loas of time due tc strikes, the total under this

itam standing at about 40,000 marn-days as compared with & time loss
of 1.5 million man-7~y: in 1925. ZEmploymsnt shewald a gradual upward
wrend in the coal mines of the maritime provinces ard only = slight
scesonal loss duo to lesscornad production during the summer months from
the minss of the yrairie provincas.

Meotals and motallic minerals valuad at $119,581,000

made wp 49. 5 par cent of the total minsaral rroeductior in 1¢26 and

merked & gain of 2 rer cent over the totzal fer this group in 1925,

Coal at $58,1064,000 raoprosented 23.9 por cent of the
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total value of the catput from Canadian mincs and registered a gain
of 18 per cont over the figurss fer the rraceding yoar.

Nor-matallic minerzls, other than coal, at 524,841,000
contributed 10.3 por cort and showed & grewth of 10 par cernt above
the group total for 1925.

Structural materials and clay products at %0 million
dollars made up 16.3 per cont of the total rroduction and showsd a
gair. of 5.2 par oont over tha corrasponding figurss fer 1925,

Highly gratifying in avoery raspect to those intorastaed
in tha devalommoent of Canada's mineral industriss, tha repcrts on the
Production of thz motal mining, nen-motallic minerals industrice, and
from roducers of structural materizls during 1926, showoed a eontimued
upward trend in comparison with the data for 1925 and gave yromise
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at the olose of the ysar of further improvement. Darada's mineral
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irdustry is bocoming ysar by ysar & greaser contributor to the industrial
a&nd g@muercial 1life of the Dominion and an incroasingly important factor

in ha mivaral teads of tha weorld
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